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OIEODTFCTOEY NOTE. 


Tim reason for the appearance of tliis first volmne is to be found in a letter 
No. 106, despatched by the Governraent of India, Hoine Department, to the Local 
Government on the 12th July 1900. In the course of that letter the following 
words occur r—• 

" For I hose reasons, and also in view of the fact tliat uo separate report 
was written ou the census of Bombay City in 1891, while the earlier 
reports aro in many ways defective, Ihe Local Government and the Cor¬ 
poration will doubtless desire that the report of the census taken in the 
first year of the new century should not only examine thoroughly the 
current statistics, hut skouhl deal teorthili/ teUk the histoii/ atki gro^cih of ih& 
Cilif oj BojTdidjf. Ample materials for such an account are ready to hand 
in the three volumea of notes and records collected by Sir liaines Campbell, 
and printed under the orders of the Local Govonimont in 1 893-94* &o,” 

ii 

Now Sir James Campbeirs uiateriak roughly relate to the period 
1661-1800 A.D. only \ and it appeared to me that no history of the Island could 
be called m any sense complete, which omitted to deal with the colonisation and 
oiroumstancGs of Bombay during the three earlier epochs, Hindu, ilahotinuedati, and 
Portuguese ; and which also omitted to notice the chief events of ihe 10th 
centurj". At the same time, the con viol Ion that the first five monilis of my 
appointment would have to be devoted almost entirely to details of census ad¬ 
ministration obliged me to look about for assiFtsnee in the necessary work of 
research. ^Ihree scholars of Bombay oH'erod their services graiis, and underiook 
to study the period with which they were sorei'ally best fitted to deal The 
names of ihe trio, who supplied tho materia Is, which have been worked up into 
the form in which they are now submitted, aro as follows : — 

P, B. Joehl, Esq ■ PVl- ¥11- HiDLin period* 

Kl^nn Bulndur Fazliitbk Lnifsdbh ... ... l^IaHoiTiincduii period. 

Dn Lotiifl L M. & Sl ■ VI bBi- ll-h TPT PorUignesc period. 

A certain amount of hitherto unpublished information is now snppMed, of which 
the most important Item, prhaps, is the ideniificaiion of that early colonist Bhiina 
Raja with the won of tho monarch of Devgiri. The evidence, forthcoming Ifom 
the careful labours of Mr. Joishi, is important, in iliat our Prahhus, Panchkalshis, 
Piilshikar Brahmins and others are thereby proved lo have originally journeyed 
to Bombay from the Deccan, and not, as has hitherto been supposed, from Guja¬ 
rat. Tho British period (IGli 1*1901) has been studied by myself; and cannot lay 
claim to be anything more than a strictly chronological survey of the Island’s 



past, aad an orderly collation of stateiaentB already publUhod in 
the oaderaentiotied awthoritieB and others r_ 
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preporatioaofenythingmihenatureofaoGaaettecr,” I have vontnred to nrint 
tbe retroepect ae a eeparate volume, in the hope that it nray perhape be coa- 

eidwed worthy of enbeequentropmduotionea a bietoiical hand-book to the Citv 

and Island ^of Jiombay. 


Bombay, laf October 1901. 


S, M. EDWARDES, lclb. 
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PART I. 

"HEfTASESU,” 


PlSfnAli*K£3ttAV9. 

• SehTj theOj 5t<cfifl sotd til siilcndiiJ in biiwur of tliSs Isle," 


CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

JIUMBAPKVI, 

Tliz eutly bistoTy of our Idnnd of Boiuhny h snnk deop in iha Xiglit of Timo, At intor- 
vbIs tjio light of fintiquuTuiiL re&eftrch easts a faint benwi upon tbo darkaess ; ii eom^ an insodp- 
tion, perebiLDOQ a eeppor-pJate grant or patent^ h diseoveftsdt smd published as ovidont^ that, 
some old djnasty ^vjts ]iammomiti in " Aparanta’ (tho Cforth Kcnkau ) duriog remote agog. But 
lock of material hos ever been a stunibling-hloek in the path of hinit who would give to the 
trorid a uonneoted tale of tli# hlaiid^s expansion. Scattered noteSr wherein evidence i f pro- 
hiftloric trade-routes ii confusedly mingled vdih llw deKriptioa of events occinring in dirUtiau 
eruSf STO all that oxist^ to throw light npesn the i?arly cirouniitance^ of Bointniy^ Yot, orderly 
arrangainent of such nolea^ combined with the iutrotlaction of any now material vouchsafed to ds., 
mny^ perhapiiii^ lead towards the result^ w'hicli h before us, nntnely, a ebroiiologjqal ncconDt of 
the island's growth and of the people that or colon izod it,. 

At the outset of a jonrney acro:-9 diio centurie:^^ it were pertinent to enquire wbouce the 
Ishind sprang, Was sho^ like Dclos^ a daughter of the seo^ drifting before fho wavea and gireiH 
of windSi until Frovidenoe bound her £ist to pillars of adamant for ever? Tlia geologist alone 
can our oui-iogit^-. After keen scrutiny of the land's configurutioni of llie mrioue strata 

whicli overlie one anotbor, and in view of the historical and unassailablo fact that Bcinilsiy was 
origiitalJy—not one udund—but seven sopomto and amorphous isloSj Geology declares that the 
whole western side of tho contiuejit of India wob euhjeoted in prehistoria timos to a protracted 
Boriea of upheaval and doprosaionei that it vibrated like a quagmire, the Tihratlous dimtabhiug 
in extent and force as die ages passed away. The varieties of strata^ composing the Lslauds which 
protect from the open sea tlie western shores of Indiat are in tliecosolves ovidonoe of a succession 
of titanic niovomentSp wJiich hurled these lands upwaidg from the vary fire-bosom of Nature. 
Fmm Sewd to Ixjve Grove, Wcrli extend eomo seven hedB of stratified rock, abounding in 
frcsli-water remains^ and divided one from another by huge musses of trapp whioh indicate so 
many epochs of Tcpcsto and of volcanic diatudance. Each fresh nphoaral wna followed by 
partial subsidence, the tw^o niovomenfr combining to give to the Bombay Presidency its present 
corLst-liao, and to the Island a hivoii of deep water, wherein the argosies of comraeroe might 
ride i^afely at anchor, Fui ther evidenue of prehistoric emption and depmEsion is fumirbed hy 
the disco very at Worlj of petrified frog?,* and of a snbmerged forest below the Prinoe^e Dock. 
The rezmine of the latterj which cauie to light during tha excavation of the dock, in the cli^bg 
yeare of the nineteenth oentury^ were feet below high- water tnark^ and consisted of a thick 
forest of upright stumps of trees of a spoclea stih existing iu the neighbourhood of this Islandi the 
Khair (Ambm coWiw). There were in all Irecs, i2$ staiidiog trect and 159 prostrate, though 

still rooted in the soiK They were fourid on a decayed trap-fock soih overlaid liy the thick 
stratum of clay, wbieh forms the real bottojii of the harbour* Among tJiu troesj one was 
recnmbentf cluurcd in the middlOi but bore no trace of bnviiig been cut down with any took 

* Am ]«I1# «rf tlfl Tim of 1*51 ntfen te tfce diwwiy ^ f^^ frofi Ijtf Hr. Lffltli. 

I 






Fraiii ilio ihrOf <>t' ber first birth in remate eieriiity, our U\u.nd gluikeit by terrible 
j*atig;», of wbieli the fjtirliest proljably savnrfid her freni the inainlaTid «>r Imlia, the latest 

misod above Iiigh-wMer mark tbo^o looalitii?^ which wo now cull ^lahim nitJ tlie Espfannda : 
and when the bi^t hirih-throo LiaJ salisided, and the hour of n:^ir±i oppoartiuce drew olght &be 
who In id once ht-en a portion of the continent^ undivided, lay in a olnster of ftoven blots upon 
the ooi^irs bosom, l-'or muny aiyear the Heptanesuit as old Ptcilemy called ilioni in A.I>. 1W, 
were destined to glance at one another aoross the intervening waters j hut the Providonqo 
which decreed tlieii- orrgitial i)bi>ersian, willed also that in affcor time they shonh^ lie once more 
united bj' the genin-^ anil energy of man. 

Let tis glance for a in anient at the blaster of liepUtneakf Llie ootward iippearaneo of 
wliiah h Lletim^ij witli totenible aoonracy in an old luap^ reproduced in the year 1843, Southern- 
most of all Jay a narrow tongiio of rooky land, whioh we to-day call Upper Cokba : north¬ 
ward tliereuf, and in cloae prosiinity^ ^vas a sinall and almost iriazignbr islet, known to later 
genersitinaij os Old ’^Vonian^s Island, whence one looked across a wider itrail to (he squih-eastom 
side ofn cnrioiidy-fomied landt resombliag in aonio degree the letter 11, The western portion 
was compfKwl of one high hill, covered with rough jungle aiid running down in a paint into 
the sea ; and tlia on^tem side of low-lying ground, hearing tumarinds and other shrubs 
at intan als, inn;] menaced from the north by a rocky rldgo^ which sub^queut ages (^micd 
“ Dongri or tlio IliJLtraot^ North ward, againj beyond a very narrow crot^k, lay a ^mallor 
and mni a amorphous island + part hill, paTtdale* whereon the cassia ji Hula and the binh were 
yet to flourish. Three ilistiuct islands composed tho northern portion of wlimt is now the lalaiid 
of B(imlwi 3 % The iiiiddlemosE, slmpiKi like a paralkdagrLitn, lay desert ^ and wai^ Hankad on the 
west by a narrow and taperrng ^troteb of rock^ now tlie outer bonnElary of ei Worll seonon, uhe] 
on the e:ist by a straggling island, trifnreato at its northern extremityi and imsessed of a 
strangely broken coost-liue. Modern research declares the ibrinatlon, of these seven Islands to 
Imve resulted from tha breaksj oati^ed hy volcanie di8turi>an<Jo» in a [^air of rocky ridges, lying 
roughly pcrallul to one anotliorj uorili-east and aDiith*w 4 i$t, and separateil in the south by tlie 
reef-guanled waters of a hay^ known to subsequent generatiom as Back Bay. Through the 
fissures and breaks in these ridges^ the ouean ut high-tide Ewopt with mjbridled force, tmd 
ooTored nitli his waters a cousiderable tract of low-lying ground between tho islimds. 

Such was ilia appeaimuca of our island about the period when tlia earliest aottler 
foot upon her chords, Now for many yeara prior to the dawn of the Christian erii, and for 
some timaj indood, subsequent thereto, the seven Iidiinds hanl no aepamta political ]»os]tian| bat 
formed an ontlpag prtion of that kingdam wluch Ptolemy dooominatod ‘‘Ariaka,’^ and 
early SanjJtrit writers of the Pamaio period called *' Ai>anmtak'* or “ A| 3 aniiita. The curliest 
ruler of this torritoryj which i& identified by the historian and aaiiqnBrmu with th^ North 
Konkan, appearj to have been the great king Asoka, graadaoa of the celebrated ChoBilra- 
^pt^ of PataJiputra, who foimded the dyna.^tj of the Mauryiis. That Asoka, who reigned 
betwt^n B.C* 263 and 323, had oammnmeation with this part of India, i^ proved by the 
rock-insoriptlon^* found at Giniar in Kathiawar, at Khalai in the Himalayas, and at J^hababna- 
garhi in AFghiinistan t for they tell ue that in tho middle of the third century B,C*, that 
monarch sent Buddhist ministm of religion to ftastikas, PethanikM and Aparuntiia, Moreover 
the Buddbbt high priest Moggalpatto ij mentioned ia the “ Sbhavatjsof' , a Ojloncse 
chronicle, os having despatched preacbert of Buddhism, in accortWco with tho king's orders, to 
Mabaratto, Aparanta and Banavasi* Farther proof that this pravinoc of Apanutoka, with iis 
oatlying islanda, once owed allegianoc to that great king, ia affoided by the discovery at Saparo, 
then the capital city of the kingdom, of a fragment of the oigbtb Edict. 

Now the glory of the great cities of theeooslH^SopafaCOphir), Kalyan, Symolk (Chcul)— 
was noised abrx^ad among the nations of those early days. The hardy trader of old Egypt, the 
Pbamiuhm, and the Babjlanian m turn niiLst have helmed their craft past the twin rocfc-rid^es 


* JjweepttaiiEot AEvttm, VoL 11^, p. Ei, 
t Tm^nf * MiUwuso, pp, 71 - 11 . 
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of this on their way to barlor with the stibjecta of dusky wfioso iimuyis only liavo 

in somo boon b6i]Uaathed to posterity, TIio wealtL of the cities * of tho westom littoral 
suftored not deeayi albeit their rulers olibtigoii with the oliaiiging ages. Some five score years 
ero the ifag? fared forth in the path of the eastern star, wliicli JioraldeJ tho dawn of Christianity, n 
dynasty of SbatakaroiB or 8hatvabana$ wore overlords of Aparcuit 4 akaj which er^twdiiEes llourlBhad 
under the away of A^ka« Tints mncli one may learn from tho cavo-in-ioriptions at "Snaxk^ 
the Jongost of which records that in the iSth year of tho reign of King Pulninayi, the ttavo was 
oonstrnctod and dedicated to tho use of Enddhiiat saints anil rooiidioaiita by (.rohimh in oilier of 
ting Qotamipnira Sliatokartii I * Moreover, a silver coin diMOvere<l in a stupa at Sopara by 
Sir James QunplieU and the Pandit EhagvanJal Indraji in the year hero the legend 

Ranno GotamiputeBa^ Siri Yanua Satakfimsa/' which being interpretod, ine5ius **This is the 
coin of king Gotamipntni, Shri Yajiia ShaUikarni.” Tlii^ nionarch^ then, who h elsewhere 
described as king of kingSt ^iivd rater of Asikn^ Siirashtra (Katbiftwar), Apsiranta, Auup (to the 
north of the Vindhya raiige)^ Vidarbh (the Borara) mid AknivanR (iMiiIwa)t niid na Lidviug 
destroj'ed the Sakas„ PaLImvas anil Vavaiis^ tho Iflat-Eamcdof whom are identilied hy Dr. BhanJar- 
kar with the Pact Han Griwks, + ow'nod thcBO lleptanesia ais nii outpost of his kingdom from about 
133 A*D* to 151 A. D,§ The [lynaaty, of which *'he re^^^hiblUUed tho glory/' and wkioh is 
termed ^ the And hrahhritjas^ !n Pli rail io writings, and ‘the SaU\ahamt$’ in local traditinm 
held swTij for perhaps four cmittiri+ji, until tlio ri^e of the B'^Lshtniktitis oF Matkh^idj and worthily 
maiDtaincd the eoinnieFcial prestige of £lie kingilom^ lit their day^ io tlie olironlobs of Thaita 
rektoj the sobjecta of the Parthian luanangh, Mithridaios 1, sought the marta of Aparaina, and 
witnessed the lUriva] of vessels freigiited with all manner of merchandise — sesiitUiimi oil, angar^ 
spices, even * handsome young women ^ of HelJas, destined to *iitteiui upon the king of the 
country * and cry Chareli” ( ) in lib oonrtH, For yeara, indeedp after the larth of Chrl-il^ 

the alnpa of the Greeks tlte Arab, the Persian and the i •hrlstEiin sailed between Egypti SJala-rea, 
Chinat the Gulf, in a w^onl between the \Yorld"s porta and the Konkan kingdom. Morahaots anil 
sea-rovers of many nations nui&t m tliat mrly UliTbiian age have gazeJ from their docks upon 
odr seven isles, perdianoe may have csiet anehor for n space within thoir Jimihs. Bat they settled 
noitsofaros w’e know ^ they enine, oned and passed a way towards tho rich flitiea of 

tho TuaiiibncL 

f- 

Ic WEtii not by uha paths of I ha hut from landward feliat the ejirliest inhabitants of 
Bombay journeyed. At some date prior to tho year 300 A. D,, and \mor perhaps to the Chrbtioa 
era^ our deflate isles became the home of cerhiin lithe dark men, calling ihemsoWcs “ Knlis ” 
or ** Kelis/' which the antiqnariaji interprols to mtan Hmbandnien. ” iSuch is not the only 
derivation afforded of their name. The later Aryans^ some averp greatly contemned these early 
settlersp and oliaTacterizad each inemlier of tho thm its ^ Kola ^ [n hog] ; others believo that they 
wore * Knlis ^ or memliera of on* * Kul ^ or tribe^ oven os the *Kuiibi^ is memher of a * Kutumb^ 
or family; while another authority tracts^ tlioir titio to tlio Muadar ' Horo ^ or * Koro/ that is to 
aay ^Haij/ Tho prinoary derivation p oonneoting the word with on old Dmvidian root signU 
fying ** agricultiLrOt'’ seems to ns most httingp in view of the origin of this peoplCT os port¬ 
rayed in their physical ehanteteristies, Tlie Kolfa^” remarks Dr* Gerson da Guulm, “beiong 
to the Dravidian or ]!^egrito ty^. The form of ihe bead imslly inolinos to be dolicheoepbalio ; 
but the ao$e is thiok and broody and tho fominla expressing its proportionate diinenslons is higher 
than in any known lace^ except tho Negro/■ Admitting, therefore, that oar earliest sottlerj 
were of Dravidian origin, it ie quite possible that their title oIjso waa derived from a Dravidkzi 
source a tboorj to some extant confirnied by the fact that, at the season of bter immigretionB 
into Thana, the Kolb almost oettainly held the plain-coontry and w ere, m sonie of them still ate* 
.skilled field-worker?. 

One would £un speak w^ith more certainty of the date of tbmr arrival on these ahort^i ■ 
but so remote, so shteuJod in antiquity b the Koli Begiru from the mainland, that no deffnite 
statement is i^nnissibJe* It is probable, however* that these people, of whom ^hene are many 

■ IkmbUjf V^*I. t.| Piilt rC, pp. nOjise, 

Vol, XVI* 


t 
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dltlbrcitt trilhHj siirLiud along the Western Coasi and poopied oDr flioii natiielo^^ 

Reptiinesm in some ilnrk age before the SIiAtakntni dynasty rose to power. Successive wavas of 
invadors or settlers have advanceil upon tile Kolj, have almost threatened to engulf hSln ? hot 
some naiura! sturdiness in him has fomiod his support Ho is amongst iis to this day ; has got 
thow old Kon-AryiiQ iloitios of his edmittod into a Brahmanio pantheon; has ovon borrownd 
from later AOttJors the idea of a pedigree! TIio heralds'ooltogo of Brihminisn) furiiishod him^ 
doubtless on jpaymeot of wme kind, with a ineL-iphoricnl esentobeon, and tiid the truth of his- 
lowly origin in a specious tale of desoeni from a Lunar Monarch, Among the most n'lnarkahlo 
divisions of this aboriginal stock is tliat of the Son-Kotis, resident along the Thana oouat, tW 
prefix of w hoso iinme reealls the term—Shroii or Son-Aparanta—used in tlw BniiJhist legend 
of Purjui of Sopata to denote tlu’ North Koukan, and may perhaps Iiavesome connectloa with 
the word * iSoa ’ or ‘ Soiuig,' which, on the authority of the (Sasetteer, was the iKiuivnlein 
in Southern India of the term ' ^avan' or ^ Greek,' One wonders if anv bond was 
formed in those early days hetweon the <brk-skiimod aboriginal acttlorii of* the Thana 
ooftst, mill the ttreekst who vUitod the land as traders or as captives of a victorious- 
Slintii^kitmi. 


The iiiinlly of Son Kolis, however, is of leas importanco, so far as Bombay is ooDOOrned, 
than that of the Meta KqJis, who upj daclafod to have been the earliest colonists of CUr Islands, 
and to have fishod in iLose wiitors, tilled the soil imd worshipped their prime^nl gods, long before) 
ii higher Aryan civilisation left its mark upon the hmd. In wliat localities preoUely they built 
iholr scattered gron[w of huts, is somewhat difficnlt to decide : but loeal nomonclottire gives a 
clue to the position of their Immlots in subsequent ages, whioh may reasonably be hold to iiave 
arisEii oil the site of original homes. They undeiihtedly esisted in the two Sontliern islands ; 
which tlierehy aoquiiod the tide of “ Kola-blitit " or « KoIiIhi,’' the Koii estate • Imnugmnts 
of u later perioil gave the smaller of the twain tv separate title, “ the Island of the Al-Omanis, " 
or deep-wtt fishermen, whidi was metaniorplioeod into ' The Old \Voinan s Island ’ of the British 
epoch: hilt the name os^ts no longer hi those day?; lK,th islaads haw, by the hand of man. 
been linked together under the one name, which testifio to their having sheltored onr oarliest 
settlere. In that straggling isbud, third in onlor as one j,asses northward, there ato also tmoes 
of ail early hotne. IVlio does not know onr ' fllanJvi Kolivadi,' our ‘ Dongri KoHvnda ?' Their 
situation ill llwsD rbvs is conipuTatively remote from the soa-ahore ; for reokmation and 
engineering liuv« pusbad Wk the ocean, and Jelt the sea-shore hamlets ]ii<rh and Arr 
Blit for eontnrica alter the Kolk first dwelt in these klands. tlicim hut settiLoats, now 
lost among the brick and plaster edifices of tho hventieth centnir, must have been situated near 
ilie niargH of the sea, which nftbrdcd them susteuaoco. The name of a street in the heart of 
modem Mand vi—**Daryn6tliBii"—perhaps exemplifies our belief. Tlioagh lost to-day in the 
rumble of bnllook-cartJ, and the shrill oluiitor of the passor-by, the voice of tho ivavos may 
onca Jiaio souuitod oliar, claiming the noighbourlmod as tl,c ocean’s portion. Further evHcuco 
of their presonoe in tins third isknd Is aftbrded by the iiume of “ Cavol," (the area now incloded 
ill tho Dhobi Tolao Seotlon), which the anUquarkn derivai from “ Koi-nar.” the Koli Hamlet. 
The liamlot originally ttovered tho whole of the land now divided by the Kalbadevi Road into 
Ckvol iirojwr and old Hanuman Lano, and must have been u seaside soUloment, whenever tho 
waves at high^tide poured through tho Great Breach, which divided the present area of 
Mahakkihinj from the Island of Worli. For mnuy enntarus it was the firrt villacre, at which 
lhetnivolierarriTtMl,onhkw-ayfromDopgri or the Pig-Treo Crook »(UmarkLdi) across 
the narrow atrip of hud which yoked tlie eastern levels with Malabar Hill on the svest. nnd 
was also the home of the earliest converts to Roman Calliolioiem. In Jatcr yea^ one “ Munmi 
Imetl dcsi^mkift of original ooloniats, owned a - Bhat or hmded estate, on the read ftem 
tivcl to the liai-Tilkgo CGiTi-gami^Girgaiim) ; and the ohsorvMit wayfarer of this twentieth 
who ^ks Malabar Hill by way of Girgaum Road, will remark upon his right hand, 
liard by the shop of Lawrence, the carriage hnildor, a '* Mdghhrii" (Munga-bbat) Lam-, whick 
appreximatelj marks tlie rite of the old Koli’s pesaeaions. 


• Dr* G * dm CcjdIm. Origin of BotbIsij, p, 
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^ tlnr Koli, liowijvtir, W1I3 not invnrialily tor locnl noanfluciafure : in at 

oti^ ini^aiicfl he i-uenis t'k Iiuve liorfowo'i a tit]« frodi tlin i^hTsioal eliftracterisHcu of his 

«aT j wetliug.pijiQ^^ Jiavo aJrwiiiy romarkosl tlm IlUl-lmu: opi tin en-Sttim sidn of 
oar thid isluitrf. Hindu iinini^jranUijfsiilwaiitieni yenri qilW itDptigri;* nnil tbo p«oplfl 
''liom tlifly fotind sntlla.1 nroiind il *' ].bii;^ri Kolis,” ns if tluiy wera -omo distinct bnmoli 
ot le old qiijot. Mfhlam rcsHanjh daolnros delinitely tlmt tlu'y ivuro idqutioal with tho rest 

u 1 10 tdfw upon our iijlainiii, we*ti siij|]dv* Matsi Kolh, liviuj; nliovo their brethren nrt tin 
iow ground. 


. . ^ aoiuiction that they settled idso in the fourth of our savon islijs is based iijiOn tlio 

orijjin ot the name “ ^ii^aKon," and upon the prasoiioi} of a moiicrn taniple of " tihorupdflo.*' 
iiiUj^n, which contqins to thta day n I^Dii-vaili or Koli settleinont, owns its nnmoi wo fanoy, 
to tio piinijeiit odour ot tin fish, wliioli iN earlissi inliahitanta canght, lirieii and ata. Agrictil- 
rists and fishermflii iho Tvolfs luivo haen fnnn Li inn iinniuiiioriut t but thost* of tlieni, that 
^^*^ ^'^***"^^* island, found fishing tnoro proBtnblo than agriculture, and lasanifr so 
tv^ded te the pursuit, that their home uaino.1 the title of “ Maohoha-ganv " or » the Fifh- 
'T ago* Ilo^rdiDg tho shrine of Ghorupdeo, Dr. da t^iiba toils os that to tliu Koli of ihiwj 
^ys Uw presiding .laity Is generally known a$ * Kliji.iahB.dev’' or the ‘ Uwk-go.1.’ .Vow tlio 
IS primarily a naturo-wofaliipper | trees and stoned have even been to him provoontive of 
that ravereatial wonder, which is the germ of old religtons. To the early Koli uf tli.v fish^viliag.. 
^10 rough boulders fo norlliward must have haen invested with somathinP or iliviiiity j jiiuy 
iise Sijemcd likvly ahoJe torsonie spirit, and thereby earned his raveronlitd rogaril, HSubse- 
.|iioi]L gonertitions of his jlmiily borroweij tlto cnst.jiii of hnilding shriiu*s and temples worthy of 
t eiT .JoittosL w herefore w.* of to-day may look upon a temple of Ghoru{MJev, ineoh patroiiiswl 
by Hindu lisherfolt. The inoJoni slirhio serves! to mark the spot where tin loanders ..f tin 
fieh-biiinlet itavve to the Spirit of the Uoclt, lu the ihrqo Sorthorii LsLiuds, whtoli 

mve latterly Ijeeii merged into Ihe Island of Doniliay, the Koli niay also have niai].:> his home, 
ero were Kolia ot lloory iMoH) in WoHi in 1747 ; tbare Is to-day a Koliwidi in MahJjii 
nod another in Sion. The viHago which subse.juently arose around the latter is fesponaible f.jr 
the name of the whole modern section ; for, being situated at the extremity of the isbiid, s 
triple proiiiojitcry, it earned the Title of “ Simva " (fi[r^) Sion), “ the bouadary-harnlijt/’ 
or last inhabited spot oro one voyaged across the stmit to the island of the " Shashasliti " 
{^Ibalsotlel or sisty-six ’ villages. To tho iiontli of the ijonndary-liftmleij tliere may bav.f 
arisen in time another hnt settlement, tlie members of which were skilled in fashioning ruilo 
lishing-craft, tiumleirs of wtiicb wonld he .Iniwn np ashore during tho rainy Stioson, Th.* 
sjKit wonld have been given the name of** Kaigamn ” or " the B^t-hainlct,” being yur 
ierttf tile hoin.> of boats. The name is with ns to this dav. 


Thus, then, during the dominion of the Shatiifcami, w hlJe tin- freighted vessel of the 
inorvliant stole to and fro along iho ihana ooast, the Koli dwelt upon mir seven islands and cast 
his note int-j their enoircltng waters. One is fain to believe that ho liofl conininnicalion with the 
main-Isml in that day. That ho sought the din and bustle of the rich markets of Aparantaka, 
But no evidence exists of any coimiiiiiiicati.m between these islands and the kingdom of the 
main-landf until after the Shataknrni dynasty had passed away. 

About twenty years ago excavutbii brought to llgJit two boorda of silver coin, bearing the 
legend “The illnatrioas Krislmaraja, the great Lord (or the worshipper of Jlaheshviim), who 
meditates at the feet of bis parents. " The coins, which were found at Cavel in onr island and 
in Salselte, leail us Lock to tho spectral past, when the Itashtrakutn monaraiiy hold sway in 
iManyiiklieta or MuikheJ, At what 'Info the Hashtmkntoa succeeded the Shntakarals, and for 
how long they rutod over the North Konkaii, is entirely unknown to us ; but the iiresenw of 
the ooins, of which eountarparts have been foe ml at Karliad in Sntani and also In Nasik shows 
that from 3TS-400 A.D., the Northern Konkau, Including onr Ileptanesia, were |iart of the 
dominions of the Kashirakuta KrishuLi. Jloreover, they allow that by the year 400 A,D our 
KoK wpj? in touch with the busy life of Tbaua coast, and piirhuin earned a scanty wage by the 
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of fisfi or hy pakilifiig-iip t}iv storiii*^^tmuiOil ves^l of the Sasaainiiii tmder,^ Apart from 
ifs intrinsic vciltio, ih^ dnunnirk of Krislioa^raja nppcala to its aii tlio first tilreot evklonco of Bomliav s 
<jf anf^ytioii with civiUsntion. 

Ffotn Krishnamja oit^nls to UieTniddli? of the ^i%ih century A J\, the ialo of our islands 
is inrolvi d in some oliseuritj^ JEnoh msty Iw loamt of the liiadii of the iiminbnd : how he 
voyagetl afar, ontbiddhig the Amh oad Perslflu III Afrfc^s porlSt and soUle^l in Persia* AJexnn- 
drhiij Ceybn and the fatlti^rland of Hiwon Thsangv Bat that the peaceful and Eelf'Cectreil 
exiiteneu of our primeva] Rsheriiien was in any way disturiied, can inforred only from the 
liistorECiiI statement that Kfrtivarmanj prinee of the Chii!nkyas+ who ftonrisibed about 
A.D*j iuvaJetl the Xorilt Keitkjm and defeated the Maiiryasi, who were then piiranioont thaTBUi,f 
Kow the ilanryan dynasiy, which presurmibly siicceetled that of tlie R^shrukutos, lias left iHihind 
it certain traces of its pammoimteT. IThonCCp crle^ the antiquanan. did the KoH acquiTStW 
suniame of Mor^*“ which bo 1 >€ars to this day| If not from the Mnuryuii dyoosty oFFuri? 
The Keli hits always borrower I souiething froin each new* tide of settlei^ or immigrants ; and 
just as he act^nirecl luimr descent fmn tho Brahmin, ora mde typo ol Chrtatiauhy from the 
Portugaeso, so ho obtainofl a surname from the ilynasty^ wbich ownei] him m its fliibjeet in 
the sixth oenturj*. Again, wh^re was the oity of Pud/'that flonrHhing capita I* desodbod 
as*^goddca^ of the fortunes of the xvestern ocean B3'koon atiiUysi^i intelligoiit iii^|ipeetion 
of old ruimi, cepper-^platea and ** oval seals of ligiit mhy-eolourod oornelian ” ongmTetl w ith the 
woni *Aumyona,' it lias boon shown that this reinarkable city vmg bniLt U[Kjn ihe nerth-eostem 
jHjrtiun et the Islam I of iThurapurii * a ill 10 ila Klophniite/ the fslaud of E!o[»haiita! From the 
wntings of early Partuguetc [ruvolloTs it is doar that up to tho Itithconhiry of the Christian ore, 
the Ishijid of Elephantii was known by the name of Puri, and tlicit the immes Ghampud and 
Elephantii are of later origin. Garcb tia Ortn|| who visketl the place in A*D^ remarks 
that : ** Thorp is another jmgoda better tlmn all othorsp in an bland callow 1 ^ Pori/* and we 

jmiJiB it the Isbind of the Elephant. Tlmro is a hill on it and au the top of this hill an under- 
gfoond dwelling hewn out of a living rock, Tbia dwelling U us large ns a monaiitorv* and has 
open courts and cisterns of very good water. On the walk around there arc largo sotd(iturpd 
imagp.s of elojihnntii, lions, tigers and of many Ikuman figures well represimtcd^ It is a 
thing worth i^ieing tmd it aeems that th+‘ devil [mt there all hh sirongth atid skill to 
do«‘oivB tho hcathfiii with his woi^hip/* OM Simio Botoliio also recortls how ^Mho laW 
of Pory^ which k of the elojiliaut, was routed ia I0I8 to Joiio Piress for cue hundred and five 
partly oa.” 

In the sbith ceutiiry therofore, tho early fiaher-folk of those HopFnnesia must 

In IVI! lieen in oloae touch wdili a higher civilisation ^ for almost within hail of tiieir rude 
vilhtgeSj lay the ciipital of a ]»owerfnl govomineiit* whose terrltor}' ir.olu[ied prof 1:1 bly alJ the 
klnnds of the Northern Konkan^ a town of groat importEtnce and opulence* llio “ I,flkahtiii'' 
of the western which Bsciteil the envy of ueiglda^uring chier^aliL-, :iikI soiit forth storo 

aien-at^ariiis to l^attlo with Clialukya hoitSi that Bwe[it like an ooenn across ihe bUinds, 

Though Kin harmnn 1 ho ^tauryus in the midillo of Uin sixth oenttirj', the 

soveroEgnty of the North Koukan w^i5 not WTOStoil from thein until the opening of the seventh 
EBiitury A.D. It was Fuisikcsbip the son of Kirttvarmnu, apd tlio most powerful of all the 
Clialukya kiiigs* who oompa^sed their downfall. During bk reign A.DJ the 

kicgs of Malwup Gurjur, Kanoj and Banavasi worn hroogUt inbi subjeotion : and C-hand 
Dtinda, hb gene ml, set forth Willi bund njds of shi|>s* and dmvo tho Matiryas from Pork No 
mntorbl relics of Chnlukya dominioTi over those Islands luive been lieqaoatbitd to us ; but* 
as ih IJiB case of (be MEturva^, so in tlieii?* a surname in use nmoqg the Kolb testifies to the 
infitioucc which they wieJdeiL Cholko,* w'hicli h diroctly dorivable from C-hnlukii^^* 
recalls to ilie mind that dim jMEst* w-bon tho oivUi^Eitioii of an outer world bad drawn very' 
nrar OUT Sevan kins, aommnnding them to awnke from thoir deep birth^sleop tor ever^ 


<■ Jii. 4 1 e. - 

t Ffj-ari rx.p, 30 . 


t ^ CaJaliBk, 

g IlL!r£t*i' ArdEaL-atagicil Bantyj E^ort tllp jp, SS. 
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Paiijsing onwarJ from cmd ucro,s 5 tie inartieolatfl gloom of cOiiJtitjr 

A,D-^ wo Arrive at a perJoil wliioli exercisod couz^idomble [ttfltienou u\^ii lie idatssls of Bonitaj^ 
tn rill likoHlioodi tlio t.liahikji'Jis laid tlio mastary of thU coitntrj* until llf advent of tlic 

Silnliairaia or Slielamg in ApD.-HlO, T^veiity SilrdKim kings ruled in tiio Nortli Koitkun from 
AJ\ 810 to A*l). lifiO! Tfioy i'ollod ilomaelvesTagrirfMimvanMlhiativar " or of 

tliu glorioits city of Trigar/* and obimctl deaoont from JimutvAhaTia,* Among tlicir olilof cilies 
woL '0 Full the mpjtal, ffniTnjniuaii (Snnjan), .'>hri-Mhana (Ttiiiim)^ Chanl, Xioniiil ancl Unm. Oi 
KaparJi, tlo first of hi$ Ihie^ ilttlo h known ; Lnt nn InsorEptioo (Ko- in Ho Kiinhi rl cavoi 
desenbt-s hiii son Pnlukeshi as iho Governor of Miiognipuri in Ihe Konkan, unit aa llni hiunlh' 
s^orvant of the Kn-'^litnikutri kin;^ Ainogliavnrsiliaj lienee ono may iiifer Hint tlio SilalirinLi 
itiihorrlniato to (lie H^slitraknLai^^ Tliat Ktipardi II iva* uUo a irilutyry I-i also provojl hj !lnOtl^‘f 
hiscription in the flame caves. Jlianjha^ the fifili kiiig^ h mentioned hy the Arab lustorinii, M'l- 
sudb xL^ rolirg over Stumor (Cimul) in A.D^ Mlt? A,[k; while Apnijitri, tile oJglitli of the dyriaf^ty* 
apjiBai^ from a eop^ior-plite, tbted A^D. and fbaiid at Blier hi Bhivatidi^ to Iinvo beconxo 
iFiLlejimidL-ntp on tlia nocnsion of the defeat of He Itaslirrakuta overlonl Kiikknb by tho Dialitkya 
monarch TailajiiVpf In a ooppor-plato grant of A* D. 1007, Arikesarii the tmth king* is deseTib*! 
iLs lonJ of 1^400 villages in the Konkan ; and mention Is mnda of FnrbShristhanak(niana) anil 
Hatnjan^ as his prinoiftal citieSit Mainkirjuna^ the ITth taonnrotij wielded great [lower^ and m- 
flumeil iJia tlrlo of ^ Rajapitatnahe^’ * the gran^liiro of kings! ' It came to yiitA that ono of hU 
barib jonmejeil onto the Court of l£uiMar|mb tl^ Gnjanit kingj anti there sang of tha glory of htv 
leni; whereat Ktiiiuirpal vimeil wroth and hade his geiiemi AmbEida jimrcli against the country 
ol ?ilalllkirjnna. lint the latter worsted Amljnda in bailie and drove him book to Gujarat. Once 
agxiiii did Ainbadn make tho essJiy wilh a stronger force j and, lioviTig dwfentoil and slain **lhc 
gnimldre ofking^/' rolurneil m tnumph to Anahilptira, tho oapibl of tliotiiijamt monarclu 
8 >uiiia or Samedivar was the last of the Siblmm liue, IIop by ill Iwip^ had to face Mohadov, 
the king of Dovgiri, who, in IW) A,D., invaded tho Konkon wilh a largo army, conshUtug for 
tho most part of elopbarits ! and being worsted, ha took aholter in his ohi[is«and there met bis dralh, 
probably by drowning. Hmnadri, tlie ei'Iehnitod nutiiater of Mabadev and Riundev^ records 
his death in tho 17th verse of bis * Kajopni-duisti' the Lord of the tvonkaiTj thougli 

skilloJ in swimming, was with Iiis host ilrownefi in the rivent^ formexl of the hnnionr (liat fell 
from the letnploa of the nm'I elephants of king Muhmlovzu t 

Who the BilalmTas were and whenco they came, is yet largely a mutter of conjocture : 
hut tho onding * ayya * of the nfinios of Jilniost all their nTinislerSt For e^aiiiploi, 
Xagabyyap liUkshinanaYva, which octixjr in their coppcr^pbdo grants, and the tm.-anskrit unniejv 
of some of thoir ohief>, favour the view that the dyuosly wasi of Sonlhem or DraviiUan origin. 
Other names which confront lu are Aimnljial Pmhhu and Bolala Prabhn. who ate suppsad to 
liave been KajitsthS|, tha ancestors of the IvayfLSth Prahlms of ihe Konken. Howsoever it be^ 
the Silahams seem to have foBlored colonisation and iiiide in the highest degree, an<i to have 
introdacod into these sparely- poptibied isbud^i a Booisd and religiotw eleramit, hUherki 
imkfiown. HlnJn, MiisnlmaOp Parst, ror^Ian, Arab, Jew and Chindmau, all viE^ited and BotUed 
in the Thana port^ in ihelr day. or hmvid tho dangers of the sea-and they were not few —for 
ihe sake of the saniluhvood snd mnbergrii of Socotra, the aloes, camphor and spikenard of 
Siam, Javo and Somatro. the poroelain of Chinn, and tha cowrie^ and gold-dtwt cfSofabu 
Ten thonsaniJ Pcraiima nnd Arabs inaxlo their home in Gscvnl! the Jew hroiight a living freight 
of wOiiiani etintidia arul bojH by way of the gulf to Cimulj Sanjan and Sopara : thirteen Chinese 

made of double firwood, fastened with good iron naibp and ilaubod withlbne, eheppod 
hemp and wood oir paHO.! the stormy nionEhs of m-2 A. D. in the harbour of Bombay, Nor 
were the ('elestiaU the onlv visitors to oop islanda. Tliere wore sea-rohhors ami corsairs in oiir 

• An ificwrat bow JmrittriUtskn^ b? Mi ^ilF-rfcrific* biv(4 Um triba from tbs oppiw^om (Jt-rntfn W*»ufci li 
^iwll la iha S^oflUril drmmA ** 

^ Vol. Ip r»rt UjpH J$. 
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harfioitr ui fcb<j olo.-iJO t>r iha chineentli c^^nturyj ffir Kaiw Polo bim&elf enw thorUj-^one of lUo 
iiiiLDy b^LEuts of ]iirute;i^ \xho tlie ^siaaE-traJii from finjarat soiitliwordj* atid Inter ga’fo 

their 13rune to ;i iiill anil [}mitiotitory of our i^InniL 

Xot Only ill the matter of t:onn!iinrofl diJ tho SlJahtink^ ovinco tlietr apfitude for iloHiinioO* 
They orgiini&od tlieir land ofso, by oreiitsii^ inr^e Jistrlots euHed * Uiislilras,* whiob 

were agnip !iub-rli%diled into ^ Vislisyaa " and ^ Gruiiia.^' (villnwes). In ohnrg^ of each Tillage vfttt 
a Fattitkil or h^^adniant whioh U tlis TPOflerii PatoL Fisriher t|l^^J oonstrocted a * Rajspath * or 
king's hi^h roatb^ paaniiig a liltJo north of Bhandnp mul foUotvmg the same lino as tho 
prewflt rood from BomUiy to Tlkntia,*^ 

Ttiat our sevofl Ulandii and thoir ]int-:^ttlemoiitd mtiiL liavo been brought into closer 
conneetiuii with tb^ brl^k life of tlio Kopkap cities seeois to us inevitable ; and idtlion^^b no 
definite record of now oolouis4ition exists, one inclines to the belief that our KoU cocasionally 
met with risitoria from among the many stranger [looploi wlio docked by the path of the swa 
or liy tlir king^s high i-oad to the territory of the SiUliams. To thi^ epoch, indeed, we wouLL 
asorilic tbe origin of tim natno ^Olri “^Vomairs Island/ Ijower Tolabn, The derivAtion w&3 
for sonietirue doubrfnl j all mantier of s|)eakable ami lui.'^iMmkabla [arsons wore declared 
lM>nsible for the name ; ontil at length the ooinpiler of the Bombay solved the riddley 

liy auggeating tiiat as the Kshers of fish solely wUhiii harbour JiisiiitA^ while rbe 

iJolaba fishers have thoir stakes in tbo iJjieu sea, the <Tohiba Kolia w'era koow^n as * Al OmaniHj 
the deep sea tisliers, from ‘ Oman/ the oonjiuon Porsltiii and Arab name for ihe that washea 
A\ rtstern India. ” H 10 word uniy well datebaok to thi’* epoch of Silahani doiuinioii^ when the 

Ar:b^ on IiIb way' to phioder or to Lmde at Pori, visitoJ the southennnosit of our Koli 
SOI eIj I Pen tv 

Our conviction in regard to the existence of more constant cotumnnicatiart between 
Bouiliny and the rnaiiilaud h in no wise shaken by llie remeanbranco that the capital of tbo 
-dyiinsty was fp flloso*! proximity to our seven isles, was in fact Pnri or Elcphania Inlnid^ 
dosorif>inl by them m ‘ ^langalpuri,^ ‘ ihe City of Prosperity/ and jii the ^ Kuinarpal Cheritni ^ 
liS" Shatanandpuri Jaladhiveshtite sea-girt uity of an hniidrod Joys/ Moreover wllii 

one particular portion of our ialaiid the name of the Silahania is indiBSotubly aoimeoted. At the 
ostreuie edgo of the promontory, which is k no w^Q to late-ceniera as Mnkhar Point, they dis- 
covered a atrajigtlj^cleft reck, fancied jonk cf in the atortny a^ason, 

incessjiutly surf-buffeted^ * Being of Bra vidian origin, they tornioi:! the spot ‘‘ Shri-Gnndi + 
w'hicli bus beep interpreted to mean * Lucky Stone and to further mark ihe sanctity i>f 
the spot, they, sLannoh Shnivitas ns Biay weroj huilt a mighty temple^ ornate wdlh carveu 
images of the Trlmiirtip 

llm induenca of the slirine and cloven rock upon all men must have been considerable. 
From the ffsherman^ with his ^ mg-gods ami pot-gedlinge of the tree ^ to the aged yogi, with 
rosary of liudraksha In^rries, many an inliabitaot of surrounding districts most during the SUaliam 
and btor epochs Lava visited the temple, and, jiassing tlirongh the irons to the lieid^g have 

sought rageneration by tbe perilous passage of the yoai» Now the original name of tho 
place wiLS * Srigundi * | but some years later, the Brahmin priepts attached to the 3hriite» 
invento^l for the greatof gloriKaatica of the temple and the deity, a tale, which is resDcn^Iblo 
for the modem name of the local Jiy, laying it before tlieir jiublic in the form of 11 Mnhatmya 
or Pauegyrfe. Hama^ HO mn the erst whiles halted here, on his jonniey to I^ALikct 

and mode himself a Mingo* of the sand of the shore | wherefore the deity whom we 
and ye rightly reTerenoe, ahall be ceilled **Valoka Jahvam,” ^^tho Sand-^ fiord/* The 
tale found merit 10 the eyes of man ; anti the place Ta called Walkeshvar ** unto this ilay* 

* Bombriy Tfll 1,. Pii.Tt IL,. p, JL 

t Dt. G CanEiji oplac^thnti^K^LuiijtipDTiiilwiAmE u ^ul^pir, in aim-e fw Ele^lwaU, Lr^n^ortfiv] hf 
Ebc Portn^awlaEo SintiEjMse^ f i^oidl utg‘g)eiti k e^Ftiasctkin tHtwoEn Gjuiidporl or l^hoonpur aad Sbnapqr^ tbt af m 
r Englidl Otu-trrj HE^rikr 0cerH*J ot 

I IfuiE^ ^ Litc^^ HuUa^ ' woald bo i inBffj pirrwct far it n pdfff KturAftH irari, ilirtcll/ 

fr>nii«t(!^ wlib Tflaga' fl ttmto ' ibiI th* Tamfl * It mtvi* (itj m. pit <?r hdllow, t^j thm irii at tbe fltcmipfbr 

^rtben or DltfAl T«*eL 
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Soin^ pArtif of Walke^hvnr still <iojM 4 trvfl tlio cnilin of tiiose old Silahfini liay?^* H* who, 
jAav'ing behind tho bnn^owi of el modorn centtiTyj Jireoti hh steps tu the very forealiore, 
will find A lititio colony of Sunyasi^p dwelling simid tlio tombs of brothsrafi v%'lio havo alresuly 
pnHsod beyond tho ImnrDOy and whoso ^^all unto tlie living in tho soft w tish of the S'Ca 

tunJ tile sough of the wind in old trees* 

TJio discovery of Shriguiidi and the building of the touipte seems to us to have l>een 
ro-spoDsiblc for another land mark of the ulond* llin strtsani of worshippers from tlio wide limits 
of the Koaknii kingdom gi^dmilly formed for itself ei pathway, leading up the jnnglo-cevered 
tiJopo of the hill; and, as tliol pathway was of neawssHy !Stoe[i iLinl narrow* Ifiter iiumignmtii on Mod 
it Riil ” or * the LaiJder/ 8oni« of nsi who waiiiler up the Hoad from the ChoW“ 

jwity 3oa-face to tho Ladies^ GyEukhnna on fdalnhar HilJ^ may well pause to roinembor that wo 
arrt treading in the footsteps of old-world pilgrims to tho shrlna of Valnkoshvar. The Siluliim 
mouarchs have passed out into the Night, the temple has Iwon battered into fuLtis by the bigoted 
devotees of Mahouimed or the Virgin iliiry ; bnt the tuilsonio roadT up which tho wors1ii|>per ot 
Shiva ^^bwly clomb, is \vitli us still, albeit smootliod and widened hj the hand of t1i« Euginoer. 

The soulliCTti orig[]j of the Sitahara kings and tlioee who followed them to Ikuiibayi may 
have oventufllly given rise to ancli local names na ** Nagpada " and Agri[wida. That the area, 
w'hich we now kno'iv urstier the former titlOj wii^i in any sense thickly oolonist-il, in moit nntikely ; 
for it rouiained^ like Kaniathipum, a swamp* liable to ]>erLO[liaal Hooding by the sea, for oeaturlea 
after thisi date. Bnt, as t^ir ■Tamos Co-mpbell luis pointed out^ the snffiv * piwla ^ which Tneans 
* a batnlel * is closely allied to the Dravidian ^ pddii, ^ and is one of the many wor<!a which 
suggest a coosidorahlo Dravidian elonient in the t'^vrly population of the North Konkau* Tl*o 
worship of the serpent^ which has provaile^l in almost all parL» of tho world, may be responsible 
for the firat liidf of the w orth The story of our 31otlior Eve, of Apollo and the Dolpliie Python, of 
old Nijrse-g04i Thor and the great llhigard snake, of tha Reil Indian ManaljOtho and tlio £.erpent 
Meshokenabek, find therr counterpirl id India hi talwof a i^eo of Ndgns, semi-divine^ whoso 
women wore Ihandsom a and ^em^timea in tor marrieil with mortals- In the old logonJ of Pnrna 
of kSopam odo isitohes a glimpse of the Nsiga«, imi caHoii perhaps on account of their devotion to 
serpent-w-or^hip. Bodilhu,” m we learn, while mSopaTa, bficame awfire of the approach of the 
Naga kin^t Krishua and GELtitanm, They came od tho weaves of tho sea w ith ^ 500 ^ Nag^u; and 
Buddha, knowing full well that if the Kagaa entered Sopara, the city would bo destroy^, went 
forth to meet them and converted them to his fadthJ' ll is not impossible tliat tho oiilt 
of tho serpent, and the introduotien of Dravidmn forms of spOBoh 1>y the SLIahara kings and thoir 
followers, liavo Ijoon primarily responsible for the title of timt iinh^dthy locality, known to 
Mtmidpal Officials of to-day as Ist and Nag[>adii* 

Concerning the DDme Agripad u, ** we eater tain more doubts ? for, oJihongh the suffix 
points to very old Dravidbn elomontSp tho Agria of Bombay thoniftelvos ehLim to have arrived 
here at a much later dab tlnm the Kolia and other non-Aryan people, The labonra of antluro-^ 
pologA’'* bo wo VO Tp show that the Agrls w'ore settled in the Thuna district in prehistoric times; that 
they arc on much the some social level as the Kolis, KathkiLrls, Thakdra and other aboriginal 
tribes ^ and thatj qotwitlistanding their pretansicusp their stniin of foreign blood is extremely 
slight. Jloreover, like on? Kelts, they seem to have be mo wed custoios and nomenclature frem 
later Hajpnt-named immigrants. The fact of their forming one of the prehistoric tribes of the 
Thona district in ao way Ci>nflicts with the view tliat they ontcred our XlopUnosla at a date auh- 
sequent to the Silahara om; bnt when they did ooTtic, and form a small wjtUoment, the anino which 
they Have It, uiz^ Agrlpadu or the Hamlet of the Agris, testified directly to the ancient and 
non-Aryan elomeots within theoi, Tho prootse site of their early lianilet is wholly unknown to 
n«. It cannot, for tho same reason els wo have given in reganl to Nagpodo, have been directly 
iltnated in the locality now kuown as the Agripada district \ but it may have atood on some 
risng ground, ndJaGent to tho drowned lands, niiJ, after the latier had boen rectoiiiieil by tho 
breach-slopping operatione of tlio British periedp have lent its name to a new and wider urea. 
All one can with certainty say, theroforo, is that the names of two wall-known porrions of modem 
Bombay are of non-Aryan origin, and perhaps testify to the influence which tho Dravidian monarchy 
of the Sllaharas once osercisad ever the nminjand and the islands of the North Konkan. 
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Tile Silfihnru i>pDcli^ th^n, wik of mm& importBuoo to i>tir Kot onij thi> 

mub El mollis of ti lugber civiliidtictn erected their liotibap Imt a new life and brcmder views 

Tuxist lu^ve been voiEebsafml to tlia Keli settlor b}" the proximity of tho capital, Pori, Tlie main^ 
Utid also wit .1 finding pLice within Ita limits for vaiioua moos, who in after time Bottled in 
Bomljar, There were Kayii^ths^ !i$ we have before stated■ ia the itQyixl courts, the pTol3aible 
ancestors of our present Kayaath Prahbiis j tbo Ponahiu and the Arab were living in Cliaol j tlie 
Pariis ivore a power in Sanjaii ; wliHe the const liamlet of XEivagaUEb [Sn the KohdKi Collectomto) 
bad already received the survivors of tliat imiill band of the chilElren of Iisrael^ whO| preferring 
the faitli of JeliDvab to all tJiJngs, left their homo in Yomeoj and all their [past behind ihem; 
wboije desoendanis, ptoftperoua and with nioiiDthoistic ftiitli intact^, are now' dwelling in our city. 

itii Homashvar ended ihu dyTiii^iy j and thencefoi^th iho Xorthom Konkan was annoseEl to 
tile klzigdom of Dovgiri. Jlaliadev, who def-^ated Soiiieijhvaf, died aVobt tbeyoi^r liTl A.D* and 
was siieceeded hy Rama Raja or Ramdov ; hat neither of these inonaTchs nppenrs to liavo resid¬ 
ed ifi the nowlj-aocjaired territory. According to Dr. Floot, (dyiia^ticn of tbo 

Kannrese diatricts), one Mahapradliaiia (chief minister) Acliyuta N/iyak was governing tho 
proviJiGO of Sisati [Salsetto) ns viceroy of king Rapidov hi the year lsi72 A.D* ; while from 
ono of til a Than a coppcr-ptnte% [published by Mr, Wathon, wo find tliat in tho year Sika 
1212 or A,D, 12llu^ a Brnlunia named fCrldma of the Blut i'ridva|a gotm was vieeroy of king 
Rmndov for the whole of the Konkan. 

In the year 1294 A. D* Aila^nd-dia Khilji of Delhi invaded tho kingdom of Devgiri. 
Ramdev, who was wholly unprujiaTcd for attack» horriodly eollectcd some 4/KiO men and endeav¬ 
oured to stem the tide of Mnsrdinan Invasion, But fate wa^ against him ; and Imvjng been 
defeatotl with bis aon Shuukar, hu was faToocl to sue fur p^aco on jtayinent of nil anaiial tribate 
to tbo Emperor of Delhi,* 

Kow' the sfeon' of events aubaoqnaot to thf? ^Hoton^ of Alla-nd-din forms a inost important 
portion of the history of our Island- It h nniverfdJy liokoowU^ged that, after the defeat of 
Ramdev, a certain Biinbii or Bhinia Raja estahlidted himself as ruler of tho Xorth Konkan^ and 
coloniwd the islands of BoniljaVj imd our first dnty is to try ami dUcovor the identity of a matiy 
w'ho wns tlie pionoor in the task of raiding Bomli^iy above the level of a mere fishing bam lot. 

An old poem, the Bimhakhyau, relates thnt King BlmhaJev come to tho Koiikan by way 
ot Aaaliih'aik in the year Saka 1216, that b 1204 A.D- f halted ii|)on the island of Mnlum, 
which Lo found almost uninhabited. So charmed was he with the fioouory of the Islands that ho 
Oansed a ro^Til palace to be bailt there, and also liobses for the sicconimcdatioa of the roynl guests 
and otlwrSp w'ho had aeconipaiiietl him to the Konkan throngh fear of the Jlosleni invodei's of 
Devgirt aiHl Anahitvada + ! With him there came from Poltlvan, OliamprmoT and other places, 
families of In[iirvodi BraUEiuus of the Madhv'audia SluikliJii ansi G6 other families, tlint is to say, 
27 kti]n!4 or fa mil EOS of tho SoinavaiisliWi 12 of Suryavnu phis. 9 of Sheahavanslii^, 5 families 
of PanclidJp 7 of Kiinbis or Agris, 1 family of Dassi Jjid^ 1 of Visa Loti, 1 of SlocJa^ 1 of Thc^i 
Moilq ami 1 of Visa Moda, ^ Such is, iu brief, the teaching of tho old Momthi account of 
the advent of Bimlaishabt in which the dates given are iuacounite, ansi the Eatatouieuts are 
occasionally so very conflioUug I hut, unlei^ cornobomted by Indej^etident evidoiice, they can 
scarcely bo aoewpted for the jiurposes of history* 

Now some autliontieSj notably the late Pr, GorBou da Cunba, believe that the Blmbdev 
or Bimb Raja here mentioiietl wus tdenliioil with one of the Bhicna Rajas of tho Chalutya 
(Solanki) dynrudyT vvbiob reigned at Anahilvudn in Gajanit: and Dr* da Cantia further observes 
in lib ** Origin of Bombiy/* tliat Bhim Raja of Gnjamt after Lis defeat by Mahomed of Ghazni 
at Somaatli in the year A.Di 1024 fled from hii eotm try, and to make up for the loss in the 
north, marched wilh his colony from Pat:iTi into the South, and settled at Mnhim. " 

■ VoL P*n lif |>. lil; aIiq EUIort ijidbi, TII, p. Ti, 

t Nfll4 lh*t tbU Ttmi tstfl »wUr COrmi>eiadH with y«r In Whkh icTaded D^rgiri and d^fAxled llam^Ar, 

wiJi BCinbftkhjrmnp p. lOS. 

; UinlAl:h^p p, IM. 


§ Blnbftlfliijm 
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But, it U a kistgrical fnct titut, uftor MLiligui-ed of Ghuztu litid 

ilopartAd witli bUarmj, Bhiniu BLaja retumeJ to bLs ogmitry of Aim 1 iil>w 1 i 4 nud in viituo of bis 
iJovoticn to Somnatbn of Frublui^, tbo toniplo of Soniouth to bo built of io lioo of the 

foriner ivoodfui temple, wki^h Mulioiii^d bad de^troyocl j thait be later sent an unoy aj^in^t and sub¬ 
dued tbo cJiief of Abu ; uud that Jia feignetl Apnbnvudu dll Im death in tbe yuai- A,D- 10G4** 

Agaiot the auLhor^ of ^VFmbhaiidlia ChiiibnianiBvya-^myUj. dain ebno- 
uieleo of Gtijarat, luivft reooiiled the iJiO:at nurture details of the reigns cd the rbnlntyn 
kiii^j of Anahilvu>lu t and hail the coiiijiiest and colonbntioii of Mahim or the Konkan 
by tilts Bbinia Raja and hh Oti^nit fullower^^ uotually taken: plaoe^ they woiild scarcely 
Ini'c omitted to chroniole s^j iMiporEanl an evonl. At tbe liour of MatwiniedV itivosiani. the 
K on kart pros inee was under sway of the Silaburas ; and a copperplate giapt dated Shaka 
diSt whieh is 1025, diow.s iliat T'luCturaj sras tlieii lord of the 1^400 Kortkan Tillages, that 
PnrI ami Hamjuman w'ere Ll'« ohiot cities, ruid that tbn taluka of ShasbasbU or Stdsetlo formed 
purl of bis posK^=f[ons. f On ilie other bund, there is no ri-ootii w'buLever that any king of the 
Solanki boLUie of Gujarat rnJei! ovrr ibo North Ivonkuii : and tlilH b natural, eonsideriiig that 
KinnarpalH who do feu ted Malllkarjini throngli his general Ambotla, was the enly monaroh of that 
dynastVT 'vhrt over auccessfully liivade^J rltis country. It is indisputable that the SilahjiTU 
monarntis ruled these luitda uuiil AA.K and then yielded place» in the][>erfi<wi of their last 

king Soniosiivar, to the YadEuns of rrevgiri* 

Tliirdly, Bbimn Tlajii ll, vvlio reigned in Atmlulvadafrotii llTPto 1242 A.D.^ was bo weak 
a man that be earned the i?uiibri«jeet of ^ Bholo,^ tlie sintpletou ; and the only referenoe mode 
to hfm Ijy the Gojnrut c1iTDnicilorH| sltow^s llnit Itb kingdeui was gnidtnilh^ dividwi among his 
powerful minbters nnd provinoinl obiefs,” Wfis this the inati to colonise Mahtni} to wrest the 
eovereigidy (if ilie North Konkaii from poivorful Silaham rulers like ApamdiLya nnd hie succes¬ 
sor Keshidev ?■ IVe think not ! 


But who, then, was Bliimdev^ wbo, according to old Alarathi nnd Fersiiiii records, now 
ill the poflseision. of tho family of the late Siniesai of Makdi seized the North Konkan, inade 
STabi or Mahim (Bombay) the capital of hts kingdom^ aod divided tho country into mtilials 
or districts, couipnsing l,b24 villages? 


From a Persian ^ firman' isaueJ by Nawab Chciad Khan^ Hubba of the province of l>aman, 
ami dated ?I01 A.H*, that is A.D* 140"^, we learn that ** Bimbasbalu bearing of the defeat of his 
father Ramatlev of Devagiri by Alh-tid-Jin, fled with the Rajguru Ptiru.^boti^m Pant Kavie and 
eleven CmrAos hy the iboro of the sea^ and took [los^ession of the fo-tt of Pamera, and of Bandit 
SanjaUj Daman^ Shirgaon end other places^ He thus obtameil all the territory from Parner to 
Astugar* He came unto Mabf (Mnbim in Bombay), and ilividod the country into 12 parts, giving 
the prmdnce of 3Ia]ad and some villages from the province of Pahad onto the Hnjgura Kavle4 
The Bimbnkhyan also that the King gave the village of Pahad to tho Haj-purohit 

Kavie, ntiJ the village of Puspavli to the j^enadbipati and Kulgunl Gangedhar Pant NA^'ak* 


• Vol. I, Pun 11 ICS'^lTe, 

f IntL p. Sj'ir, 

: Tl» d4K«idunF ftf \hk iUjjgtarq! KavJft w.rt llQJ *% Ifalad it Pmtill J md up !ba ibu timt M thfl Petted BAjirw 
ih^j aijoTHl tie and SinkriipMafl, « wiU bi Mil f™ ll» JaUer wlin* by the H^ivtraw 


Eombay In the Pfr<hT» ^ .i »r i. 4 ,-»j 

^ ** Boiabiir CmU*, >I»rc:b €lb, 17 M. 

Ta tlM IllnBtriiiiEi ^}\tAO FimOil PrailLaii, Prime minltltr of tbf moft eiDallmt Jobn Hflffr, r«d4Hn 

Gl Itwiia, P(f*lA Arjihkp by tbt aottUJfiatnxHii Eflgl^b CamiMny UOTeTMr ■mi Commandef-G^tienl ol tlw TliftftJ aBd 
CitfftSp el Bamtiy ani sM III ile[*|MlecidM by HI- MAjoity of Greal Eriuia, whdrm Cod pr*»nWp M&Si blm 

I bun fwdvwl ytiar ItlEf r of the »rd f tiitoBt Ja «hidi ypo fcy B^fitnnatlu year KrtmUbad er4tf 

Hrt whii-h fmin ■Btirpity iYJM ronrfatliBn*^ Ilfci iniiyycd io ihe Portia ffnia- toftlcerif^, bj ihe aocinL 

EmpcTon ef FIj] iHitici utd Aftriiwdi wofiraftl by Ibo Kinsa ef Portosal, uid by tba VlrerDyi of Uo« (kn pi*o« 

of whioli) Itf (ad doooiBflBt* \ bat Ihul tbs uid Aotnj! ^^huamlh ha^jf b«a Mora tbo tribtoul Of tba 

[cy,oi*£tiDn cnT« y^ar pr^Ktloii, ana tbnwfore yon dsdio thv. tho -M be eiominod to cot Coiart €f 

Jttdtnitmo, if ihify i^e ianml t® bo tner ■» iatlaipilEflci uuy ba mlo lo the Pofln^noM le abide by wbit mj bo 

muoMblo, to whlcJt 1 be* to reply i Thai ye« aw awnrs ibat U» dortiioB of meb daim. Mom wkly with tbo GewroiMl 
that erODted n» Itawa and tb*t BO osher (<3orefim|HiO Can iiaUftol*; a&i tMi beloE w, it li f^r tbi plid AttLajl 

UAK^aQatb to jaFUfj hJj to JMiT tiibnMb oay for any OoTommstit to tot^Tfer? with its aotborliy er naawtj if the 

Nud Antoji lUithaBitb 3 i aHsuftl bef&riibo laqemiM, oth wMditbs fioyal witborl^ Uiair ham no p&w«. I bop* 
will caoaaued we to Bomi olbw bTMill€li*^ to whifb I nia? be oerTieeible (te yoc^7^^ 
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Now, oi Mr. Fleat’a * Kanarjjsa DynnstJas' proves, tbe Hwyiik fumiJy vras in liij'b Invonr 
vrith the Uevgiri inensrohj ; for in A^r*. 1272 Jlabaprodhao Achyut NAyipk wua ruundoTs 
vjLeroy m tbo provinae of Siil^elto* * 

SeeonJIy, tbore is in esistence a Perslftn patent, bearing (bo seal of Mahomed 
Devnui of Sultan Ala-nd-din nl' B&Inr and dated tbe firjt year of tbe aooessiou the ihrano, 
tbflt is about the year 1436 A,D., wbicb aho«9 tlmt “ in tbe Sdivahnn em 1212 (A.D. 1290) 
Raja Bimbaabah, having takoa tbe ownersbip and poaseasion of the oouotry from tiie bands 
of ■ Karson’, kept it for himself. The country conbuns fourteen Pargana-s from tho jurialiction 
ofSaratbbiitato thelltnitaofOatuim. At the same time, tiw ofliue of Sirdesnl and Sirdesh- 
pande was under the control of Gov ind Milkari. The said Mitkari lived for 3 yeani in tbo 
r^Jgn of Bjijn FauibGihiJ]:,* ** 

From tbe early bistory of the Deowin, wa already know that in tbo Sbalivabnn Sbaku 
I2l2,fl Bnihmin muned Krishna of the Bbaradvaja Gotra wa> the viceroy of King Ramdev 
in tbe North Kontan ; and we cannot help being convineed that tlie *' Knrson ” of the Patent 
from whom Raja Bimb took possession; was identical with that Krishna, 

Jjiiitly, a Wlnapatra, or grant of Iho rights of Sirdosut and Sirdesbpaiidc, made by king 
Bimbtlev lobis Hiijgiiru Pnrnsliottuni Kavlein tbo year Sbaka 1221 ( A.D. 12ij9)> allows timt the 
province of tbo Kookan contained U Farganas or distriots, and 2 Knalias or sub-dislriets andtliat 
the island of 3IobIiii (Boiutjay) was oalleti a Pargana, containing 7 haiulots. t It fortlier states 
that " In the month of Magh Sliaka 1220 (A,D. 1298) MahtirAjadhirAju Bimbslrnh pnrobaseilfrom 
Cha-TigLtniiUi!^ widow of Govind ilitkari, the matun of Sirdesal and Sirdeshpndo in tbo proviocee 
of Jdabd, etc,, for 24,000 Bayals; and after keeping it in hU pcawssion lor one year and three 
tuQulhs; presontftl it ns a religious ofiering to his spiritual guide Pnmshottnm Kavlo ot the 
BhuTudvaja gotra, on tlie ooeostion of u Solar Eclipse in the dark half of the uianth Vaisnkb in 
tbo Shaka year 1221 (A.D. 1299), and in the presanoo of an aaiembly consisting of the Prime 
Minister MitlliuTrao Shrinivus, Chilnavis Clmndraiaid Parbbn, Falatigmo Nyoytulhtih, and 
otbeiBi, merchants, mahajans and JumindaTs.t*' 

Tbo above ovidonoe leads ns to tiio conelnstoo that our king Bhlmdev, who died in tbe 
Sbflka year 1225 (A.D. 1303) § and was succeeded by ins son Fmlapabituba or fraiaiHliah, was 
none other than Bhima llnjn, the second sou of king llnindev of Devagiri, It was a couimoii 
custom among Hiiidti prinaes, whenever thoy foonvl their lives or klngiiom in danger, to sand 
to a place of safely a scion of the royal house, in order that the “ Vanaba " or royal lino might 
not become extinct: and it seems to us probable that Ranidov, seeing his other son Shankar over¬ 
powered, and being surrounded by the advancing army of Ab-ud-din, took the precantion of 
despatching bis second son Bhimdev to the Konkan, which bud up to tlmt date hoen free from 
Moslem attack, ond was indeed ha the guardianship of Krishna, a viceroy of his own choosing. 

WitJj the advent of Bhimdev and his foUowera begins the history of the growth and 
colonisation of Bcmhay. Tha island of 31ahim upon which Im settled, had, previous to bis arrival, 
been known as* If owale' or ‘ Barodhet ’ (tbe desert island) ; cue of u group of laies, sparsely peopled 
by families of Koli hahermen and other low-castes, overgrown with babul trees, and dowered with 
a fine temple of Valkeahvar and a shrine of tbo atoieni gixklese Mumbadevi. Here BhimdoT 
stayed and bnilded a fair city of temjdcE and palaces, for himself eud his followers, which he called 
* MuLikavati ’ (Wahim), Those tlwt aooompaaied him npon his .foumey belonged, according to 

* £pp«Cid4ix Xo* VI in VoidyA^l AHCbOt cJ tii« And^nt Britimini Korth KniLluqj p. fJL 

t Tbt TbIuNa Mi^r Donilitiiir S*? TiUBgiB^ Tatars of Blilitm 

{BomtMj) cf 7| Bn Bhoi^^orh ef E^di ^^4 of of ■tfij EKmua Khaoadb CAp ctC A4 ^ of 34^ 

of Uilkiia of ^4,, of TBriput of 3'^ i Kib^p VelbbI of 13, of 14; Pfaiat Suije nad 

shf A7-J. 

£ Tbe Eul of Uili DmuBpatni ii now io ihfl poHseBio-ii trf ItiO deicendBliU of Lbfl RB)|;Dni Fjyiqjlj At 
VoSdj^B't Awitntj A^pOQdiiE^ p. 

§ Viilr Bs NATrOt'B HiBtOiy of tlie PtahtiDBp p, qB. TtiB iplWB lo be ■ Wbij aliart period fuf oU tli* 

^iBprDTBmiatBje4c.3 AttribAiod le Biaub ftajB. * 
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legend, to four mam ola35«s who .Rprood over the faee of the TlopUeeiia, thror^r 

tnuttiidie^h tmiied anil witW led so fjeacefb] an lliat mpii from oilier ooimtned, both 

BrahEuins and traderj^ came tliither also, seeking the shelter of Ehinia^s mlo. 


3In Morjdiy in liis^' Keiiiarkii on itio Oldest liaoes of Boialift 3 '’'^ observes that the great 
inflni of a variety of castes and races into Bombaj', nmy Ijo traced to eortain events wbicb ren¬ 
der the political and ooniniereial liisitcuy of the island a living record i and that b_v studying 
thoir recoixls^ tradiHons> usages^ origin, mid meaning of the ntimes of localities^ and cspeciallv 
their Jangnages, one m^iy fairl}" come at cortailn conoInaloiiB regnrtling the history of this island 
and it* dependenoieiS, parti^nlaHy Saloode^ Xow of tlio four main cliuaes titat ocBompfiiiued 
BLiJindev^ the foremost^ whereof tlio hi'Ecrlan makes nientiouj is that of the Prahhiia or 
Lorda **— A noMesse of conimerca nml palitic^^, ona might witii the gmnd tk-uimfltisrgic 
faculty of thought in thdr head* ** These wore they who aided their mlar to hnild tliO 
temple Lo his family deity, Prabha^nti or Frahhndevf^^ to divide tho dependencies of 
I^Tahikavati into niahnls or disiricN, smrl pakhodie or Imoilets, who watciied the growth 
of the kingdonii fostered inida, settled disputes^ and geaendly' prodded over the course 
of public affairs. With the Parhhus oamc also their minister of religion^ men who conJd 
rewJ the starn^ niid knew mnoii of sickness and the healing virtue of iiorlM, Thoy Ijolonged 
to thy Madlivanditi Slinklm of the white Yajiirveda and wore in after time called 
Palshikar Bmhmins^ from the nibige of FiikiwH, In which they made their Ipme* Tljcse 
were the pritjsis of the people; and douhtless gained raaiiv’ a convert aniong the 
ahoriginal worship| k?o of Rtwjk and Tree, h_v inventing their rude deities witii greater 
Euajest)', The legend also talks of the arrival of cortalfi SlioshavAnahU or Bhantlaris, 

A title derived from the Sanskrit Mandarak/' * a diflUiler t.' Concerning th^ men,, 
some donht o^tisU J for, in tite words of tlie thoir strain of hihJ 

Of foreign blood can lie bat sfmallj^^ ** among somo the rpTnoinhraneo of a hurried flight 
from the Houth stiU reEnams,” ami *Mhoy seoEii to bo Agris wUh a larger plmre of foreign 
blochL N^ow the Agris etmim allegiance to BhlmdeVi stilting that they came to Bombay from 
Mtmgi Pnithan wiili Bliiina Itaja^ the son of Raiui Raja ; hut* consiilering their position rebtive 
to other old Com uniDi Bios of the Thrttia district, one inclines to the he I i el thid some of them iimj" 
have been resident in tho Heplatio^ia. prior to BhirEidev’s arrival. That beihg so, it not im- 
poeaihle perhaps that the Bhandari nr Palm-jiiioc-drawer of Bhiina^s ret inis e^ iniuglcd and in 
time intermarried with the wameii of an lihorigsaal stock, giving hirth to a rsico of Agris with 
a larger share of foreign hlowb " Howsoever It Iw, it iis to the Bhunilana and thoir offf^pring 
that w^e oivo oar plantnllons, anil the name and locality of ** Muuinalnj*^ which includes the 
modern Uahim w'ocxls ; for Muninala*^ isaimpl)^ '‘M^dmak^^ or *Mha Ofoliord of Coeou- 
patius,^’ Together with the Vadvah and MeiIih, bnsbaEiidinen and gardonertt, who oleo arrived at 
thijj epochj the Bbandarls initiated cultivation in our se^oo hlands, introJooing Emmy of these 
fruit and flower-beariDg pi ante that have lent iheir names to ^lortions of inrHlern Pom liny- ^^o^ 
were tlieie wanting warriors and craft-men for the finire aoinpletn foaudnt™ of Bhima^s 
The .Sninavanshi Kshatriya^ or PanolikaUhis also came in the kiag^s wake, a numerous das. that 
hrid earned an uudybig reputati<in for liard work. niti hti a'aAiV who can 

call a Panchkakhi idle ? '* so rims an old saying, testifying to tlm stout hands and hearts of oor 

early colon ijts. 


Wft may P»usii forft monieutftt lliisjancture to see wkit htstorioal :nfenjnc<s, if imy. 
canbBdwv,iffointho I*ngii:ige,orii^g«!3 of llieae carty oostos and (rooimroitiw. Though 
tho Innguflge, roWttdsiys *i»keii 1>j tho Pr.ihhaa, PuiiehfcnLshls apd Bbiindaris, h M .ratln, tlieir 

homo'loiigiie contfkina a Inrge portieptiige of words boirowod from ihe alioriglnat s^Htilors, lha 

Koli and dio Agri. Thi? Pal-hifcac Bmliniins, iwlng by reown of their rcHgioiM datjaa soobUy 


B St- Hiftoiy I'f (ti* fimltaa*. pp fi***. 

t - 111 . Bli.«l.riP*«r.ctUto ■ «r SkJ*« of (h* Conm.nay. TI .17 «»« ilrt f:tL«bi.v«i«h. 

I Bh^ -e-* »Wl p..lr.flicrr. 1 - Li. -.d t«.l o, pl.rin„ iL. ‘ 

buKl.. Th..rti,»l«r.i»H«i..r.litl.l«dbjth.Bh.n.li!, .«.t pl-« during .,f !!»«_..« TI..- 

, . - a _ _L iLaufniid oF Hh lilapU from t3» HaTiomuitdiin'i 1+ B. JtsOth 


htW tUficiiy jkbKit e hvi'mis po««s*i*ij aF Uh lilapd 
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and intfillectoully litiperbr to th& otbei* and l}emg al3o in constant touch with 
Sanskrit literature, have not inlrotlucdd into their home-speeoh ao ^ proportioTt o 

abartginal word$ ami phrases. And yeU even in their oaie, the langaage spoken b) the o ^ os 
of tliair females differs widely from tncdern Marathi ; atol fotemblijs^ in truthi the language pn*- 
valent in the Deccan in the thirteenth ccntary of the Chtisttan ora+ Pick out, for e^aniplefr tiom 
the * Doyanesh^ti rl ^ or sonio riniilar old Marathi work of the thirteentli coiilnryi a few wo S 
of pure ^famthi origin whieb might now bo oon'^idered ohaolole or out of niiOi and ask an 
uneduoatod old Tady of this Bmhniin community whether she understood any of them- 
Not only will she bo found to unrierstond tlnmi, but to have actunlfy us&d them in^ r 
conversation, notil iii& cltidiog of an odncated daughter Or dnughter-vn-law bode her discontinno 
the practice.* 

The langnoge, therefore^ spoken by the highest of ihe communitioa that joiimoyed hither 
with King Bhimdo\\ does not differ greatly from that in vogue in the Deocim at the time of tho 
migration of the king and hia followeifl to the Koukan, Tlia caueo of the phononionon ifl 
obvions. Bhhndev^a sncocssor did not reign long in Bombay i for in the middle of the fourteenth 
cCntnrjj Moslem rule was firinlj establisheil in tha islnnd, and remained uncharged till the 
advent of the Portnguesot After the Portuguese came the early period of British dominion; 
uud during the whole epoohj from Mnsalman to Britlii^h rule, the jwople were practicallj cut off 
from all lutercom^ witli tlioir brethren lu Deccan ^ and had coni^ueiitly no opportunity for 
improving tNeir Jangn^ge^ which ba$ thus preserved the charaeter which it possessed at tho hour 
of the CLSodus. ^ 

The iraditionf of the Prabhus^ Fauelikalshis^ and their priests the Fahhikar Bmlunitis^ 
distinatly Ikvoar the theory tliat they eatiie Ironi Paiihaa with king Bhimdev^ the son of 
EtniiideVi Raj A of Devgiri at a time when the city of Devgiri was besieged by Ala-ud-diii 
Khiiji, Emperor of Deflii s and theh view finds support in the old Jlaraihi and Peraian reeoids 
which some of them pt>^^. 

It remains to nollce any impressions, left upon our Island to Riis day hy Bluindev^'a 
Hegira, The aborigjua] set dor had formed but-set tleinonts within hor limits^ and raised rude 
fihrlues to Khadfikn-lev j the Bilaharas had built new temples and tonght tbe Ko!i and Agri 
customs of a hitcher onler; ilio immigrants from Devgiri huHt a capital oityt iuirodtiood eoltivn- 
tion, built more temples, and made uur islands the heanl-quartors of a kingdom. Pr^nvionsly^ 
Bombay hod Leon mendy an apjn^ndage of * Puri; ^ Bbimdev deserted * Puri * and raised Bemboy 
to the position of a oaphnl under the title of Mahikavati or Mahim, 

Among the most notoworthy legacies of hlsrdo were the special privilegeii or nghta, 
which many of tbe castes, that came witli liim^ enjoyed till quite a recent elate* Ijook for 
example at the following ptitent of Governor Wybomo and Child, the original of whioh is at 

present ia the joint pojtae&^ion fif Chintuman Bdambhal Naik and Nilkanth VUhat Padhye, 
the hereditary prjesU of Mahfm :— 

Whareis Eashinath Gamhha Naiqne, Tithal Naiqno and Bana Poddb of 
Mahim^ Brahmins, have fesr many years past been granted the oMca of Bra 1 1 mins id 
the township of Mahini| and its jnrisdiotioufl, in porfoiTRing the riles nnd reTeinonie& 


* Tlba fdllav,]!^ Dse % -mjirdt otUie klfid melttitiudI** 
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of marriage, ailmiDisterlng pbjalg to the stak, opd doing and performing oW (rtbor 
ceremonies relating to tlio sakl otUce. as aiipoars to mo by several ordflR, I 
thought fit and do hereby order yon the said Kaslunath Nnlnna, Vithal Naiquo 
Baim Piidilht, to oonliiuie In the said office of Bmlimiiia, girfng fuU pow*'" i*" 
the same and to porfonii all the rites and canemonies of luarriage, and to admimstor 
physic to the said inliabitonts of tha town of Mnhint and its jurisdictions, prohr- 
hiting ilM persons whatsoever from luoletitiug or disturbing yon in the execution of 
tluj said office upon any protonco whatSDOvc^r*'' 

Given under my hand mitl soaJed with the-eel of the Court of Judientnta of 
tha Island of Bombay, this ^^nd of August, Anno Domini, 1685. 

(Sd.) STEPHEN COLT, ^AlJSE. 

SaoMtary. 

“1 do Lerebv eonfirm and ratify Gussluath, &c., Brahmins in their nfficos, in order- 
ing all the respective inbabihmts of Mahim to pity a dutifol respect amtoble to 
llieir oDipIoys, 

Bomlmyi thiii 29tli Oetobor 10^6* 

(SdO JOHN WYBOUNE. 

" Upon the reptest of the wiLhin-natned persons tliis is oondrmed upon them.' 

Bombay Custle, 22nd June 16S9, 

(Sd.) J. CHILD. 

Acmin.thereistothieday intJio village of Naigaon, which lies between Vadala and 
Parel, n sjiot known to the villagers as “ Bliima Raja’s Wady,” At present the ^aceis occupied 
by the * Arsho Mahal' or Mirror Palace ofJivaiilal Uaharaj : but Io«ol tnidition, prevalent 

among the descendnnta of Bhim Itojas fallowoig, declares that hero Stood of old ono of tho two 

palaOM, btiiJt by tliat king, the prinoipal seat oi' “ Nywya " or justice. Tha second lalace was at 
Ebcda, Lower Maliim, Now liaid by the Imlls of jnstiea woro quarten reserved for the mo of 
tho Haj-gum or royal preceptor, nud other Brahmin tollowers, whioh earned the tillo of ‘ Bmli- 
man Ali * or * Baman-Ali/ tho street of the UTahmuis. This is the origin of tho name 
^ Baoiualii^’ which to iho uato this day* 

Those well-kuown namea 'TUkar^di ’ and ‘ Bboivadi ’ uUo date from thia epoch ; for tho 
Tfaakurs, Bhoirs, and Gawands wore throe recognTsed divisions among tho Inwor classes of Bbim- 
dev’s retinue. The Thahun wore the |ietty officers of his army ; the Bhoim or BhoL were bil 
uolnnquTn bearors; and botti have loft the kguoy of their name to tho locality in winch ^ej 
made thoir home. The Pnibhus settled in the vicinity of the old tomplo of Probhadovi, whmb 
wasL in A. D* 1519 , razed to the ground by men, who for about a oontnry and a quarter waged a 
froitlesa battle against the old deities of Bomlay. Fruidess indeed 1 For in the dark halt of 
Vaisakb, fidi seventy-eight years after the soaptro had departed from tho men of Portugal, 
Fruhhavati appeared in a vision, and bade tho Fmbhu brotherhood build a now templo m her 
honour. Thus, there is to-day iu the Mahim section, a shrine of Prabhodovi; and tho four-armed 
goddess still watches over the descendants of tho first setUora. 

Tho Romavanshi Kahatriyfts or Panchkalshifl formed a colony in what is now Parol. 
Dr. da Cuuha, following tlie teaching of tho GaitUeer, and on the analogy of other place-names 
in tho isbiid, informs ue that the origin of tho mtuo Parol is tracoahlo to the eristoaco of a idant, 
theSwnmii* Swaroufrni, or Treo-Trampet Flower, which is known in tho Hindu tongtio as 
“Padel" Wo venture to put forward an nltoniativo,and equally plausible, dorivation. Tlio 
«rly history of our island is, us Dr. da Cunha remarks, oloeely interwoven with tho liistorj 
of its temples; and it is admitted by all tliat, ecmetime after Bbimdov’s immigration, 
a Pmbha named Mankoji founded a shrine in Parel village, and porpetnatod his name m the 


title of the deity, who koowii Mtmho-ihTnr*^ or Mnnkojri? gorl m these tUya* It is 
-fflitmmely xinJikely that the J^andhkalshiH sfhauld hsive possensed no slirineSt poeullar to thalt 
caizimqe[tj\ Aloroover^ it is stated as a faai, tint they built thm temples iimlef the patronage 
of the ftijap two for their family deities Wage?Imri and tianidikn, and a thirrl to Mahadev^ 
Now the lipg ** of this Muhadev is SAid to be Svi^j^inbhu or pon-artifioiaU and was therefore 
held to he of equal jizi|iortmii'e and sunetity with the colebralnd ** ling of Vaijanath at Parali 
in the Deecan, Tlverofere the thjril temple, which the Pzinchhabhls builtj was called the 
shrino of Parali \''£iijaj]ath 3Iahadeir j and as the deity’s title was VaijaPatli Mahadov^ tho first 
portion of the title was given to the vllhigOt in w'hicli lias temple siood^ Tlio present temple of 
Malimilev^ which h statod to rest on the eiact site of the original temple, fitentb in the middle 
of the Paniii/^ Pami;^ or Phrel village. 

Tli 0 njomory' of Bhjina Itaja the Goed^ the Benefactor of Bombay^ Jias not entirely 
departen from among tlie children ef men, ^fhe villagers have deified^ and still worship hiai : for 
ill tliat Oart, ctdloil hy them BhiniM ItpLja^s Wftdy^ and by others the * Arsbe 5Iaha]/ the descend¬ 
ants of old Bhob and fhakars lia?e set up a lilac k stone, ropresentative of the kingj besmeared 
with red ochre and adorned wiEh floweriS, lo wtiirh they utfLr^ at cerlidn firasonsj milk^ 
biitteri fruits,, and flVMn gnats ami fowB. ill quite a recent date^ im annnal * Jotra * or fciri 
at which animals were i^eidficeih was hM in lib boponr j bnt the new Mahamja, owner ef the 
Oart, a strict Vubhnav, ferkde the mt^toni, iidvbitig the |KTip]o that the feeding of Brahmins was 
a Biirer methcMl of pacifying BMma Riya's spirit than the skiagKtor of dumb oreaturos, IVe like 
the idea^ prevalent among the tmcnltured ilenbenis of Parc!, that the spirit of the old momreh 
slilJ haunts^ still wutclies ovor, the iaiiEb for which be did ao imicli and afion which be sot an 
inomdiciahle seal. 


In t1i0 year @-haka 12‘?5 (A-P* 1303} King Bhimdov J[ed„ and was auocoetfod by Eib 
ion Pmtapbiinb, or Pnitapshah, as ho h sometimes called,* Nothing of importance is known 
or recorded of him, save tliat he built another capirnl city at ilarul in f^nlsette, w hioh he iiamdi 
Pratappnr, The name of the ci^' still lives as Pardapur or Parjaj^ur, a desertwl village near 
the centre of Salsette. 


In the yeir 131B A.D,, (iftor tho reduction of Devgiri and the defeat and dentli of Harpaldov, 
son-in-law of t]ie Yadava monareli Eamdev, Mubarak, the Empewir of Delhi, onleml his 
gaTTlstuia to hs extern led to tha sea, and occupied Jlahiui nod S^alsotle.t But Mtihomtnetlnn 
sapremricy was probably not firiidy established till later ; for old Marathi rsoords show that 
Pmlapdiah rai<;noJ for gS yeiirs, that is till A,D. 1331, when he was slain, nnd Hts kingdom 
qanrjKiU, by Lis broLhar-in-law Na^furdcT. the Chief of CheLlJ 


Nagardev roigned for 17 years, tliat Is. till the year IMif, when his domimons prissed 
into the Imtids of the filoslem rtil.iTS of GnjaraiS; and thus aama to an end the sovereignty of 
old Ff iadii Kin^s over tha islands of Bombay and its depandenoies.ll 

Kn»lM ahib «r a mh Hh.ti. li ■ p.-f.ls„ namii, ir.‘t^^,f.mSlv of iL* 

ptiirilb.tinth-. SluU IJIB (J) It.n>.i(r Rnf, *i,h big pod BuaMtv wenltSpsThig 

«^tl ^ "** Twiwri. lid Ihe Hng. Bbind„ „u OFH «jp,g,af,rTrf opoa tiii tb« 

titlfl or ElPlitlis- 

li B iTa* QM vWtgd rJsUij Caafl, b«t tbf ds[« glr.n aV.r. Sets Bot gprinr hr Coinpir, 

Ulq follOwiDp ^ 

M lUftd.si.dt. wm. IV.,^ Ut DsUitJ wiA BtHL> of Ur.„ *.,1 dininrlfca; .nd ,^-.1 

«>flf*r-cd upt.. b.du i>ot o tj wft, b. ™(,.t.d to hut idhff. htr ,to iddtd e. h.. dturintort fpr .11 

ol wv dl bt dd !».=.*. ..d Hd iTlbBt. to f c of Otlbi. vbr oo .i.j. „„«l- ^ bF^ tb. dF.trfet of N.^ri 

to Gtjna .. ■ ,*T30UAt toUto, .lul. OBud luiti, to imj homf. ■ -floftio, Tot. T. P.rt 

rXf p. -o^i. 

f Fom,tj«^Soc,Tiajji,jTiiT. 129. 

I K'hl, H’ltocj or nit PiubbLflJi p|\ 

lAtft.Tdiort toM*rmtb.wcojtt,|.,tl. to'lowt.c com* oomViiwd to briuj .Wttoe U1I of tiji* K*B.rd.v, Tht 
kiflg bsd . f-Toartl nuiftl El.pidih'rU Thk TBS. WJU a»> to. tiJ «o. .o nuaittm.fo .o. of Lb« Hor, Bb.ad- 

.ppolntrf bv NBtr.nltT G.wrB-r rt tht of S..m gn^tb- oppr^wd tb. iMlubiUnuof 

t^D, EflladUwWmBUiiitod«.d diriilM it toto 'UtblV ‘bigba., ud ..d for nob 'b.f.' (=8 

b.Eb»J Ui. wno ofd*tll to piy foot m.oojt of tht prodoc of tbt l.ad, Ttu. fevende r,!**! .ad ny^ f.TD.T 





17 


Ero tho ourtam falls tipon this dim periwl of oiir ifilimd-gloTj, it wora well to take a rapid 
Journey noro-iFi the Heptane^t noting aoch of tlioir peGuliaritioSi as may be diaceraibla from 
localitltkSornaitiQ^ m ttie^e daya^ Tlia two southern islos oan have changed hot little 

by tbfl olosa of the Hinda period, imi nince the Koli^a first arrival oo thoM shores. The twsa 
together fond the Kold-bhat (Cokba) or Koli'a portion j and tho smaller of the twaitr^ being 
inhabited by deep-sea fi-aliermetig has been endoweil by Arab seamoo witli the separate title of 
Al-Omani&^' Islatid (Old Wotnan's The nimbers of inbabiiaiits mr^y possibly have lioen 

augmented hy the settlotocnt of some of Blilmdov's Bhaodaris, the deseendaota of yfhom are to 
this day resident in tho old Cotaha village^ 


The third island, as wo pass northward^ is niore nottceable. At the edge of ita tieareat 
promontory w'e seem to discern a rode landing-place or beaobj used donbtlea* by our ftboriginal 
fishermen, around which there has grown tip a species of shrub or tree, wbeao shooU introduce a 
gleam of colour into the fiTirrooridiiigi. What more nataral than that» by tho end of the era of 
Hindu dominion, the place should hava boon known as “^^Fftllnv or ^ Pollav Bnodax^ * tke 
Harbonr of (71 natering Shoots ? From Pallav " to Pallo," which was the name of the region 
in a Govemmeut Memorial of 174-3^ is no great ohaiige : nor is the final altemtien from ^ Polio 
to Polot" thence to Apollo ” moompnehenaible^ AjkiIIo Bunder! One ef the best known 
areas cf modem Bombayi omato in tliee® days, not with burgeoning shrubs^ but willi embellish¬ 
ments of more lasting ehaiacter^* 


Passing fonvard, one remarks a wide plain, port of wliieh bos been oonverted hy 
JatoT generations into an Esplanade, containing palni'«‘groves, toninTind trees and a small 
settlement of Bbandaris; Agrts or others^ Pondmiico it waa one of those (nmarinds, whioh 
lived to see the building of a Cathedral of St, Thomas, and to give the title of ** Ajnllagal 
in front of the Tanuiriad ^ to tlie Elphinstone Cjro1e« Mot far awiiy, prcbs^bly, was 
a rudo shripo of the monkey-god, Hanuinan or Maruti, bolovod of the aboriginal and 
lower Dowered hy t"ayu vAth the gift of 'Chironjiva^ or imiiiortality, Hanuiosm 

still lives with m in tlie Hanunian Street and Croas-lanes of a modern Market Seotion' Between 
the shrine and the creek which eopamted the bland at high-tide from the fourth island, of 
Maoliehagiuin, ” lay th>ngrij the hUI-tracts peopled by the KoU and others ; and southward 
thereof on the lower grotindi were probably small groups of Bralj-paims, near whioh dwelt 
BhfLndari families, and which have been responsible for such modern place-names as Sattad 
(Satar) or ** Seven-Brab ” Street, and “ Dontad'^ (Doatar) or *^Twin-Brab^^ iiow* Here also, 
eloae to the SKi^shore, were more Tamarinds (Chincb'= lamarjadiij indica), whence wo derivo the 
mniie of the ** Chinch Bnnder or Tamarind landing place*” a sub-sect Ion of the niodeni 
B Wardp To the north-west of Dongri there must have e^ibted a plantation of the Th^spem 
popuinca, callofl in the native tongne Bliendi^^ w^hioh bus given its narne to the welt-kno^Ti 
BhonJy Bazaar; and a little westward of the rising ground, a small creek or * Khadit with one or 
more speoimens of the yl&ijfurata growing upon its bunks, " U mbiT ” is the Vuriiacnlar oamo 

gsliHd ; ukl In ihB EomptiKalJi inidff if^inal Hfei[raletL*ft*N-flaKli?T m ihii ownn^ p*il m wni wiAft- 

ipiMd j for BbBsrtddiiri indntEnt him xMoom proFwiiHttlM W tba foil,^^oLT4i*i rti^WtiWlo wonw. Hid CffntlnJlttd more than 
OE?je mnnlor f ye% wm perniitt<yi bj* tb# liaj'i ftvonT to pr impTmWiod. 

The inmuidlaco Eiii«ot NVgiMev^t dowofiUj bOfrtrcr,wai Xhe [logTiid4UQi)i hj hiiiLot ODflof hiiSinlirij Natl™ SEndhk 
Hwoik, XftliiTU happ«iud to rfiiiplcMt«» Thakor CkaUf^fl. o UVnnnUt of (tfl ting, ud wm pabiicly dSngTwirf. Rciti.- 
toj* wini dMtio to bo reiTDB^ Opfti tbo kaufi Natt™ totMBflved to (!)> intorriew^od tbi? Snltao o* tb*l pl*Wp “d 

apfto him tbfc odrlKilBlUir of tbi Niirtb Konkaii, Tb* UarafoTO, ordeM hia Cvetni Slka Malik to 

Hit forth, Nika Malik, takloo na ■ f«y of lipflCC lora, ttadaed bry fJiiy iwchaft ibo PkfE*BJi of Saiw-a (Bfcoidii Tiloka ? ) 
nari ibfiti! HWimJtvJ nm PaUlgiMBff, in ihe fOftrtt tif K.rvi trt**. Tbeaca he pnwdod bj lA^hi lo Ow? cam 

winro be divided tbo BHiiy iolo IUtm dBi^acbiBCf]il«, * a* mandaod S^iOHi l^raUppft', tha aeeoud igtiaH Tlwoa, Md tha 
third, DHEle^ Nik* Walifc bhuitth ia™£cdMfthiniiniSlnb*j]p So Hidden wm ibc attuk that xNifiurJiiv, wha had pfllo n WiT- 
kethtikr for Telijrtono f>t3rp04C*« wm qaalo aiia#*ffl of iM dangcf Tb* dcfeneg pf thn wjjiI polibrej ibaa&f' co, dsvolvod ojioa 
hln e^tiecn anil a tew irtiitttri l uid m tbe Klrafgia. tbo qa«0 wa* alifii and ibe poUoe lootad. ThI* tMe a bid 

Mcliod Na^Ttfffv, wbo gatberlnf bla oldo lomthaf, marched b*ek to mort ttia ^l-nli^cn Iopcbo- A bpttiocBfiwd *t Bhajir 
kbalft [Bycoliah lo which Na^ittleT wiu drloatad and iWn* Tbaiw rveilta happawl in the year i^haka ItTC 1347-ia) 

* Sir daneo Campbrn dartvei the □amC IroM ‘ Palira/ a host or fightila^ vewi* the derivation ad -pLcd by tfefr 
initw U that given br Dr, da Caaba id bia Ohgia of EorEbay," 
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of tills tree. water-giving W medicinal qualities of whieK bnve ever marked it a* sacri^nct | 

whenco vre now reckon among the soctiona of B M ard en “ Umbar-klmdi or omoT " an. 
Before quitting this eastern portion of the third of the nepmnesla, one wotdd draw altontion to 
a Tomarkable channel of water, lying hard by the Fig-tree creek and in the direct path of the 
traveller, as he fared ijonlbward from Ma^agon or Maelwhagaiin and the northern islao^ The 
fltream, thotigh sluggish in the fair season, flawed throughout the year ; and the inhabitonts of 
ilahitavati or Shnva, the bonndary-hinulet, would halt awhile uod kve their tired feet therein, 
Hence the spot came to he known as “ Fyn-dhuni” or The h oot-wash. In later ages the 
rapidity and strength of the current daring the monsoon led a Cliristian government to build a 
bridge over it, and snbseqnently to fill up the channel, and lay down high way a and dwelling- 
plaoes. Today tho aito is covered with heufles, shopd anil temples or mosqnce , ond the name 
of it alone survives in tlie ** FydowaiJ' Police Station 1 

The modem namoe of matij localities the point to the existence of Tree or 

PJapt-woi^Iiip among the earlier colonbia. Nor this siirprialng, when one remembers that fit 
t least throa of the j^epoTate oommimitles ^[fluoh ftocomponietl BhimdevT earned ibeir livelihood by 

hqabandrj or by tbe cam of n piirticukr species of tree. Tho companitively narrow belt of 
land which united the astern portion of the Brd kland witli tho jqnglc-oovorod bill on tbe weet* 
must ha ?0 been thickly sown with plantations or groves of various himki miiong wbkh cue tuaj 
note a garden of jack-frult trees or Phatias," origin of out modem section of Pliana$wadi; n group 
of plantain and brnb-trees, which have been roapqiifiiblo for tho ** Todvadi ^ and ** Kelevnd^ 
leading off tbe Girgaum Road ; and lastly an orchard of Bor {Zhyphtis juj'uhd)^ which wo^l 
“ Borbhat, ” Borbhai hog grown old, and can scarce recollect tho days wben tho people emne up 
oat of tho low-lying fields or Khot- wadi, to worship at Ua$ ahrlne of the village-goddess tt^auindovi)j 
but thenamo may still be seen by tlio wuyfarcron the Girganm Hoadinct far from tho sito of Mug- 
bhat^ old ancient liolding, Ivolvar (hodio CavelJ Jtiis already been noticed ; it stood 

near Pbanaswadit and mnat liavo formed quUo as large a ssltlement as the Hlll^villago or Giri- 
gaum (bodie Girganoi), w^htoh was situated west of Borbhat and tho palm-grovea. Tbere was 
probably a “ Ummiidevata, ” pooiiliar to Girgamn, wbosja slirine^ set up on tho ouiskirta ihoreaf|, 
may have oventualiy resulted in the name of tliat thoroughfare and locaSily —Gamdevior Gaom* 
dovi^—woiob lies between the Gowaib Tank and Chowpatty Sea Face* Tlio name ChowpWy^* 
must alaa date from ihL^ epoch of Hindu colon illation, when tha oea swept tbrougb tho 
U^urtl breach at high^tide^ and swamped those regions which now form the centnl Hetstiensof 
the citYp The sea was roeponiaible for a Foot-wasli,*' fiT ^ a Fig-Treo l^reek ; and may simi¬ 
larly have fortne<l fonr chaqneU in the noighhourhood of Girgaum^ whh^hj on tho aniilogy of 
the word SatpaG^ [in the Tlmua district)^ wonld have endowed the ncigbcurbcod with the title 
of ** Chow^-pAti or Chowpaity* 

From the village and shrine one reached tlio path of the Ladder, SbUi or Sirit which 
wound upward to tho ridge of the great bill* At the southern estremity tboreof was^Mlie 
Lucky Hollow^” through which Sluvafi crept in after ymx^ in hopo of wnshiug awn}^ hh blood- 
guiltiness. TkerOj too^ was the great shruiei dedicated to tbe cult of Shiva^ round wLioh a small 
colony of ascetics and others may have gathered, and relic-s of which^ broken pillars and catvoti 
blacky are still in esp^tenee* On the left of the Ladderwas a jdantation of the Aa^i'a ava~ 
bieiA or B[kbbiil| iho reverence paid to which must have oeca^oned the building of a shrine of 
* BaLholnath \ ’ and acme dUhince to the north of it was stili higher groundi a continuaticn 
really of ^lolabar Hillj which lias earned , bowevor, the separate title of Chmilialla Hilli from 
the grove of Kambah Kamal/^ or toodier^ which flourished upon it nt tho clo&o of 
this Hindu epoch. 

Tbo tiuvellof of those early days gazing westward from the Kaml>al*grove, would have 
marked tho hill sloping downwartls ta tho sea, and at its foot tlircu shrines to Mnhakali^ Maha- 
oamsvati, and 31abalak.shmi^* Tbe goddesses ware therOj had not yot leaped into iho waves of 

•Tht- ilai-.ftlftlfiljint of 4IB of (on p;modilita date, Lari rrccldd itter I be euB^lractiun of 

its llamliy Ydlu^ 
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tha “ Kaharasagara, " as tlie WorU creek was namftl, to avoid nitUeaa pioraimtion by Moslem 
fanatics. Frem their shrines they looked oat upon lUa “ Khind," (Oindy) or Break in the 
Boofc-Ri.Jge, called in after time Breach Onidy, throofili whidi the ocean swept witj 
allthefaryand ptejiaoreofan Anibinn ooU." At each scocessive tide, the doimed 

as their portion the low-lying grennd which intorvoiicd between tbo foot ot ihe hiU and 
the rising-ground of Doiigri in the disbmeo. Here and tluire, perhnp, some buJ-marJt 
may have appeared, some small are* may have risen nhovo tl.e wosm wntors. Xliat thoro 
were Brab^Palms (Tad) flourishing below the hill of KamtflJa, one feeLi convinced ; and 
remembering the spocEal verity which in Imiui .and other conoiries Im* aitaclied m trees 
yielding mtodcating drink, it seems not unlikely that these gaunt brahs were looked oinm 
as the spobl blunt of a Dova, a - Tad-deva ” or Breb-Treo God. In these days tho treee 

are ovwlooked by the chimney-stacks of foetorios, and long hnei of mdl-reofs; but tho name 
of tbesection in which they stand-Tarden. whieh is “Taddeo” or Taddev”-_s.dl calls to 
mind their pristine importance. To southward of the BraMrees. the Agris and others must 

have iniliated a nide cultivation, dividing tho marshy land into “ khels or bal 
reclaimed during tho period of British doroinion and tiaiisformed into tho ' Khetwadi section ; 
Vlnlo to the eastward, some slightly higher greund may Imvo aftord^l room lor a small 
settlomoiitof Agris,and shriucof the “ Naga ” or sorpent, l«Ioved of Kolamn Umvidum. 
and even Aryan immigmiit. Other origio of a modern Agripada and -Sagpada wo know not. 

Thus, then, the tour ofour third island is complete; but, befete passing n®ll«ward it 

should be borne in mind ihat this isbnd w™ tlm original Waod of Bombay, as distinct l^rom 

Mahim, Colaba, and others, whidi have, during the period of British role only U-en weU^ 
together under the one title. We may well pause for brief oonsidemlion of the ongm of a 
mio/whioh, re fiir as we know, was uot mu verbally re>eognised till atier the fon^^^^^ 

lifteemh century of ihc Christian cm. For many years the uame of Bomljij^wus held to have 
orisen from the juxtaposition of the Portuguere words “ Boon ’ (Good) and Bah.a ( bij or 

harbour) niid to he proof of the atbebmont which llio men of Portugal forna-d towards the 

oaoelleutUland-havom But the rules of ouphony forbid the acceptance of this view, and the 
fact that early Portugnesa writom refer to the place as “ Bombaim ” and not as ‘ Bomhalmi, shows 
that thb dorivalion cannot l>o correct. Atiotber vomion ooimects tho name of onr island wi 
the naiiio of Mulamfc I, Emperor of Delhi, who relied the sovereignty of Hahmi and Labette 

durin- the early years of the fourteenth century A.D. ; but the absence of any reconl showing 
that he gave hiVname to the island, and the probability that, hail he dune so, it would We 

been de5ie„at«l *' Muharekhpuv " or » Mubamkhabad.” militate against this dwivatiou. I’or a 

truer conception of tho origin of the title, one must seek among tbo tmaitieiis of onr oldest 

Battlers, Local folklore, based upon ati old work kuown as tho Mumbu Devi Mnhatiova or 
Purau, dccbrM that tho island of Bombay owes its name to llio gwldesj " Mamba • ’* Vt lieure 
oomee this name *' Mmalia ? " Is it of foreign origin, or the name of some Hiudn female, given 
to tI.o Eoddeas ? Some aulhoritios believo th at it is derived from “ Mungi ” tho name of the Koli. 
••«w<.h»Wwrit« Ur. P, B. JoiSb*- » «py Hi* ft >* ^ g*i.*Tit .aul iJ whw 

M BWTly CM Buhl H Etald llwt jeaw ,ir> Urel ™ Hi. UbM • pwsrid Dwtys. wto Uw 

'br ft»Ot reliESsM In twfCB* lo ths d.WWi’. r^iaat, tlnOiHa jfi»t«dlh»t b« b. lavtnel^ 

iv 8*1*. y.k,l«.. .eJ b«rt- .=4 Ho O^lly. Ui«. W.a to hor.M Ho 

pioplo ol Hs »Ttli. rrhi. .iory ™.y bo «m«ct=d iiidlr«tiT wii)i U» wligioM p™«iio<L loot b'"Jo 

HSwta twoflc in TLo pwplo ita b^P of Vi^Ea, by Uj^bi, to 

»ad fopottod ISO Deoiqi.-. .vU p^.ftiK. to ehtr. Shir, in e^I ■«» Inwi bi» """H » PO'thw of Wl Toj or 
]imi« ,nlcoa.w»dEJtbstBlKrB«l.io.lolifa.^ Ftoa. tin ootobto. l itutto ot .U li. d«<ll« *« ‘ 'T 

,h, ,.«iHtoa apaa bov * Ho Uon of AmbiJori B»v«boMlou.th. diwon StonibirAl. wad Jofaiedhto. 

On bif prrOnUmB «» »»“* irtWtaslflir He ba t^l pstwittod to rtpdf t . ■ P.t .1 V.tho tower loskm*). a»t 

rMolrtlitthe EMBtoEto Of Ho soddnu ll*t A. wduld idtrl H« oito ol Uambadrtl *ad tenuin s poE tb- irtiod. rb« writer of 
Ibo l-iinE wm.rit. Ie WwHMiao tl»t -Tho« who dtHu* holth md pro-p-riir, ritto<rr til VWlle. ^Wm-f «r^ ^d 
Bro"«ir.EtCH .hnElJworrWpthe Eodds^ wiH fioxc> fioita ..d of tiiOB. 7 , OTtiuneoW eoU t 

ToJiint ■buolil ■!*■■ food Brtliralii* *ad Rtro thaBi' Dldniio* ' or pc«ot. of tato^y: Tto «itlb -r ™ eLoirly * Buhoito 
tiri£flt,fOiid .fdib-blniH«<lw« piebibly ilio hoi half ^EWol, as Ho t™ a»r fllB of fUaweiaclM tt l »« 

tonally ftamrf -Itboel IVt-ard to He «le- of Sui^VTlt pio»dy. Ho TFoteaMr, thi- (orHer toforoutt..E tOir«^ ibs dofo 
oc Hb Halinghiard of thoptowM af H. godden ftom ilnJiia.tte gr(»t irariioi Hamiwiut cam* to Bomltor » 

floee, Ii».l iMi hwli liiinB om eH* np™ lb* J-toaJ'i aH'l ‘Jn oider lottwosthon Hn dofaioo. of iba IiViilI a-^t fa«Hlpi 
cneioadicuiat- tho gaUeH Mamba conmaadfld 1 CiSjOifO of hrf '(wa**or fi giitiaB foUowi^* in V-mt Mid alttll* in Banthav. 
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’W'tio built the originul tfltnple; but w# !ik* best the deri^tiou of th& word froD^ Muha-Amboi'^ 
PetroD deify of ourearlwt sottloi^ in other wonls, ooi^eort of Shiv]:i! Tlio femlnino form 

of the word * Mtinj^ * ij * Mun^ * or * 3Iu,^i * Mtigbhat): and the corroet form of the klan^r^ 
mmo would hava boon ^ 3[un|;Hni ^ and not ^ Muttgn-ar ^ or * Mmaljai/ Bhuvlini, on the other 
hanclp is often tnoi^Ti as ^ Anihni’ * Ambikn *' or ' 3faha-Aniba' ; whilo tbo &iil!ix ' si ^ meaning 
ilother, la a term of respect often used by MuTnthbs;[>eakbg Hitidtis lownnls tlieir goddeTfses* 
Mambai or * Mnmbai * i& the exant name of the city and i^stand among the natives of those 

day^, and hae been franco rmed by the PortogueBO into * Borobaim ' and by the Engliah ipto 
* Bombay* * 

There was doubtje^ a temple of shriiie of MtrmboHJevi or Mumb-ai upon our third 
yand at the close of the Hbiiiu period, situated perlmps upon the ven" epot (near the pre^seot 
iotorja Temiinua)j whioh a ibrine of later construct ion occtipiod during the ^rlier yearu of 
rliish dorataion. But the island tad not at that date ncqnired sufficioot importanoo to be 
doBignated, save m the cotDinoii parlance of Hindu fisber^folfc, by a eepirate name. It 
aiereJy one of the dopendenotM of Mahim, an island of no little iwlitieal and coinmeroial 
imijortaace during the fourtoentli and fifteenth centnries of the Christian era. But the mfluence 
0 i le old goddes^p though subjected on occasions to disastrous eclipo^ has survived the clianges 

0 iMuif uries, and baa finally given one common and immortaJ name to tlic scattered fclets of tlio 
-Hiadn period, 

Possiijg across tlie Fig-Tnas Craofc, to tho shores of tho fourth isliind, the traveller wonld 
have entered the '* fish^viHage" or Machobagotim, of which we have already spoken: *nd 
journey log north-westward, would have discovered a tract of land, overgiowp with BraU, which 
were doubtless iu charge of the Bhandarfe and others, who dwelt in the village. “Tad-vadi " 
fthe Brab-gardsn) would ha™ been the title of the locality, whence wo of the twentieth eontuir 
A.D. denvo the name of lUe '■ Tnrvadi ” or “ Tarwari " sodioji. U'oStward again of the Biab- 
^^en wag n level stretch of land, extending ag far as the raarahy domain of tho »™, which 
m tho days of AntoDio Posson was known os ‘ Blmycalem; and in our time na ByonlJa, Whence 
name is eri^ed is a matter of doubt. Some aiithoritiea opine tliat the Hiodu 
name of the rh^ • Bha.a' or * Bhsya.' may have combined with the word 'Khak' 

or e vel gronw / to prodnoe the modem designation of a ranch wider area, Othere, again, 
as far-fetched, believe that heroaboutB wna of old time the “ Kliala " 
ortho threghing-floor” ofone ‘Bhaya/* W^hatevor the tmth may be, it is perhaps per¬ 
missible to oppose that there eiiatod on tho western shore of the island some small hamlet, 
w lose inhabitants followed the calling of agrienUnre ur propeUed their mde craft aortes the 
future &ite of tbo Kamutbi^i' township* 

t 11 1 intercepting arm, one reimirks the 

fretted msf of the largest of the three northern ielands. I„ the extreme gonth lav a 

tamarmd^overed valley, which they called - Chineh-pakli " (the dell of Tamarind.,) and' wo 
of hese days Chmohpcoghly-^ district rot puknown to local aiill^gL-nfa and eraploycra 
S -Tsueceoderj by level greraid, containing the village of “ Parel ” or 

Parel. with Ik habirations of Thakura and Bhok, and oudesed op the east by rising grennd, 
and OP the west by the eca end a tract of land, which from the luxurbrnoe of'its pWckly-pear 
biisl.es mast early have earned the title of • Mlngnt-SIapdali’. Tl.e inune exish. to this day in 
every MnmeipidcWt of of Parallay l?aiguum, the boat hamlet, in whidi 

rahhi«,T^ki.r^, Kob anu ethers mngt have Womied tho old kimlot into a comparatively 
popnlous lemcot by the close of the Hludn era. Now on the enslerp side of tiui rUing ground 
which 1«W down upon BhimdevW ky a small promontory, called iu the Hindu' 

Loid r n ^ F^kibly oonfamerln shrine of Siva or Shiv, the 

Lo^ of Dcatiut T^e ghrme m courae of time fell into rnins. and was repkeed by a fort of 

which the remains al^pe are now visible. But a new s hrine has in inter ycarg been dedioafed 
«aj. W K^bk, . ■ (ths 

t Til* WOIA Mho iHVt criEiMtsd n '* w - Stlvai-ruai,- 
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io fhf Dftitroyor, viljijsa niime *till Jives in si uioJeTti Sivari, Siivn or i&ewri seirtion, whithof tlw 
Eiiropenn conmiiitniy beurs its (lend for btiriaJ. Nortti oJ’ fiaignoa wore gfoupa of groat Banian 
trees, termed ‘ Vod ’ in tlie Eliadn toa^iie; whonou is derived the uiodern plumi-naitie,* Vad-nla or 
litiniaii arenun ; and la-'tly, on the verge of tlie Jnnd liiy tlie Boiiiidary-lianilet, (bimvii=Sion)j 
-expanded doubtless since its early tbxnnlation, by the imiiiigrationot now peopto, owing idlogiamio 
to the overlord of Miihiin, and of travellers from the Sliashaiiitl friliagas titid the maiiilond, 

III the niidmest of tlio three nortliom isles lay the city of Maliikavati, of whiob no trace, 
save the first half of tho nanio (Mold or jraJiiiH), remains ia these days. It must have boon a 
goodly city, tliis carpiluJ of Bbiain Ibijn, with its colonies of Palahikar Brabmias, uf Frabhns, ft 

Bltnndarfe and others, with its great temple of Prabbtvvati, nnd tJia wido forest of coctsi-pnltiis, 

which Dltimately gave the name of “ lUd-njalueoooa-paJm nvenue ) to a tract, now 
included in the MBtiim section. There were nlsu, rtceonling to Dr. GorsOn da CnnliEr, a abrine and 
vdllage of Kaliksdovi or Kali, goddess of the aboriginal Kali, in this islanil ot Mubikiivati. 

In later years, tlio shrine was renioved to the third of our Hepfonosia, during the [lorlod, porhnpi', 
of Mahommedtin intoleianco, and eventually left the legacy of iu name to tlmt modem artery of 
the city, Kalkudcivi or Kallnidevi Hoaih At the close of the llindn penci l and for many years 
snlisaquent thereto, M a hi in was the most impoitant of all the islands, and forniet! the head-ijUiirtors 
of a government, which held sway over lands now welded together under the name of Bombay. 

From the southern limiU of ilahikavTitl, one looked across a cliannel upon tlic last of onr 
isles. Rocliy and narrow, thb sovodth island lay like a carelessly-plnced liariier in tlio Irtth of 
the tide, etainniing the direct cmalaugbt of Ocean, yet siift'ering him at the same time to creep 
through chasms at either estretaiLy, and claim as liia portion tlia low-lying land wltiiin. The only 
iiihahitanU nl'tlio land, as far as we know, were the Kolis; and the most tiotewonhy feature of ih« 
locality was a lino grove of Banian trees indica). The shade of tlie Banian, the modicTmd 

profierties nf its root*, which are slid to care thirst, sorrow and niolaQclioiy, have always ensnrihl 
it a high place in the ostiiimtion of the- Hiiidn ; and tho respeot. accorded to the trees by early 
Hindu imuiignmts probably led to the name Viid^all " (Caniaii Bow) being applied to the whole 
island. The people of later ages, eonftiaing the palatal * d ' ivjlli ^ r,’ called tho plueo Var-ali, 
whioh is now become Varli or Worli.-alw^lity not unknown to Munieipal Drainage Engineers. 

Such was Bonilsiy at the close of the Hindu [jeriod. Out of tho infinite hai-kgromid of 
the ages a motley company of actors has odmiimd, each of whom, bis jiart in the ifiknd-drama 
vmded, has vanished in the darkness, leaving sciirco a trace boliind. The aboriginal Koli intro¬ 
duced the hut-setUoment nnd tislung craft, the JIalkhed monarch a currency, tho Silahara 

obicftaiii the iirt of tomido-building, and tho fugitive heir of tlie bouso of Devgiii a system ot 

revonno aii.l pdilics. Agriculturist and artificer, mercl.aiii and inan-at-arms. prleat and state 
olBoud, must scvemllv have fonxicil a T«rt of the papulation, which dwelt amid tlie pliintatiuns 
or iiftar the temples, jittered over the face of tlie Seven islands. To us of the twentieth century 
this Hindu period lias Leqiicalhed meny a placo^uaiLie, and ceriain distinct classes of onr jiopula- 
tion. Koli, Agrl, BlWari, Blioi, Tiiakur, Mali, Paiichtudsbi, Prohho, and Palshikar Brahmin, 
all journeyed hither prior te tlie irruption of Islam. Whether thorn wa. any ilahoniiucdan 
element in tho population, einiiot with certainty be decided; but it is stated in tho f?acrH«r 

o//?o»iii«y Ikil the SIuMulmau inhabitants of tho western coast of India attorded considomhlo 
aid 10 mubniak J, at vlia liour wlion bo estaiidtsd lib oiitpo3*& to tli^i scii nuJ twcupuni 
near BomUy. " 1« It not then iKii^Iblo Huit bis seizure of .Maliitn and neighboaring islands was 
rendered moro complete by tlm presruoe therein of mbornedans, whom the tolerant oharoclcr 

of the flliulngovcrnimmt and the commercial ioiportanca of Mahikavati had mdneed tu im- 

nil-mte in previous yea™? Howscover it K the soveroignty of Bombay passed about thu 
middle of the fonrteantb ceaturv into the hxmds of tho Empror of Doll.l, who sought by fanatical 
porseciilion to overthrow tlw power of Prabimduvi, Maludabbmi, and Valeteslivar. Little could 
he forosee that die paiver of thoso old deinos would survive tho intolaronoo of Islam and the 
proai-Ivlism of Portugal, and that the rocoguitiou of their pmer in futaro centuries would ratlior 
niJ tlian rotani Uie enutouted submission of their follow^™ to the authority of a strunger-lieopl*. 




CHAPTER THE SEGOND, 

I:SLA3l» 

Tlio second net of out wluoli nmy 1)0 $sih\ i;o o^tend mu^UIj from tbo dnt^ of 

N;igiinloA’*3 doM'nIull to tlic oiiddle of tbe <?entpryj and is nsDally tenned tliC Mahotn- 

i^iednb period^ i& oven more devoid of hij^torit^d faotSj re^Tding the eoudition and popnktion of 
Bombay, flmn llifl iftOfiod of Hnido supreniaoy, Tbe seven brland:^ ineraly formed the tnilibtiy 
Oiitpost of a mainland monarchy, and yet awaitod the lufliionco of western linnngmtlon to bring 
tliem into praminenco* KovertliBlesSj one is unwilling to follow tfie examplo of one woll-tno^n 
sniident of JJoihkiy bbtory and oTjrtly disniiss a period, wbicb lasted for sotne two oentaries or 
tsiore. If it only be discovered that one Innd mark or one elp 3 s of onr jKipulatlon came into 
exlateticfl rn consequence of tbe spread of Moslem mfltience, oar retrospect will not biive boon 
V. luilly fruitle&a. 

Commercial reiationi between the Arabs aiid tlte westem coast of India—^frqni Cambay 
in die nordi to Safdk (Sopfim) and Seimur (Cbatil) in tbe south—existed^ as we knowp from 
jira-Isbiiiici times. There are reconls of old Arab sottiements at Kalvaii"'; while in tbe time 
of Agatliarcsdes 177-1 OOJi the Arab element along the weatom se^i-board was so influenr 
tial that the lower olassce of Hmdps hail actoptetl its religion, a Bjiccie# of Sa beau ism tinged 
with idebtry. The word Melhigerifl/' also, wbioli oe^ure in Ptolemy's Map of India (AJX 
l-»0)isof somi-Ariibic origin^ ^VZigeris being admitted by erudite scholars to be a oorruptiou 
of ** pJa?jrah/^ an isbnd.f 

Some fourteen years iift^r t!io flight of tbo Prophet from Mrccab to Madinuh, that h in 
A,J}» d36, the earliest Sloslem Arab expedition was despatched hv UthmAn-ath-Thakafii tlifl 
Si^cond Kbalifali Tmar, to the Konken, Thougb tliu Arabs landed sucoessfailv at Tliann^ tbe 
expedition degenomted u>io little more than a raid, and provoked an angry rnnonstraiioe from 
the rCbulifah^ who^ on the safe return of the forces from Ej-Hind,, wrote thus lo the Governor 
ot the Arabian Irtik: ** Brother ot Thnkif 1 It is well I Tlioti hast placeil the worm in ihe 
V. ood^ hut by Allah I bad any of my men been lost, I should have taken an equal juuuber from 
thy tribe ^ ^ The Kbalifah L'nuir and his suecessers w'ore not favotimhly improSiSCil ^vith 

India as ri field for j^reik'lytiaui or settlement - and their view> were donblle^s n^sqjoiisible for the 
paucity of early Moskiu eitjieditions against Weatetn India. When the hlgMy-gined bnt 
miterote Bndstwi, ootupanion of Al-II&jjaJ ibni Euiuf {A. B. CS5-70G} wa 5 asked to descrifae 
Indie, which aot'ordiog to the Amb aotionB of the day moluded Khur^^njio rcplk^ 

Tbe soft of El-Hind is jaiarls, its rocks precious atones, its leaves s^pfees and its peoplo n flock 
of helplcas pigeons; but tlic wny to it is through a bind whose waters are snow a, and w'hofle 
people are an ever watchful foe.*' 

About A. D. 636 the Arab Goveraor of Babreiu fittod out two fleets against the pwriE of the 
Golf of Cambay ; and subsoqaent to that ikto Arab attaota upon the seaports of TVestem India 
beeame more fr^uent. In A.D. 730 Broach was atkckecl; in A.a 753 and 77^ fleets wore 
desi3atehed against tiso Kathiawar coast j and, in the reign of the Umaiyad Al Walid, 
Muimmmurl, eon of Kasinij came overland from SbimzAnd tnade bis famoiis iiiiid froui Delml to 
Delhh Tlie nile of the Silahnras and their soccessors in the North Konkan was iiiost fhvoiirnhle 
to ainsulman aottloment ; for AJ Slesudi refers to the wise and enquiitiig Hindn JhtSnjba, 

Goveraor of tTimhay, wlum] the iiKKlorn Wsto^^ with the 5tli Pilaliara moon rob IT; 

whiio SnleimaPp the flrst Arab Geographer .and Traveller (A* D* 851), state?^ that the '' Balliaros^”^ 
by which name the Arabs styled the Sikhnm dynasty, were of all Hinda Kings the 
[■artial to (he !Mnsllridn. iot oiify did the Arab soldier and ronmnn find welcome on 
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tUeso shores, but mauy a tiwloi', oivcoufageti by the (winplacont attinid? of HliiJti cfiiaftains, 
took np tiisabodoiii Anahihudu, Cambar aud SiiiJan. • Trentod with louch coosidenition, 
allowed to hnild inosqnes freelyf, arid practbie tlieir rellgtau withoat bindranee, tlioso early 
Poislaii olid Arab settlria spread theiftsslvoi nloDg the const line, iiitonnarried wirli tht Hindu 
popiilnt ion and thus'girvu birtii to the K awaits " or “ Iffiitii coiittnunity, which formed 
tlio aiicostry of the oldest -Mosleui (joiiunmiitT in Botiiljay, the Koiikiwii ilalioiniucdans 
of 1901. In later venra oaiiio fresh Mnaleni Livaders, who liavo loft their tmoes in the 
foar<-foM distribution of the Mahommodnn pupuiation into Sayails, irheikiie, Jlughn!^ nnd 
Pathnns. 


We on to the clow of the tfiirtoonth oenttiry^ when Mcalem invgsioit l»»cante iiiore 
detoimincil, and the old Hindu monarohies began to apjiroiiend dongor, FiirJshtah tells of Ala^ 
lid-din Ghori piiiuuing Bimdov of Dovgirl to the very gutas of his capital in A, H. IS!)! t and of 
liow' hia followorr discovered 3,fl00 bags of silt, stacked near tlie gates, wdiit-ii Itad been hroaght 
thitluir for sale by n morchant of the Kontun. This event doubtless loil to an agreement on tho 
part of tho Yadar^ king to pay annual tribute to Ala-ii*l-din, who in return granted him the title 
of Puri-i-Kayan, the RfitoflUiacr King of Kings,—a rich reward, snd tlie confirmation of 
all hu posseaioiu with tho addition of Xcvsari. § To llamdev EHOOeeiled Shankar wlio wa* slain 
by Ala-ud-din in 1312 for refusing the uontiiiiwnco of the tribute laiii by his fctlier ; and In 
Sliankar succeeded Harpatdov, his son-in-liw, who got (ho original grant revokwl by a alniilar act 
of ootiluinacv,and enhjocted his dominions (o invasion by a Mcsleiu force from N’ortli Gupnit- 1 


Xow' it is, in A.D, 131S, after tiie fall of Uovgirl, dial tho first direct evidence of Miisulm^ 
supienincy in our isbnd b vouchsafed to us. Sulia.t Kutb-ti.l din, or Mnhamk Shah I. wl.w 
reigned freui 1317 to 1320 A.O., is sfciteJ to Imvo ordered his outposU to be estondal to the sea 
and to have occupiwl Maliitn In Bomimy and ihibette, U The largo llalioimnedan poimlation 
which dwelt laacefnlly in the coast-towns under the gonermis away of Hii.ilu mouarclnes 
doubtless helped towards the stieeei'* of tlmt policy of empire, w hich for a diort ^son guide 
the actions ot ibb Emperor. But tim spectacle of impartiality and tolemtion afforded by Hindu 
dominion taught no lesson to Muhanrk I i and die estohlishmcnt cf hb ^rrisons ^ mere y the 
el-iml for a fanatiinil pecsecaticn of old H iudu deiti-P. The destruction, by Ins onlers, of the oU 
temple of Mumliudevi, gnatdLm goddess of our bland, the tomporary departure irom our shon-s 
of Mahalakshmi and her sisters, result naturally from the pursuance of thel policy of repre^ion, 
which tho frianJorrlanus and Oderic remarked during their sojourn in Thana 
132J. tt “ The f!«rocmis;- said they, “ hold the whole country, having lately iL^urivcd the doni - 
nion. Thev have dcstroj-od an infinite number of idol tomplos, likewise many cimrelus of which 
they have ;«ne.iKJ the endowment." According to their ooeount die bcad^uarte^ ot t^ kuu,- 
do^ were at Thann, which was gayern.l by a Military ofecor or Malik und by “ 

Keri - nnd the coimtrv was well stockel with big game, notably black-lions (prebal.lj the black 
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vojuma of iii^ inlarui^ us ihai Sultaa Alimcd in tho ooiir^ of hh reign reduced ail ilie 

lowlands to the soiitii of Gtijnrat and I>eIow the gh4t% the Nordiem KonkaTi, mid the Taland 
of Bombay ^ ^vhilo a list of the poise-wons of the Gpjanit moxmroh% givon in tbo Mir-a-ti 
Ahnaedi,* * iimiudeSj among other pbo&s in the Koukan^ tlie districts of BoBihuji 

Daman and BaodEi-Rnjpur* Goap indooJ, is also mefitionodp though it$ nddition strikes Us M 
hypothoti^h But that our Heptauesja during the fifteenth centarj owed allegiance to the 
princes of Gujsrntj there is very little roum for doahh 

Meanwhile the Bah mani Snltpns of Gulbargah and.BhDr in the Deccan were lords 
paramennt of the South Konkao^ In the year 14dS Sultan Aln-ud-dio Bidiinani rednced to 
subjection the imahs of Bfliri (Baigadh) and Son-kchr, the position of which Los not jet 
boon satisfactorily' determinedi As one result of tbisj viciotj the daughrer of the lloi of Son-kebri 
whose beauty had earned her the title of ** Pari^hehrah/^ or ^ Fniry-face," becaine a member 
of the Sultan *3 harenu In 1469 the Bahman! general Khajah Mehmud Gavaa reduced Dabhol 
to subjectjon; and this ujypears to have been the Inst notable aohie venieat of the Bahmani naonar- 
chv, ere the rise of Bahndur Khan Gilani. This remarkable man was the son of one of Khajhh 
Mehmud GaTnii^^ offiqerS;, who had been appointed Govenior of Goa j and shortly oftor 147fS 
threw over hb natuml alleghineo to tJie Bdhmani Bcltanate, seized Dahhok and proclaimed him^ 
self ruler of Daria-har or the Const-Tract. His example was foliow&l in i4S5 by Molik iihmod^ 
who established the Nlzaniahahi dynasty of Abmedtiagar^ and by YiLsuf Adil Xhan^ another 
Bahmani aoblup who founded the Adilshahi bouse of Btjapiir- 

It wTLs linrdly to be expooted that new and vigorous jKiwers such as those would fail to oast 
covetous eves u^hjii the wide poasossiooa of the Gujamt mooaroby; and bence« throe years after 
the Sfizamshtdii King had obtaioed ])eaaeful possession of Danda-Eajpiir and other portions of the 
JJorth Konkaii (A* D^ 1490), we bear of tlio invincible Bahadur Gibnl himssing the Gujarat 
]iorts^ seizing many ships belonging to the Bnltan of Gujanitp and sending out his slave Yakut tht* 
Aljyssiniun with "2d ships to by waste the kland of 31 u him in Bom bay ,t Thus for the fourth 
time our island served as the arena of a struggle bet ween tlie Moslem powers of llie mainlands 

Balioclur Gllanh however, did not long enjoy hia forcofnllv'notjpired dominion ; for tbo 
Gujarat Jlouaftrh iSultan Mehmud Begndn seut forth Alai Ik iSarong Ki^'am-ul-Mulk with u 
powerful army by w^ay of the lund^ and a fleet of BOO boats^ well Ihrnbhod with men and 
ordnanae, agnlnfit Dahhol. Those forces co-operated with the geiiemla of the Balimnni djnastyi 
who had also decided to take vengeance npou the rebel ; and in n battle, said to have been 
fought near Kollmpur^j Bahadur GLtani was sluin^ hh head was forwarded to Sultan 
Mahmud Begf^Jo § and the fleet which he hcul gradually oQtleoted wa.^s handed ^ver lo the 
general of the Gujarat forces. || Subseqoeiit to tills event, the |>ower of the Sultans of the 
Bahmani dynasty gradually dcolloed^ and their po^ssiotis in the Konkan were divided hid ween 
the kingi^ of AhmadnagiLr and Bijapur. If 

No^-v it ia during the reigu of this same Alabmud Begnda floOT-S) that the future of our 
island Is for the flrst time dimly ahodowed forth^ The Alir-u^tS Sikandari**^ makes mention of 
the Sultan’a advance against certain *■ Firangis^^ who liail oreated great disturbances lu Muhlui. 
'fhose were none another than the adventurous men of Portngalj commendng to consotidato 
that dominlou^ which suhsisted until tlie signing of rharlcs the S&cond,^s nmrriagc treaty in the 
palace of WhilehaU, Mahmud’s expedition wasof little use ; for by the time he reached Da1iauU| 
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news vJiis brought thot hia sleve-^idmi™! JlalEk Ayez hvi inflJek'ii u gftovoas defeat upon 
the PorinfiUwe near Bombay, sinking one of their largest veaeia and kiUlng nearly 20,000 men. 
The oheok thus given to the Porlugaese was of only a tompomry nature : for from the ytutr 
A.D. 153«, vhon Sultnn Bahadur of Gujarat did, they grndnally but snrely strongthend their 
inkuenco and bold upon all the |)ort3 of the Western littoral from Bia to Goa, being B.«ifitod in 
no small degree by the intomocino dissensions which broke out among the nobles of Gujarat. 

By the year 15T2 tie old Sidtannia was swept away; end upon ite mins rose the 
Muglial dominion, established by Akbar, whose moderelion and friendly feeling towards the 
Portmmese is attributed partly to the presenco in bis seraglio of a certain lady of Portugal, 
and p^ly also to the guidance of Kodolfo Atioavi™. the Jesuit father, who, together with 
Antonio do Monsemito and Francisco Bnriques, wiks anmmonod by Akbar from Goa * 


Hero then ondstlietoio of our island during tbe period of Mahommedaii supromaev- 
The vary indefinifceuoB* of tbe story seems to tls proof of the oomparotiva indifference displayed 
bv the Moslem towards our Heptanesb, and of the sbodowy nalnra of their dominiou over 
these islands. Search, as one may, for proofs of their oonueclion with Bombay, one cannot 
with certainty »y more than thb, that the ancestors of our Konknni MahommedauB oneo dwelt 
mMabim that a Moslem ciomiuandaiit and garrison were from time to tirao stationed oil thii 

island, and that on four or fire Mcastone oiir island gave shelter to stom warriors, who chow it 
ns the Bcene of thoir struggles with the scrvanta of other Moslem potentoles. Wo am inclined 

to believe that Muaulmansupromacj was little more than iheoroiioal, and that the care of the 
iwcple and internal xulministratieB were practictdly m the hands of tributary Hindu Rais or 
CliieftiliiiB, such os he of Mohim, who married hia daughter to a prince of the Ahmodabml 
Monarchy in U32, or the Rai of Bhiundi, who occordiDg to a stone relic hearing tbo date 1464, 
was in the Irablt cf ranking grants of land to the inhabiUiuts of iiis possessions. And this being so, 
one is better able to iiuderstand the almost complete absence of Masulman roUcB, nob either in 
urobitectoral beauty or in historical interest. Our Heptauesia hod passed from tha pojition of n 
ohoaeo land, the new home of sturdy ooloniatii and politicians like Bhimdev of Patton, to that 

of a fimalUudunimiHirtant military ontpost, the civil administration of which wna entruste.! 

to petty Hindu Chiefs, who, being tributaries, did not feel H inenmhent upon them to proseoule 
wiii vigour the further oolonisatlon and cnrlohTnent of their torritorioB. 


It was not till after the estahlisliment of Portuguese rule upon the western coast of 
India not till after Musnlman coist-vilbges Imd been bnmod, the men batohored aodtlie women 
led awav captive iu the bitter crimde, waged by the devotees of the Virgin against the follower* 
of the Prephet, that the hulk of the higlier^elafs Mahoiiiinedan popnlation emigrated to onr 
Hand And it was not till 181« A. D., that any Mahemraedau wriier was found to point 
procdly to Bomhay, lying midway Wtoecn the island & of PalseUe and Kolaba, and say "'Tlio 
best of nil things are the middlemost.” t 

A final word U liermissible ou tlie subject ol the Kaitbs or Kokaui Mahommedans. Their 
■rdnal home in these islands wis, as we have seen, at JIahim. On tlie ndvent of the Portuguese. 
tor”e numbers of them who dwelt upon the sliores of the inamland. emigrated to Bomhay proper 

ttJ founded a colony on laud subsequently incladed within the Fort. Following at firai the 

profession of ship-masters, ships' officers and sailors, the cornmnnity gradually 

throve turned its attention to oommeree and official htiiiness, and rapidly became tho rawt 
influential Mnhommedan class in Bombay. In conEeqnence of tbe soare oa,«ed in Boratoy 
hv the troubles with Haider Ali, and by the ofiTor of Napoleon Buonaparte to aseist 
“ Citovea Tippu" and subaoquontly iu consequenoa of tlie great fire, ffie old Mahoramedon com- 

unitv of the Fort was given buildiug sites in “Old Nagpada” and other rogiona, sitiatod to 

Iho north-west of the present site of the Crawford JIarkets j and again, when tha present Infiintry 
Unas to the east of the markets woro instructed, a large number of Konkani dwellings were 
amoved to new stroebi northward of the Paidhoni or Foot-wash._ _ __ 
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TLeonearehiteotuTal legacy of early JUahonimedan ruleia the shnne ofiie Saint Matiiiinn 
Kakih All ParOj built tipon the eastern side of the to«n of JUliim. The^inner side of tlie dome^ 
wliioh rises above the sUriue. is ornumeuicd with ao Anibic iiiseriplion in ^ilt, giving the name and 
dates of the birth and death of the Soint. Sonthivand thereof lies llie grave of hi a niotlier 
and other kindred. Uurmg the rule of tlio Maghals 0“ il* A. D. 1674), aod sliortly after 

BondioT had beeonie n British possession, tho aliriixe was wholly repnired. To the north^ of the 
domed enclosure is ti wooden mosque, near which stands a very anciont stop-woU, donblleas iO' 
tended for the ablutions of tho Faithful. From the position of certain old graves and other 
imiral structures, wbieh are only revealed to view ai kw-tidc, it appears that the sea was origi¬ 
nal It at a far greater dbUmoo from the sbrino than it Is at present: and In all probability, nt tlio 
hour when the Hindu Bai ruled the land under the eye of a niilitaiy olficlal of Gujarat, our 
island of Mahim covered a coiisidenthly wider aroa than in IS43, when Mr. Muiqiliy pn pared his 
ehart of the seven islands of Bom bay,* 

• Th€ Mlowiiig DOte Tii»a it® and ijujnefl of Bodaibij had m kindly napi lttd bj ttJuJnr 

rjizldlljh UffulUh 

^ ihft ItoE^nc nouo of the laiyaqu^ (if ^irbay tl.i iu? i ay gftnt i htiql&aly^ The < I mu- 

fftnaedan of the Jnini ifcHKitio u iltjfivnble from I be chrmegnuB uy ji. ] J JnAdgt-aFiAJfiix or *' the alt^p of the world to 

eesafl in BUnafem to thetiTintme bdag avor a tank, « ltd tho tulne of flio md oWi'rdi — owoonto to (H) 

r/n^Ap D. iSOt. The Unk over whErh ibo moeqno wia Uall fonred^ k h uid, pan of in eld wkiEb sfood nesr Lbo 

inDM^no, ll WJI 4 trinifocrodi bj GoTerwent to a mdiiin EuiliieiitM headi9in of the rich yfliid-a^ of butebeint^ irh^ tuumi waft 
Xathd ^ttolL If ww at first too Eoalt i o with jnetiee eIhiki (o tto tiilo or Jtmi 1 the tafwjna wLifk mliottirofy 
c*n holdibe whole prAy^aaTfEs foiihfidof a to'ftTi* It tfoo tebwlti if ia aaid^ in tho lEiiiiny year hy the aon-Eontitii 
31 iwitmaMi cbieily mth tlie help of dio hntoher^ It wai again reniuXOil ex t^ndad and mlirged in , ■ I tba oxpnao 
ci 3fr. 3tiihjuniiiad A lt ItoghEiy. A atan^ wna adci^d to it anii ihoiia to lerTu aa I be demecao of the moec^TiH add«d* TIib 
of all ihfl proporiku wIlL which ihe tD<Htf|Ca U endowed imoimta to no Iban Mt. aoniiijly l Tba mo^^no ooi] 

it^pittpenim are toaOnpcil by a boufti coniittirig of iwolvc direetora and a Nixir. Tho oifieo tf tho Xarii baa lately boenontRiit#! 
io a 3fai0ohEian gen than an, a Koitkttiir it n gfad^ate of tho Bon«baT L'mYVTijty+ The Konhanl ejicwnt alAo predotnlnaim in 
the dircctOnte of Ibo ii]Jt£UlLi{i£uThi!i rta^ o^ tbo J4mi eiosqna oonriEta of an ftenm OE FrayviMudHr wfioee dmici ftjre Lo load I ho 
praTfix on Friday® and ihe two Is2 tiotklayia* He haa two aMlitkbta to tall tbo tlw or piayo^&U—and help bun 

in taliftg hlapbLce dating omnll every-day puyeilL There li atlKdieil to the taooqjiio a well pofi aUfF i)f tOidiATeF A fdlly qdaU^c^ 
IL-ialtvi Atul ae^?«ralflfiriaE^ta, 1| lathe datyof ihlAataCf to give gTAtuLtoTia iMUnetlon to any ^lltubiun who k d&Hroua 
of rectiTiog it in leUgiatu tmiLtefa, both frois Al^hic ^tnl Fotehm bOokiL, Betidea thki the tblnf or s/jim' UoKtna, 
ibeie Afo thft Sit-T 4 ,r dituf^ In tlio qoartor of tJwl Mttie»ear BJeajid Fimder^wlthiJiBiiiictil Ltiioiiio of Ea. 

tho ^ohajivyah Bi’^oaqne bldlE by Z 2 Lk|tnyyxh.p tho groat ilEnnod philiiethro; at Kbadak £i«r hfaindwjf with on ta^iiMir 
of Hir the IimaEI Bablh Ma^^oo near FaMhownio (It i. 4 Ikefo aeoj bo^ eg tho?e^ nuoy ibiall nknaqo-Da^ web 

atreot nnd oOetut^IuCj h»vlaB ueaenUy a moai^na Ed ha owe. 

Tbeo there la Lbo £>hfiEicof Sb^iLb 3fLeri AtSivriL E t la sotlecd in M 31 arphy't of Bombay^ I ^43^ Thoroiia 
ftbriflo of SayyM FadimJdln t at Fhlndl Baxaar. Umrifhadl hat the ihrincd of fayybL ^ixaiiiQjddLEL t Sayyid BadtoddfiL. 
iJungri tiu tho abrlne of a aaLnt nsraod Aihik Shrih, Sit-Tov that of Sayvtd B UMib jj* Dob-Tiv th^t of Faj'yid UEoain Fd- 
ilin.^ Cowaafi FattcU'^a Tonic bag the ahrtoe of ^ono Shiih. In tbo EKpbmadep ndjoEtung Ibo G+ L I\ EUilW'iy line, ihen is the 
aiAalt rottig^lTsce ihdne of Peitro^jihib^^t to Iilrini whocbtuiuid duohaDoue cf aonrti^'. WltbiD (ha 

ifomphited of tho cUtkia and to Itf MU(hi''Oii«t, la tbeBkrina ef blamillah ^bah^ Tbemlatho oclbataph of chilli r^fllln 
K mebbarvradA, that of ^h^h. Vada^ le Uon^TElf ollil anrothorin FtiindL ft n klw 3'oit the KoL^bA Light HOUK ^int ^bab 
HiLiAn Gboutl liiK ee^riiuKt Thorv in ihoihniiO o£ htimA Bajaiil at the end oE tho Uomby TeUard. Thill U inditded 
In liurphy'a llap the Eooio i>roa£HDiQEu Ehziita of flaji Alt^ at the hood of iho VoUiid^ it a litile dlatauee from the 

ahore on a auaH toek, la not ibown in riio piatip 

* The wcnUdati orcollei^tiTftlagftuinllj Gonfolmded with Jiirndi^ f rifLiy^ a^tiea of I b a dimtiaiQiu of tlda 
miu^tle Aat Called JduLk aiea-|Uea from a. mlabikea xotioEi of Lolag aoeqnee Ihe FrbLiy pnijerg are laid. 

t Died H, I2U-iA.il.17SO. § DtoJ IL 1200 A.D* 17?^, T Pied K. l^gL A.D. IfiOo. 

t * M. 1207 AslXlTQl* I ,, Hi WJ A.P- (8K?. “ H. 1243 A,D, l«Rb 






CHAPTER THE THIRD, 

Nossa Se^thoea ds 

The thirJ period of our island’s hiatory^, dealiag vrith the clmtaDierlatioa and logncies of 
Portognese propriotofship, cooiineiicK, properly apauking, with the cesaioD of the isdaiiJ tn 
1534 by Soltwi Babiidiir of Giijnrat. But for a cioaror perception of the gnuliml growth of 
Portuguese inflneuoe, it were weU to take a haekword glance towanls the opening years of ttio 
sixteonth oontniy, and briefly remark the ohain of events, whitrb eventually oultninatod in the 
inalnaion of onr felatid among tho pofiscMiena of the King of Portugal, 

In the latter half of Dccomiwr 1500, then, we tind Don Fraucisco do Almeida, tb.^ 
Krst Portuguoiie Viceroy of Goa, setting tail from Cmmanoro to Din with u fleet of If 
vessels, and 1,600 soldiers nud mnriooa, four htindrcd of wboni hailnid from the Malabar Coast. 
The abjeot of tho Viceroy was to punish * Mir Hoaiii ’ f Amir Husiiein ], who had licen des¬ 
patched by Maniluk, Sultan of Caito, with au Egyptian fleet to eipei tlie men of Portugal from 
Lidifl. I,caving Augodiva, tho Portugufsa fleet lieadi-d direct for Dabbol, then a oity of cousi- 
dembio wealth and biflnence, and reached the port ou the 30tli Docombor, Tlio Portugueso 
wafitci 110 time in getting ashore, divided their forces into three parties, and commejiced a 
sunnltnoeous attack upon tho three city tjate^. The dofemio of tho city was coumgoously 
maintained, unttl tlia Viceroy seeing that n flanking rnovement alone gave hopes ot success, 
deputed Nano Voa Peroim to force an entry by another path. The defenders thus attnehed 
In rear, beennic domomlined and Bed, some to the iiio«iues and others to the mountaliy ; and 
the ougagoroeat, which hiul lasted for Jive honn and resulted in a Portugneso loss of sisteoa 
men and of fifteen hundred on lha side of the defenders, aame to an abrupt conclusion. The 
booty captured by the Portuguese omonnt*! to 1.50,000 ducaits j but all looting oa a large 
scale was prevented by the firing and speedy destrocUou of tlio town. I^vuig Dabhol on the 
5th Jaquiiiy 150% the Portngflese paid their first visit U} out island on tho twenty-fir$t day of 
the same month; for having ^eiiod a Gujarat barque in ‘the river of Bombay, ’ the cargo oi 
whichdid not satisfy their leqninm.enU, they landed at Mabitu for the purpo^ of ol.tauimg 
wood and other noceasarim. So frighteued wore the inbabilants at the recent Into of Dabhol 
that they fled I'rom the Fort, ami allowed tho new arrivals to land unmolested. Acoording to 
Gnspor Correa, author of the ‘ Lendas,’ *‘the Viootoy deported from Dabhol, pajaed by Gbanl 
which he did not enter, to avid delay, and cast anchor ot Bombay where the l«ople terrified fled 
away Our men captured many oows and some blacks, who were hiding among tlie hiishK, and 
of whom the good were kejir and tl.e rest wore killed. The Viceroy, kappeniug to sec a well 
dispose.] bbok being carried awiiy, ordered him to be wt free, on condition of his taking Oath 
Recording to his law, that he would convoy a letter to Diu and deliver it to Malik Ayaic. The 
poor black, delighted at the proapoet of freodom, oonjentsd and the letter was delivered to 
Malik Ayaa twenty days Iwfore the arrivnlof Ibo fleet.” 

Towards DIu the espadition then proceeded, and arrivoil on the 2nd February I50£t. 
Between 9 and 10 o'clock on the following morning a sharp engagement look place between 
tho Portuguese and Malik Ajaz, who with Jlir Hossiin Iiad prepared to resiat the attack 
with a fleet of 200 vesseb. The Portuguese gained a complete victory, the ships of ibu 
MusuJmaw were plundered, Mir Hosniu was seriously wounded, and the celoom of the 
‘‘ Soldan ” (Sultan) wore despatched as a trophy to Portug^. 

Tlio viotoiy of Diu doubiioss heightened the doilru of Porliigupso to build a fortress at tliat 
pbice, and led to the despatch of two embassies, one in 1513 and another in 1514, to Sultan 
Baluwlur, for the purpoae of negotiatiug for a site. Owing to the notion of Malik Ayaz, the 
embassies mot with little sneoea; hut, when the second, oonsislitig o£ Diego Fomandes, Diogo 
Totxeira, and a Hindu interpreter, Ganapotain (Ganpatrao), oonfenretl with the Sultan at 
Jlwioval (Ahmadabad}, our island of ilnhiin waa offered as an alternative site. Tlds, however, 
was refused by the ambassadors, on the ground that they woru not autliorbed to accept 
jmy fiite Din. 
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In 1^I7| during the Govoraoi^Iiip of Dorti Soar^ do AlbOTgntia, one liear^ of Dom Jo O' 
ile Monroyo entering the Bnndom oreek with even pinnaces and defeatiiLg the Commandimt of 
the li^lahiin Fort, MonfojOj ” writes- Barrusj *"* arrived til the river of Malii£i:i^ where he fonnd 
a ship coming from the Bod Sea with mfirohandbe. The crew^ to save tbeiiiselvcs, entered the 
river and rao ngroand* They saved liioriifiolvea with the l>est they haJj nud the rest waa taken 
by our in.en, who <jarried all to Clmul^ At this capture tho Captain of MahiDij named Jieqnojt 
(Shaik-ji)j took great affront, not only l>y reason of the vessel having been captarod before his 
oyeSj hnt also beoanso his fortress had boon bombarded^ On the dopartnro of our men, he hastily 
despatched three pinnaces aflor them* to stop the pos^goat Giaal point, HLiving attnoked our 
nmn^ the latter behaved in suoh a manner tliat bis pinimcoii took to flight.* 

Between 1522 and 1524^ when Dom Duarte de inodes wjts Governor of Goa, the 
Portngue^ were constantly prowling in tiic noighbourhocul of Bonihoy for the ships of the 
Mahonntiodani and on one occasion drove ^LJik Ayaz and his fleet to hike sheltor in Bombay 
hariiDur; whflo in 152S-2S'> Vaz ’^vith 4<> ships, 1,000 Portuguese and some nativo levies^ 
overtook the Gnjamt fleet on its voyage from Chnid to Din near tlie isJand of Boraiay, defteitwl 
and deslroyed half the ODemy*fl sliips, and captured o oousiderable nninher of prisonens and n 
quantity of cannon ond imimunition. He then seized a fort (Mahim Fort) belonging to tho 
King of Cambn}',” who was at war witlj “ Nizamulucot tho Lord of OJifluy and handed li over 
to the latter.^ ^*Tho fleet of the King of Cambay,’’'writes Gasper Correa, oonsLsted of !>S 
pinnaces under tho comuiand of a son of Carnalmalnoa fKamul Malik), Governor and Captain of 
Din, and of AUi Shah. Lopo Vaz do Sampaye} \iiih his fleet anchored off a small island» where tlia 
pinnaces of AUI Shah also lay. The latter want away with his rowmg boots to the mouth of the 
Thana river and there cast anchor. During the night tho Governor sont Vincent Correa to spy upon 
the enemy. He saw- all tlieir InJiits dmwm up nt the landing-place, witli the exception of two 
which kept wakdi at tlie mouth of the river. Alii Sliah under oover of night sailed for ilio 
Nagotna river, with 20 well-equlppcii galleons, haring galleries at tho stern adorned with pictures 
(texts from tho Koran). TIuthor tbllowod fjopo Vaz, and ordered Heitor de Sifvoini to engage tho 
enemy in battle, which ho accomplished successfully, returning to tho fleet with a prize of 22 fusttui. 
The latter then pursued Uie fugitive Alii Sliah to a noigbbouriug fortress, pillaged the country 
find captured much artillery^ To escape further annoyance, the TLianodar l^f Tlinna iiiado 
himself tributary to the Portugoy^e, and promised to fmy tlieni annually a sum of 2,000 pardaos* 
Heitor de Silveira then rotumed to Bomlitay^ whore he wns re<reived with great ova lions; and 
when on ilio 20th Miirch 1529, the Viceroy returned to Goa, Heitor was left behind \ritli 20 
bargatiua, 2 galleuts and 300 men to harass tho coast iis far ns Cambay. It was during the 
throe montlis previous to the hurst of the munsoon tliat HcUor and his men made mpeate<{ 
iiicuTsioDs into our bland of Bombay and neighbonring isles, and jjive the titlo of * a ilho da 
boa vida * (the Maud ofUieGood Life) to our Heptaiiesla, in view of the abundant food, 
refreshment and onjoyrHont which they supplied» t 

It was in connection with the decision and attempt to capture the fortress of Diu in 
1530-31, that our bland again comes iuta prominence^ Mclique Soca, ” the Captain of tho 
Fort, having been deprived of his position by Sultan BahndnTj approached the Governor of Goa, 
Xuuo da Cuolia, and suggested a joint capture of the oitodeL Kuno da Cnnha, agreeing to the 
suggestion, provided the Malik with a pas^ and with a fleet under the command of Gospar Faes, 
and then eel abont praparaibna for ttn attack npou bis own account. Re collected the largest 
fleet over seen iu India, consisting of ^^400 sad Lnoluding many large shipa, hut mostly small 
vessels iitced out by natives t held a grand naval review in the hurhour of Bomliety, ruod a 
gen oral parade of all his forces upon the plain, now known as the E^j^planade, “ taking a roU 
from each captain of the Fortogueeic soldiers and sailors^ and of the oaprive slaves whu could 
fight and ag$iBt and the number of musketeers and of the people sudi as servants. ” t The 


” Dcrfiftdai, Tb Ch»F^ 

t Dr^da Cuata op? Mdimd waj tbs origin of CaBwAnl' ^ IiId dI L^td, ^ 

I Faitntnw la ladU. 
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tli« forces toconsigfc of 3,^00 soldiers and l|p460 seamen (all Portnj^ese) 2,000 
liton from Malafaur and Kanani, BiCM}0 slaves, 5^000 nailva seatneii and 3,000 Qiusketecra^ Tlie 
review ended, tlie Seet sailed to Danuiaii, which was spoedily captured^ and thence to tJia islEUid 
of Bete (Shial Bet), which Siiiranderod after a stem struggle, Diu was bombarded, l>ut 
managed to hold out against the besiogere ; whereupon Nuno da Cnnlia retired to GcHi, leaving 
Antonio Saldanha with 60 vessels to cruise in the Gulf of G&mbay and harass tlie enoinj^ In 
Alumh ftud April of tho year 1531 Saldunha rapidly seized and hnmed the cities of Mohuva, 
GogOj Bulstrj Tampar, Mahim|* Khelvit, Agasi and Surat * then, Wving ttic fleet in charge 
of Dom Antonie do Silveira, oinbarkfid for Goo. 

in 1532 wo hoar of Nunn da Cunba taking dinoiiy of Batsjein ; and finally making 
Thnno, Bandom, the island of Mahini and tho island of Bombay tributar^^ to the Poiiugtteso. 

Meanwhile Sultan Balutilur of Gujarat had grown apprelicnilTo of the power of the 
51 ogbal, and observ ing tho suocesse-s obbiined by Portuguese nrm$, determined to enlist their 
aid, Aocordingly in 1534 ho despatched ^Sbah Khawajeh"'^ to the Portuguesi*, with nn offer 
to luind over Basrieln with all its dopendonciea and revenuea by sea and land.t On tho 23rd 
December 1534 vfos eignod on beard the goUecp St. Matlieus by Dc Gnrcia da^Ortn, hlartim 
Afforso and others, the Treaty of Bassein, whereby Sultan Baba^lur “ gave and bequeathed to 
the King of Portugal from that da 3 ' forth and for ever the Cii^' of Bassoin, its ierritoricS| 
islands, and seas, with all its revenues, in tlie same way as he, the Snltan Batiadur, King of 
Gojamt, belli them Ijofore, provided all vesi^ls from the Kingdom of Gu^rat bc^und for the 
Rod Sea sliodd first call at Baskin for posses and on return vo^ngo call tiicro agom, ui order 
to pay duUe-’^ under [lenalty and risk of seizure.^ 

TIlii> passed our Heplonesia out of the liimds of the llnhomniedan nud became the pro¬ 
perty of tho men of PortngaL 

The surrender of Bas.'cin and Bombay was confirmed ft year later by a treaty of puaco 
and comnierce between Snltan Bahadur and Nuno da Cunba, dated October £5th, 1535, whereby 
also the Portuguese were pennitt&i to carry out the lopg-derired work of baihlmg a fortress at 
Diu. During the ten years which followed tliB Portuguese were conslantly at wur with Adil 
Khan, tho Gu^mt King in Iho N^orth, and with the Zamorb of Calicut in the- South - while 
tronbloin nroi^o also at Malacca, and Din was besieged by tho Turks under “ Sole^'mati Budehaw,^’ 
Governor of Cairo. The main result was tbo impovorishment of tho Portuguese Treasury, anil 
oompletti inabdify on tho part of Portngal to ,^u;tably reward the services of her di^itiuguisbcd 
servants. 

Thb lack of nionoy tnay* la some degree^ have necessitated the grant of Tnnds as rewards 
for meritorious actions, and given riso to tho focdal of tcqoro, which obtainod in our 

islands throughout the era of Portuguese dondnion^ On tho otlior band, it must ho remembered 
that, under tho Sultans of Qnpmt, a system approsiinating to tho fiandal, had boon in force 
throughout Bos’ll n, Bombay, Salfictto and tho neighbouring islands^ Whatever may have been 
the origin of the system, it is well-known that from 1534 onwards, all tho tonritory, of which the 
Portuguese were masters, was divided np into manors or fiefs, the land bobg grimted to 
deserving persons^t a nominal rental of 4 to 10 per cent., and the leasOii bebg rcuowable eitlier 
j-oarly, trlenniallj, or, in aomo cases, for a poried of one to three livos^ For distinguished 
i^rvicefl, and to Chnrehee or Religious orders, the lands were grunlod in porpctnity. In return, 
tho King of Portugal olaioKHl nnlitarj eervice froin the tenant, which might be commated into 
a las at tbo disoretion of the anthorities and Comptroller of the Treasury ^ 

In tlie general distribution of estates, which occurred after 1534, the thin! of oar Hopta- 
nos'ia, the old island of Mumbndevi or Bfomhai was let to one Meatre Diogo, as tenant or foreirg, 
for an annual qnit-rout of ].432§ pardaos, payable at the Royal Treasury in Rosssin. The 
precise terms and date of this early lease are nubnown* Dom Simfto Bofelhe, who was 


• p. 40?, ^ Matlta t bnt Dr. d* Caaba liat tla town af KdifrUatUia li awwit. 

t Dftnvw' m tadb, p. 41B. 
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OompttoUer dttnngthi'5 early pariwl, juautioai in liU “TomW acaatirng to tUe old 

foml or lOBt-rollj tlio income of oiir islniid nod its dependencies was 14,400 foedw^ and lotef 
1 375 pMflacfi. The Uland or Wia of Maliim wfn rented for 35,057 fowleas t “^ 1 “ the .11 im- 
dovun, ihatis the Mnudvi or Custom House of ihiliiin, for 37,970 foedeas.' The Uhad of Mampm 
yielded 8,500 foedeas, Jlomhaym or Bomboy 17,000. Tlio four vUbges of Pimil, Vndnhs bion 
and Worli wore gnmtod by the Viceroy, Dom JoSo de Castro, to Mnnnel Setxifo for in itard^j 
while the vitkgea of Troniboy and Chimhur were given to Dorn Roque Telles da Jlinozss, nnd the 
MmidoTiro of Wulheshtnir to o Hindu, named ‘ Posaji,’ for 60 foedens. Similo Botelho refeia 
to these placB in hiH «Tombo'’ under the tidea of Pnroll, Varella, Vatel, Sy va, Tummlxi, 
Oliambur and Viilepuee^r, 

Whether Msstra DIogo was really the lirst lord of the jiuinor, us stated by Simflo Botelho, 
is open to some doubt j bnt in 1538 Garc^ (ta Orbi, the coIohrataJ physieum and botanist, who 
liaJ jottraeyed to Induafonr years proTiOUsly with ilartin ABenso de Souza, tlie A'lminil of the 
Indian Sais, and had aotad as one of the signatories of the Treaty of Bnssein, boenmo tbo owner of 
Bombay on payment of a yearly quit-rent of l,432i prdaoa, or some £85 sforlmg. In iifl 
“ ConveRations on Drags,” the worthy physiclou speaks of the third of onr Hepfoucaia, as * the 
island of which the King had made him n gift, he pying a quit-rent for it ” (“ lloinbaim terra 
e ilha Je que El Rei nosso aenhor me fea mercA, alomda em fatlota ”). 

Leins glance for a moment at the value of the island about thb date. Previous to the ywr 
1534, the quit-rent of the Island is stated to have Iwen 14,400 foedeas, whidi in all protebdity 
represents the rent paid during the em of ilusulman dominion -fo tho Gnjumt monamha. A 
year later the rent was changed to 17,000 foedeas, in 1536 to 93,000 foedeas, in 1537 to 29,000 
find itt 153B to 27.000 foedea^. In 153U wo remark Idii-tlieif onluinGemeiit to 2G,2D2 foed^^ 
in 1540 to 28,140, in 1541 to 28,000, in 1542 to 30,000, in 1543 to 31,000 aud io^ 1544 and 
1545 to 38,500 foedais. In 1546 u qnit-rent of 1,175 panlaos, and in 1548 of l,432i pmdaos 
was payable by tlm lord of the imiior. The vnlue of the island, tlierefom, increased cons.dembiy 
subsequent to its acquisition by the Portuguese, about the date of which event the tot.^ 
of onr Hepfonesia were classified- as follows i-Mahim land 5s. 1,098 j CDstoms 5a. 1,239; 
Mazagaum 5s. 300, Momhaini 5a. 608 j Total Xs. 3,335. t 

Tha most noteworthy feiktu re of tho iatand wus the '* Quinta ” or JIanor-house, which, 

jtccoidiug to Sir James Campbell, was built some time betwoon 1528 end 1626, on the spot 
where tho Amenal now stands, behind the Town Hall. Tlio nucleus of wHut Fryer describctl 
in later yeirs as “ a pretty well-seated hut ill-fortifiod bouse ” must have been in exletenoe at 
tlio time Garcia da Orta mvnod the isbnd, aud woa shunted, as old rooorfs tell, “ m a park with 
pleasure grounds, wt the ea^abc of Borabaim, the principal seat of the island near the hide fort." 
Wo hear gf this budding in 1626, when David Divics, the English navigator, who desonbeij it 
as a combined warehouse, priory aud fort, makes the following entry' in tho log-book of his 
ship, “the Discovery” —“ The 13th Ootobor we wont ioto tho Buy of Bombay and rode withcot 
the Btakea. Tho 14th, tho ‘ Morris ’ aud the Dutch ships went in near the Great House to batter 
Bgniiistit, in whioh battery throe of the*Morris’ ordnance split; the same day we Ended 
300 men, Englisli and Dutch, aud burnt ail thoir cadjan honses aud took the Greit House with 
two Bsf*^ (sinaU canacu) of brass and one Snker (heavy carmen) of iton, Tlie 15th, all our 
men embarked aboard the ship^ boiug Sunday in the evening, and loft tho Great House, which 
^ras both a warehoose, a priory aud a fori, all afire, burning with otLor good honaes, together 
with two new frigates not yet from the stocks nor fully ended; hut they had carried away aU 
their treasorO and all things of any vnlae, for all were run away beforo onr men landed, t 

Of the products of the isluid Dr. Garcia da Orta particnlnrly mentions llie cocoonut palm, 
the Bmb palm, the Jack fmit tree, thoJunitml {Eiigetiia janihidaria) and the Jungoma, of 
which very few sjiecimens still exist in Bombay, Lastly there were mango-trees, one of which 

• Otm (smIm *si ■= Ift irii [ 4 fWtea ™ l t-wg* ■, S udjm = 1 paulM i lu pi** ** i iff m .ibiu. lh« 
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supplied th^ lord of the manor with frqjt hvioa a jcaTj onoo about ChriatinaK^ and a^In at the 
end of May, To thirs day tlioro In Mazagon two troof^ which b^r a donblo crop of 
mangoes ovary year ; while in the vilkgo of Vaddeni, Goa, oao D. JfaHa Porifimv^ao de Minqzes 
OWU9 a tree, which lioars fmit all the year round, add usually ranted to Bi^ E^LCollancy the 
Governor of Goa* Cofloanots and rice formcii the eitiipio prodnois of the blami of Mahim - 
^hizagpn and Sion Avars notad for thair ^dt-ponSi while the nnmaroii^ setdotnents of Kolia wore 
responsible for a hirge snppty of fish, wliicH wa^ dried upon tha L^Ioinds and than rorwarded to 
JJassain for sale to tlio iMoors (AbiboinmiHhinif), 

And what of die popidatfon of onr HoptaiKV^ia ? Solhras exiatiiig reooiiUshow'^ EoniLaiy 
wa? composed of savaii villages subordinate to two ea^bc^ or chief .staUnnift, at wdiich C'ustoinadnty 
wan JcA led. Tliese villag?e 3 ware ^fahini, Parol, Vnrelhi (Vadula) oiid >Syvo (Sjoei), under the 
(taf-ahe of Mahidi, anj Mazagon, Bombami and Vurol (Worli) imder Iho can;:abc of Bomkiiiiut 
In addition to these seven nJlages, iiowevar, thoro nnwfc have been smaller sottloinaiiL^ such ns 
Kol-war or OivaJ, the Kob'bltat or Colabu viJlaga, Naigaon, Doiigi”^ and others, which bxkd 
oxL^tad from the data of old IUndu colonLiadoii, Tlie ea^bd of Bombaitn avus not very [K 5 pnloP 9 > 
for it CDiilained some yeoTS later only eleven Portuguese eassndoe or married settlors, and some 
nativo Hflchs mating altogether seventy mnsietoeITS able to servo in war/^ J 

The latter were ])rohably of Koli or Bliandari caste. Tlie Kolis forrmHl, ]]orhaps, the mc 4 t 
nomerotis clas^. nt tlib dato^ and dwelt nil over our Reptanesia from Ooialia in the sontli to Sion 
and Mabim in the north. SS^eariag tlien, ns now^, tlicir dfsiiinctive enibleni, a knife Huspendoil 
from the neck, those aboriginal oolonisis, For iho most jjsiii, lollo^'ed the callings of fishing 
niid ngrienltore, though n few may have *hmn forced ta relinqnyi tliaso ilutics for that 
of pdilanquin^be^Ariiig, Avhlch formed the subject of mEuiy a petiLion and np|>ea] donug 
r he earlier yoais nftho British occupation* Avon’ much smaller con inmnity SAtis that of the 
Moor (MahomineFhiiis), who, according to Garcia da Oria, wore solely tmdCTs by »r-a^ ^ Tliev 
jK>iseMed the land wri^ Uio worthy phpician, “ and arc called * Naitia^ which ineaiiM 

mixed or ma^le up first of the Moors who camo from abroad and mixed themselves with the 
gouliles (Hindos) of this land.^'" One cannot help believing that a ftnv Slahuirinifrbiia of less 
mixed descent were settled in l^lidiiin or the eaqabe of Bombeiim % but the htilk ut' the fcdloAvers 
of Islain clearly lielongefl to the Konbani ^Insnhiian comiminity, avIjoso Arab and Per^ijin ancestors 
had taken unlo themselves wives from sitnung the Hindu inlialiitanis of tho Went, ticistof India, 
Then there Avero the Kunhils and Agris (Ciinimblfis\ “ who cultivated the fields and sowed them 
with rice and all sorts of pulsethere were Mails, who tcn^lcEl tho orchards, ami wliom the 
IWugUHO culleil MIortelaoa'j and tldnlly (I'jf, peoui?) or men-al-arois. Weindiue 

to the l>elief diat the?^o Avem Bhandarifl, descendant^ of the men who came with Blum liaja and 
who held the island of Maltim for S years against the MEthummedan under tho leadership of their 
Sirdars, tho Bhongles* At any rale, daring tho early British period, ilia BL-md:irisare spoken 
of 03 being hmd to arms from their inthnay, and having a couinge and tidclity Avhieh may he 
dopendetl n[H»n,‘^ and as having shqvkii ^*notorioti 9 courage and real lu the defenoe of the Istoud, 
when it a™ invailed by the Sidi*'^ Many of them Avere among the earliest oonverts in Christia¬ 
nity, and were organised by the Engliiiih into a Milituii which was retained until the growth of 
the native army and the appointment of a lo^nt police force rendered their sendees no louger 
ii+icc«flii*A\ Other descendanbi of Bliima^s rcrinne Avam also ihTeliiiig in ^fahim, Ihjuihny, Eintl 
Parol 5 are s[wkcn of as “ Pams,*’' that is to skV, Prabhns, ** who enlleot tlio rants of the King and 
of the inhabitants iind their and are abo mereliaiiit 9 /^ Tliree other eoimiiunities are 

^ Dfr da CanliA icUa at aaatlKT maEigmjvfl SMrl^ Ul wkfdi twica a jw. la hvUi tuim a mtih^ 

Injiuy \a iWr wfacQ it wan yoozi]; U Mil ta tiavS IvKa tha cAtiK of IImi ^hanQui^Oiii^ Btii thi Jdta C^Jonel pyrmo^kj 
atilbor of *^Mal]diia1 niaula of Wefflom trLUa,"' not with vtefWi^ ibiEiag Oui then 3fft Htdi tnaa os 

f When Ibo wsm »<1ed le Uw ita ffiT^anai Wera :— 

... — ... j _ ... X*. 7 ii 0 

Jfsilisla ... .** ir. ..k ^ 4^797 ! AVorll ... ... Xa, aVTI 

Fatv! ... .ki ..* ... X«* 9t077 lUoiDbaj .*■. ..* ... X 41 . 

Viibti ^ ,p. ^.. ,.. Xfl. 

I Antonia Boo4Tfa ■ LLvuikIim rivkiiliui du FnriaZ^Mr 
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hy Dr. Gurcift Ja Or*a xts mhnhilkg IciritDries 'Mho EauHuie'^ 

^P4Hii£LF5)y xvlio firo siicli fnU)' ufcson e JIm? procejife of P^iJjflgfJras," tlia Cittris or E^pams 
(PiirsiisX “ whom wo Portuga€.%e call Jaw's " ami"" tho Dor^'* or “Famse^'" n peopla despised and 
liatod hir^ilL Tliey do not touch othor?^ they oat ovorything, even doswl thidgs. Each vilbge 
givecathemlb leavings to tut. Their tiLvk l^to oIk^tiw tho dirt fmta )mu.^ and streets,'’ Of 
tliese three olasws^ the Lnjit named nloae pitshiibly dwelt upon our island during the earlier iiericid 
of Portuguese dounuion* The niitnro of tlicir duties mnsst have reddered tlioir presence a 
decesaitv in both cn^ibOa j hut the BftniaiS and Parais did twut^ so far as one enti j udge|. actual Iy 
form ftcttleineiiis upon our Iloptani"siji, until after the Englbh had laid the foundations of their 
w‘orld*widc tnule^ 

Now tho liistory of Portuguese domiiiTon in Western India is, to a largo oiteotj tho history 
of the foundation and growth of their religiou-H orders : and St was not long bel'ore our Heptauesisk 
bpcanio ao^^uaiuted with thom. Bhortlj after the year 1534, suid during the ophicapte of IXun 
Fr. Jtfflo de AlplioiiRo do Albuquen|uOp n Frauoiscan friar^ Fr» Antonio dePiirtOi set sail for 
Ba^ia and Bombay^ One of the oouditiuus of tho Treaty of BiLSoem was tlmt a snm tif 5^,000 
Larins (a Pohalim &>in= sis peiico), which liad hULorkj been applied out of the revanu-fti ui 
Bassein tn tho iloslom nufliqnos, was to coutinua to ha so applied : ” but so vigorously did hr. 
Antonio and others of his order sat about the di^sominntion of their oreed| that an order wsvs jiasseil 
by the King of Portugal to utilise all sacb mono>ii for tlio benefit of minions in Bomba}" and 
BasselUp Besides converting somo ten thon^nd natives lit Basseinj Tlmna, MnniiapOshvar ami' 
neighbouring louadhEes^ the Fnmclscans also hnilt the well-known Chtirch of Michael, which 
exists to this day in UpfMsr Alaiiim, at the north-einl of the l^aJy Jamsetjl Hoad, opposite to the 
t^Flloofor^s bungalow', Doiu Antonio Pedro iLi Costs, late Aivhbislioi> of Damann, remarks hi his 
“Reiatorioda No^-a Dioc<mj,-Mbat ^ Foi esta ogrega fundada em 1510^ a pritnevia quo os 
Portugoesos nii ilbi de Bombum;” which, being interpreted, nioains ^4lnschui'dii 

was built iu 1510, and h- the firsli licit rho Portugnase built in the island of Bombay.,^’ Thu 
s^Ltenient is only partially correot -for^ w^htle admittedly the oldest Franri-scun building In our 
Lslandj this cburdi wa^i not built until after the arrival of Fr. Antonw, who reiLohed our shor<^ 
aliout A. D. 

Tho keynote of Portugueso action ii given in tliat historic remark of Vil>5co da Ganm, 
4^iinrj^ husojir GlirLsUo^ e e^pcauiria ” (we oonio to seek Christians and spic^}« Blit the Chrbi- 
tkn wtkS lu their ey^s of Hir more iiapurhinice tlian tho apices ; and they could not peroeive 
tlait the forcible couveT^on of the one was lu ihe end likely to overthrow the tnide in the olhiT. 
Tiuitoiir Heptanftiia were f^nitably ^iiiiate^l for bocoming tbc tKule-oentTc of Western India, Iuih 
lieen proved by titer events ; and had the Portugacso Oovemment been able to restmm the 
tronblefonie and wanton a^lt^ of oppression w^hieh thoir religious onions occasionally pniotistHl 
under flic cloikk of proselyiking zeal, the popttlaiion of Portuguese territory wunld not only 
have not deore^i^l, hut might also linve increased simultaneoesly with an increase of the islands* 
tnule-rektioBs, Bat the desire to include the heathen within iho fold ^vas paraineunt ^ and 
consequently the Francisofin mission wus followed in 1542 by u Jesuit mi'^ton, tbe most notable 
uieinber of which w-iw St, Franeh Xavier, and in 15-18 by the Dominican Order, cslnhUshfil at 
(lott in 1545 by one Djogo Bcrinudcf^ who oonitaatly, during hLs tours of inspection, visited cnir 
klamk to confer with hh friend, Gkrcin dn Ortn^ St. Franck Xnvier lost no time in obinining 
for the Jesuit Order a sliara of the mouoy which was fonuerly set rt^ido for the beneiit of tlio 
tnosques ; anti by the year 1570 ^Mhe Fanlestines,” as tho Jesuits were ^Uod, were resident in 
ever}- town and village of Portuguese territory, and bid conimencod huitdiug the chuTch of 
Audr&w at Bandonu Both I’ranciseau and Jesuit vied with one another iu the erection of 
churches and the convetsion of the inhabitants qf onr islands. We hear of n chapel, dedit^atc*! 
to ^Nossa Senhoiu no Boin ConsalliQ,’^ being built at Sion nud nfiiliated to the chnroh of St- 
Mielmel hi 151*^51 and in the samo year of a oliureli of “ Our Lady of Salvatinn ** being erected 
at D;kdar« Both ehurebes were th^ outcome of Fmaelscan zeal, and both eiist among iia to tlik 
ilay. The latter indeed is now tho richest of all ohurcdies^ poase^s<^ landed property and s^votuI 
eoeoimut groves, has three affiliated chapels at parol, Wqrli imd Mutnugu, and a largo hctisp,. 
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wLioh lin» serTAil on vnrioxu ooco-^iuo^i o-i tkv Purtfi^iiiM« u^iiaoopnl tesulauuB. It ivu to clil^ 
ckarch that Dr, Fryer referred in lfi73, in the wonld ^ut Salva-ion;^ the Fmocvicuns nujor 
utiother church and coqTenl.'* The Fnnioi--'Cflns were the original owners of “ that Biunish 
chapel” at Parel, irbich tmecoafiscatcd tram the Jortnife in 1719, and after serving as “ Old 
Government Hon»” and the rwubntse of the present King-Einperor during liw visit ttr 
Doininy, fus Frinoe of Wales, litm GimUy been tmnsfonneJ into n Flngiie Hospital and 
Tjaliemtorv* for tlw propamrioa of preventive and comtiTO plogoe-noTinu. By the yenr I58~i 
the Fmosciacans lutl received charge of Abmdapeshvnr, Itlnhlm, Bondar, Knranja, Moant 
Cnlvnrv and Agnslii, in each of which places waa a slalO’paid olfictnl, known as “O Fni 
doB OhristaTa*” Their [rt>ner, nnd that of die Jesuits also, gradnally hot surely inengiBOil : 
n ctiiiTvh of J^ossii Senhora de flsperam^'n, Onr Lady of Hope, rose upon die plain now 
called the Esphiiiadc; nnd tlig nboriginal settlers of the Kul-vnr or Chvel bsoanie fb eiirlieat 
pnruhioners. The Homish oceleaiaslii's earned larger revenDos tlinn even die King of 
Portugal luniself: they fonnded a college nt Bandnt, which con faired drgreoa npon all manner 

of peraens, aiid,'necording to a writer of the sevoiitwndi century^ wpa not inferior as to tiro 

building nor much unlike those of onr imivarsities ” ; they lived smnptuoualy, ami wero in 
general so infliicutinl that even llie Geneml of the Korlh at Bassaln felt Ids jioailion to lo 
precarious. “ Few men,” wi-ot* Ovington in later years, “ can enjoy very peaceable lives who 
luive iinv fair poeaessions near ilia convents of the Jesuiis ; a plensaiii seat and a fniitful 
pliiutation can liaidly escniw their gaining/’* Ouo of the most roniarkahle ]K)rlions of onr 
Hc^phinesia, which cscajifd nljsorplion by Fmiioiscnn or J^int priosts svns the bland of 
Mozu^'on. By a Hoyal patent signed at Goa on tlia 18th January 1S72, the island was 
gninted in pflir])etuity to the He Sonai fiiinily, Lionel de Sonwi iiaving nuirried Donna Arum 
Peesoa, the daughter of Antonio P^oo, to whom Dom Joflo do Oistro had originally granted 
I ho is hind in 1547 on payment of an aimual (jutt-rniH of 19-') [lardaos. Tlio levcnTics of the 
idaiid had risen from 8,50t> foedcas in 1531 to 550 pardnoa in 1647. The patent of 1573 
laid down that “ the village of Moitagno ij given to Lionel do Souza for ever and to his heirs, 
l«ving every year 195 gold jiardaosniid three silver tangos of sis aud-a-tialf double pice eacJi- 
On the death of Lionel do Souza the villngo la to remain with Donna Anna Pcasjn, Hoy do Souza 
and ilaiioel do Souza, his wife and sons, that ia to fay, ore Imlf of the income lo rlio two sons.*’ 
In the event of the sons dying before Domm Anna, the uslnte wia to Im* shared by such of hi* 
descendants a* Lionel de Souza might Dominate hy will and lestameiU. Jn tiny cose, tlio 
vUla^o was not to bo sold, oschaiiged, or nliotiated withont the permittion of tire King of 
Portugal or the Uconso of his Vioeroy ie India. 

By a iater patent,dated Jane 3 r 1, 1537, the maiiiigement of the Mazagon estate was 
Itaiided over to llnv do Soaza with retrospcctivo effoefc ; and •* it isring declaTwl that Hay 
do Souza had no other son but Bomady D'Tavora, tho King conGmied the said Bcrnaiiy 
P’Tavom in the jjosesston thereof, [irovided tliat he did not deprive the other heirs of the said 
llav de Souza m their rigliLs, and provided ho did not sell, change or give the said villagf* m 
any slmiMj or inauncr whatever without license, as it was to fall entirely under the ma-iagemeut 
of one jHsraon only.” It was a member of this family, one Alvares Peres da Tavpra, wlio wjis 
lord of Mazagon at the time the Englisli took ]wsse55icu of the island, |>aying for it a yearly 
rental of Xorapbins 1,301-2-29. 

With the escej'tien of some few cases, such irt this, in which the lands of. Bombay wen* 
npijortioncd among private persons of distiiictior, the hulk of the bnded property liod fallen 
hy the dose of the sktoenth century into the hands of re ligloiiii orders. Tlie Jesuits ow ned 
-r^TSstwl^ti*urtiaitonttvtatBrj tl **\aeonm of tha ebSrf ebarch infialtstw mwilBttd (a In ef value t.f une 

Krand'iiraiiht of la 149 ^ * friar, if iiO ™tB6 frini ^ngliiDil t'l vUU tli* boCliM *11(1 colIeBe* flf the Jnhlt Bodsti 

.i*! tLtUnrti‘ rr^ ■* » fi****^ UB-SdiL Tbs Falbof Ivft to Iw eluoUid al ttandora i:*Iki}D f«ar FnaiabL 

*" van* wliWB be bid bmn^l fiom Cbaol i ihnri vislteil Thuia, SJid fuunJeil llo Chartb 0 ( St. Cedlj. at Pohiioj (FolJVj. At 

^ r^i^ulitJillieda isnillin'ealtad tbeCoOsg^sf tlie Paiifiiation.tn wbtdt tb* eiblWlWHrf well-tiMliUiBltfW nnini bs 

an U urtanOlUTiB^ Ftiia, Ba-sin he Jsbnmyed dilWt to iiriEntoto turina that theraw™ no Jesuit satll.- 

l ihirett in tbs iatwretiiug e.jantTy. At the time sF the amirn. M bo&baf to the Ein-lish, the BMideto CoItaEB laid daibi to 
1 ...1 U>a riebti in out iiOinuJ, Fts daims, townw, wene not atkaOwlsdsBa ; anil Ihia iaoeaswl the oalDia] 

Mtemwa ol tho Pcrtobiwir is India at lbs adrenl ol.tl» liigltvb to 







the largest and ^vore virtually tho proprietors of almost alt tho northern parfe of tlie island, 
such as Mahun, Worlt, Dodur, Sion, Sown, Bjcalla and Parol, Tho inmiORse Influonoo whidi 
on that account aoomeJ to them might oaailr h.ivo been ntilked for tJie nggrandisoineat of tho 
Portiiguoso power on sea and land; but anfoitnnuialy for the statoj nnder tbo aiispioes of 
irliioh thoy liad first sot foot in Bombay and neighbouring islaodsj their ill prised actions not 
only preoluded the growth of jKipuTatiop and tmde, but were n direct sonroa of ilangrr to llwir 
own countrymen, Tbo dostruotiou of Hindoo temples uiitl Mahommoiian mosquos was per¬ 
sistently practised, and resulted in tlie unrest and flight of those, who mi^ht under gentle 
treatment liave oolonieed our islands and fncronaed their cominordal importance ; while the 
enonnides which they permitted to he perpetmtctl upon individuals are shndowed forth in iha 
writings of the Jesuit Father, Fmnotseo do Sousa. “ Thero wore cruising about tho port of 
Bombay ” aayis ha in the ‘ C^riente Oonquistoilo ’ “ two vessels belonging to Malabar Moor?. 
D. Fomando de Castro, the Captain of Chaul, sent against them, Matheos Gomice who retumoti 
to Chau I with one of the vessels, the Moor Captain and twenty-throe lirLsonars, The priaonors 
wore all sontonoal to death ; and ais. died without any one asking them if they wonid oxohaugo 
die Koran for thoGosjiel.- The reuialnder, including the captive captain, became Cbristhtiis, 
iind afterwards died with their captain as true soiiliers of Christ! ” Such trantmont aa this 
oouJd not fsl! to nlfenatc the people and provoke reprisals, such as limt which occur rod in 
Deoeiai*er 1570 at Tiiana, when ten galley loads of Malalsir pirates pillaged die town and stole 
the groat bell of the CathetlroJ, while tiia people were celebrating the feast of Bxpecia(.‘iM) 
The intoieranas of tlio priests, in swith, was ilia cardinal point of a malady, which seiiied upon 
die whole frame of Portuguese supramacy. The .4rohbisliop of Goa informod his Majesty the 
King of Portugal b 1{I29 that “ die graatesi enemies to the State in India wore her own people ; 
and among all the cnemiea of Portugal from within, none probably dul greater liarni to die State 
of Intlia thjin the hJesnit^t while in lo3l we find the l^iceroy of Goa informing the King that 
the priests and monks paid no attention to his ordom; that the Jesuits had miide themselves 
mastcra of Travanooi-o and Tuticorin, anil of the pnarl-fisherita in those places^ retained hands 
ot armed men at their own expen-se and actually waged war by sea against his Maj'cstv’a 
captains. They also hold commauication with the Dntch and the Moon, and had usurped 
from tile State ilm royal jhirisdiqtioQ and revenues. They even wont so far m to deny that the 
King of Portugal was lord of Ids p.asfessions in Indiii, openly neglected his mandates, and 
geucndly intflgued against the Government to whioh they w'era rightly subordirate. 

Now these interna] troubles ami feuds prodncetl tho iugvitable result; they paved the 
way for an advance of other European nations. One Thomas Stop hens, wlm h slated to have 
bean the firat Englishman in India, was living in Goa, about 1579, «3 Hector of the CkiUege of 
Morgao i and thence [leapatched to his father, a Jjcndcn merchant, sucli advices uj prompted 
the commercial community of London to f«y ooiisid.iTnhlo attention to tlio pcsaibilities yf an In¬ 
dian Trade, A* early :is 15(53 a Venetian raercliaut hod travel Jed to tba western coast of India 
by way of the Persian Gulf, and descritied Cambay and Aliuiodabad os places witli an extensive 
commerce. Ho travollcil from .•\jikola fo Goa iu n piilanquin, ond was nttackecl oji the road by 
robbers, wliq stripped luin nakeil and would have “pliinderail him oF all ha posaossctJ if he hud 
not liflforn starting taken the precaution to conceal his valuables in a bamboo.” But^it was not 
until 1533 that the first Euglishmeu sot forth for the western shores of InJb, In that v«ir 
Ralph Fitch, .Tohn Newberry, Storio nml LooiIb^ choosing the s.ime route as the Venetian^ 
urHved at Goa, where the Pcrtngiiese, suspecting that they were come to trade^ „,^ 3 t 
prison. Tlirongh the ineiliatiou of Thomas Stephens they wore set free, whot^ipqn Fitch re 
turned to England, Leeds entered ihe service of tho great Mogul, and one of the other two 
married an Eurasian wife anrl settled in Goa, 

Meanwhile certain English mereliants preseiited a meniorfal to tlie Lords in. Conncil 
in which iMimission was asked to trade vilh ports bordering on the Indian Ootsm and the CJiin ’ 
Seas ; and a request was preforrwl for the Queen’s lioeiise “for throe ships and throe piniuiCM 
to he equijiped and protectwl in this trwle, without being subjeet to ony otlior condition than 
that of jioyniont of customs on ihoir return, ” The momorial was tavonmbly rtsceived, and in 
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1&91 CSaptuiD RajtnoDd wns do^pntdied with tlime ^hipS| PonslopAj^ ^^M^rohoiit Roysil"^ 
and the ** Edward Bonavedtrom/^ TIiO ^xp^ditiou met with da anil after lieavy lo^Aea at 

ieflt a few sDn'ivorg managed to reach FalmauUi in the Adgnet of 1594. Gaptam fiaDcasleTf 
One of the ^nrvivor^p set on foot another aipeditiodj w'hich aalled in I59G with letters fram the 
Qneen to the Emperor of Chtnai and was dovor hoard of tignin» At lengthp on the 22iid Sop- 
temlier 1599^ an nssooiation of Aterchadt Aibentorora ” wcis formed under the prosidoiioy of 
the Lord !Mayor of London, for the pnqjoso of (^ihlbhing a trade hetweed India and Englmid. 
At tlie first general meeting of the AsoocLation, held on the 34tli of tho same month, Jl was i &- 
solred Lo apply to the Queen for her sancdon ; which being reoeivad on the 16th Dctoher, 
1600, a fleet was prepared^ and sailed from Woolwich under the command of OapEoiii Lancas¬ 
ter on February l^th, 160L Having visited Achin and established a factory at Bautem, 
caster jetnrned with a cargo of peppier on the 11th September 16Q3, Eiqboldened by hjsadccess 
a fresh es^pedition set out in the year following tmdor the command of Hawkins of the * Hector,^ 
who, iirrivlng at Siimt with ii cargo of iron and lesid, was idlowed to land there |>eaceahlyi and 
thence blurted for Agni with a letter from King Jamea to the Great Moguh Failing to obtain 
permission from this poIenUte to establish a factor^^at Snmt, Hawkhii returned to England in 
1612. Bnt in the meanwhile Sir Henry Middleton, who commanded tlie stith voyage of the 
London East India OompanVt had sfdlod for India and anchored off tho bar of Snmt^ Sir 
Henry had strict orders not to offer violoooe to the Portuguese, unless they were to openly as-- 
sail hiin> oa op to that date no eollif^iott had oconrred between tho Mproaontatives of the two na¬ 
tions in India. Of the insults put npon him by tho Portuguese, of their refusal to allow him to 
trade, or to fake ou bonnl Captain Shariselgh of the “ Trades-Inorco^,^^ of iho engagement between 
Knno da Ounha and Captain Best off Surat, it is not onr purpose to speak here, fjet it snfBoeto 
3 uy that Best^ft dogge^l courage won from the Mogul a Hrmoo, aiithoriBing an English minister to 
res^ide at bin court, and opening to the English tho trade of Surat, In the January of 1615 was 
fought the tuival battle at Sutiily, which may he said to have laid the foundation of the British 
Empire In Western India j and from that day fonvanl wo find Bio English gradually strengthen¬ 
ing their position along the eoa^t, joining with ttio Dutch in hlocfcading Goa, and flniilly in 1626 
suggesting to the Dutch that they should unite with them in attacking and oapiniing Bemhay. 

A description of our Heptanesia, as they were about this date, will be found ia Antonie 
Boearro^s work upon the Plants of the Forlim^,” “ C-oming from seowards ^ aiys he ^ one 
mtbi steer north-east, keeping clear on the setL-sidoof the islet of Candll (Colaba)* Thoro is a 
rocky ridge, which juts out souBiwarda from the land, and extends half a Icngno into the sea. 
It is all rock and ia quickly wvrml by water, so that if a vessel fails to take heed, she is sure to 
run against it. On the land side there are houses of die Lord of the Manor. There ia also 
a bastion, of the area of about ten ptveas, on whieli are mounted four iron gnus. Tliere iis no 
ioldier in this histbn, nor anything tbr its defence, except what the Lord of I lie Manor supplies 
ftt hk own cost, without any charge to the Royd Treasury, The small and scattered population 
of Bombay consists of eleven Portcgcose families. Tliese, together with the blacks, make up 
seventy muaketeeis." Xheae houses of the Lord of ilio Manor tncl tided tho ^ Quinta ” or Great 
House, which In 1661 belonged to Donna Ignez de Miranda, then lady of tha hfattor or 
“Sonhorada Ilha.” Around ibe house” wrote Fryer a dalicate garden, voiced to 

ba the plensontast in India. This garden of Eden or place of terrestrial happiness, would put tho 
■searchers u]Kjn as bard an inquest as the other Itas done its posteritj\ The wailq which before 
were covemd with nature's ven^t awning, and Hghlly prcfssod by aoft delights, are now opon 
to the fiun and loaded with hardy cannon. Tlie tusw'oi^ dodieated to rest and oojie are turned 
into bold ramplres for the watchful sentinel to look ont on. Every tree that the airy choristcra 
iimde their charming choir, trembles at the rebound iag echo of the aknuing drum* and tlioea 
slender fences, only designed to oppose tho sylvnn herd, are thrown down to erect othera of a 
more warlike forca.” Before the English ewnOp the garden wea doubtless all that Fryer 
described it to bo. Sonth of it lay the seltknienl or parish of ** Polftv " (Apollo), opposite whichp 
zmd hi tlie sea, were the flshing-stakos of the KoIes, who dwelt m Old Woman s blaud, aa it 
was auh^eqnently billed, and in [wrts of the Maud of Bombay proper. West of the garden 
lay the wide stretch of the Maidan, terminating in the orchards and groves, whiob reached to 
iU 


ihe foot of Mflbbir HilU Tliepo vsem ^voml lirOUBes of the Indo-Portagaese, Bhnndeu-b, Kolis 
aDtl Agrh ao&ttered aznoog ikw& groves; tbero wm the tmr-dized villaiie of Civol^ foruiing a 
poiiioti of Uie Maidan or Esplanade parisli* and uorthwanl of it aevemJ dank re^en'ed 

for noe-ouldvatioD. Though the SriguDdi still existed at the o^trenjity of the HJl of the 
Malaharf^ the old Temple of Wfllkoihvur, boill hy the Silahara^ had been oast dovrn ; 30 also 
the ahrinee of MiduihiT^shini mitl her sisters hadj for the time beiog^ disappeared from ocr shones, 
the goddefises waiting in conoSMimeiit until a milder feeling should prevail to^nirda the old 
deitifti of HiTKlnisni. North of Lkiugri, Inhabited by Kolis and ijerhaps hy a few Parbhq 
and Bmlimin inhabitants^ lay the isle and Manor of Mazngon^ poisoesod by the legnl deeoendants 
of the DeSonza fainiil}^, and serving as the home of Portngaasei Kolis^ Mxtlis, Bhandark, 

anti perhaps a few Hindu ^ serious" or dorks.* The lyorthern islos^ as wq have remarked, 
were wholly given over to the JosaiU, who owned honses and deuiiesnes in Parel, Sion, and 
llilahim. The latter island was probably peopled by the Poftngociio in nmall t^ninbei!^ by 
Purbhnsj BTOhmins of Pnlshikar and perhaps Shen vi caste, a few Miwn? or Mahommedans, and the 
lower olas^ies of Bindu^^ Slmilitrly At Xaigaan the Parhbu and Biohmin must stUt Iiave been 
resident, though the latter found it a harder tiLsk than the former to maintain a livelihood and 
reputation aniong those who, once his disciples, had been largely perstmded or forcibly driven to 
became Christians. The Purbhn, on the oontmn'', being a inan of bus! ne^ could still comfortably 
enhsist hy patty tracliug or by acting ns a rant collector and agent of Porttignosc landlords. Porel 
ami Sion sheltered the Fortaguese prlofibi, and various of Hindus, both ordiodox and 

oemverLs^ and uontniaed the historic chapel, wbieh luia been £nally metaiuorpliosed into the Piagi.w 
laboratory of the twentieth century* The trade of the islands was not great, being confined for 
the most part to the side of dried tish - and the revenues of the Portuguese londlottls were drawn 
in the main from taxes upon rice-lands, papble in kind, upon oil and ghee, and upon the 
ooooanut and areca-nut pahus, witli which the islands abounded» The populatjon had met with 
ohstades rather than inducements to its mersase, and numbered only some ten Biousand, at the 
time that Donna Ignez de Miranda owned the Hand of Bombay, and Alvaras Peros da l^vora wis 
lord of the Manor of Mazagpn^ 

And jrotj uotwithslmding their poverty, ibo immense natuml advantages of the islands 
aroused the cupidily of the English, who recognized their ^*0100 as a naval hose. It was 
for this reason tbit they fought the Battle of Swally in I b 14-15 - f Wwt they landed 
and burnt the ^Great House’ in 1626; tliat the ^umt Council ia 1652 urged tJie pur- 
obnse of Bombay from the Portuguese; and that in 1654 the Directors of the Company 
drew the attention of Cromwell to this suggestion, laying groat stress upn its excoiloat harbour 
and its natuml isolatioii from attacks by land, t Slowly bnt enroly tho hour wus drawing nigh, 

• MuagwL alKJ KmtaliiHd it this dit# n. Fcanciftewi ih^ptA, wtlth ia tlKW lUy* appwn Bd th& Chtuidi of 

amli 0 « da GlsrUt tie ralbedml of tl» stEeianu ol tie MCfth, o^bd tlie prwnt catlAdial in cf Uw rtmtzewQ Diope^ 

Thd ^pal ml mlorgni iu ISOa ud rebiolE in ISlCj DfiSacua of CfUpiUa arntrihatOig Ro, 30,000 

(Of III ooaflnTlctiQia.-»tBel*t€Hiii da Notb Diogucu} Tbci iLuagwi paUffit fif 1BT2 i«fei» ha ** tiw Eocred gJottnda 3 imd m tbe 60*17 
poftion of Oifl SmntaeiLth ^tinj tfea wia MlUTffWl Ro? do Scraia. tn iTSl tl|E Ma±*^n ortote WM Mdtbi^gb th* 

DlBe» of TiilivftaaUi SefiojTeliBg to intouXo do Snra for Bei^ ^Ir&CC, tn wltofatbevCUiL^ of Worli liod ilrEodj beni kM in 
ITEI^ Otd eonditbni of Uid iale ttoi that do B^soold poj tOa umnal ptumn dno to tho ofabioh for Uie oeJihmtiim of Iti 
fBHi. In ir4S tho CoUocitorf laiiAmei SlilliTwip rofBM ta “ o qaonj rf stona now la pmcaaiim of tho dhaidi of MlBgoa ; 
in ITBS ma Antonio da Scraa Jett tl|i thnr^ ua aunnal ram of Rft. SCC fofr Usa ooSefomtioai nl tPlWsa and la 3003 tfeo BiidAh 
G owonuarat ap^profiiUteA oertiJa Isod^ of Lho cfamfohp nod pmyii Bi. ] ,IS0C fot iho bu» pet Bjumm u waH u Hii 24C in itttt of 
12 zDod^ of rieOi which fonnod port of the ditcfoh^ EmAaorceant GodihtkO.) 

t la 1CI4 Lho P«tnsWM Uilad (toe Qoo with 7 fitUlflOM, S pinti, I gallay, i csftTol, *ad & Other 

TBBaflia wntaining U*00 PortuynBoonnd n lATjpe aaociDt ol B.rtilliJr/, Ho wjjifaad to dostioy the4 EnjUgfa vwBoUthoti at SwoUy^ 
namely, ^'tbo Now Ybot i G^lE^ ‘ tlm Ueetor% *tha M^thaat ■ Hope ' aad ^thfi Solomon cindor the cominHui o( hUriiwtai 
[lowotro. On tJocomher Mid, the Fortn^oeH fleet arrlvod md out weiboi heCw^ thi Eocllih nml Sttmt, ikioiiUhii 

toot plMB tm the 57 th Ksd ^Eh? ontho ^^^th the Hn^lioh fleet raOed ond took op ■ better potliW of SwaU/, ihiu gotUng 
onsfrofljdii mto coioMliikw^ with Btnmt SetwMB the Uth and 19 th Jinitiify IGIS, the V3w^ wh Jgitiod by tl™ other 
floistB DrfaOer Aande^ Lmi Co Jinttb, and da Alirtwrii. On the ttomma erf Jimawy SCth* * lfl* UschonE'^i Hopo^ aoUed 
toWAid# Iba ffl«Eaj% who tsrid horded hor with gmt dotonnioatioo, ud nwij raeeaodfid ia h«r Ewieo, TI1B7 

W»p bowmt^ dirrm e)(B with a hwa of hotwoea 40ii mid WP emu, anaraff whom won- laabj * flCalfoa.' The tlirea oChcr 

T»Hle Dia» erp and oo[Eij|iletod (ho dnfiaU A caDfidOadja wm raUftmed till nl^tf^, and tho nest mamin^ tho 
Yleraoj i&iled aw»j dlfooniolata to DiOi 

I The TtliM of the b«boiu erf Botobay wai follr t«cofu^ bj tba Portneibw in IMit- The G&mi Lliihaiw wrcto a 
iMtaf to tho EiELf of datod nacembaf 4Lhj lS3J>p la whi^ he eslojlfid ite adranla^ 
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whan the yoke of Jesuit shonld be lifted from the Decks of the people, and the old deities of the 
Hindus ahoald pwcefuHy share dotninion with the gods of Chijstianity and Islam. Porhapa 
the most fittbg epilogae to the tale of PoriDguese doDoiuiea, the most saitable prelude to the 
histofy of the years to ootne, will bo fonnd in the follomng estnwt from oertaio recency 
published historicfl] akabhas by Thiiinms Curfyle :_ 

■'Nay, looking into other old lo£-l»ot, I disoam, in the hV East too, a notable 
germination. By Portogoese Gama, by Dotoh and other traffiokars, and sea-and^land rovonj, 
the Kingdoms of the Sun are opened to our dim Fog-land withal j ora ooming into n kin<l of 
eon tact with it. England herself has a tfuffio there, s contmuslly inereasiog traffic. In these 
years (1610), Bis Majesty has granted the English East Indio Company a‘new oharter to 
continue for ever,* the old temporary chatter having expired. Ships, 4ho LumonseShip, 
Trade’s Inon^se, and her Pinnace, the Pepperaom,’ aha and others have been them^in Guzorat, 
in Java, io the isliM of Ternate and Tidore^—bringing spicy drngs. .y Surut and olseivhere, 
certain poor EngM Factories are rising in spite of‘the Portugits of Goa. ‘ Kay, in 1611, 
there came Sir fiobort Shirley, a wandering, battling, diploniatuiog Sussex nian, ‘Ambassador 
from Shah Abbas the Groat,’ and had a Persian wife, and produced on Englah-Persiun hoy, 
io whom Prince Henry stood god-father, Shah Abbits, Jebangir, Great Mogul and 
fabnlous-nKtl Potentates of the uttermost parts of the K-irth, are dimly disdosed to us, night’s 
ancient curtain being now drawn aside. Not feboloufl, but reai < seated there, with awful eye, 
on their thrones of harburic pearl and gold. Is it not as if soma rustle of the coming epochs 
were ngitating, in a geude way, those dusky, remote Majesties? The agitation of ‘the 
Portugal B nt Goa' on the other hand, is not gentle but violent. 

“Eor lo, we say, through tha log-book of the old India Ship Dragon, in the three last 
days of October, 161^, there is visible and audible a thing worth noticing at this a 

very fiery cannonading, ‘ nigh Surat in the Road of Swally, ’ It is the Viceroy of Goa, and 
Captain Thomas Beat, Tim Viceroy of Goa has sent ‘ five thouEand fresh men, in four great 
galleons with aix-and-twenty lusty frigates,' to demotisi] Oaptain Thomas Best nnd this ship 
Dragon of his,—is fact to drive these English generally, and their pony Factoriffii, homo 
again, out of Uis Excellency's way. Even eo, but Captain Thomas Bast will need to be eonsult- 
ed on the matter, tee I C!bptain Thomas Best, being coufinlted, pours forth mere torrents of 
fire and iron, for three days ittuniqg, enough to coavmoe any Fortagal, A surly dog; ourijB 
not a doit for out gatleons, for our lusty frigates, sends them in splinters about our ears, kills 
eighty-two ef ns, besides the wounded and frightened ! Tmculant sea-bear, ecu of the Norse 
Sea-kings > he has it by kind 1 Tha Portuguese returu to Goo iq a very disimntlad mauner. 
What ahall we do, 0 Excellency of Goa? Best and his Dragon will not go, when consulted J 
0 Excellency, it is we ourselves that will have to go I This is the ceuuonoda of Qiptoin Best, 

‘ General Bear * as the old log-books muuehim- small among sei-victories, but in tha World's 
History, perhaps, great J 

“ Chptain Best, viotorious ever many things, sends home despatches, giving ‘n schemo of 
good cider' for all our Factories and business in tha East; saiis hither, sails thither, settling 
much; fieights himself with ‘ cloves, pepper’ and other pnngent snbstaue^ and returns 
happily in IdH, The Great Mogul had a * Lieger’ or Agent of ours, lor some rime pest • and 
now, in this same year, 16IJ, Sir Thomas Bee goes out as Resident Ambassulor. The English 
India Gompmy seems inclined to moke good its ohnrter ! His Majestj', in all easy ways,, right 
willingly enooningffi) it. 

“American Colonies, Indian Empire,—and that fur grander Heavenly Empire, Kingdom 
of the Soul eternal in the Heavens: is not this People conquering somewhat for itself ? Under 
the empty halm, and esat-cloth«s of phmitasinagories, under the tippets, rubrics, Kiog's-cloaks, 
and exnvite, 1 think there is a thhig or two genninoting, — my erudite Friend I *’ 




;¥ • '^- J ^ 


■ is >-' 


fee'll 


* »<!' CA . 








” 'll 


ii 




iyw ^‘ 




ilii 






iii [ 




■* ¥t01ii iSff^ '■ i *■ 

«»« 

,4.i\fagyfi‘^awwip-.tiV js ■ ■" . r>. 

Tai JfiM '-V J J y.A jaislt*?*-'. ‘ J '■ 


tf? 




SS ^ 


'umi 


«7 ! 


■ 1 r‘ 




0 






>,» 


4:3^V»i H.i 


v^i, ff 


-Tl.*. 




> T f a ■ 


^ItMi 


'V 


■ •"►: 


'^' ’ 
[Ff; 




a 


f 


. d jtar 


mF : 




pf 




a-A 


: tSLs ’ 


■'k 








Ai 


• 1^1 




if..- 


flit? 




i * 


_lv W-’ 


11 ^ 


W J 4 




* M';S 


1 % 




. 4 a«. 


l♦> 3 rti 








111 






f -1 «i 


ES?- ' 


-&ftj 




^ 1*^1 






err 


•:::^r.r*>^f 


H- 


p«a^)ll^' 




bi» 


'.T 




r ". ii 


-^m- r~. a 1 


ic. 


n.j‘ 1 




^ J - t > 


•Jet, 






.fc41^fc3f?»=s£i4' 


arv 




i¥^mi 






‘Vfi 


-Jcl 






IS^t 


if i«»l 


* 9 U». 




■K:i^a 




.j-ga 











PART 11 , 

“TEIE ISLAND OF THE GOOD LIFE.” 

^jdtT^irlj? ^rftrt W9fi 

fff rtf ^^rmT*fi rAi Taxi'' mlut^rntm 
^rTtiiartOhffiL' ^ixair 

« Ti iJLirti 

tIittH ■^ixfJJ'Si pL^ 

PltiDAR Olj1f3imNl?p VIll, 

* I or in A mttlfT uttil I^Hujl wny wn"^ td jnd^ wilh nniwa^ ua^ »il 1 ^ ii tfiiAj ^ 

yel Imth E*M nrdin™« of Immortnii gltM thbi ftci^enJed lutd to H la iftnag«rf oat flf ewrj cHa# a piOii bidli ef 
Gfld. Hay co&nJif “at »&rj of iMi WAfk,* 


Peiiiod thk Fii( 3T.—Ififil TO 1073. 

At thePalnceof AVbItehiil!,oii tbe 23nidayof June, 1061, was signed tke Marriaga^Tieaty 
iietwean ClhnrlflS II. and tlie Intanta of Portugiil, whereby the Port and lalaiiJ of Bombay “ with 
all ihe rights, profits, lerritotips .-mJ appurterumcos whaiaoevor theroimto Iwlonging *' wpib 
handed orer “ to the King of Groat Brltoin, bis baira and fincoesaofs for ever. ” This inomoralil* 
event forms the prelndo to the lust act of our islund-drunja, wberoin tba Heptaiiesia gnidiially 
emerge from birropnesi and poverty, and, parsing tbrougb a sariea of geographiBil, political and 
social tnmsrormations, finally appear before as as tbo splendid and popalons oopitsl of Westom 
India. The period, which extends from ihe date of the Marriago-Troaty to the opening of this 
rwenlietb (lontuiy, may bo viewed from maniftikl stirndpointa. Military tmnHactions, growth of 
revoune expansion of hwlfl might severally form the suijjout'jnattar of ao moan rolnme; hot the 

study of them would nnt noceasBrity conduHM to an adequate grasp of the ohanges which have 

taken place in the oxteriml appearance and popntation of Bombay, since the British first set foot 
therein. It b with the latter subject^ hoivaver, rather than with (lolitifia] or commeroiel ohnnges, 
that this monograph most nocefisarily deal j and inasmuch as there are vouchsafed to us, at 

different dates from the year 1661 till the prfcsent day, definite stetameafcj of the nnmber of 
inhabitonts of Bomliay,* it will ho our eiideavonr to fash tea upon tho hosia of those snecessive 
estimates, a folomblo tale of tlio Halids’ eipftiLsion. and show to what extent the mditaiy, civU 
and oomiJloroial exploits of the Company and the Crown have coulribntcd to changes in the num¬ 
ber and character of the population. 

3fow the earliest record of numhera that we pessesa is contained in the " Kew Accopnt of 
Kast India and Persia ” written by Dr: Jcim Fryer, Snrgoon to tlie East India Company, 
and pnbliahod in Loudon In tlie year ItiflS. The author, to whose graphio writings suoL-essive 
students of Bombay history have expressed theoiselvos indebted, lays down that in 1G75 the impuia- 
tion of Bombay nUberod 60,000, “ more by SO,000 than the Portngeeso over bad." In view 
of Ihi^ statement, it fs geuerally undenrtood. and U indeed moardad as a foot by Dr. Gerson da 
Cimha. that at the hour when ihe English gained possoasion of Bombay, the in habituate numbered 
about 10 000 aoulx AUbetigh the Island and Port ef Bombay iieoama tha proper^' of England 
by the tilfflty of 1661, the actual cession of territory did not take place until tlio oomnionwment 
of the year 1665 The events of the interraodiaiy period, the oxUa and death of Sir Abraham 
Shipman U|mn the IJa of Angediva, and the obstettctivo attitude d the Portuguese in India, are 
known to most of ns and hardly need rocpitolittioii. The aalient featnros of the tale, in our 
opinion, are the comparative ignorance cf the ™lue of the islands displayed by 

II 




42 


iiitliontiefi in Eijrqte, ancHbe pife^ieiiae of PorltigaU'" in tius conntirj. Contrastj for 

ftiainiile, Loni ClaredoD^a mHy nodon of tlio I^bml of BomW with tho towns and ciLstlos tliereln 
wliidi oTO within a veiy iittio distance from Bradlp^ with the words of Aafonb DoMdlo de 
Cwstni, Viceroy' of Goa. in a final letter to the King of Portugal. I oonfoss at the feet of tout 
M ryestj i'' lie wrote in the Junuarj of that only the obedience 1 owe your Majesty, as a 

vassal p could have forced me to thia deed the ceseion of tho island}, b^ciitise I foresee the great 
tronhios that from this neighlKsurbootl will result to the Portognese j and that India will be lost 
on tho same day in which the Engliish nation is settled in Bombay/" There is Boaietliing pthetic 
in ihU Imsi appeal of tho Viceroy, who fully recognised the [kj&iibLlitlos of world-grmtness- 
nhich aoderlny the inooasidepahleoess ot she Place of Bombataip'^ and know h\~ instinct that 
his face could never bo the domitiaat power in Western Indio^ if once *4he poor little IslantS," 
Pepys quornlonflly termed it, were handed over to the men of Eiigland. 

The King of Poitngah howeverj was bound by tho forms of the Marriage-Treaty ; and in 
oonaequencet thoro is prssented to us in tho month of January 1C65 the lapcctacle of Humphrey 
Cooke—Inofro Coqne> as the Portngoese doonments havo it —** taking himself po™naIly tho 
IKissession and deli very of the said Island of Boiiil>ay/' after signing and irsecoting the instru¬ 
ment of {HKseasioii in the Manor-house of D. Ignez de Mirandap tho Lady of tho Island. Befoul 
proceeding to trace tho reasons for the rise of popnbtion between that drifo and tho year IfiTri, 
it is d^irahle to OF^rtaln w'hat were tho limits of Bombay, m oedcil fo Cooke, and into what 
classes its popalation of about 1U,000 wa.s divide^L 

Onois somowimt apt in these latter days to iiirngine that Botnijay doting Portugueso rule 
compriflod nearly as inau)^ sub-dmsioiis as it now does, and that the outlying portions wore 
always fribordinate^ indeed tliey now are, to the area occupied hy the Fort and Kativc Oity« 
Bnt for a dear perception of the early period of tho islatid’s sforyj it is essential to remember 
that to the Mahommedao oud the ^ Portugal Born bay meant merely the island whereon once btood 
the sbrino ol the old Hind a goddess Mnmbadevl • and tint tht-f inland was of inliultely less 
iiiipcrtojice than the island of Mahim. Till the year IfiBI, Jt foul not even acquired the position 
of oaii>abS (Kasba)or principal place of a Llbtriot,possessed no depondeacius, and was nicroly 
QUO among a nofober of areas leased on a quit-rent to deserving Portuguese fAmilles^ The 
Boyal Charter of ttie Masqjgcsn Manor, and the separate leases or * aforameutoA^ of Parol and 
Varli ill the tombo ** of Sim^ Botolho olearly prove tliat these estates or villages were 
originally wholly mdependeni of * Bomhaun. ' while tbe more northern villages were never 
oonsideiod otlierwisa than as appeiidageii of the supreme ca^abe of Mai/tun At the time that 
Huraplirey Cooke took in his liniul earth and stones, and walked open tlie baailons of 
Bombay, as signal of possession by the Englieb, the bland bad acquired snQicient imporbmeo to 
reckon Ma^agcm, Parel and Varli as its dependencies. Any larger arfya than tbijj however, 
could not, acoordiug to Portuguese views* be inoltided in tho treaty of delivery \ for Lblaba was 
still the Kolfs jjortfon, wholly inilependeut* and Sion, Bliaravi, and Voiiaia were [HJitions of 
the separate ostote (L^land) of Mahim. *BiicIj, indeed, was the decision of the Cotnmbstouerd 
whon3 the English Governor requested to define the limilB of the ceded territory, Cooke's 
liction itader the clreumstonces will be briefly recorded, after gbneing ot the principal land 
marks of the island and dependencies^ 

The chief feature of the island proper was, to quote Fryor^e words* a pretty weIl*«eatod* 
but ili-fortitied house." situated behind the preriCatsite of the Town llalh “ Four brass guns were 
the whole defoace of the isbnd^ unless a few chamiiers hou^oil in small towers^ oonvenient plaGcs 
to scour tho Malabars, who were aecnstomed to seiae oattio and depopulate whole villages by 
tlieir outrages. About the house was n delicate garden, voiced to be the plea^te^t in IndiSj 
inustided rather for wanton dalliauce, love^is artillery, than to make irsishince against an invading 
foe/* To the south-west of tlio house and garden was a cerbLin area of open gTooiid* corresponding 
to the Espknade of our day* and conluining a FmuciscaD church, built on the present site of the 
Elphinstone High Sohool. Tliis open ground merged graJnally into horias " oarts, or plantations 
of coooiinat treoSp which stratchtxl in an almost unbroken tine as far aa the ** filU of tlio MabbaTs/" 
with its ruined tomple of the Sand-God, and the limits oi the modora soot ion of Maholakslimi. 
Sojitterod among tbef^lms were small villages, C^vel_(KoIi-var). Kalikadevi or Kaibudevf, and 
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the hin-Titlage of Girgatim, ooiiifioBod far the most part of nulo palni-roofod liut?, though here 
nml there might be ssaen a few better-ciess dwell in ^ied end glazed with o^^ter-fiLolIs, the 
property of PoTtugneae inhelltaiits. Hice-ciiItlviLtioa waa uot ankaowD, and conjointly irith 
tho rent of the oarb and the duty of Ijandnistal^” or tax upon the right to distil Itqnor fioiii 
pulm-jiiioo, furoished the re venues of the laud-owner or lord of the ninnor. Soethwnnl of th<r 
hoitae and garden lay the “ Paklutdi or parish of'* Polo " (liodio “ Apollo " Bondar), whiob 
contained a few huts and looked acroiia nn arm of the sen to " tho islet called Cuidil" (o ilheo 
quo chamild Candil), wherein the Fortugaese owned a few lands, Tn tlie north of tho lionse and 
garden was a small congeries of rude dwclttogs, and a * mandovim* or custom-houso, the title 
thereof being a corruption of "uisdl or mandvi, which is the niioderiii name of tho nrea, to which 
the ouefoiD-heuae was subsequently rumuved. Farther north again was the Dongri or IlIU-Traot 
■narked by fishermen's lints, wliicii once, If not at tho date of tlie oessiuu also, lielongcd to the 
territory of Maiagon, from wljoh It Wiis aiqmrated at high-tide by the Unibnr-khadj (Oomer- 
kliiiri) or Fig-Tree Creek, Hard by was the Foot-wash, Pydhoni, of which wo Imvo spoken ta an 
earlier chapter. Both the Creek and the ‘ Foot-w'ash' owed their c^btenoo to the groat breach 
between the isbnd of Varli and tho northern limits of Malabar Hill, through which ])oiired the 
Bua at higb-tule, suhinergiug, atfcordiug to Dr, Fryer, “ 40,000 ucrea of good land, j'iolJing 
nothing else but samphire/' Two other snitilbr ‘ khinds' or hreadies combined with Ibis gresit 
breach to render the modem areas of Tardeo, Kamaihlpura, and the Flats, a parttally-aubmcrged 
svramp, of no small thmger to the health of tliose who dwelt in tho iinniediato vicinily. 

The Wiofit impoilant of the depondencica of the island was Masmgon, ** a great fislung-lowa, 
pcealiarly notable for a Hdi calle<l bnmbnlo, the sustenance of the poorer sort, wdio live on Ihom 
and liattv field,” Tlic fishing-town formed hut a small jKirlioii of what hud once iteeii a very rich 
manor or estate. One Bernadino do Tatora was confirmed in jnsscsslou of the village of hlazagon 
bv a potent of June 3ril, 1637, to tho copy of which was appended a note, showing that * Manekji 
Nowroji's Hill’ (f. c., Dongri), the Oart Charney, niid Varli wore part of this estate. AddeiJ to thewi 
wore VeairT Hill, Bardeen hiriy-gronads, the Pakhndivada oLirts, and Bhoycalem or ByealLi/' 
Tho Franciscans possessed a ohtirch and monastery here, the Portugnrso owned houses, and tin* 
Bhaiidaris and Kolis, dwelling in rude huts, manured the j alius, distil lei I liquor, fialial, and 
repaired, dd higbdays and bolidej-s, to the mde sliriiie of Klmdakadev or Gliontpdev, the Hock- 
god, which lay to Hie north of By culla, Notwithstanding tliat Ihe original area of the estate 
liad, by tlie date of the cesaion, bet-a largely curiailwl. yet the Maaagou island, with its oartg and 
Ijutty-gmunds, must have Ihion iho most reuiunemtive of all the ureas, of which f'ooko toot 
[iosscs-sii>ii. 

North of Mazagon, and separated tliarefroin by the sea, lay the landa and village of 
Parel. Here also were batty-lields and oarts, and n large church belonging to the Jesuits, 
known to ua in these days ns ‘ Old Govermnont Honse.’ The cbnreh nm! dwelling-lioiHes 
ossociatod with it, were aurrounded by several acres of good land, beyond ttn* limits of 
which were the inevitable hut setllomonts cf “ the poorer Geutooa. ” Though no dofinlte 
mention Ls made of Sivri (Sewri) and Naigaum, it is pretftblo that they were iucIndcJ in the 
urea, ceded to the English, Ijciugat the time but poor and insigniticant places. 

Finally there woe ihe island of Vudali or M'orlj, contoiDing a smaU fort and hut settJo- 
ment of tho fisher folk. Ho exhaustive acconnt of the inhabitants of the ceded ubmU 
I'fl in existence s hut Fryer clividca them in 1G7.'> into seven main classed, most of wliiob 
must liBve heen dwelling hem in 1G65, albeit they were then loss nuiiioTOiH. Foremtist 
among tliom were the Portnguoro proper, who possessed tho land as tcnants-iu-chief cf 
ihe King of Portugal, Accuidiug to a statement of Antonio Bocarpo, in his “ Livro das PbuitcLi 
dns Fortalezas," they consisted in IGM of eleven Porlnguose oosados " or married aoltlcjs ; 
and had not, so far ns wo know, mcretwed very greatly by IfiGS, To os the most note¬ 
worthy of them aQ was D. Ignez do Miranda, widow of I>. U&lrigo do Monsanto, who was 
known as tho Buuhom d» llha, and was sole proprietress of the cn*;abc of Bombay, with its cecoor 
nut-gardens, ri(?e-fields, and tho duty of baudniatal. Like tlia roat of tier conipatriote in Ihcsi.- 
istands, she was a ' fazendeiio ’ or holder of a * fcizonda, * or eetete, granted ttpoD n systeti] known 
Its ‘aforameiito*' Dr. Gersoii da Conba has dearly shewn that tliTa svstem which harl originally 
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been introdnueJ iiito i^Ianda by D- Jo&o da iiiTf>[v^ both a right ^ncj a duty— 

right b possess the bnd and enjoy its produce ; the duty to deteniJ it, ut the tenent’a eipeDSC| by 
the niAbitononce of men amJ horsey and the bnilding of mooted tewors and stockAdes« Tbe 
tenure wos in truth emphjtentbal i for the land was granted eilhor in iierpetunm or for a long 
term of yoarSj on condition that the grantee shonld pkntp oultivata and other wise improve and 
that lie ^ontd at the same time pay a *fnjro’ or 9 nit-rent, Ajitonio Bocarro'a foferenoe 
to t]io eleven Fortuguose casodoa indirectly proves tho existence of the tennro i for ho adds 
that, together t^iih soma native blacks {j^ufats thoj oonld provide seventy mniketaeta 

able to ^rve in war« At the hour when the English set foot in the hdondf the chamoter of the 
origiiiiEi] tenure nmy in soma coses have been forgotten, and the obligation of the tonnnt to 
furnish military service to the King of Portugal os supreme landowner, have been giadtudlj set 
osido: but the payment of the ** Toro ” {p^iS^E' ® foro^ h solr^r^ pertshnemy was still In foruei 
in almost every village within the limlte of Bombay territory. Even to ns of the twenfieih 
contury, the name of the taunre k familiar. We meet it in u Foros Road/* in the B'oros 
Tennre ** Register of the Bombay Oollector''s olhoe^ The teuaut-m-oh lef wag permitted to sublet 
Ills i>os 5 essif>ias to othorsp in con^uenoo of which there exisled iit the time of £ho cession, a con- 
sldorahte nninber of lond-holdei^ who foU that the advent of the English miglit interfere with 
their rights, and who Ihereforo did all In their power to pmvenHhe tenne of the marriage- 
treaty heing carried out. In point of fuct^ hy the articles of delivery which Cooke signed^ they 
Wore not diajjo^ssed of their lunds^ but wero tdlowed to continue paying the same * foro ^ as 
before^ aud to "" enjoy and make use of the same ne they have hitherto done without the least 
control I iction from the part of the English gentlemen. A Jater clause added that every person 
porwessing revenue at Bomlsayi either bj jiartimonial or Crown lands, shall possess them w ith the 
same right and flball not be ilopriveii thereof except in coses w^hiob the law of Portugid may direct, 
and their som and desoendantii shall succceil to them with tlie mine right, etc/^ ft was also ei* 
pressly laid down ibat the eitates of the Lady of the island were not to bo ititermeddled w ith or 
taken nmy from her, withouiber consent ; but that after death and her heirs succeed to those 
Oiitates^tho English gentlemeu in[i>% if they chaoso^ take tliemi;, P^ybig for the same their juQt 
valuOi as is providijd in the case of other proprietors of sstatesp'* Bq large a portion of the coded 
territory was, at tho time of wbicli wa writer in private hands* tlbat the [lortiou diraotlv vested 
in the Brltisli f Vinvn was coinpamtively trifling, and iuejuded none of the vilbgos, which con- 
tributixi the major portion of the revciiuoa. 

Neit in order to the few Portugueso famitiesj who represented the *kudeil gentry’ of 
Bombiy, were the Indo-Portuguese, a people of miicii European :inU Asiatic descent, whom Dr. 
Fryer denoiiimateiJ Tojiazes.To,some of ibeio the King of Portugal doubtless referred in a 
letter, dated 8th February 1664j in the conrso of which ho roniarkcd that “ the inhahitente of the 
island are so closely allied by nationality, parentage andoonvcuience to tl]o best of the Portngnose 
all over India that T consider the ariangameEt (r. <?., the cession of the kland to England) will bo 
for their ooninion good-"^ The majority of this class eon not have I Keen possessed of a bigh sooiid 
status t a few, perhaps, were landbolderSi ami enjoyed a fair position : but, generally speaking, they 
wore a degenerate and debased lacoj the hybrid product of the union of Portngnesc with the 
native women of low-class, pi>s9ossing the good (|ualitieg of neither." Sahswjuent to the cession a 
fair nuniberortbom were onJfsted as soldiom, ond formed the origmal nucleus of the BomlwiyArmy. 

Holding a somowhat rimi]ar position to that of the Indo-Portuguene, and oegasionally eon- 
founded with them, the Native converts to Christianity, who dwelt for the meet part in Cavel 
village* Mazagon and Farel, fcrmoil no mconsiderable porticn of the population ef 10,000. If one 
may judge from the eiample of I'avol* the Koli mce^ our aborigimd and Dmvidian settlers, seem 
to have sopplicJ the largest number of converte. From time iininemoriaj, the KoIi had dwelt in 
hiB Kol-wan or Koli hamlet; and when the Portuguese commouoed their crusailo agaiast the old 
gods of the islanrl, ho bwatoe a Christian, and hia hamlet became* under the name of"Cavel, u pi^r- 
tlon of the iCspiimade Pamli. But, from wlmtevor ekss or trilw tliey may originally have lieen 
drawn, the IiiLlIau converts^ in the early days of British rule, contributed largely to the rm and 
.lovelopmont of Bombay. Thousands of Indian families*" writes Dr. do Cunha* hud been con¬ 
vened by ibe Portuguest^ to Christianity ; and it was from these families Uiat the early Bridab 
Govenuiieiit drew ihc> supgjy of clerks, assiMants or seumtaries. They wore tha first fmJts 


of tlio instruction nnd oduoation imparted to them hy the Portogumo priests, at n time motooTer 
when tliero was hardly a Hind n, Mosloni or Pnrsi ablo to read the Ilaitianolinnittoi?. jSnd 
they wore tlic early inatrumsiits fur sprending the induonco of the new rule nmong the nntiveH of 
Western India^or the firat helpers in tIniox|iOQsit>ii of the BriHib power ihroughont tho eottntrr.’' 
Tlio fear tiuit they might ho forced to ronotnuw tho Boiiian Catholic religion was one of tho 
Toasons preferred by Antonio DelloUo do Castro for not giving up Bontbay to the English. 
‘'I seq in the bland of Bombay " w mo the letter “ so many Chri^ian sonls, which some day 
will bo forced to change their religion by tho Engl^h. How will they allow Catholics to resido 
in their territorios when they hand over Catholics in the aland of Anjtianno to the Moors?*’ 
The Viceroy need not have felt any fipprohoosion : for, from 1665 onwards, no anthenlic instance 
exists of any native of India, Christian or otherwise, fleeing from persecution by the Brilisii os 
the Brahmans of Bandom did in 1577 from the lUihertJ uertioos of Portagoase misiioiianea. 

Before speaking of tho lower olaeses of natives, resident in tho islands, one is tempted to 
enquire whetlier any' inomhor of the Parsi oomniQnUy dwelt bore at tho time of the cession. 
That they existed in considerable force in Bassein territory is an acknowledged fact j and tlie 
physician Giireia da Orta, who owned the islund of Bombay about the year 1554, t{>eakB of them 
in the following terms in liw Colloquies “There aro other shop-keepors who are named Coaris, 
and in the king^lom of Cambay they cal! them Espnrais. nnd wo, the Portugtieso, call them Jews; 
hut thev are not Jews, they are Gaotiles who cuno from Persia, liave their own charactori, have 
mimy ™in saprstitionis, nnd when one dies they ta}te him by another door and not by that they 
cerve fliemselves; liavo liopnlchres where they are laid down when dead, and placed there unlal 
dissolved; they look to tlie enst, are not oironmoised, nor is it forbiddon to them to eat pork; 
bnt it ia forbidden to eni beef. And for these reasons you will see that they are not Jewg.” 
According to a tradition oiirrent in the community, one Dorah^i Nanablim ocUially resided in 
Boinhar ialand with his family during the Portuguese dommion, and earned a livelihood by 
traiisatding mincetlaneoiu business with the natives on behalf of Portuguese authorities. On tho 
ii4vent of the English, he is stated to have sarved them In a similar capacity. It is pomiblo that 
the population of Bombtiy in 1665 mclndetl a few memhors of this ndveutaroHS commtmitybut 
that tho numlior was insignificant is apparent from the faot that until 1674 or 1675 no VDakhma' 
or Tower-of-Sileaco for the recaption of their dawl had been built. In the neighbourhood of Parel 
and Sion wore ti,vo clnsies of iuhabkimta, whom Dr, Fryer alludes to under iho title of ** Coliun- 
bnons, who manure the soil ” ami “ Fta^scs or porters also, eocli of wbioli tribes have a 

maadudote or auperlntandont, who give an acoonnt of them to the English, and iieing l»ra 

under (he same degree of slavery, are generally mere tymnnioal tluui a stranger would be 
towards thain,'' Tho firatmained were Ktinbis or oulttvatore, and innsl have included both tho 
Kuuhis proper and also the Agrh, who have lent their name to the modem district of AgripAdn. 
The Frasaos or Faraies, so far nS one can gather, wore Dliers and others of extremely low casta; 
for Garei« da Orta, in describing the rocaa mhabltiDg the settlement of Bosaeln, speaks of them os 
“ a jjeople despised and hate<l by all. They do not touch others, they oat ovorytliing, even 
dead things Each village gives them Its leavings to oat, v,ilhout toiiohuig them. Tlieir task h 
to cleanse the dirt from houses ami streets ” These were in truth the fororminem of the modem 
Halolchor and sweeper; and must have been living not only in Parol and Sion, bnt iti tlio 
villages of the Island proper and lu Mazagon. 

Lastly, tliero wore the Kolb und Bhardaria, whose settlements were scattered here 
and there throoghout Bombay, Ma7agon, Parel, and Worll. The Bhandarls, whose hera- 
ditiirv occupation was tho tapping of palm trees and disUlIution of liquor from tlie 
juke! pmliahly resided in or near the great palm-groves and oarts, whieh stretohed 
oloii" Back Bay to Malabsir Hill. A eertain number of them bo doubt were engaged in 
other purautts such os agriculture proper, and inoluded olasses, such as the Bhnngidis or 
Bhongle?, who woro originally Bhan<laTi Sirdsra. In the early days of British tnlo, they 
provided an honorary guard, and carried sumdards in front of the Govornora ; whil« thu 
Bhangulis acted as trumpclors before the High Shoriff, on tho ocoasion of opeaing tho Quarter 
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Th^ Kolis wore, oa they are noWp agriculturists and fishermen. An account of 
the EH has olroody been given In. iho Kindii jioriod ^ and it will suffice at this juncture to roiuairk 
thnt iboir aeUlemenis were found in almost every portion of the ceded territory, aud that with 
the Bhaiijaris and Agris* they proljtfiyy formed the major portion of the population in the 
year IfiGo^ 

Sneh wore the main elnssea of inhabitants, at the time wbon Oooke signed the urtidfe of 
delivery* It seema to iia probable that out of the ton thousand, soine few at Iea3t were 
Parbliu^. There hiiLl been a colony of them at Muhim^ over since the day wlieu their ancestors 
Journeyed in the wake of Bhiiudov from Dovgirl; while a letter, dated Sake IfiKb from the &ir- 
SuBedar of the Konkap to iho Shrimant Pesih\-a of Punai etatos tliot hi the times of the late 
Portugusio Govefiimeiit, the Bmlimiog were^ by tliat Govomnient, trtiiJe to undergo compul- 
sory jabour like OuliSi and os the Prahhus bold appoinimonis under it, the Brahmins naturally 
inspected th^mi of bringing this ahouk^' The Parhhus iu fact were clerks and acccitintant% who 
collected rents on bobalf of the King nnd of the land-holders; and it is permissible to believe that 
the e^istctico of the * ufommento ’ tenure iu the islands of Bombay must have nectHsitatod the 
presence of some few families id tlie island villages* Had it not beoii for tho aggressive |>Dlicy 
nf the Portuguese toward the notivo of Bombay, a very much larger number of tlieiii would 
have been resideut here at the time of the cession ; but, as poiutod out by Mr, S. M. Nnytik iu 
his History of the Pattaue PrabhuSp foroihle convcfsiouto Cliristianity and other iUibend uioa- 
suros obliged many Porbhu famllioa to fly from tiaoir CEiristiau rulers, and take rcfLige under tho 
comparatively mild sway of the Mamthos. Wo aia uo reason also fo disbelieve iu the presenco of 
a fow Maliouimedan families. Fryer dUtiuctly mentiona Moors as one of the ]>opii1atinn in 
1G75 ■ and nithocgli their numbers may have considerably increased aoluequedt to the eppear- 
auce of the British, yet the Mahommedau period cannot kave pa^d away, without leaving a 
single trace among tho [Kjputation of the seven isbmdsp If not of pure disceut^ the few re[>re- 
seniatlvea of Islam may wetl have hc^longetl to the cloest donomirtnfod by Garda da (Jrta n% 
N[uties (from the Sanskrit Napatri **) ** whioh mmus iniscd, or made up fiiwt- of die Moors 
(Musulmus) who came from abroad, and then mixed themselves with the Gentiles (Hindug) of 
this land*” 

Now to goveru thi^ strange m&illey of raoes—Portuguese, Indo-Portuguesop Kolis, Bimn^ 
daris and others—thure came with Hoifiphrey Cooke a small band of Eugllf^h, the survivom of 
Sir Abmliam Shipman's ill-teted foroe. The tror»ps which loft England in 1662, to gsirrifion 
Bombay, amounted to four companies of 100 men eucli, iiidejicrident of officers* Ui Decembor 
16G4, they numbered one houilrod and three privaieii with a sadly thinned list of officers* 
Iu compliaDco with the ro^^uest of Sir George Ovendou, ilr. Cooke supplied tho following 
roll of tho force whbb aocompanied him to Bombay One enaign^ four sergeant3» six eorpomis, 
four drumiuera, one gonuePs mate, one gun-vuitb, and aioety-seven privales, wilh twenty-two 
piecoa of camion and eight hundred and sevouty-eiglit rounds of shot. 

The main oharaeteristiea of Bonikay and its inbabibnts at the time of the cession, 
having thus been determined, it now becomes necessary to trace the caoses which leil by 
the year 16T5 or 1677 to an mcivjaso of 50,000 lU the population. Humphrey Cooko 
fell into groat dlsEwonr both with tho G£>voriimont at borne nnd with tho Ojuncil at Snmt 
for signing 6o ^‘ derogatory and nnjuht” a convention* Not only were reitrictions placed 
by the articles of delivery upon the tnnd now vested iu the Britkh Crown, and upon 
the free lacvt-moat of popuktion, but the island of Bombay liad been shorn of its most 
Important dep*udc!ioio$t the cession of which had dearly IfOea conteini'Iatcd in ihc original 
treaty bstween the uicnorchies of England and PortugaL The non-^foliAory of tbe^ 
outlying villages and islandSi moreover* afforded the Portuguese an oppoi tunity of hcim^ing 
the EnglLshi by inflictiug heavy im|iosts n[ion all boats which passed Kaniuja or TlMina : 
and the low of a ID to 12 par cent* duty oa the niorabaudi^o and provisions!^ which 
Bombay boats brought from the coutinent, eventually proved go bunlonsomo tliafc Cooko 
was fomed to put soldiere ou bofird to resist the demand* Notwithsiauding, however, tho 
manifest injustice of the capitulation, as King Cbarfas ]L styled Ilumphrey CtKi-ke^a oouvention^ 
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wo pot ^Qvinoed that he ffiUed to mako. iha heat ikTmngomant pndor tho 
Ho foppd lirinself oonfronleJ at the ODtaat of lib lubopr by a strong hcnlj of JanJod proprietors, 
belotiglag to a moo wlitoh hud rale^l BoDihay nod tbo noighbourinj^ conptry for os*or a cflntnryj 
who ivora astroiiiely jealous of any lofnagemont of (heir righti, who were fi rml y oppoisod to Epglbli 
iDtorfcfonce, and who Iwd ooUialJy proved stroller onough, with tho aid of tlioir supremo 
[jresoatativO in India, tu withhold the doliTory of Bombay for over three yenri;. It ns ay have 
reaaosifibly occurred to Cooke that, by insEatenoe upim the full torraa of the inarria^o-treatv, 
be was likely to inJetiottely prolong tlie negotLitioiia, uud might even bo obliged in return to 
an is1apd| the dimate of w'bieti had sdreadj sdahi a large number of his cetupatrioU: that, imiler 
these oirenmstaneesj it was better policy Eo take Bombay with all llio restrictions and dwadvant- 
ag05 that the Portuguosa inigHl impofwj, ami trtisL to ovarthrowiiig oi: counterseHdg thoiii, 
once lie and his men had the island in thtdr grasp* Be thh as it may, Cooke a action aflor the 
co^ion wiis decidedly direotod against the restriotive olansei in the treaty of delivery, and may 
in Honio respects be regarded ns tlie model upon which siibsequont Governors IVamod tboir polioj^ 
Tire two objects upon which he ap|iftarfl to have prinoipnlty set bis mind wore, firstly^ the acqiiisb 
tion of more terrUoryp rtmJ SMOodJj, the attmotlon to the islatid of merahanls and others, who 

would help the ooRimunity to be indojiendent of tho commeroiat LaLahitanls of Portuguese 
temlorj. In farthemnee of tho former dedre, bo aoi^^od, upon the Sintsiost preteiit, the land 
svhicb WHS oontigUQUS to the island proper, mid thereby excited intense hltteTiiess In the heart of 
Antonio DeMello do Castro, who gave vent to his foolingB in a letter to the King of Portugal, dcitod 
January Stli^ I GGil* Daring the Iasi nionsoou^^ Iio wrote I informed your Miijcst v tliut I had 
banded over Bombay^ Now I will rebite to your Miijesty wlicit tbo English liare done, and are 
doing in the way of The Gnt act of Mr, Humphrey, who h tlio Governor of tlint is- 

laud, and wbotii I knew in Lisbon as a grocer, \\m to tako posse-^iciu of the kknd of irabim 
in spite of my protoBts, the ishind heiijg some distance from the island of Botnbiiy, as your 
Mnjosty will see fi-om the map wlitcii I semi here with* He urgucs that at low tidep one can 
w'alk from one to tbo other* and if this is OQticeded your ^Injo.^ty wull be unable to dofsn J tlio 
right to the other NortherII trilalids. • ^ • The mbabltanti of tho north would Itave Taken 
up arms and driven out tho Elnglishp if I had not hod my stispicions ami [ircTcntecl tltom, by 
ns^uriEig thenj that your Majesty wjw aotuatly in treaty aboat the pureliase of Bombay, And* 
although the name of Humpliroy r'oukc appears in ;d\ thofw matters, an awful heretic unmod 
Henry Gury, a great enetiiy of iho Portuguese nation, is the anther of all thcBC tiling^/’ Tliuj 
Mnhim hsoaina ours ; nud with it Sion, Dhiiravi, V'udala passed out of the possession of dm 
* ]*ortugals, " and heeauie the property of the British* Notwuth'Standirig tho protests of Iguanio 
Sannonto do SaTupaiOj the ao+ions of Coake, and ^ tho awful horotic * who worked svith him, were 
upholil f *iO that, by the time the latter became Governor, Bombay indudeil nil t]ie lancU, except 
Colnba and Old Womau'H. Ishnih T-^hich have been nnite^l to form the present island of BomhqiVp 
While he thus irritated the Portugueao by usurpation of their tom lory, Cooke rang/^J tlia 
jealonsy of the Mogid Government by inviting nativo inorcbants to come aad setth* in Bombav, 
and by bis endeavours to strengthen the garrif-om Thoio two actions, jiulecdr represent the 
keynote of our policy in this early period. Bonibay wna to liecomo ‘ tho floiiri^liingest port m 
Indio* \ this could only be attained hy the settlemciiL of ^looplo rrein without ; and tliov 
would be more likely to make their hoiiie in tlic iskuEjs, if comploite religiouH tolcmtmn wore 
establislieil* and if geenrity of life and property were afforded by a strong lorires<i or garrison. 
Those views wora to some extent acted upon by Sir Gervaso Lncaa^ who in compliance with tho 
orders of Govern me lit, urrivetl in Boiidray in Novoiuber 111^6, onslerl Cooka from the Governor¬ 
ship mid cast him liiio pri-^^in on a charge of frtind and embezzlement. Before setiiug sail from 
Eciglau'L ha poinieci out the rninoos oonditjon of tlie Uoinheiy foriifioatioag, and Ihe neej of 
stronger gamsoti i and w,i?^ oventimUy permitted to take with him “ ti reintbrcenient of dO luen 
nndor a liautanninr, together with a supply of clothes, aniiiinniiicui and stores, and a small vessel 
to be nttaoheil to the girri-^ODp*'^ On the fiabyict of bind ac;|ni$itioiip also, he was no unworthy 
giioceiiSor to Qiokc* Dufbg his Gi>%'orn<irtbip, the Jefinitfl^ Col!ego nf Biiudora laid cluim to :i 
ccitiSEdenible tmetof land* which ho refu-^oil to deliver to ihem; the Purtugnoae stralgbtwny tkient- 
ened to report to arms, whereupon Sir Gervafo ehni^tcrjsed their aetion treasonable and 
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deolan^ all ike JesiiitsMaiid to Use Crown^ This gmoml policvp ¥fhick had for its 

uJtiEuate objoot ttio colonisation and onriokment of our island^i must tiavo bean conimaod by 
Captain Gary,, wbo reoeived tho reins of gcvernmont on the death of Sir in May 16G7* 

For. otherwisOf tlaoro can bo but little signiHoance la the .statement of the three gentleinen who 
jointly cBrriod out U^o duties of Portn^juoso Viceroy in 1670^ to tha efleet that ^ Henry Gary^ 
Governor of the Island of Uoniba}% k very ai^iste and an enemy of the Portugnoso nation,” A 
glance at the rovontso titaleii;unt jiubmittcd hy Mr, Gary totho Secretary of State in 16^ 7j will 
show lo wlkat extent we were Judebted to these early representativc^i of Euglirh domkiicui for their 
Bstntenoss and foresights Think of Garoia da Orta^a yearly quit-rent of £85 or Ii432i pardnos; 
of Mostro Hiogo'a payinont of 1,S75 pirdaos or ,£80 sterling per annum j and then contrast it 
with tlie following esthnato, drawn out by Gary :— 
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The strengthening of the garrison j uko, W'as not neglected; for according to the letter 
which accompanied the above statement^ Mr* Gary liad raked its noznbers to 285^ by the enlkt- 
lueut of Freack, PortUguesCp and Natives^ 

Kotwithstanding^ however, the badeble attempts of these three first Governor^ to 
augment the social and economic importanoe of Bombay^ the policy of aggrundisomeat cannot 
be considered to have met with v^ory definite aucoessj ontil after tlio transfer of the islands from 
the Crown to the Company in the year lCd8* The eaase of the transfer is stated by Fryer to 
have lioou tho potnp and eipensee maintained by Gary ! " and hy unothor writer^ a desire 
on the part of Charles 11. to pacify the annoyance felt by the East India C<»mpany at th# 
conclusion of the Treaty of Breda. The true motive probably was ihe ccmpleto iuditFerence of 
the King lo the value and welfare of his kilely-aoqiiired and the very keen desire of 

the Council at Surat, firstly, to put an end to the quarrels which Iwd arisen between themselves 
and the Bombay Governors on the question of the issue of navigating posses, and secondly, to 
cbviale tho hostilities with the natives of India^ w^hich were occasioned by tho faigU-hunded 
uotions of the Crown representatives^ and for which the powers in India held the Company 
respoueible^ The mcreaie of population^ whiek had taken place by 1675^ nmsfc have resulted, 
for tbo most port,, tVom the actions ol the CoinfHiay, to whom the Port tnid Iskud were traiuf* 
ferred hy the Royal Charter of Muroh 27tlj, IfifiS, to be held in free and oointnon soccuge, as 
ef the Manor of EiLHt Greenwichi^*^ at u furin-ront of £ JU, pLjiible on the 30th September in 
each year* Into the details of the tnuiafer^^the reception of the Ootami^Aionora hy Gaptam 
Gon-j the petitiim of the Portuguese O^ntus and others, the fate of ^one Peter Ste¬ 
phenson, who at our first landing} was veij mutinous and refniotorj^ and laid down kb 
lurmsp liLivhig used many oaths and imprecations that he would never serve the Bonoiirahle 
Company,” it is not our purpii!^ to eutor^ Piissing referenoei however^ may bo made to the 
‘^Portcgal sen von (clort) Rameiinar (Bamchandm Shanvi), who so necessary' for Ids 
knowledge of all the aflairs of the island by his io long residezice here, that we are forced to 
make use of him, desiring your approbation.^ One b tempted to believe that Humchaudrfi. 
was not the sole reproi^ciitative of kb caste in these islands, that, in addition io the ojasses who 
are definitely stated to have been here in 16 G5, there were Brahmins abOp the remnant of those 
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whom tyranny had driven into the temtory of the Mahrattof. The policy of the Cempanj in 
respect to its new territory is shadowed forth in the following note of the 7th Soptenibor 1660^ 
recorded by the Conaell at Snmt:—*' It being the Honourable Corapny’s desire that we contrive 
the best way for the making Bominy a port for the eijxirtation anil importatioa ef goods and 
persons to and from Forsia, Mokho, and other parts ; and for die effeotiug of this that we employ 
at present the Chestnut pink nnd get some other vessel to be there diat merchants may be en¬ 
couraged to come tbither, and further that wo advise them what shipping will be fitting for the 
encouraging this aEfair^ and they will send ihem us. Wo deliberaiely considering thereon do 
find many reasons induoiug ns to build them shipping in this country, where timber, iron work, cai^ 
peutoTS, and nianv other matoriab are very cheap, the building fiir more substantial than in England 
and more proper for these parts, in regard tboy will recioiro no sheathing nor caulking more 
than the decks, and by the indnstiy of these people from whot they have learned from our 
nation, as handsomclv built as onr English veaols, and yet further for the drawing merchants lo 
the port, who may bo enoonraged whon they see ns bpilding shipping there, and for the ea- 
conrugomoiit of the natives in sotting them on work, so that the money expended will remain in the 
island aad the people be the batter able to pay those duties and rents annoaHv received tVom them, 
tlie best tiinlier being ptooumble near at hand vary ciieapJ' Tiio ultimate object of the Company 
was ideniical witli that of Cooke, namely the encouTagecheiit of settlers, and the expansion 
trade ; nmnUcsting itself in the appointment of an officer from England to superintend ahipbnild- 
ing. the deputation of two otliers lo superintend tlie oonstruotion and repair of the fortifications, 
and in an order to pnrohasa lands in the immethata vicinity of the Fort, “ providoil thees[ienwdid 
not exceed £1,500,'* to encoumgo pbutatioiis of pepper and mnnuiictures of cloths and to allow 
all iijliahitanis ‘‘amoilomte toloialioa,'* HeuoO comes it that we raewl of Mr. Philip Gyfford 
*■ raising and in a manner tiiiishiug the baBtious. a work which was stilt but beginning by the 
rest'** of the enrolment in 1660 of the aiirvlvors of Sir Abraham Ship niau’s force, as the Hononr- 
able CortipsHiy’a “first European regiment” Or “ Bombay Fusiliorv,” known to a later geneiution 
as the lOiJrd Fool; nnd of the supply of canuon to tho stuall forts at Mazagon. Sion, hlahim and 

Varli, 

The inofease of [lopulation oeoasinnad by BUoh mensiires, however, must have been small 
by comparison with tlial which raaulted fretn the progressive policy of “llial chivalrie, intrepid 
man” Mr, Gerald Aungier, who became President of Snmt, on the deatli of Sir George Oxandon 
in jidv IfiGlt- In dealing with the period of his adminiatrfltion, which was characterised iu themain 
by the premise of religions liberty, freodom of trade, and encouragemeTit to native indnstiy, it wiil 
1» coni^aient for our purpose to distlueuish between those events or actions wlueh indirectly 
affected the popahtion of tliese islands and those which wore direoUy responsible for a clinnge in 
the nature and unniber of tlie inhabitants. It was apparent to Mr. Aungier in the first place that 
the dissatisfaction and disputes in regard to the ownership of lands constituted a serious 
irnpixliment to the iwaw^ftiJ coloniation of the Company’s territory. Tlie Portuguese, |flworleas 
to resist tho inroad of the English, had dcnH iheir utmost to minimiso tho value of the 
coded territory, bv decbrliig that most of the lamU of any value were the preperty of primto 
individuals, aud c^uld not thcrofera imder the artiolo* of delivery be conaderetl as tho property 
of the Crown or ttompoiiy. The earlier Governors, as wo liava seen, roteliated by sciaiug 
suob properties on the most triviid pretexts, with the resalt that a feeling of irritatioi, 
and anreet prevailed widely throogbout the islands. It was to appease tho landhol.Jers 
and at the same tuno to provide the Company w ith on area w ide enough to admit of the 
oolonKotioiJ-iioliey being attained, that the President tormulatod llie projMJsatft, whioh were 
oventually approved by the inliabil.'vnts end wustituUd tlie terras of the fatuous “ OonvoDtioD.’* 
Tho moBt important olauses in the agreement wero as follows: 

‘‘ That for the bettor way of agreeing in tho express chargee that the Company have for 

the defence of this bio, the inliabitants and otheni aforesaid do offer to the Honoumbb 

Company 20,000 Xeiaphins (Bs. 10,050) yearly including in thb som tho quit-rents that 

they did pay formerly.” 

IS 


"' That the estate^ that are adjfed on shall be Jeliveted again to lie oU [loaaassora 
of wliat ooiiciitioiia so aver*’’ 

“ That for the thno to come if any estutes on the iels conio to the Hoiioiamblfl t^nupany 
by any title wliatsoever, or likawise by cutting any tree or sebing any oarta or batty* 
gTounds for the ose of bnildhig tbe City or other ground for the defence of it or any other 
ibrtihcatioti^ that tbe quantity that aineoiiis to the said estate with the qail-renta shall be 
deducted nccojding to the ^iio of the paicnleras or the gtotind,” 

To these and other nine cUnseB the Governor and Council p ** out of their oamost and nnfeigned 
defiiie to promote the public goodie peace and tranqoillity of the iBle,” signified their assent j 
but inserted in the agreement certain conditions^ which demand passing attention. They stipu¬ 
lated imprimis that dl royalties;, rights^ privilagea and ioimunitii^ whioh iliii formerly 
belong to the Crown of Porttig;il of Fora^ and Royal Renta of what ttattire or condition so ever 
ahall be reserved os of right they belong to the Honourable Company*” Secondly, ^ that th^^re 
shall be reserved for the Honourable Company all grounds on the water side wilhin tbe compass 
of the isle to ha disposed of in necosttarj Occasions for the public^ excepting such grounds where* 
in there are at present planted garden^f of cocoiiniit trees or rlae-gronnds. as also chnrohes^ housa:^ 
or warehouses of stone. And whensoever for the public good it shall I 4 neoos^ry to make 
nse of any of the said places or properties the Governor and Gouncil shall make EULtiafaction to the 
interest in a reasoiiable manner.” A third clause—to our mind the most important of all—signi¬ 
fied hat in regard the little isle CoUo (ColilKii) reaching from the outer point we^twardly of the 
isle to the Facciiri (Pakhadi) or parish called Polo {PJluv^Apollo) will be of great use to the 
Honoumble CompanYi in the goo<l design wliioh they luive for the security and defence of tbk 
whole ishf it is horehj agreed that it shall be totally and wholly resen ed for the use of the Kiid 
Compny, they making such reasonable sat^faction to the ]JorsonB inleiested therein as herealter 
is expre.^sed.” By this agrecEDcnt, therefore, we gained tha last of the Hepfane^ia which have 
been welded iogolher to form a modem Inland of Bombay, The original idand of SJnmbadcvi 
or Bombay^ Masiagon, Sim, Parol and Vadi had l>e 0 n gaiued by treaty ; Mahim, SioUj Dharav 1 
and Vftdola had been seized by force ; and finally Cokba passed over to us^ after the eahde 
holder? therein Imd been bought ont^ and their respeetiv^^ demands fully satisfied^ 

The Second event, which indirectly affected tlio populatioi}, was the estublishmont of courts 
and justices^ in the abseuoa of which tbe ^atisfaciicn of tlie inhabitants could not be Bssuredp 
nor iliat the peaceful condition of affairs, wLieh was so essential to the growth of tho 
oonununityi bo attained. On the 2nd Fehniary 1670 the following resolution by the Governor 
ufld Council was recorded The island of Bombay to be divided into two distinct preemots, 
one oomprehending Bombay, Mazagaon and Girgaon ; Jind the other Mahim, Rirel, Siou^ 
Varli and the Fuckery:^ (Pakhadis or hamlotg} thereunto belonging. In each of these 
precincts there shall he five juatices^ who besides tlie particokrs expressed in the laws shall 
have iXFwer to reoeivcj hear and try and determine all plaints, hills, |>otitieus and actions for flums 
of money not exceeding the value of five Xemphjns (Es. 3^). To thU end those of the fimt pre¬ 
cincts shndl convene in the Custom HgtLSe of Bombay every Friday at eight o’clock in the mornings 
and those of thesecond precincts in tlie Custom House of Mahim on every WeElnesday of the jsamc 
hour,” The rosolrttion farther arranged for the appointment of** Perbes” (Prabhu clerks), and 
of a oonshihle in every parish, who for an ensign of hb officso shall carry a stiff tipped mth 
silver and the Company's arms thereupon engraved, nnJ shall attend tlioee courts as neoe^lty 
requires ” A code of laws was alio published in 1670, no tmcc of which is uow extant; it is 
noteworthy, however, that it was ordered to be tfanslsted into Portuguese and Kanarese. 
To us the projiiinaace, given to Kanarestj, appears at fimt sight otirious, but can be explained, 
perhaps, by the fact that the early papulation of these islands was to a large extent of southern 
or Dravidkn origin, that the Pami vms hardly known in Bomlsiy, and tlmt the bulk 
of our Jlanithi-speakii^ inlmhitants immigmted only after the tolerant dmraotcr of British 
rule had been more folly noised abroad* In 1675 the popularity of tlie judioial system l u v. t so 
far advanced, had, moreovei-, given rise to so great an influx of legal tonfe and othcra, who haunt 
** the dusty purlieus of law,” that it wai deemed essential to appoint u Judge for the iilaud on 
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n salary of £ l3!0 per aauum, 'witli ollo^'anoet eoiisifttliig of a horse or palaoqniD) a sombrom or 
mnsluido boy, and one new gown n year." To guide this ofHcb] at the outnot of He work the 
following instmotions were despatched fram Seurat on the 8th February 1876:—'“As we desita 
that jtistiee may be douei sC wo wonJd have yon take cars tliat venations suits and oontrivanoes 
laid by common banisten to disturb the (juiet of good jieopJo, may be dii^oouraged and prevented. 
And let the jadgo know from us that we expect he mnintain the gravity, integrity and niithority 
of his office, and that he doth not bring a disrepute ou the Court of Bombay by lightness, partiality, 
setfH9eaktng or countenonoing comniou barrister^ in wliidh sort of vermiu they say Bombay is 
very nnhappy.” Before t^nitUTig this subject, it may be reiunrketl that one of Fiealdent 
Aiingicr’s Jarge-minded proposals for improving Bombay was to build a Fair Coimnon Hongs, 
wherein might also be appointed Chambers for the Courts of Jnstioe, w arehouses and prisons. 
The remains of that Fair Common Ho use are with us to this doy, liave indeed been vLuted bj' 
tbo writer. ** JiLipta Por,'* as it i'! named, that is to say the gated enclosure of tho 3Iaplas, or 
half'Arab Mnsaltnans of the MaLibur Coast, stands about 300 yards north of the north-west comer 
of tho modem BIphinstonc Circle, on the west side of Bomh Barar Street, immediately beyond 
its meeting whh Giinbow Lane." In this building, as originally designed by Auugler, justica 
wae dispensiNl until the year 1720, Its ruined pliuths and staircuses coustitute to-day one of 
the most ancient moauineuts of Britigh dominion in thb island, 

A third event, which must have insensibly attracted members of the trading comniQuity 
to Bombay, was the establishment in 187S of a mint for the coinage of ‘‘rupees, pies 
and hnjruk 9 "j and wore es|*eUHy so, as such twin was not current ontside Britisli 
territery, and yet was fuvonrably regarded by the native community. We have this on 
the authority of Jean Baptiste Tavernier, the traveller, who in lOTS wrote that “Since 
tho present King of England married tbePrinccM of Portugal, who had in part of her portion 
the fomons port of Bonibeye, where the English are very hard at W'ork to budd a strong boirt, 
tbov coin both silver, copper and tin, Bnt that money will not go to ti!tirai, nor in any part of 
the great ftJogul'a dominions, or la any nf the territories of the Indian kings; only it pafioes 
among tho English in their Fort, and some two or three loaguos up in the country, ond in tiio 
villages along the coast; the country people that bring them their wares being glad to take tlmt 
money." 

To further encoiiRigo those, who hail it in mind to emigrate from tho mainland to Bom¬ 
bay, but who at tho same time might havo hesltatetl before flettling in a region so open to attack 
bv President Aungier took in hand the improvement of the foryficatioas, and formed a 
certain number of the inhabitauta into a militia. By 1673 we find the Fort supplied “ with 12il 
pieces of ordnance. 60 field pieces in their carriages”; and manned by 300 Englishmen, 400 
Topnsses or Portugal firemen, 500 well-amied militia under Englisb leadcis, 300 Bhandaru 
with dubs and other weapons, and boiue thousands more thatcould l)o retied on if matters canio to 
a push.’* Stark as the deil, writes Sir James Campbell, was the old Fort, what time Comiiiodore 
Bicklnffe van Gocn with the Lutoh fleet endeavoured to take the ishuid by aurprise; and to these 
artificial safeguards wae added the greater natural bulwark of human intrepidity. For “ with 
tho calmness of a phUeaopher end the courage of & centurion," Aungier so exerted bimseF tliat 
tbe Dutch fleet “ melted like a cloud in the silent summer heaven ” and was geen no more. 
We at this distance of time cannot perohnnee fully realise the estraordinary effect upon the 
growth of the island of Anagler’s personality, hut the Surot Council recognised it in a letter to 
Bantam of tho airt January 1673, stating thot “ Since the latter end of May last our Prasidout 
hath been in his government of Bombay • * • Bnt his presence by uniraotmg tho 

people being so alsoluteiy nocessnry, and the groat good ho hath done by establishing the Euglish 
laws and courts of judicature and still doth in streogthening tlie island, is of such foroo that he 
prefers his honours in maintaining the place boFore any other interest,” 

Sot the least important of the actions which stimnlatod the grewtb of our popntation 
was the building of n new town wdthin the fortification. As early as 1668, an exodus of weavers 
from Chaul had necessitated the opening of a street, “ Btretchiug from the Gostom House (iwrth- 
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ivest of present Mint) to Hie Fort"; and from that date onvarda, ooiwjthatnnding Jeamt 
reoidoitraDce, land taken np, wid d^rolUnga built, not only for the immigrant native, bnt for 
the En-lbh and aervants of the Comp^my. Warehouses, a hospital, streete ‘Wchmg from 

Judge KieeoU'd hoim to the water,” stables, a “ Dog-House,” Mint and Fortificatlo^ neoessi- 
tated the presonoe of lahooforB and hricklayers, their wive* and faniUie*, who came hither from 
Surat or from distriote nearer the isbnd, ^ Kalpn at Hs. 10 a month, Mahmud, Somji and 
Dluuijiat Rd, 9, ami Lahoriat lis. iy' joamoyed hitlwr under tho orders of tile Coaiioil, «to h^ 
gin and finish the Iiouses formerly ordered to bo built betwixt the Custom House ami the Fort ” 
In the minor iniuter of supplies tor tlie Town and Island, the Comi«my in no wise permitted 
its wishes to he jaopardUcii. Tho immigrants and settlers must find a sternly food-supply 
within the island; ior otberwisa one oanuot hope to rotain them na our subjects. Such must 
have been the thoughts of tite Council, when they bade Bomlwy take heart and, in defiance of 
the (iinlicious pructicws of the Fortnguoae, " send vessels down to Mnuglor and Buisalor 
(Bareelor) to bde rice thorn for the supply of the Island." “The Hevenge, the Good 
Hope, tho Phoenis, the Moody's Ketch and the Hoigh Do*patoh " were all commissioned in 
1677 to bring rice out of Kanara, in order “that we might not bo beholden to our unkind 
PoTtcgu^sA neighbouni,^ 

liowoi^fjr ooiiduflivo inititotion imdjnfftir^f the &ett]eraent of inlprnal 

ilLdpntes ftrtd the proteotioa of a stTuog garrison may laave be^u to the coloqiiation of these 
tlie very considenible imniigratiori which hcid idien by the dato of Atiagier a 

fleath must he a-scribeil mainly to the disliact proposalsi which ho fqrmylatod for tho encourage- 
inent of settlors ** Liberty was to bo granted as a particular privilege to those that 
inhabh oil the Inland of Bomlwiy to trade not only to all thi'se part^ of India, Lot also to 
the |torls and islands of tho South Seas, Bantam not oKcepted ” Companies or fellowships 
^Svero to lie orected for the better and more able carrying on of any trade " and oentaio privileges 
and iimtiuti tries wore “ to fje gninted to the said societies for thoir greater encoiirageineoL 
Tim oiample of ttu^ Dokes of Floronco and their enriehinent of the Port of Leghornc 
iiddiiced as a strong rmSDii for organising a system of loans to lioncst raorohants; one or two 
years^ whole fwtv wij^ to be granted to all ortlfioers or handicTaftsmeT), who woidd consont to 
come and live on the Isbiid with thoir fatn’dies j whilo in order to preserve the Govern inent 
in a consiiiot regular method free from that confusioPi which a body composed of so miuiy tmtions 
■wii! be subject to, it w^oro reijuislte that the several nnrions at present itihabitirii: of horcaifter to in^ 
habit on the Island of Bombay bo red need or madcllcd into so many orders or tribe and that each 
nation may have a Chief or Consul of the same nation appointed over them by the Governor and 
Council, whoso duty and office minsr lie to represent the grievanfies which mernbers of the said 
nation sholl ruCBive from the Cliriatianfl or any other^ ae al« to answer for what faults any of the 
,^aid nation shall commit, that the offender bo brought to punishment, and that wh&t dnilea or 
fines are due to the Company may be timely patUd&dp” Any of these Consul“ w'ho merit well 
from the Honoumhle Company by good service, adranciiig of trade, inliabitants or shipping ” 
wcTe to lie re™rded ^ by some particular honours and specimens of the Honourable Cotnpany^s 
favour towards them/' Arrangement was also made for the ooustantaud fieonrosupplj ol provi¬ 
sions^ for atTJot supervbiflu of tlio shops “ of the Jloodys or victunlletrs,^* and for a ^’^m of set 
prices on nil prisvigione, “regulated in weight and measure accortliTig to justice and the public 
good and enconmgetnent of the inliabltanis/^ The utmost latitude of trade wna to be permitted 
to weavers of cotton and ailk^ w ith a view' to enoouraging maoufactures; no discouraging ta^es 
should he imposed : freedom was to be granted to all religiona ; every effort in a word^ was to be 
expended in preventing that stuguation of trade and depopulation, which bad erstwhiles resulted 
from tho religions fauatioism of their Portuguogo rh^ats^ Not only on the comfort of the native 
conitnunity was the heart of &orald Anngier set j (Jio well being of his own csountrymen engaged 
his attention. He marked the disastroos consequences^ which Imd reanlted from tho intennar- 
riago of the Fortuguese with low-caste women of the native community, and made a 
special request to the Company to sand out English women to the island. It w^iis no fault 
of the President that the EqgHshwomen did not invariably prove desirable members of 
the cennmimiiyj that the Surat C<>unoiJ wrote as follows in December 1675:—^** And 
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t» -r notion, 

religion nnd goiromraont, we ^cjn.re joti in the HouonmWo Conipnnv's naino to fpve tlieoi nU 
fftir wnmmg that hejr do a(.piy theciBolves to a oiom sol«r nnd OjristiMi coiivcraat ion otlior- 
tte ^ntenco m th» tl^t the, ehalJ I. confined totnllv of ti.eir liberty to go aWd and fed 
with bread and water ii 1 the, are embarked on bonrdai.ip for England." The sv^em of im¬ 
porting n^v Enghabwomen mn^ tx. regards i„ truth as apniiaeworth, and' philanthropic 
ondearour toeaw tngJwhmen from ihe charge of trifling with thsh nationality and mishig „n a 
tivtind and [iDs^hly weakly people. ‘ * 


Now the wisdom of the Gonipattv and t]» uianifiLst desiro of tho English ia Bonibav to 
make the meet of thdr posseeaJons bore fpnit in doo season. In 11571 the Mabafan of the Sumt 

Eaniaoornmuiiity informed iho President that some of their members wore an«o..a to settle m 
Bombay, provided they were assured of certain prMega. The answer ot the President wag 

»iwh aa miglit have been ex[>eeted fpota erne whose w^tcihwonl was Tolenitioii an?l Progros^/^ 
Jlany of thtea energetic merclumhi must have joarneved hither during the rule of Anncier ami 
assisted in laying the foundatiom of treble. Of one in partloubr-ijimti Pamkh-who vovaged 
from the Hty of Din in 1677, doonmentair evidence still eiisfe, showing how "that eoiinent mer¬ 
chant line expressed his desire to settle with his famiiv and trarie on the island of Bomhiy frmn 
the fame whiob he has beard of the Honourabk Oompaa/s .large commerev upright dtftili.>g, 

j^ice and moderation to all persona that live under the shallow of tlielr Covenimont." For¬ 
tified hy the written assiimtice that tho, should “ onjoy Iho free oxeroiao of their religion/’ 
should be seonrefrom all molestation, and F>houM not under any circumstances ho oompelhHl to 
embmeo Chriatianlty, Ninm Pamhh and his kinsmen sailwl from their old home, forming In 
sooth the TOUgnanl of that huge company of traders, which liis invaded this idauti in the cmirw 
of the last two centnries. In the wake of the Vani came the Armenian, of whom we lind ihe 
Sumt f'enncil writing na follows in the year J676 These are at the ontraaty of Khoja Kara- 
kiiz and other Armenians coiioernwl in the ship S. Francisco that is lately put into Dotnhay. 
As they Iiave been very importiinote with tis to write in Ihoir aflhir, wo do desire you to conn- 
tenatioo and assist thorn as merchanti with boats and other necessaries, oe also with eonvenioiit 
warehouses to proteet tliem from the raius." Kliojn ilinaz and Khoja Dciamie tvore the mmi« 
of two otliora, who came here about the same date, ami swelled tho numbers of that commiiuit,-, 
which rapidly formed a soitlenient within the fort enclosure, and Idt the legacy of its name lo 
tho ArmoEibn Lane, wbiah is with iis to tiiis * 


And wJiat tn:iy we say of die PuTSis ? Ii it possible tltai thoy tmriei;) cjuietly on the iiinm- 
lomL whiJ^ Anuenian nnd Vaai icitight a new njart for their \rarea ? Tho chnneter of th<- ratio 
forbids snub n iuggestion ; md onr ti^Uef in their prenenoo h confinned hy Fryer g r^niEirk Xlmt 
*" on the other side of tlio grmt inJet to the sei U a greni point, abutting agnin^t OJJ IVoinnn'^ 
Islanil and h vtilloJ Makbiir Hill; rooky, wood^, inanniain » yet sends forth lonn ; iitop 
of all k a Parsi Toiiib ktely ™reid/^ That the P^rm wore resident la our khnd by 1^7^^ is 
nnqaestioiiFvble ; for not oaiy had they buift a Dakhma or Towef-of->^=ikii{:Op but Jledi 
Hirji VnuhJl had foundeii. an Agiari in the Fort about tbe which was 

STibsoqnontly destroyed by the gteai Uro of 1803. One Kharaoilji PochnjI, ak>, a 
resident of Broacbp dtscemed pofi2^Jbil!tie4i of proHt in tho emiotioit of the fortifications. 
^Ve read of him as contraoCor in lG3d foriltesupplj'- of oammoTi khoarer^ and EneskoLs, 
wqHired for the building of tho town wail. Kliar.^edji prospered^ we Jottbt it not; lor 
lie w^as born of a race that In-s over pms|iered by intoliigoncep indiistry nrji;I philnnthroiky. 
The presence of one other coinmnnhy we note in these years. In ii letter to Ihe Direofors, 
datetl ilanuary 24tb, 1077^ the Depot)" Governor aniJ C^ouncit of Bomliay write tliat ** Jfnnj 
iaiuiltes qf BrahiTiaiM, doily leaving the Portugoesi! territory;, repair bitbor frigldeaed hy tbu 
Padrwy who upon the death of any person force all hia children to be ChrisLinns^ Even some ol' 
the ahiofesti wlio still live at Biissein, and others build them he usee heros llierein placing tlieir 
w ivM and ohildren agahiet a time of Janger^'* Our island had bccoine a jikoe of rwlnge, a Town 

* Th.€ PHioa far Ihd gm^leiil 4 lfapn«rdiLQe ^ tlMi AfmjUl^ni fr^ai dhj ffiluid lurf Aqi^ mfkfartonly [^^tannm^l. 
M.T. S, H. AJtkoa tbftt hi ihi itneiglt for Iha Am^niui bj (LE|ititiid 3 ee itiit ronld a&t to niupfti' 

with IVla an.l and tbarafcjl^ dnaoipL^ to C43nilla7 wh^r^ Eh« PsnJ Jj prj^titaUjf m itj% 

H 



ot Zoar totiia Forti»giic5« villus oi <iifl plain! Andtbo conrse followed by tbeso Bnndnm Brthmin* 
w!is bnt typical of a getioral movement, Tesnltlng from the itiaolenw of the Mahomnioiinn or the 
bi-'otry of the Porlnguese. The poptjklbn nmnlbers 60,000," l^'rote Fiyer. ** a miitnro ol 
of the ueighboariog countriesi moat oF them fagitiTes and vagabonds,’" Like the Unmortal city 
of the Seven Hillti, oar uity owes her fouodalion. in some measare, to vegahond ad venture but 

aimnltaneon-^lv with their arrival, the™ imaugrated men of good standing, men of sound com^ 
meroial knowledge, who might assist the tiny port in tiiToing the presence of the outcast and 
r^fngew to good inK;ouiita 

Saoh was the popaJation of Bomhay in the ytor of our Iiord, 1«77; ihestnmg^ mlfarifr 
flfitr/urtt, brought hither by desire partly of gain, partly of escape from tyranny, with a con- 
aiderable substratum of idmoat prehiitoric settlers ; scattered all over the Heptanesin, from 
«tlio little loiv barren islauil, of no ether profit but to keep the Company’s nntelopo and 
Inputs of delight,” as far as fiit-n '’manured by Coonbaes” end Mahim, with its “ pretty 
oustora-lionse and guanl-beusa" and the veuemblo tomb a Mnaulmau Pir: the chief 
Bottlement a mile-long town, ■' at a distance enough from the Fort/’ with law olea-thaiohed 
houses and a reasonable lumdsome biMuir " at one end, looking into the field, where cows 
ami buflhloes grur^,” In charge of this maUey of races were a few Biiglishmeu, possessed < J 
■'onlya Irorymg place, called Mcndlrnm’s Point (Cooperage) from the first man’s name therein 
intcrr&l, where are some few tombs that make a pretty show m entering the haven." Tlia perioil 
vrliich ends in 1G77 is chareeterised, os we have endeavoured to show, by the complete siiceesa of 

lhatpolioy of expansion, which corpmended itself alike to JlmuphToy L'ooLe, the servant of the 

Crown, and to tJeriild Aungiev, <He servant of the Company, The most fitting eplloguo to the tale 
of these twelve or fifieeti years will be found in the writings of a French phj'sicmn, M. Itellon, 
who i-i^lted ihe island in 1673 ‘'The English imve sinoo tliat time built there a very fine Fort, 
whore the President of the East India Coinpany commonly keep resideuos. They have also 
bid the foundation of a city, where they grant liberty to all straugera of whet religion or nation 
soever to settle themselves, and exempt them from all maimer of taxes for Uie Erst twenty years. 
We were treated liere with abnndaiio* of civility, which wo in [tort attributed to tlie good under- 
staiidiug there wiis at tho time botivist those two nations ” Even *o ! The alien races, dwelling 
in OUT islands, wore in the enjoyment of political liberty and equality beloro the law. about u 
century ere France introdncoil them to her own peasantry noros? the doloroti! abyis of the Terror I 
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Period Seoosjd.™1675 to 1718. 

Onr socoud ] period from tli# year 1675^ or for the Kike of oenTenienoe^ from tke 

dute of Krtbideiil: Aiiagiers doatli^ gp to the year 1718, when the pei^iilation of Bombay^ 
rtcoardiDg 1o the statement of tho Reii'eread Riehard Gohbe, wuus 18*000. From COiflOO to 
lOiOOU iritliin the apnce of fortj^-on^ years ! CJan the estimate be aqourntn? With the gulf of two 
dead centuriei? between him aad odrselvesj itfe imposalbte to decule. Bat this mnch one can 
with itsscnuiCB say :—that llie chief eveoti of those yoara i^nElerml a decline of population in 
no iiopuasibie : tmy more, the decrease wad the very nataml legacy of n i^riotl fraught 
with both domestic add extemal dangers. A t the ootsot we diecom the prosence of trouble* a 
note of m□liming for the Llojmitnru of a chivolmas and intrepid statesman^ For on the 3(Hli 
Jane 1677 A angler, out ninster^pilat* sol forth upon his last voyage tD the Onknown : and 
’ Posterity, musing Tegrotfnlly upon his departure* is fuin lo re<echo the wonli of tboso whom he ‘ 
loft behind:—Wo uanuot rightly express ttio reality of otir grief at the [lertiml of the 
deplomhle news of the dflnl}i of our late noble Presidont, MnlHplioity of woriU may multiply 
the sense of our loss, bnt cannot depaint its greatnesa and the knowletlge welittvo of the true 
wnrth ami integrity of hb stiocessom. It Bhall bo our continual prayer for a blessing on yoor 
great affairs —(I jet ter from the Bombay Council, dated July llth^ 1677.) One relio of hia 
rule is with us yet—a silver cbalice, whioh he pTo^euterl to tho Chrisliaa oonimunity of 
Btimliay in 1675. 

The doatli, of Aungier yrn^ the prelude to a pariud of gloom and d^pre^^ion. *' The last 
quarter of the aflveatoenth century wa"? not only devoid of any grout achievetnent or of any 
nppreeiablo progress In inannErs and morals, but was on the contrary a witness to sedition, and 
Htrlfe* iinmonUity, unhealthinesa^ and muirchy at home, and invasion* pinioy and arrogance 
abroad.” Severe as this veniict of Dr. da (.uolui may appeiir* it will be found on cluser nxaiuina^ 
tion justihahle. Lot us glnnee first at the aUte of the public hoaUh doriug tiuwo year*^ tlian 
w Inch we reckon no more {Kitent factor in the rise or fhll of population. As early a^ Hovcinlier 
1675^ the climatic conditions of the island were so deadly that a huudTOd English iiuldlers 
j^tCTU^bod ; white in 1689» when tho Rev. John Oviugt4iii arrived here* “one of the pleasautest 
spots in India M^emcd no more than n parlih graveyard/* Of fche twenty-fotir fKissengor^ who 
sailed hither with him, twenty died before the min^ coaiicd* and of the shipV compny fifteen. 
Overcome with horror of the island^ the (Jbaplaia w^roto : the aneieiits gave tho epithet of 

fortnnrite to some islands in the West, because of their delightful ness and haaUli, so the modenia 
maVT in opposition to them, denominate Bombay the unfortunate one in the Eajd;* boonujae of tho 
antipathy it bears to those two tpialitie^/* “ A ilha da bon vida,” (the island of the good life) 
was nought but o cbarnel-iionse^ wheroiii two Mxwsoons were ihe ago of a man.” Upon 
jouDg European children the efFecIs of tho climate were appalling * not one in twenty reached 
mcitarity, or indoo^l passed Iwyond the stage of infancy. '' Rnclid weeping for l»r 

children w^ould not lie comfoitodj because they were uot.” Of what use " criKt 

AiiEiorsoii it fcc soreI iraaty faclors and hardy soldiers thither ? They breathed the 

poisonous air but a faw^ short months^ after which their senrices and lives were lost to 
iheir employers for ever.” Even Child* when appointed Accountanit of Bombay ami 

Second ill Council hv the President and Conncil of Surat* pleoUetl his appreh 0 n^ions 

of dbeaso and iiositively refused te accept the office. Fluxes, dropsy, scurfy* bar biers of Io(sg 
of tho 050 of hands and feet, gout* stone* malignant nnd putrid fevers,” such* according to Fryer, 
were the disorders to which the unfortunate inhabitants of the island ^ucuumbed j and more 
prevalent and temblo ihan nil was ti disease fcnoivn an ^^the Chinese death ^ (m^H tk CTiiiw), 
n coiTupliou of tho Portuguesfl Jlorfbheea,” which b dorivod in reality from the Marathi 
or JtMt, ill allusion to the intestinal agony wblch oharaolerisefl its attache. The sympathy 
evoked in our minds by thb terrible record ofdiflesise and death is ptKSuJiurJy iiiteq^ificd, on 
looming of the great plague w hieh waited Western ludb botwonn 1686 and 1696- ^ We have" 
tthundnnee of men sick and many of them die,'^ wrote the Bombay Council j “ wo are finishing 
tho aocjoupt of Flu Majesty^s ship “Phoatiix,” but by reason of bouio of her men lying sick ia tha 
hot^plhvl, and wn kuqw not how GimI wd!l deal witli tbein* cannot close the acCDUnt to Bead qp^ 


which, 1V3 MOims we mn, ahiJl ba done.” The absence of raedioa! aid, the absolute want of 
^1 Europe mod id nos, that should have been yearly sent out fresh " aided the progr^a of Death, 
who laid his finger upon nutive and Bnropean alik^* 

arrkg t^HT 

^aX:il. KkiJ l\ viavtfi JUUntra 1 

Disease and Crimo, IramonJity and Death reigned siipreine. No oommunity was 
eparod. ‘‘Fomsmtidi as by the death of Dr. Skinuer ” oberved the Ooundl at Surat, “the 
Island of Bombay is destitute of a physidan and the lalaud very sickly, and a great many poor 
people and soldiers laying in danger of pariahing for want of the help and advice of a dootor, 
we reaolvod to entertain J!r. Bnrtlott in the a-iid st-dion, n]lowing him £4 a month to be 
paid in Xemphlns, at aOdf. to the Xompliin, according to the onstoin of the island, 
together with the same oDownnee for his diet as Doctor Skinner was allowed, and the usca] 
nssistanee belonging to the hospstoh We left it to his own choice whether hie time should 
oommeneo here or at hU arTival at Bombay with this proviso, that if it oommenoes here, then 
he is to bear his own cWges down. If not, till he is arrived upon the island, then his charges 
should be borne by the llompany. And the island being in great necessity wo gave him orders, 
to prspjire himself to go ovorlanfl with nil sfpoed. Tliore being a great mortality upon the island 
amongst the English aa wt.-ll as the natives, we were willing to enoodrago all poojde thatofrered 
their senice to ns, and entertained Henry CritohJow as Boatswain of the Bandar at Bombay at 
the Usnal jMiy that others have Lad before.” Tliink. for n moment of oiir doctors, onr hoflpifals^ 
Our plague departiuents to-day, anil of onr attor inability to prevent the people flying from the 
island ; and then think of onr brothron in those days, grappling like ourselves with postilonoe and 
fever, hat with only one medical man on £.4 a month between thoai and death ! Is it surprising 
that the jmpulation decreased ? Of a surety, not so. As Hate ns 1706, matters wero unchanged. 
** Wo are only eight covenant ieiwanU in eluding the Council nnil but two that write, hestdoB two 
raw yonths taken ashore out of ships, and most of ns ofton siek in tbli unhealthfal, dopopu- 
lated and ruined Island.” So writes Sir Nicholas Waite in the January of 170(5; and later sends 
lip that bitter cry: ** We are six iuoluding your Coiiucil and some of us often siok. It ia 
merally imposslblo without an overruling Providoncfo tn oontinun longer frotn going under 
ground if we have not a largo .assistance.” Alas I tliat assistance could not bo obtained. Once 
more, in January HOT, the ap|venl goes forth: “My continueil indispoftition and want of 
asaUtanco in this un very healthful island has bean laid before the managers and your Court. Yet 
1 esteem myself bound in gmtitudo and I will briefly inform wliat niatarlnl occurs till 1 kovo 
this place or the world.” 

But whence aroiie this terrible mortality ? How came it that Hoitor da Silvcira's 
Ishind of the Good Life ” was nought but a oboroel-houso ? The chief reason was probably (ho 
gnuluni silting up of the crocks, which diviJeil the island of ButnlMiy from its dependencies, Old 
Woman’s Island, Var]i, ^Iihim, Maragou and Parol, At higli-tide tlio oeean rmrod through tlje 
bfeachos, overflowed the lands, and laid a pestilenrial deposit which at low-tida oshalftl mephitic 
and demlly vapours. That fheio low swamps wore productive of malaria certainly suggested 
itself to tho Court oi Diroctois ; for between 1084 and ITIO they consttudy urged upon their 
'Council at Surat the preaaing need for stopping the breaches and for iMelamation, “ Kedeein 
thosa drowned lands of Bombay," they wrote lu 1684. '* for which we shall now propose you a 
method which, we think, cannot fail. Tliat is, you may agree to give the underhilion every 
Saturda'V night a day and a halfa pay for every day's work for every rnan they sh.dl 
employ 'u that sendee, part nionBy and part rice ; the rice at a price by which 
we jnav be a little gainers.” Three months hiiei- they resume, “Proaeoute whli eftect 
the draining of our overHoodod ground at Donibay, as we wrote you last year”; while 
in 1703, 1708 .and again in 1710, we find the Court direisting tbo Bnmbay rJovernmont to 
*' Btop the breaches on any tolcmhle terms,” to enoDuruge mou to undertake the task by granting 
them leases of land so reclaimed, and to send to Karwar, if necessary, for ** ]>BepIo well 
skilled IP stopping lifePobHaa*' A seconfl of ibe gongml is coming is tgJ upon 

in a of tho 2(kh April 1708 from tho Cotni to Bomhaj Govomnient i ^ Tho hucksbaw- 
Ihg Of dunging tbe todJy kees with feb, oociisioiia io p great tbg iinwholc^motio^i^ 
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of the Bombay air. Of ihk tbe veaomouia add putrid bucblmw fly whioli j^wann in such 
ubanrkncse to bo vf^ry naaseous to the iniiabitaats ii a plain proof. If the trooi wore not buck* 
fibawd, tho loss of their frEiitfnInega would be repaid by the ^aom] of readering the place 

healthy, Or if the buckabarr Jaul at a auffioiani de|>tb under die earth to prevent its cor- 
raptioii and inrecting^ the air and breeding diat fly^ the air would not suffer. Another cauge 
of the unhealtby air 13 rbe tbickoe^fl of the toddy trees at Mahliii and Worli woudfl, which 
hinders the land breeze that sets in every nii>rnijig from oteuniung the air and cooling tho ground. 
If thoje woods were thinned^ the Temaiiiiug trees wonld boar tlie bettor. For the Siiko of tbeir 
health the [Noople are oonteiitotl their rents be diin ini shed by outthig some trees down and 
probibiting the backshflwmg the rest. By tbis moons iho hofllth of the inhabitants will bo pro¬ 
moted." So far as tlia Etiropeon oommnnity was conoerqDd, tbo virulence of Uio dbe&^ee^ arising 
from the above-inentlutied smireesj was intensified by the cureless Iifo wbiqb lis mejnbora lod. 
Anderson^s reference to their iininorolity and dLfisolutetiet^ is aorroborated by the shitementi of 
nnoye-witoegs, .^fr. Ovington tbe Cliaplain^ who wrote as follows :—I eannot without horror 
mentiou to w^hat a pitch all vioious enomiities were grown in this pboe. Their princrpl^^ of 
aetion^ and the coniseqnant ovil practices of the Engltgli^ forwarded their tuiseriea, ami oontribut- 
ed to fill tlio air with those pestilential vapours tliat rei?,od their vitals and speeded their busty 
possLvgo to the other worlJ, Lniiu-yi immodesty^ and a prestitnie dtssolntion of manners found 
still new iiiikiter to workupn.^^ These elosing years of the sevnqteeuUi aod opening years of tlie 
oightoeuth cenltiry form indeed a sad chapter in the bistorv' of the island. Not on the European 
oul^'^butiin tbc> native populatiou also fell the dread liaud of fever and plague j and to inurectae 
their bnrden, an angry Deity sent forth u hurricane, which deetroyed the growing cfi>p and wrecked 
a krge noniber of their boatis. There was none that might stand, iis Moses did of old, lielwwn 
them and cukmitj ; and thopflfore lliey died or fled from tho nuboaltbfitl and riunod ” island* 

Other events whioh barred the progress of affairs in these yeai^, and which, IF not 
directly occasioning a decrease of popnlation^ al my rata, militated agabit ik augmcntatiou, 
wore tho Ifitcrnnl fends and dome^ic troubles of the Company* There wore firstly the khtor- 
lopers/' mentioned lU a lettor from the Court iu 158^^ whose atm it was to divert tlie trade of 
the Company into their own haudf. We a&nd you oncEosied nn authentic copy of u new 
Charter granted ns by HU Majesty under the great sod of England, for tba suppressing all 
Interloping and interloponST of which wo shall w^rite you more largely by our ghipa.^ So wrote 
the Directors ; and in tlio following year appealed against the action of the Ostenderd to tW 
Kiugp who ordered a man-of-war to intercept their vegeeU* That the machinations of these 
mercbnut-rivals considerably bumpered the actions of tho Company is evident from a atutoment 
of the Court lu Ills'! that ** Though we have been in n hnny of trouble and eonftisioo and forced 
to please everybody during the compeittiOD of the Inter]opens and iho rebellion of Bouilieyj yet 
wo hope the arrivtd of this and our following sbipii w ill put oar GeuoriJ nnd Coancll into such 
spirit and our affairs into snob a flourishing ootiditiou that good dlimiplLoe mav be restored again 
as well in our factories os in our garmeinsk^ while on tho 27th October 1693 we road that 
“after a muMtude of oanfliots with tbo iutorloper^ and their adherents nud oil others that have 
envied or omulntad tho Cooipiiriy'g former prosperin', wo have ebtained of their present Majesties 
King Wdltam and Queen Mary a charter of confirmattou of our pre^seut and all our former 
charters, and me tn posae^iDn of it, under the great seal of England, bearing date the Ttb inatant 
Of this charter wa shall send yon copies hj our shipping, and think it fit that before that comas 
to jour liandsH upon receipt of this latter, you sbculd make such solemn public iudmatioa of it 
to tho natives os is nsiial upon such occasicjia.'* 

The troubles caused by the prevalance of disease and tmdo-rivalry were haightoued by 
internal dissenston* In 1633 Captain Eiohan] Keigwin, who eonuimrided the garrison and 
was Third Member of Council, made the reduoticn csf miliiary oaloriee and the lowering 
of the rank of military officers a pretext for raising the standard of rebeUtop; the Depu^ 
Governor wa^ sotzed, the authority of the Company vf»s apuidJed by proelmnation, and the 
island dealared to be under tho King's preteotioD* Oormou, milidat aud inhabitimie all 
renounced their obedience to the Company; and oouTeisIoq was rife till Ihe Novom* 
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bar on. which rlatfl Sir Thomaa Gmatham prov^ileJ upon tc formally 

finirender tha Uland. Duals batweon " Mr* Enoch Walsh and Mr* Ralph Hurfilevt the 
latter vroonded in thrw placec^ ” ombexjslt^ment of roi'enue by Jlr. Thomas 

Woodford 3 one of yottr HonoiirV iactorSi ^ the traiibleaonie bohavnonr of Hnlh a rtjstlese, 
factious and turhnlotit-ipirited iium,” robbericfi ** of saveml Mooraien^s houeof, Lieut, Sbftw'a 
report that a PioclaffLittioii had been tom dovni by some peraoo unknown, ” and the regret of 
the Governor that ** there ihoulil be any person on thi^ iMbtiJ so JbrespeotfnI to Government 
na to tear a Pfodamatioa aU the^ ovenbi testify to iho disorder and di4tiirb:incei wlaioh for 
some time marmd. the piciioafiil esEstenoie of Bombay Inhahitanta. Desertion was not infreqnerit; 
for Lieut- James Hanuier wa^ informed in August lt!94 that “ there being rujiaw^y from ikh 
island in the Ruby frigate boat mndry petsouft belonging to the shipping in the tmA, those are 
to cnonJer you to make strict enquiry after them, and if on this hlmA surprise them ; " while in 
1701 "^he nakhudiis of the Moors' ahipa haviog paid off their lascars and befog dubious whether 
or no Some of them may not endeavour tn ran away^ ** Lieat- Williaui ^>haw was orderetl to 
permit no iascars to go off the land ut Mahiin, btit to send such os shall ondeavimr it dew'n hither 
(to Bombay)* ^ 

Another obstruetion to that old policy of expanf^ion^ which Imd ruiaed our pepo- 
latlon to 60,000 in the year 1675, ’wni the rivalry between the old or London Company 
and the new or English Company, In Surat in 1700, the affairs of the former w^ere suffering 
seriously from the attacks and nu^presentatian^ of Sir Kiohcloa W afte^ the C^hairman of the 
New Company, of whom ^ir John Gayer wrote fw follows to the Dimeters ;—** Chptain Hudson 
will infonn ycuf Hoimura how that Sir Nicholas Waite r^id ho would spend ^0^000^ hut 
that ho would have your Sag at Surat struct^ Captain Hudson wQl also Inform you of other of 
Sir Nicliohu' follies which render him little in the eyes cf Europeans, if not of others. By what 
we hear, Lac^^ is the person that spurs him on to such rashnesa to the detrirneut of the interest 
of the nation, not oousidering what the Uauo may be, so that he may but gratify his malice to yonr 
Honours.'' In Jap nary of 1701 ilUfeding and scandal were heigh teneiJ by the seizure of Sir 
John Gnjflf and his grenadiers, and their condncment at Surat* Though ostensibly the work of 
** thy barbarous and treacherous Moor^^' Sir Nicheba Waite njipeiirs to have bL-ep lIiu im^iigntcr 
of an outeqjrifiep which caused the greatest amusement to the newamongeriiig natives for on 
the 2Sth February 1701 we find the Boinbaj Council expressing their gratiheation at Sir John^a 
release in the following terms :—We heartily rejoice for the good news, and we rvpder till <lue 
pmise und thanks to Almighty God for your release from so close a confinement^ ai^d that it hath 
plcftscd him tf) make our iauoceooe appo^traud the wicked doi^igns of our malicious mlversaries 
in their true coloitrs before-the fuca of the heathens. Now Sir Nicholas miij have time to look 
into his actions^ strictly examioing hirpsolf, and at last say: * O w'hat Imve 1 done !' Slay iho 
shame add infamy to wliieh he most malidocisly exposed hL* felbw-subjects togethar with all 
other his undigested jiolitic* fell heavy on hia hetiJ^ being bat the just reward for such evil 
ministera* We hcj >0 with yonr ExcaElcncy that the general eertiHoate sent to Court attested by 
ail the funhieiit inemh^nts may ixicet with the de^lrenl effect to the confosloa of onr 
enemies^ It might have been supposed that the iinbu of the two Ccm|}aiiies ia 1702 would 
edect the uiueh-nceiied settlement of thi^ mternecliie sirugglo, and render the opening perhpJ of 
the eighteonih century more prosperous ihan the innnediaiely preoedlng years. But to such a 
pitch had the rivalry of the two compaine^ attained, so opposed w ere the interests of their res¬ 
pective anrvnnts^ tliat distrust and antagonlimi still flourished, oeonsional ekimu^^hes at the out- 
pods took place, and i^nly the ooldeiit and lU'jat formal civilities werp changed by the two 
chiefs and their respective Council ss, Srntuiil const mint, incessant i|uarrellmg rondered the 
nninn of 1702 a mere formnlby ; and the rer^oliition “ to oblitorato till pftat htats ” was earrled 
to no pmetical I&iuo nbtll theyoar 170t5, when the Ear! of Godolpliln, after patient enquiry into 
all mattert* of dispute, piihllslicd his famous aw jml of the 20th fSuptember. From that date the 
two companies became in fact W(sll as m style tho United Cosnpany of MprclinnT< of En^knil 
tmrlmg to the East IridiiM " But snne few ycrirs xyero.yot to |JAsa, ere the diwgaiiM 
TTOuU[ng from tlicso into^na f^uds could he rectified, and domestic pence, which oxerdscjaV 
marked sti effect iipi^a trade autf jiopiili,lion^ be attained^ 
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AJdeil to ongandemil by wida-^|]read itl-nimUb und private' qoarfdls, w^ro 

external trotilId$ of no moan ntagnitiidd. Evot iance? tho year 1672 thu political horizon had 
bfroii overshadowed hy tlia pnesenoo of a daring band of oorsaii^^—tbo Sid is, nnoe&itora of that 
enlightened prince^ tho pmseiiit Hab^hl of JanjinL. SambWlp Lheir chieftain^ who held the 
Ap|>oiiitn]eiit of ndmini] to the Groat MognJ^ and was eisgugod in dontiniia] warfure wiih the 
Alomthae^ had honied several Iioui^s in Ma^agon in ] 672 ^ and^ ratiimitkg to Bomkty in the 
year following, had soared away the mhahitants of Sion and taken fKossesiion of their honseiv 
The ovib attending the preaetioe of tho^ sea-rovers in Bomlmj if* fsiHj forth in a loiter 

from the Bombay Council to Snmt^ date<l Oetober Btli, 1677^ *' It is naw^ several yeupi*they 
wTOto* that the SidTs flooisi have used thJa port ns a place of refreshment and rotreai on all 
oooasionsj with how much tronhie to the Govern merit niiil di'iiSfltisfaotioii to the inhahitantjs^ 
year worships have been button woll aci^nainted^ A few months past Sidi Bambhal raioeived 
orders to surrender tlio fleet to Sidi Kasim. For tevemi mouths he made demure beoaiise 
his wife and obildren and bis family ware detainer3 in Danda Itajptiri- Tlie^ ho received foor 
days ago, and premisod to deliver up the fleefe esoopting one of the great ships whioh ho 
intendocl lo keep in curry himself and his sold lore to Surat. Sidi Kasim i^emg itupatieniof 
having part of hi^ fleet detainei! rroiu him and instigated by that unadvised Subhaii Kuli who 
<iame from Sumt «boiit three months pASt with 150 men to assist him, ene we were aware of it, 
did on Sunday Iasi jnarch up with all his force tn Mazagon w^here Sidi Snmbhat resided^ 
We immcduitety sent Captain Keigwin with a gnurrl of horso to keep the peace^ Ere 
he could nirivo llioy had begun the akirmishp and eo olistinata were liioy., espeohilly 
Sidi Kasim, that they were parted with much difiieult}\ having shot four of the Com- 
pany fl horses, whereof one is dea<l^ and another in great danger^ though it pleased nono of 
the trodjieirs were linrL • ■ • \Ve suppose it wouhl ht of gresit coiisaquonce that 

your worehips made timely complaint of ^hese outrage?^ not only to the Governor of Sumt, 
blit even, to the King himself, and demanded large satisfaction for the death of our horses and 
the distiirijiinoo of the peace of the inhahifanfs and hindrance of our tmde, rnerohauta being 
frighted from coming hither by ancli hostile acL^ In 1678 Sidi Kasim appoaroil again, banlod 
his Tussets ashore at Mazagoup quartered his men in the town and daily committed such acta 
of violence ui>on the HieilIei iiihohlEanta^ that the latter iti miLTiy ofLses escaped from the islandi 
During ihe next fonr jeariJ there are constant references to tliia most troublesome oppanont; 
temporary EigTiseincntfl were made with hitii, ufid^ being shortly afterwards broken, only aorveii 
tis an incitement to rurthor enormities; unarmed soldiers of tho JBouiljay garrUoa were cut 
down by his Pa than s in the Mazagon market | the native population whs most cruelly harried j 
until by the early nionih:^ of IflbP we find the Sidi fleet and artny in nndii^tnTbpd possession of 
Mahliu, Mazagpn and Sion j and the En;^l[sh Governcr and garruton practically besieged in the 
town and caslle. So w o^^k were the defences of the irnland, mid so ptoworless was the garrison 
that, in Mr. Harris* opinicTu if it had not been for the jealousy of S^lukhtyar Klian, the Mogul 
Genoral, the Sfdi might have couquered tho whole island. Relief came in June 1630, after 
the proiiiulgution by Aiirangwh of that humiliating * tirman ", whereby tha English wore permitted 
to trade, on pr^^inising to a tiwivy fine anJ to dismiss CliUdf " tlio origin of all eviK ^ Tlie 
order expressly stipulaled that the Sidi should uvacnoiti^ Bombay ; which he eventtiEilly did on 
tlio yth June in that ycEkr^ But, as Hamilton |K>intB out in his Accoimt ol the Eaat Indies/' 

he loft to the inhabitants a bitter memento of hia presence s MHrjigoii Fort was a heap of burning 
ruins; mtiiiv a home w^as empty ; nuil tEe plagno, as if lutensifieri by his itiaUcei grew more vini- 
lenti and in four months^ time slew more men than even he and hig juteiiiproratefoUower-s had dune. 

To the violeiico of the semi-liarhurons African'* was addeil the Iiarely^cornjoaled hostility 
of the PortugntjSflHi Portugueae rule was moribund; iheir ptxivince of Baftsem wjis rapidly d^\v- 
ing; hut the old Imii^d ol the Bngliish was slilt alivo^and dlsdosAi] ^t^«lf in various acts of onihity. 

« have before took ocoa.^ioii|^' wrote tha Qombay Governor in 1677, to apeak of tim had 
iiflighbonrhooil s^o e^joy ffem the Portuguese* In tho month of April lost fiivijii a snudl. 
beginning tliofc bad Jtkely to hiive EUUOCHdcd a quarrel l^etweHti iss and them of no njeau 
oomoquence '** Again in *1684 comes a letter frem .the Conti, saving **■ Your Jetlere y^nr 
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iDtirnatlng the erkcre>ncliiTiont of tho Mngfcl^s^ and the rejWPited affronts of the 

Forttigtiese^ give us further cause to luisten you in tlio bailing of sucli bastions as are wonting.” 
Tho Tofu-sal to pay oustoms-dues imposed by the Portugitoso at Thana and KartinjX the iiupti- 
sonmont of Prea Jolm da Gloria by Judge Yauso for having ohrlstened and recoiverl into the 
Hombh Cbaroh one N^atttannol Thorpe^ gon to Lioutennut Thorpej decoasod^ the seiituire of 
oil lands and houses of the Portugue&io at Parclj Mablni and elsewhoroi on the plea that they hntl 
axdoJ the invasion of the SitU, thoise and oEher events of a similar nature all originated in that 
deep-seated antagonUmt which first apmug into being with the marrlage^treaty )>etween 
Cliarlea and the Pnimess of Portugal. “ They have stopped all provisionfl from eonimg to the 
idand,” cries Sir John Gayer in 1700, ^'All this puts tlie poor inhahitenta Into suoli a 
consternation that they think of nothing but flying off the island to save their Htlle, for fear 
they should loso all na they did when tlio Sidi bndmL By this yonr Hououm may parceivo 
that if a course ho not taken acme way or other to correct the iiqparallelled pride and 
idsolance of the^a Portugnese.^ no merchants of any worth will settle in Bomhay whereby 
to increa^ie its revenue^ On the contrary it will go loss tkiiy by reason of the inhabitants^ fears 
from the Portuguese, Moots and 8hivajiSp agfdust whom tbo_v are seusiblo we laive not strength 
to defoud the island^ though wo may the fort/* Tho obstruction ofterod by the Portdgueso lasted 
till the eoticlnsiou of the poricid, with which wo are now deiJing, Guards we re placed 
ut Bandira and Sion tn prevent provigiong reaching the island ; to which we reAponded 
by ortlering Boatswain Wright witli the maohva to weigh anchor and sail in company of 
our boats to protect them from the Portugnese’’; 1>oats, carrying our rice, were fired 
upon from the Portuguese ** block^honse at Curley*^ (Kiirla) ; while in 170^ the fort at 
Blahiiu w-as strongtheiied at a cost of SfiOG Xerophina, wbicli we designed for an immediate 
fftrengih to ih& ialandp in ease it should be invadoil by the Moors or Portuguese, with 
whom we had reason to expecha broach aod that speedily 1 Attacks and repriaals, obstroe- 
tion and disorganisation, leas of trade and of i)Opti]atioaj am the chief oharaetcri^ica of a 
straggle, which was not to end until Chimnaji Appa strode victorious over the battlemcnta 
of Bfts^in^ 

Other euemias w^cre not wanting to assist in onr diflcoTiifiture. Gaptain Oglethorpe 
reported in iBSfi that great mischief had l>een done by pirates in the Gulf of Mokha, Whether 
Arabs, or those termod Cota or Makbar Pirates, these marauders hafl caused no little trouhio in 
the |H^t I had bnced to death the unfortaTiate Mr» Bonrobierf end placed our trade in jeopardy. 
And once more we leam that *^Tolap Venny (Valabb Veui) tho rendfir (fanner) of the onsioms ** 
b very iineasy, ^rfinding that uo vessels can pass unplundered by one ^rt of nation or 
other : and that oompkiuts pour in from ^ several Bank and Moor inhabitonk and merchcLiits 
of thU islands that havo sustained groat lohsm by three Arab ships belonging to Cong* If the 
pirates wore but Arabs or Mulabara^ matters had not been so bad : but European piratea were 
abroad, indulging in unbeani-oF esosaa^ seizing Mogbal pilgrim ships (the Qunsway or Ganja- 
sawai)t and leading to the bcatcenil ion of onr President and servants at So rat, 'MVe Lave 
00 often wrote your Honours oonoerniDg out great want of supplies of men, that it is needless 
for os to mention more about So writes Sir John Gayer in 1696^ and cantiiiue« s—** We 
cannot forbear without unfaithfulness to onr trust to aoqoalnt you that your island Is exposed 
to extreme bozardi should any orders arrive from the Moghal Court to the Sidi to invade Bomhay, 
on aficoant of frequent robborioe oommitted by the pimtes. which, as we have often advised, are 
npivcndly charged on the English nation*” Unhappy Island t The hostili^of Shivaji^ the 
enmity of the Moghal alone wore wanting to complete its solitariness and dejection* About 
two days’ joomey up the hill,^ says our Deputy' Governor in 1677, “between the Moghal’s and 
Shivaji^s dominions lies a perpetual seat of war, So merohanl^ csui pass without apparent 
hazard of being plundered^ bo that we cannot expt^ merchants should land their goods here^ 
without knowing where or bow to dispoie of Uicm*” By 16S1 Shivaji and his rival were In 
possesj^ion of Henorj and Keuery, whereby “the administmtion of the island of Bomhay lias been 
the moat difiOoult as well as the moat erobamssing part of our duty”; Sambhajl’a “ twelve armed 
galivats*^^ interrapted our tmdo ^ the pretence of tho Mogbal fleet exposed £bo garrison to 
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atta<;k. Oqf aniy cihAiicQ teinporiKt '^vith both ; to a!$k j>eriD[!L5toit uf Sombliaji to 

re-«3tabltah tha FantoTy ^ Itajapur; to nppeoso the Mo^hal hy presents to the Gavertior of 
BtirEkk Wo ahsill dot djolotit tbu Sh[vajift if they do not molest keeping nlwqjs ornisers 
out to oblige them to oivility : '' such K'aa om policy towards the which if not engftgod 

hi open bostilitios, anoh as the aaburw of our bwits in 1701, at any mtc dbtnrbihl the fieuee of 
our ifliaiid, by choosing it as the itrena of his nriiggtas with the Sidi, 

The letters and docnniontj of this period portmy in great meaanre the anTdety^ wliLoh 
had laid hold npon the people^ The outlook on all sides was unpromising^ At home u'ora 
pestilence nod private joolou^ ; abroad^ the Sidti the Malabar, the AluhraUap the Mogbal 
aud the Portuguese, 'ITiere were FToncIi ala nut m well j storios of *Mhrof? French aliips 
that lay at ancbor off Old \4'oiiiun's falaiidf weighed and betook themselves to a clean pair 
of hocls ” ; portents in the sha|>9 of a DauUb fleet which, craUlng too nour the island« hindered 
our trade and made our nion^liuiita fearful of going to sea.^ Suoh oiroomstances could Imve hut 
one effi^ot upon a popubtiosip whose main object in coming to the island iind been to metir^ 
for them-ielves a junueful livelihoo<l and protection, ITio pTOud b>astof the Coinpimy in 16fl8 
^^ tliat bv luoana of their isLmd of Bombay they had brought thither the principal part of the 
tnule of Surat, where from 4^000 funiilied, com puled when the ComtKiay took jiossee^ion of itp 
they are ^‘iucfl iucreas^Hl to fiOpOOO faiiillitis^ (Milhorn^s Orienud Coiiimeros)f tnunt have hud 
a nioomfulsiguiEcanco for the men oflTlS, who witneased a [copulation shrunk to the lowest 
figure over reached under British rule. Their only consolatioii can have f>een that the 
rliminution was inevitablci that their sore chastening was perchance necessary for their aJtirnate- 
welfiire. 

Before parsing on to the snocoeding petiod, it wore well to notuje certain scattered 
references to various coiiiiiiunitiffii* oounecte^l during these ywira with the island. We have wen 
how the Brahmins of Bandora fled from the iutoLcmnoe of the Portugueew^ and built themselvetj 
buDSOi of refuge on these shores. The Mocra (Musahnans) also dwelt in considerable numbers 
Id the town. When our troublfsfi with tho Portuguoso reached a climax: in ICTS, John Petit 
went up to Mahinii taking with him a ilivision of the Garrison CompanieSp the fiiilitia of 
BombaV with 100 Bhandaris^ and ahont 100 Moore of the island, which, with the militia of 
Mahim, ainouutfti to 500 men, We hear oF them again on the i^Snl MaTcIi lfi8T ; how that 
“ the Moors Deivys have of late huOt one house on the hdaod and are now very importunate 
with us to dig stones to build another.Though on the whole the Conniany looked with less 
favour on the Moors than on the trading community proper, they nevertheless chewed them 
oivilitv. by permitting tham to travel on the Company'a ahiije, Those are to onoidor you to 
receive on hoard such Moormen with thoir nef^t^urloa us Girdhada^ shall come with, who 
being on hoard, wind and woather pennittingp weigh the anchor and make the liest of the way 
to the port of Chanl, where tho said Moormen being lantled, relnm with all esp^dition to os/^ 
So runa n ^ permit ^ of 1634^ And another of about the wiiiie date slates, that “ These are to ep- 
order von to ropair on IwBid of the Right Huuoarable Company’'ii sloop with your men 
:iTid make tho best of your way with flahii Hiikun, a Moorman, atnl his people for 
Cuderi We reiiid oE Fakirs on IknitJ a country ship being allowaJ to oome ashore 
with five horses; of Neqry, Diodator nod YeJirmanioetlArmoDUins ail of tliem, Iselng 
transporloi by tlie Compcitiy*s vessels to Suiut, The ships* oomiriJindera, apparently, diti not 
alwiivs snob laissoiigorg eqdihilily; for in 1704 tho Court of Dlrtvttoni loch notice 
of coinplaiuU nguinst tho uammandors for ill-usage of Armenians^ and onlored their os- 
tortious to cease. Of “ Cofferies” or i^iUiiibir slaves mention h made m an order nf the 
i9th Septomber 1701, forHdding ihem io leave the island by way of Mahlm, Sion or 
Worli in consequence of the roblwry of several Mahommodaua^ bouses* It is noticeable that, 
iiotwithshioding the troubles of the |>ertod under review, the ropresoutatiTes of the Compoiiy 
never wholly lost sight of the need for attmoting settlers by inapartiol and benofioent troatinent 
of all men* Thus when any Cfillimbinee and Biimleriues f KimhiB and Bhanrlaris) which lire 
in the ad^lafl (Vodis) oome to you for a chit to have the wuntiy music, you are to give them one 
xvithout taking anything from them. So runs aa oitler to Ensign Shaw* Mr, Aislabio also xms 
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ordered in 16114 “ to permit the Moormen to oomo upon this f^lsuid to worahip Jii tha tomb ut 
Mnblm CL 3 customary ; but let none com a armed at ony time hnl persons of aome considoriLble 
quality/* Even the Slomtlias were treated with oivility, for an order of 1701 permits ** ten of tlie 
Shivajid bclonglog to their galiTni to oome on $hora to Jioner i and on various oecjaslu^ ptdty 
benefits of ferry csonvoy and the like were gnuitfid to the Sidi's fallowL-i^^ Tlipoughont the dark 
dave of jia^tilenaet and in spite of e]ctema1 agressiaa and unnaynncei the standard whioU Aimgier 
had io firmly planted was kept ever iu view. Vfv would^ therefonej have yon keep tlio island 
always in a Atrong posture of dofonce and our wldiera striolJy to thoLr dafey and in the constant 
eseioi^ of their arms^ Yon should sat yonr wits efieotnally on work to create some considemhle 
mancffaoLnre upon the iiland tliat may augment the number of the iiibabltauta whom we would 
have modelled into truLoed bandi under English or other officersi as you shall sea 
So oonusels the Courh ** Take special eare/' they cr/j that all who pay the duMoi and 
deal fairly be encouraged to trade ; that none be suffered to engross all or uny uommodities 
imported, or to do anything olse that may disooamgo merchants frequenting tlio |M3rl or the 
inbabitanta that reside on the l£»hiifid.*^ Adv'anoes were made to cultivalorSf nolably ^ 14 
miid^ of batty to the Curraml>ees of all the alldears (vlUagos) of this Island hy the hand of Alv^o 
Mozello,*' and 4 mnd^^to the Kunbie, in jwrt of tho quantity usually ndvanced to tlienu” 
Enoonragement w'as g^ven to silk-weavers half a score of whom will come and inlialdt 

herOi if the Company build them housee. Let none liavc onr work,.'^ write the Directors in 

1684j “ but euob only ns will become inliabitants upon our bland of Bombay, and |>erAiiade 
all you can from the main to go over and settle at Bombay upon the terms of having constant 
work,” Bight well were the orders earried out ^ for m 1686 we learn that ** Hero b of late 
many silk-weavers and otbora come from Thana and Chsub and if onooumgenient b given* they 
will daily aooie from other parb to ua. The Portuguese merely tyrannic over tbo*o jxior 
people and enact such great toires and cusicnis from them tlmti they fiy from the cities and 
prinolpal places of tmde^” Norway tho Koli negkotfHli for an order of tho 5th April 1715 
forbade anyone ** to oppree the fishontien* by forcing them to sell fish tt> a pankuhir ] verson. 
Let the market be free to everybody, ” Nothing indeed waa left undone, which might 
'CounUraut the baleful iafiucnco at work during the period; and the fact that the [lopula'^ 
lion did not docreose more largely^ must lie ascribed to the untiring eftbrts of the Com- 
jtany to reador the island liabitahle by both rich and poor. ** Suffer poor people to come 
and Inhabit on the ialand i and oall tlie militia to watch with yon every night sparing the 
Padre of PareTs sonants;^* so wTites Sir John VVylmmo in 1686. Night putrok for the 
protection of jxirsona at Mahini, Worli, Sewri* and Sion ^ the Inore&se of the militia, to a 
complete body of near 600 men, who are all possessors of bnd on the island j the addition 
** of a third standing com[iany and two stanJing companiw of Bashpouk (Rajputs)'' ; the 
continuel building of ba^ioiio^ which culminated in tlie comptetion of tho town wall on 
CiirisUnaB Day, 1718 j orders to complete a dry dock and the nuprovomeiit of ** the wretched 
arrangementB iulhorto deemed sufficient for repairing ships ” j the provision of couimunication 
between Bombay^ Mabim and Sion* by feny-boats ** rented for 103 Xerapbinfi and one bnio 
per inopth ”; the despatch of * twenty Tnoneyers' to the Bombay Mini; and tlio permlssioii to 
all merti notably Parfliiq Hindus, and tlbristianSp to occupy what land they pleased, so that hy 
1707 iho greater portion of the Ifort was private property all these various aetjong wore 
dictated by tho stem resolve to render Bombay, come what might, rich ami popiiloi^, A Post 
OfficCp a Cotton Presst as we learn from MooleaiiT were estahliahed during this periixJ ; and 
lastly SL Thomas' Cathetlial^ Sir George Oxenden began to hnild a church in 166^^, gathering 
Ejub^ripriomi for that purpose'; but on his deaths piety grew rick and the building of churches 
was grown imrosbionable ; wherefore, the only place of pmyer until 1718 wan the Fort Cliapel, 
consiriiiii: of two ronitiA In the Governors House. But at lengtli, iifter ombo^3;loment of 
biillJiiig*funds by Sir John Child, “ performanoe of public devotions uuiler lock and key/^ and 
stirring exhortations by Air: (Tobbe to wipe away tlie reproach of lioiiig ginlless in the sight of 
ihu liealheUT we find the floiionrablo Charles Boone, gi'^iog orders “ for the opening the 
Church of Bombay, on tho 25th Deeeniber 1718. “The church wits drosseil with paJtii 
} I ranches and plantain tree?^ ** so writes the chronicler; the ptlbrs were adonie^l with wreaths 
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of groenS) and tho dooblo orosaea orer the arohes looked like so many atars in die £rjimmeut» 
^rvice began as usual on Oirlatmoe Daj^ but with this addlUomil satis^factioTip t!ie luakiug a new 
Chnstinn the same day la tha now Cburehi a good omen doubt!eas of a fiitiue Increase. A whole 
crowd of black people stood rouod nboiitt among them Haicnaji and oU hb vu^ie^ who were ^ 
well pleased with the decency and regularity of the w-aj of worshipi that they stood it out 
the whole Fiorvioa^ When the sermon from Esaiah LVI, 7, was over^ the Governor and Conncit 
and ladies re|.^red to the vestryi w'here having drunk snoooss to the new Church in a glass of 
sack, the whole towo returned to ihe Governor’s lodgings within the Fort*” The oldest relie 
of the early British period, yet in existence^ is ihe mined Court House ; nuxt in point of age, 
if we exclude the remains of the fortifications, is the OathedmU They seem to ns to symbolise 
the two strongest bulwarks of our dominion in lodia,—Justiee for all inent and the olemenoy 
that coineth of triio Chritiianity. 

Hero then we would lake leave of a period, ha which the moral and material progmsfji, 
which should have oi^wned the efforts of our ancestors, was retarded and nnlllfiod by tho 
presence of tho foennui iiid of the fell sergeant, Deathn " Perchance ^he perusal of that 
trcnblous record may inapiro even m, who are m differendy circumstanced, with hopes for the 
future^ The small town was sorely ebastened in ihoso oa/)y dap ; but she ro^ triiunpliont in 
tho years that foUowed, owing her suocs^^ in no siuiall degree to tho i>oliiic and prudent actions, 
which had quietly taken place during the years of ** Sturm uud Drang/* The city of our day 
likewise ha*! Ijeen sore besot j bos watched her people die, and knows not whon the evil may be 
stayed. Can we not hope that improvements initiated In the day of sickness will hereafter 
osHist her to rise, like tho phmniv, more glorious from the ashes of the dead jast ? 
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Period tke Thirlk—to 1744, 

The \vitli which we tiow iiftve to deal, extends from the thlt 1718 tOJ the year 

I744j pud ia chaTPciterbeJ in the main by qoiet and steaidy pro^res^i and by the gTadual re$ti- 
tudon of the popaladon,i which the troubles of preceding yeart had driiKen from the Inland. 
Kiehnht fltatea that the popnladpii of Bombay in 1744 numbered TO^OOT^j or ten thousand m 
excess of the rmiuber g;aln^ duiiag the earliest vear^ of Brilasli occnpntion. lo what wmae h 
the increase iissribablo t Our iBbnd was as exposed to extertial aggreMion as it Iiad ever been ; lor 
the Portnguosej. during the enrlj portion of the period, followed their ancient policy of oLstme- 
tion j the Sidh albeit hLa dominion was moribundt conld yet make Uia pr^noe felt; while 
Angna and the Blamtiui were in the very ?,enith of their power- The secret ol onr progross 
we Ijelieve^ in the fact of our being for the firat lime an nnited uommonity ; the hoti^ wna no 
longer JividfMl against itself j the dual control of aiairs by Surat and Bombay Presidents liad 
vanished ; internal fetidj! had been laid to rest j unity of interepts, unity of purpose liaJ suprven- 
ed. Itolease^l from the feth^rs of private dissensioni our Presideni, Our Council atiJ onr 
Officers were free to formulate and carry out a careful line of policy tow-aids the variouJi powers, 
by whom the iiilattd wus aurr&uudcd j white the cotopnrative tronqnilliiy, inducthi by pmdent 
dealings with external foroeSj, ckfEorded them the opportunity of further improving tlte internal 
oondidon of their charge- 

The keynote of the Company's policy dnririg the period under review wuji Ibe necessity 
for bolding aloof from hoslLlities^ uotil they should be prepared to litand alone; to tempoHeep lu 
fact, until the blighting effects of past yeai^ had been crailicatcd. Complete iiolation was im¬ 
possible; but, having decided which of their natoml enemies were likely to prove the most 
trOublt^iDCi tho representatives of the I 'ompimy endeavoured to^ as far passible, keep on good 
terms with them j »nd wherever it becanie necessary to aide with one party or the otber^ to givo 
inch ngsUtsiuce to tho weaker [K>wer, a>. would prevent their being too apeedily oveiirhelmcd. 
Both in the matter of Aiigrb and the Sidip and in tho matter of I ha Portuguese nnd the 
ilumthas, their policy was baeetl upon the same consideratious* That the power of the 
Sidi was waning, that Angrio was mi extremely dangerous neighbour^ they folly comprehended * 
tliat the Engli&h were not yet strong enough to sweep the latter from their [latfap was aliso un^ 
questionable- Time waa essential for iierfecting theSr own stability and resources; and in the 
meanwhile, therefore, they detenuiaedi by sup[iorting the former, to him as a foO ta the An- 
gria^ until such time they should be themselves ready to stand alone. Hence In 1T£4 the 
Presiilent reports ^ licit Sidi Baut of Anjonvel or Dabhol has at sundry time sent off to our vusaeb 
provisLon and refreshment while cruizing oil Lhat port EUid been otherw'he very courteous irt iiJi 
advices in rebtiouto Angria ; iqonbr to keep him in tho likegocKldisiiosition it Li rasolvedto make 
him a present of ihrec yaids of scarlet uloth^ a pair of pistols, and a gilt sword.** Ae Lue ns 1735, 
iiideetli hy which daio *" ihere wasuo longer any pimpect/^ iia Mr, Cowan iuformed the Board, ^of 
the i^idi being ever again .bis to moke nny figure at ^ 4 , since the MaratluiE and Angria are in 
poasea^ion of their whole fleot^^ the same line of aefion woa adopted. AYe aie well oi^nvincod ** 
argui^ the Board, of tho tmih of what Sidi Sunt ^ts forth in regard to their poverH- ond fhe 
ilmuger of their consitry- We greatly appieheod that if we deny ihem our oa^lstanGe xit this time, 
they may bo so Eir disgusted a^ to strike up a peace with the SIulKu IhijrL, hy submitting to his 
yoke* Thereby wo sboidd not only k>3e what they now ow-e um, but they would even become our 
enemies in ooujuuction with Bhahu Eajia aud Angrta- Should not tlii^ he the immediate con*’ 
soqucncoj wo are certain they would proofed whli their foroe to plunder the oonntry hottlorbg 
oil Pen river* winch would entirely put a 0 to|j to tlio trarlo carried on thither by this island. On 
the other hand wo have good reo^n to believe they iviU recover a large sum from the Surat 
Govertunentf and that, upon their fleet appearing at the bar, our chief will bo applied to for 
adjusting their demands, vrhich will give us an oppojtunity of repaying ourselves ns far iis the 
circumsUncea of ffio Sidts will pentiit For thesi- reasons it is agreed to advance the Bidh 
Rs. 30,tK)0-"^ Fifty mudits of faaHy were also advanced to them ia the sinme year^ na we would 
not willingly dagu&t them by a refusal at this time '' ; while from iTSfl to 1737 the polfoj 
the CkmijKany led to the ^lahlishment at Sion Fort of u body of Sidi troopSp desigusd to aseta* 
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i}iB g^iaon in r^poUii^g ftttnck* WUib employidg the Bidi aa a foUp iho Ceidpaay forbore not 
to iiaTass Aogm, tphenovor a fiivaiirabb opportenUy was preaeotad* At the ontssi ef the period 
the pitnte camea ofif veaaela belonging ta MqIK Mnbnmimd Ati,^ the Greet Burnt naercbant, 
commits hie pimdf^ on the seaa mthetii rof^tmint and therabj disturbs and binders tJudo/' 
Shaikh Isbm Klmn utgea reprisiil^i saying T will repmsent to tbs Ktug the method that the 
said pirate may bo totally mined, tmd I hope in God it will be done in a few dnyi*" T!ie upshot 
of the btuiue:!^ was n secret wmr oomm ittoo, and an expodition against the Angrio, under the 
command ofMr^ Walter Brown^ On the I7th October 1120, “^the Defiance, Elkubeth and a 
golivat from our fleet before Qh6ria^^ brought news that Mr« Brown had landed a detaclnn^nt, 
slain a good number of the oneoiy, with yery little loss on oiir side i - * has burnt fiome of the 
eaoojj*s shipping and nttorly destroyed two of Angrla’s hesi grabs* ” In 1724 there wore nogo- 
tialions for the release of English prisoners ; in 1731 a fresh eogagement between the Bongul 
galley and Angria^s gmbs */* in 1733, the year in which wo undertook^ at the instance of Teg 
Bog Khan, the duties of “Proteetora of Trade,'^ an o^p^ition against Cnderi umlor lientonant 
Inch bird, and on allionee with the soven prinelpal SidU of Eajparh From that date until the 
close of the period, tho Bidi sinka into in$ignif!cauce ; and tlte aticcasa of our policy depends ue 
much upon fostering the strife whioh has arisen between the brothers, Sambtiaji and Alanaji 
Angria, ai upon subaldialng the Bldt The Company still needed tlmo, was not yet prepared to 
emerge u a political pnwor^ nnd obsbkEued therefero from all but potty attaoks. Aid to 3Iiinaii 
Angrin against hl$ brother, and a refasal to oonoludo pe^koo with Bambbaji, for fear Jhcit **Bncli s 
ijonccssiori wonid eipoiO us to the oontempi of all oiir noighboursj'’ were followed by renow^^d 
he^tilitiei with the twain, oaptureof grabsi oonfinoTiientof their stibeh<lairshi ironaj ami conn.^tion 
of the baity aboard two boats captured by tho Dolphin/" In 1737 ibo i'empany blocksirkNl 
the Augria^s ports with “ tha Brittania, King Goorgo and Frmoe of Wales’' gaUoys,” bnt 
hoaitatoit to make any attack ty land- The President informeLl the Council that Iho land foinc^ 
of Bombay were of the following strength :— 

A, Military* 


Eorape&Tii (including OfTioots) 

. . 

'f-epAssfli ..I Ilf- +*■■ p#4 

. 017 

bepoyi *** III- hi-p >41 

. 943 

B. Mariiris. 


Earopauu (including OtHcm) 

. . 293 

At Hokka 

**m 11^ 


Total ... 2.633 


Will It he pradent/^ ho asks, ** ^ith the above force and the assistance of three Europe ^hipi? 
to undertake anything against the cominon enemy Angria by land?” ** Tim safety of the island 
onght to ba firit considerod, ” replies the CounoIL ■' As we could not escpect to undertake any 
such expetiitioa without the enemy gnliiing iutellJgonce of onr design, he would have tinie to 
moke applicatiou to Slinhn Baja, who can and in suoh oases would scud a large uumber of men 
tc hla assistance, ” The greatest care was needed to pFevent a declamtion of war, cm we felt 
oUTSolvoa stfoag enough to support a contcatj rerjuiriog a large oxponditnre of money and ston&H. 
Once again in 1739, wo were taiuptei] to hcstUkies in the matter of the island of Karanjo, Sundiy 
inhabitants thereof projKiFei] to take possession of aud hold the same for the Honourable Cofn* 
|iany i the fiita&tbn flJid couvonioncy of that island together with its surrender from the 
Portuguese to an enemy “ Rpi>eaTcd to demand our complmnco with their suggestion* ]?ut 
prudence once more prevailed ; our ^Kjsidon was not yet sufficiently assured* **li would 
requite the raising at least twelve or fifteen hundred argued the ConiEcil,*^ to dislodge 

the troops now on Karonja with Maoaji in person* And though it is probahlci titilcs$ oppos^l 
by the Haratbas, wo might Kirry the attnok tlirongh with success, yet as n Bufficiont force could 
not bo got together udlhout Jisarjning our parses, and that the President has certain intelligence 
of a large niunber of Mamtbas assembled at Harnl, npprently with no gcfod intention, inch n 
stfl]» might and probably would be atteuded witli h^[ oensequenceo to our islands ns it is roason- 
able to ospect the Maratho* WfjnLi attack onr fioBses when they found them unguarded. Kor 
would ouffteiauTC or taking of Karanja ba itteuded with any Bociarc mdntetiuace. For so long 

]T 
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aj tbe Mtiratluia oontinLO in tbe naiglibaurbooii, charges 6^ce«d thg nvenua ivhioh wh- 
nre sure our Hoaounilik Muters woakl bo Kttio inctinod to support, Tbe fort itaoif at Knnuijii 
in ita preaent oondltion ontiroly untenablQ^ being a largo miiKins forlifiontion comDiaojijed Ly a 
neighbouring omiueuco. A new ftut would be necuaijarjr for the preserfniioii oftho place, and 
ttie Slarutbaa would Dot fait of flttaokldg it, as thoy coiisldor Karauja jmrt of the Portuguese 
tEumiiijjj fluJ ev*eD now arow that Jflnnaji Angrlabaa taken possossion of it fur them. In which 
case it would roi^utre at least 1,200 men with competent amnionition and stores tognrri^Ei it with 
ony hopes of holding out. Especially Biiwto the Agris or Kilt labourerwho made a body from 
ieven to eight liiimired men well armed, and chiefly depended upon for tbe defencq of the place» 
ai-o gone over to the enemy and were indeed the means of hie iatroiluction. All which oonsidBred, 
though we canuot liut be sensible of the groat incoDvenience to Bombay of this now neighbour, 
it is agreed that a'o forbear any attempt of this sort ttiat may either endanger the sidety 
of our own islauJ or ioToIva us in increased charges," Up to the end of the period the 
Company’s objeet retuainod nnalterod. In 1739 they were again assisting Mannji against 
bis brother I in lliO they wore forced to break with him, but obtained a respite from hosti¬ 
lities, by inducing the ilarathas to check the depredations of their piratical allies. 

The 50010 cautiouH iJoKcy of estabibhing hrmly our own position, bofera attempting any 
furword movement, ijiarfced Our dealings with the Portugueao and the Marathas. At the opening 
of tile period, the old sentiments of enmity betwixt Bnglish and ” Portagul" wore still rik, and 
fuund vent in varlons annoying actions and countor actiens. On the IStli Slay 1720, we road of 
Porlugnoso priests and bidiops, snspccttHl of complioity with Rama Kainathi in his trsaaonable 
dealings with the hlarathas, being ORlered to quit the isbnd within twenty-four hours ; to 
which the Portugoesc respond by " stopping several of our pntamars,” beating and iil-nsingcnr 
workmoq, and by soiling letters intended for MnJni.s On the 5th July, in ihe aome jTjar* the 
PreBiJont Issued a proclamation, «rcqnirieg all persona who live in Other p^irts to repiiir liitber 
wjth thcir anus in tho term of twenty-one days, on pain of having their estates confiscated to the 
Right Honoufablc Company "a prcceeding which so greatly annoyed OUr rivals, many of whom 
owned properties on tije island, that they got a gibbet erectod at Bandom, aud hoisted up 
and let down again three times B’CIiavK} and i^other man, both iuhabitrmts of tills islami, 
who were Bcrit henee to give Fernando d’Silvora notice of tho j>roc1amatIoii;’ The estates wore 
nevertheless cooBscalodi and to obviate a recrudesoenco of the fronblo, it waa niianimously 
resolved that “ as the practice of Portngnese and olbor foreigaem making land imrehases on 
this island has been prejudiakl to the Governnicnt. no pctsen, wlio Is not an inhabihint on thja 
island, shall for tlie future purchase any estatea." 

By tbe ywr 1735, however, tlmforward moich oftho Slaratlm had efioctod a change in 
our mutnal mlatioiis. To both the Portuguese and the EnglisJi tlie prasenoo of these pecplo vras 
synonymciis with iieril: and when tlie invasion of Salsetto oomm^ncoJ in 1735, the vital qiiMiiun 
f..T the Comijany’3 docirion was whether they should stand shoulder to shoulder witli their 
ancient enemy and endeavour to slay the onslaught of the invader, or leave the Portuguese domi¬ 
nion to its inevitable fate. Thus on the 27th April 1737 we road oftho President rewmmonding 
te the Boanl “ to take into consideration wlmt part it will be proper fer ds to act in tho present 
juncture, though it will not be prudent to come to a fiiud rowlutiou till we know for eertoin 
what force the Portuguese can ratio. An idle proposal has been mjvle for pomiittin.^ the 
ilarotbas to conquer Salsotte and judiately treat with them tor delivering it to us ” Be- 
sides the perfidy of such an aetton in regard to the Portegnoae. and the mbchlaf it might 
l.riug upou cur fjonourablo Masto.a from tliat nation, sc many obyjctions and diffieultiea oociir 
against so treacherous n scheme that wo can by no meana tliink of nadortakiiig it, were we evon 
secure of the event. The Board after deep eogitatieu comes to an imaniuiutis doctaion that *' If 
our foTco, joined with the Portoguese, should bo judged capvble of withstanding tho ilamthas 
or sufficient to regain the Iskud of Solsctto, cur coming to hostilities with the JIamtIna wonid 
he more eligible tlian our eonUuning in our present state. Bootiiise, if the MamtlmB were 
removed from Salsolto, wo should ha under no apprehension of danger from them, nor be obliged 
tn coutiniie the groat (vlditioruJ expense wo are now at, to seome overselvoe against them, wldle 
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tb^y romain on that isbnd. Still when ’wo con^iJeT ih& great utimb^r of nwn tho 
ratliat enn at my tiniB bring into tbo tlmy &ppaar ton pnworful for Poitug 11034 

imtl oar aDito<l fnrca to gtnnd against, and (aaoutidlng to lafomiatioii we liavo reooivod) 
they are too well secured Ln Thana for m to hope to ex|M 3 l them, Tlmroforo B&eing that as 
wo might draw great inooiiveiiiaao^ upon onrselvea, bwaidea a honvy experise, hy declaring 
agfdn=it tliein^i it is re^dlTetl pot to do it niiloiiti u very favoprahlo opportiinity oflbr^ of 
affecEing somotlilng oorn^iderehlo against thom/^ For the preBOnt, tlieraforo, it wan dociJiHl 
to bold aloof from the slraggle, and to oonieoi onrselven with desfiatoMrig FarUhiip 

aperEon of oapacUy and eicpeTioitee/' todboovor what were Uhimonjib exact mtt^ntLoii$« Oloser 
and closer press the lavadoFs round (he Foriugurae j and onca again ihe General of ihc Piorth 
*^ontrciitii oar sncconre for tho explosion of onr enetnioB, the Mamthos, from the hbud of 
Salsette ** J iendg hie tofiawl bj the liafid of Padre 31 a pool Rotlrigo irEstrado^ who being called 
before the Counallf “ nsea many argnmentu to indpco m to join wiib the Portuguese in this 
aqdertnkiiig \ tliat there would bo little doubt ofi^uoceaa with our united force ; how great credit 
OUT nation would gain ibereby and tlic returna of scrvioo wo might on any uccasiou ho juatly 
olaiizi from the Portuguese/^ The arguments of the Padre are in truth sp^seiuuB, niight Imply 
ccmniand MiCi^^sa if addressed to QounciUors endowed with Ies$ Btibtlety an<l ibrt'fighb. But the 
Englishmen of that day walkofl oircumspoctlyj knowing that their m:f£ruation in poLitii^l mattera 
vroa hut Just begim^ ^^Thc strict oHianco,^* they wroto^ between our rospEKrtivo sovereigi^ in 
Europe. Olid the nataral inlerest of this ulaml retider us heartily iuciLao:i to assist tlie Fortugiicee- 
for regaining their territories, Slill we ismnot help ronfiarkiug that their affairs in India are 
in a very deoliningt if riot desperate and irrtilricvahle ooudiLiau^ The President ns^uroH the 
Board lliat from the letters he has received from the Viceroy^ and the late and present Geiicrab 
of the Xorthj as well ui from the frequent dt^onrso ho ha^beld with many of the gentlemen and 
PadroH of thiit nation, it Bcems an if they tlieinsalvca Imd little hopes of cloing anyrlifiig hut 
de^Kcnd open us to 6 ght tboEi battloi. We are, therefore, very appreliopslve tlmtj if wo were 
once ougagCLl ip the war^ they would afterwards lake very liltlo upon tlieinsolvce bat ^^addlo ua 
with ihe burtheu of the whole cliargo and trcublo. If we doolure o|}oniy against tlio Mamthiis, 
the trade of thiB island would be entirely stopped aud our Heneumhio Musters bo great KulTeruTs 
in the loss of thu CuBtoms^ and wonld Ite driven to great strait for previ^^iens for our inhuhilants, 
nud other stores and ueoossaries greatly wanted for the service of the iiilaud and wldoh are 
fnmished from the Mamtha^s uouTitry. Auother ohjcction that ceCura ugain^ jomiug with the 
Portuguese on the pnerent couiLsicn h that soiuo year^ ago when w^u actod hi conjunetion against; 
Kaiihnji ATigidU} though our force was four times greater than wLrut wo cap now rabo and 
strengthened with the nssrstaueoof the squadron of uioo-of-war under the command of Com* 
tnoilore Klathews, wo were not able to effect atiythingt and tlicreforo we cannot hope for better 
inccoss at present. The foregoing reasons and ohjectbuj being duly weighoi] In, the Bcani 
is unanimous ill opinion tliat w'o cannot Join with tlio Portuguese in the pres^ent uiideriakmg 
wilii any hc|i€s of succe^ against the eiioiny^ but that wo sliould involve uumlvoa in number^ 
lu*^ difficulties and bring on an osoessivo expense* It thereforo, uruinimously agreenJ tu 
decline itp and the President is desired to writo a totter in auswer to the General of tho North 
drawn from tho sulMtanco of tho foregoing resolutions/ 

The Btorm-ctoud gatljorad dart over Bassela in 173d ; iho Portuguejo knew their weak* 
nosa, knew^ that it must burst ere long and wreak their rala j could otdy appual vainly to iho 
English Govensor for aaajstauce* I (tore uet/ writer the Govcnior iu a letter to Podro 
D'Melloi liaxard to increare cur charges by u rash and abrupt dectoraxioti of war againat these 
|)euple» Tiot only without the orders of my superiors, hut witlioul a ibree iOBupjiort it oud a^tty 
it through whh dignity and reputatiou/^ So iiiattera remain ; tho cloud lowers darker; one last 
des^kairiiig appeal comes from Goa for money md munitious of war, to which we respond ** by 
venturing a loan even at the ha7Jird of our own private fortunes» in case of ttoi houio being dis* 
avowed, by our employers ; and tliea—the cloud bursts, Basse! n I'apUtLlAleSi a oueo poworluJ 
coimniipity bills adieu for over to domiiiion in the North Koukan and sails dojocled from its 
capilat ill vessels provided by a furmer rival J 
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But what slialL our ConnoUdo nuUorthoito oiroumnbuccs P We are at laat fcoo to face with 
the Mnratha; his oatposta are iu Jaogorotis propinquity to ODr boandary-banilot. 8bonld we 
fight or temponea ? Frndenca onoo more deelares for the latter courao ; for wfr ato not yet ready 
to meet I ha foo on equal toruis. { 'oneeqaentty wo read tliat on May 15thj 1733j tho Board 
decided that “ as Ba^scin is rodaced, it wilJ bo highly proper to send a letter of ooinpliniont to 
Chimuaji Appa with a Bmell present in the EJaatem mannor, to oonBist of six j'nrJe of rod volret, 
sis yards of groeu, and sis ynrds of qlotb. Tills present Bhifeu Sioay (Sbenvl) Is pitched upon to 
carry, 3 person the best qualified we ean find for such an eiuploj'j as the same may be an OfioDing 
or inhoduotioti to a fiirtber knowledge and insight into Chiinnajt’s movements," The transfer 
of Chaul to the Matntbas in 174t), might wall have given rise to ill-feeling between tlioao people 
and oitrsolvos j but so oertain was tlio Connell of the wisdom of Its policy, tliat they oven appoint¬ 
ed one of their own officers, Gaptain James Inclibird, to act !B mediator betwoon the Portugueso 
and Ciiiminyi, The protwtiou of onr trade Is all that nrm^ ns or nmke us deslroua even of 
holding Bombay, without ertoiiJlng our dominion or gaining jiortsor aottlentents that might giro 
ihoiu a Jealousy, since they cannot but confess tbit we had a fair opportunity of getting Cbpol 
for ourselves, Lad not those maxims we profess l>eon against it" Such are the conclnding words 
of tho orders to Giptain InehbiHl ; and during tha remainder of tlin period, the views expressed 
in those orders wero ri^dly adhered to. There ure letters aifcant from Klmbu Baja to tho Bom- 
hay Government, which breathe n sjtirit of friendliness; answora thoroto from Bombay, bogging 
the serene Jlaliaraja’s acceptance of “ a slatue of a cow and calf; also a clock ivirli eliimes and 
soveral moving figUTes.” Ttie greatest care was observed in dealing with a power, whoso good 
taith was In the, highest degree questionable, “ As wo have it not in oitr power,” says die Presi¬ 
dent, “ to oppose them t,y force, it is indispensably uecoeaaiy to proceed with the utmost ouition, 
and as far ns possible prevent the evil designs whioh sooner or later they may attempt 
to put more effectnally in execution.” A letter from tho Birootors, duted the I3ih ifardi 
1743, diow how far snccffisful was tbb policy, tho object whoroof wna to gain time, until 
our community was strong enough to march forth luid conquer, IVe take notice with 
satiifaetioD,” so rans tlio letter, “ that you continuo on good terms with the Momthaa ui>oii 
Salsotto, there being no manner of complaints In the advices hefora us of thoir conduct. 
We persnaJs onrselves that by a prudent mnnngeineiit and behaviour, they will be very 
gW neighbours, and for tho welfare of the island we wooM have you cultivate a iaslmg 
frieadshlp with them, being at the same time duly upon your guard against all troachory 
dcoohs^' 

These twenty-sis yeare. thorelbre, witnessed n radical alterellon in tlie reklions existing 
Iwtsreen our island and surrcuudiug principalities. The Sidi. ae a sea-power, dmijewared ; 
tho Portuguese lost the land-rule whicli their strong men had baiJt up nioro than n century 
before ; both uatious yielded place to younger and more vigorous peoplea, in dealing ,vitb wlloin 
om- rulers In this island received their first instnictfeas in the nri of Western Indian jMljtioa. 
Ostensibly wo were still no mom tlian merchants, actuated solely by tho desire for peaceful 
coinnioreo; and our Preaidants yet affoeted to set more store by “ duttles“ tajtsoila,” *' guinea- 
staffs.” ‘‘ chin^ with largo nosegays anil buncli(H of Jlowen^" tlmn by Sidi aliiances and tlie 
course ot political ufialrs in the Deccan- lint slowly and surely wo ware oxohoriHijg tho lOle 
ofu purely meroantilo community for that of a great political i>Dwor; and the years wJiich 
olapeetl ijetweeu ITlB ami 1744 were pregnant with oveufs, testify ing to the allemtloii of our 
character. As yet, it is true, wo ware lint learning our partj were waiting, watching and per- 
tocting our knowledge 5 hut some god-given instinct was with ns. as we directed the affairs 
of tho wareheuso, and guided cur fslteritig stops along tho path to conH]uiist ami otunir.otenc 0 
It prompled, as wo have soon, our action in dealing with Cliimnaji Appa and his fightUK^ hordes , 
it prompted u,s to make a friend of Bijinw, *' The watch that came out lo tho Queen'’corolinJ 
packet for Bajinw having Iieeu sent to ills reii, aod tho ret-uipt thereof acknowledged with a 
complaisaat answer for the favour, the Boanl think it will he Wt to omit charging Bnjirao 
anything for tho meuJiog, but mako him a complimont thoreof in regard to the. friendahip w hich 
exists botwMU our govoramenbk” Ho runs the record oi'NovemlMir 7 ll, 1741; and lu (he 
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yiKir followidg, on tlia occasion oftho marriage of one of Bajirao'a sons, one Ito res that “ a 

present waa nnavordabla, ami it ia, therefore, agreed that tLa following artiolos he.sent by a 
e|>^ial mo^ugar j— 
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The slrengthoning of our possessions was not the least imporbint of t]» aotiona imdoriakoTf 
during those j-ea«, and resuHmi naturally from the trunsfonnation, which vre, aa a oommaiiity, 
wore being forced to undergo- Tlnu, tliera are oonshmt roforenoos to the strength of tC 
garrison, to the necessity for maintaining so nutny European and TojMias Companies In spifo of an 
impoverished ewheqnor ; '*for wo Iiave judged it highly proper," writes die Court, “to pnt onr 
military and artillery upon n new footing “ n reasonably oommedions lodgment or 
i# huilt for the troops at Sion ; striot ardors are iasuod in legartl 'to the present pernicious 
lionise giren to the inhabitants Dfdeating in the soverel ammnnitions of vrar "; while peconiary 
imlncement is oAered to the Topasses to live within the walls, in order that they may be more 
reiwiily mnrtialled in an emergency. The Fort also is strengthened, after tonrs of inepootion hy 
tho President and military officers- “ As we cannot he eertain,’' ay the Conpcil, tliat the enemy 
will not force a passage open the island and attack tJie town, its safety ongiit to bo previded for 
by cutting down all trees within point blank shot, that is, within 120 yards of the wall, and 
thinning them for such further distance as shall bo found necessary, A survey made by the 
fazcmlars and the landholders ond elders shows that about 3,200 trees may be cot dovni." In 
1730 there is a movement afoot *' for the carrying of a ditch round iho town wall the principal 
merchants of tho place sohsoribo tliirty thousand rupees towanls the cost of tho business j for 
*= our inhabitants are grown so apprehensive ofUio iiisecDro posture of tbo place against the power 
of our encroaching neighbour^.’' By 1743, tho Ditch is completed at a cost of Rs. 2,50.000; and 
the eight bastions of the Fort are in charge of siity-one Eoropaan gentlemen, reapouBibio for tbo 
safety thereof. Further avldeiice of our prepamHons ia afforded 1^ tho constrnotiDU of a powder 
mill on Old "Woinan’s Island. “ Suoh a mill, " write the Board, “ is greallv wanted on this 
island, partly through a defideucy of working people, partly because they arc unwilling to bo 
employod m such servioa,'’ As a matter of fact, this pawder«hotl$c was never utilised ; for an Im- 
]>mved mill was shortly afterwards erected en a spot close to the site of tho present Secretariat. 

Kot only in rospaut of land-forces ivasthis r^tless activity apparent. Tho Dockyard was 
extended - the marine was eBtablislicJ. Read the words cf the Council iu 1733 :—“ It js o)^ 
served our marine charges of late years havo boon very great, and are likely to increase bv the 
additional strength the two sons of Angria have soquirod by their conquest of the Sidis’ ecuntrv- 
With the Sidis' 6eet of grabs ond galivats in their possession, the Angrios are become too formid¬ 
able to he kept in awe with the smalt sca'ferce we have at present in our service/' Hence comes 
it that tbo marina paymaster was directed fo treat with tho proprietors for the Bose galley, “ a 
vcpaol very fit for our parpose, being strong and well built, a prime bailer, and three years old "; 
that the “ Fort St George, the Bombay, and the Britannia” were condemned In 1736, ami 
new grabs and country vessels conatnictad in their stead ; that continual additions were made to 
the fleet until tho year 1743 ; and finally that Lowjl Naasarwanjl, tho Wadia or Shipbuilder, of 
whom we shall si^eak again, was brought down from Surat to aupcrlnfond the construction of 
new vessels. 

The instinct, whioli led the Company to built fleets and fortifications, obliged them also 
to the atern repression ol' treachery within their own ranks. In the onrly portion of the period, 
the public mind w:u mneh oiercistsd by the tala of R-unn Kmoailil’i treachery ; in 1743 the 
President prepoied to deport certain Toposses from Sion, who had acted mutinously, Tlie old 
dare of Koigwin revolts and the lito had passed away ; the island was to liecome powerful; 
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domestic mtrfgud could not poruiitted to jcopiirdbe Ha futuro welUbelog, Tbk trial of 
thcShoDvi, JtiiuivL Kumatbij for troaaonablo deatiDg^ wtih the Angn^, was intmtlifl very 
sonry bmuG 33 * Tlio Goveruor and Im Counci] socm never to huve doubted the luan’d giiilL 
JJofore ihom lay thaL damuiug lettar of October 1713* wbiob wo horo reproduce 

ill partTo the opulaqt^ magBifioent as ^Iio vatoroui and vl^stotlotiSi always cocir- 
ageoiis, the Itbomi, prndeut, and pillar of forlitudo, tbo 05$eacO of understandiJig, the jjfo- 
toy tor of Bralimins^ dofender of the faUh^ presporens in all lioaonred of king^ above 

all councilior^f Senkor Karhoji Augria SarLincol—Ramaji KmuQihi, your servant^ writes with 
rII veneratioTi and refldlno^s for your aondat), and witli your favour I remain an always^ Our 
goncnd hero has rosolved in Council to attack and take the fort of (Juudry^ and thus It is 
agreed to environ llie eaid rortonthel7t]i Ovtobori and the nrniyda powder and bull ond all other 
necessaries for wrt are renily. I, therefore, writa your honour that you may ]iavo the Bald fort 
well furiikliud/*^ Beside that letter^ tho wretched Kamazs protestations of Innoqsonoe sec]iie<l 
atlcrly worthless ; wore in the oyeH of Qovoniinont proverl to be faUo hy the confession of 
Govindjl, lately liLj clerkj who was aubjeflted to the bnrharuua pnijotioe of Screwing irons on 
liis thumbs^ until under tlie smari of them the irnth was squeezed out of iiini/’ Perpetual iiii- 
prtHonmeni in the Trunk (PortugmM&p Tronyo*Jai])^ and ceudscfition of projior+y worth 
some forty thoumnd rupees w:l^ the punishment metcMl out to the fihonvi, to wticm as a CDiunfile 
in rEisfortoao cimie soon afterwards, oue Dalba Bhendari, likewise guilty of high crimes mid 
iuisdenieauour;s, We am never forgive Mr. Boono for countenancing the torture of the Ill- 
starred Go vied* The rnemory of what lie effected towanls ainolEorating the he^lpleas condition 
of our Island U oompletoly over^^hudowed by regret for this act of iiiliuuiauity i regret wliiyli is 
heightened hy ilvs knowledge now vDudisafed to ns, lhal fiama Kaiiiathi a as guilt tliat the 
IncriTuinating letters were tlio taerest forgeries ! 

Kow the politic behaviour of the 0atn|>any towanhi those in whose power it bv t<i 
liloukarle and impuvcridi the bland, aflordoj leiiuro for the progress of iutenial ailminisinttiou, 
ai]d thereby led to the Imtuigratlou of people from the mainlands Wo read of justice being nJ- 
yanced by the creatioUj hi of a ilayor's Court, doelared hi be a Court: of Uceon] and oni- 
^cowered to bear civil cases of nil klnclsj subject to an appeal to tho Govoruor and Council ; hy 
tho coustitutioTij in 1727 j of tho Governor and Councii as a Court of Oyer and Tormlnoraiid Goal 
Delivery, whereby tho oomniuuity might be purged of folons and burglars such as Josepli 
Coutinbo and Badhou, whereby also tho horrul orinie of murdor may better prevented.” 
The island fer the purpo^ of crhniiial justice was considero i to l>e a county i and Dongri Fort, 
after sundry repairs and oltomtlous, was oonstinited the county-gaol. Trndo w-as enonura'^ed 
by tboestablisbineut ofa Bank In 1720; tlio Frendont proposing that Messrs, Browm and 
Phillips be appointed for his assistanoo in timt nfflalr, as tho setting ii bank on this island wilt 
indisputably be for tho iiittLnal henoHt and iidvanlago both of the Bight Honoumblo Company 
and the iDhabilautSp by tho increase of tho trade and revenue’s thoreof,” Hence comes it tbut we 
read of** 12 Fuzendar^ of .^lahim representing that they hove borroweij money of the Bonk to the 
amouol of fls. Gj'lSO, for security of whkli thoir estates are mo^^gaged^ ami that they havo re¬ 
gularly paid Inter^t for the same every nix iiionth:^ and are ready to do ro iu future f but that the 
usslsUint to the managers of the Bank liavlng demanded tba principal as well as the intemsE, tliev 
am not able at present to comply therewith, Jind therefore the apace of four mouiJa to 

pay it in/* The Conneil responds by allowing them three montlis to dear their mpective debts 
oonsidoriiig that *"tdl trade is entirely staguate<i during the rains and that there b a siisircUv of 
money at this time upon the island/* Ono can well imagine Imw grftat an inducement to inuni- 
gration aud settbniotst ai ich a Bjlnk wculd prove. Later on* wo meet with evhleiioc of trade with 
China ; ]i Isiter frojn the Court in sbtml that “ with a view to eneoimige our servaubj id 
Botnhay anil the stibonliiian* Jhetorie^ to curry on the Ohiim trafla in udefer.sible Enror^ wtv 
skitl in Idture send out yearly to Bombay, on or bofore the 20lh May, a ship which may arrive at 
Aajengo or THlliuhorry in Dcuember following. After ibllvertng horouLw-ud cargo qi BoiiiLay 
and doing other servtcoj^ she iniisL about the end of March be bid iu at Sumt or Bombay for a 
voyage to China and bick \o Bo nb:iy/’ Tfie ovpaarion of Jksmbay commerce was sought by 
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all means posaibl^, fivan nt tlio ex[hen^ of our otlior ports m Weisteni ludm. lu c^i.^o you 
havo reason to ajiprelisnd,” write the Dlrcotors. in 1743, “that any !;pecitis of goods will, nt some 
perlotU, sell better at Surat tlian Doniljij, wo vrould huvo them disposed of accordingly, nt- 
though in general we olieoso tiiat tlie soles should Le mode on the islutid in order to render It 
the gmnd itmri dd your side of India,” 

But oot only by the mEuntennnoa of law and order, and by the fscilities gmiited to 
traders, was an moreaso of population ussnred. Rccknuition of bud was tahen in hand, of land 
which hod indirectly ennsod tlie death ef many nn inliabimpt in years fiast, Tlio memory of that 
dresui time, when tho aged and the young alike suocomlwd to the pestilence of the clinmte, hnJ not 
vet dopartthl ; and liopo of immigration oenhl scarooly he enterloinod, unless and until Ihebud was 
rendoTod habitahio. So ^ve rca*l of “ ftjt ground, recovered by the ctiusoway built from Sion to 
ainbim " being let to enlttvators on a seven years' lease i of propoBoU by Cuptain Botes and Captain 
dohnsen for ^ stopping llie Great or Malmlakslnni l-rfjve Grove Broach ; ” of how Captain Bates’ 
eclienio was approved and measures were fiikonto (illlheBKach iissoon os possihio, 'J'hc work was 
carried on until 1737, wjieii the Directors ordered that all further outlay should cease; after which 
data ■' such an espenso was continued as seemed necessary for the prosorvation of the dam until 
the work w as sccurod.” But the oaooa was thorohy robbed of much that was once his portion i 
now-lands lay ready for culliration, out of which we note in particnlar “ J,41(} atjuare yards, lot to 
the Kunbis at 4 res each, tlint is, Hs, 14-1-60 per [inntim." This process of reohmmtlcn, idljeit it 
was but in its infancy during the period we are now reviewing, has contributed in a very nmrketl 
dogreo to the growth of the island’s ppuliition. So long as tho inroad of the sea was unci looked, 
so tong was uiiheaUhinoss prevalent ; So long as native craft could float over the situ ofodr modern 
district of Kamathipurft, tho esptmsion of our nuniberi was a practical inuMsaibilily, By I he 
year 1730 our population began to outgrow the Hiniis of the Fort, and cast about for fresh sites 
within easy distance fjf the whurf and warohoases; anJ then indeed, tho value of breach-stopping 
and rcclauiotioii was ftiily realised. In minor matters, sneh fur oxaniplo as the BUjiervision 
of tho market and tho regnktion of prices, tho couveuieuee of the people wiu oJirefuily 
studied. “ Tbu lloodra used many urgninenls, ” we are told, “ against nuy reduction 

of the prices stipulated in their farmer agrcotiionl. " But the Couimil was obdurate, raforwl 

to the present course of tho markets ut tha place, as also to the last received prico-current 
from Surat,” and lot it be clearly uudemtood ifiat the j>eopla were not to In: starved out of the 
Island for tha private lioiiolit of a fow victuallors, Fiiciliiios for journeying to and from the 
island, which fear of invasion had obliged the Ccnmcil in earlier years to do away with, were 
re-ostablishcti : for, when Latalnn.xn Pant' roqueated the reset tleniont of the Mahim and 
Salsctto ferry heat in 1730, the Coauuil, after full oonstdeniilon of the island’s eircumstances, 
deoidfld that “ the passage be again opened and freedom given for all misiiipocted jmscsous 
to liavo free egress and regress to unr idand.” TItat Ibe tide of popuktion was sotting 
towards tho island in these years is apqKiront from the conoluJing portion of the same 
resolution, "As regards Lakahmanji'a further roqncit,” so the record runs, "that leave be 

irivoo for the return of such persons as have forsaken Salsetto and are at present on otir 

bland, as this point is strongly ins'stod iiiwu the part of tho Jlandlios, and ae a refusal 
may be attended wi(h great disgust; it is agreed tlmt free liberty be given to sneh ns have a 
mind to return mnJor the Maratlm GovomTneal. " Those few exaniplea will, pcrliaps, snfH^ na 
proof of tho onccttragement granted to immigration by the domestio ijolicy of ilia Govortimonl. 

The “ Corumheei ” or Kunbis are met with during the period ; appear to be dissatistieJ 
with the tornis of tho Royal Charter, and *' will not manure the hatly gTounds upon the anckiit 
eaUiblished tomu. ” " Esoite tiiese iwoful men, " is the Ccurt'a advioe, “ to continue among 

you hy good uaige; grant them rolief, if, on serious consiiioration, you am persuaded that Uie 
pnjhibitiug of kut or fish manure has sensibly leasencd (die produce of the loads. ” To the 
Kanbis, “who make sail in the several villages", also, consideration is shown by the Icon of 
** 200 hags of Bengal rice at Es. 6i per bag, the patels and ratikudums signing a bouil 
for tho amoanl” t whlb in 1735, a year of great scarcity, the Kunbis of Parcl, Bombay, and 
Mohim were allowed *' an aln'eaient of tho toka C!»*»Banto0l), to the amoiiiit of miidas 44-13-8i.” 
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A c(iTi 3 [i)talioii of liny 7th, 173 b', records tho loan of Rs. 200 to the Ulukudani or head of 
sonin now Bhandnrfs come from the other Bide to sottio in Bombay, to provide them with lioaees 
and other con^oDlencee; and in ITIU membem of the e&iho oommnaity, resident in Ghatit, 
forwarded to Bombay n lengthy petition, stating that Maaaji Angria had bamt tbeit houses 
and cut down their trees, that, the Portugtie^'^ Iwing no longer strong enough to protect them, 
they were deiirons of placing themselves muler the protection of some other Govornmont, and 
promising, that if Bombity would pronde them with a home, they vronld be ^ with all fidelity 
giwl Bubjecta to this Government.” Let them come," replied the Council, “ for they arc a 
useful body of people fit fur notion nad aJ^vnys esteemed faithful to the Government tlioy live 
under; and lot the I^resMont admit them on snob tonns of eutartainmant as he shall please to 
ml just with them for the good of die tor vice.” Nor were the weavers forgotten. In 1735 the 
Company’s oficere at Surat were directed to persuade sundry weavers who liavg deserted from 
Ahmedabnd, Bolka and other parts,” to como to Bombay, and to projiiise theni, in Uio ovent 
of their agreement, all fitting eiioeuragcment and employment.” ^Ve also assisted tbo 
oommUnity with loans—Bs. 4,OOtl in 1735, to enable them to oarry ou the investment of 
Bombay stufi»,” Bs. 5,OiJO in 173U to their mukadam, Jauoji, for the snino purpose i and 
U.', 2 , 000 , on the security of the Hfukadam and Rnftji Dhanji, In the year 1740, to ouable them 
to rebuild their houses, recently destroymi by fire. In 1730, under the auspices of one Baminiji 
Patol, “ who came down hither from Burnt with Mr, Bnuldyll,” forty or fifty Eimilies of weavers 
immigrated to the islatid, and wore provided with small liabitutions, mnt free for two years,” 
Towards the Kolis Rie smne philanthropic attitude Wiia adopted ; for when thev com plainest of 
being farced to act as imianquin-coolios, to the detriment of tboir ancient and ii mo-honoured 
duties as fishemten and agrinultarlsts, the Cduuoil restrioted the number of thoso entitled to such 
S 0 Tvi< 5 n, and farther granted " to nil lioenaod palanquin Kolis half a rupee aihuDoo on their present 
wages”! and in 1741, on a representation mado by Mr, Charles Crommol in. Collector 
of tho Borennes, a sum of Bs. 100 was advauoed to help towards the repair of their fishing 
craft. No community can Iw soil to have Inekod oncoumgeiuenL. To the Bnnias were preaonted 
in 1724 "four horses; idtogother Quserviceable.and if offered to sale, not likely to fetch anjihiug'', 
but rendared moro acceptable by “ their being dressed, on tho suggestlou of the President, w ith 
ii yard end-a-half of rod cloth.” To a?, such a donation may appear of little viiloe t but tho 
ejuartotte of spvined steeds doubtless served its purpose, by keeping ns on good terms with llujse 
who know how to nngmonli our trade. To I^aliias Vitbalthuf, tho CoiOfionj''s broker at Surat 
tho Connicil til mini not u deaf car, when bo sought “ to build a eommodiotis house on Bonita v 
Island ■’ morely stipulating that he should send one of bis family to reside here, in order tiiot 
** other merchants of substance nay be enoouiasod to follow Lis example.” Then tiiore ivero liie 
“ V^anjams or heads of caravans,” who were much inoonTenieneod by an order of 1742, forbidding 
strangers to lodge within the iown. “TheBO Vimjans,” wrote the Council, uro inlmbitantg of 
the Ghat country, who, m tho iaii' season, resort hithor bringing considerable sums of money, 
with which they puroliasa Largo quantities of good?^ ami then return iip^ountry. As tbo trade 
carried on by these Venjaras is baiieficia] to the isjaad, we should bo loth to give them any dis 
gust. Wn therefore resolve that any Vnnjants, who come directly to the house of any nierehant 
or broker, may Im permitted to remain, provided the person to whose house tliey resort moke a 
report thereof imraeillately to the Governor and be answemble for their behnvionr daring their 
oontinnanee on the island,” The adoption of liandicrnfia and tnwles was lavourahly rennrJed ■ and 
wherever them was soamity of any ck-i of artisan, nnuisures were at cnee lakeii to° supply the 
deficiency. Ten goidstn’rtlis were sent httlier from Surat in 11 lU ■ twenty-five smiths in 1741 
“ to whom we may promise Hs.4. for every ewt. of iron thoy may work up end their provisionfl *'; 
while the children of the inhabitants of Mnzogoa wore apprenticed “ to the several trarles of 
carpenters, cm.lkera and sawyore, so as to oomplete and keep np tho number of rarpontere now 
on tho islaml u> twenty, oaulkera to thirty and sawyers to thirty.” The iufiai of tlio wealthier 
coimmmitiea resulted in the presenco of large numbers of slaves, chiefly from Bailagasear, wliom 
tho Company either shipped to Bt. Helena or enlisted .la soldiers ; fur example, in 1741, when 
“ 14 men, 2 boys and A women are reoeived from our Honourable .Motors’ ship Unfiloiv.” 
Tlie Council considering how to employ these individnajs to thulr Honourable Maitera^ 
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ndTuntag^j oannot lidp remsTking ^ ih^ frotti tbe expeneuce <sf tbo^ 31 I ready hero tliey 
are but of little servioOi and the raainteE^nce of tLem fiir exoeed$ the oxpenaa of pay to 
tbe other common labourer. Whether from the obatige of elimate or what other cause we 
cannot say^ the Madagascar shv^ do not appear of a constitution robust enough to hear 
any laborious work ndeqnato to the charge incarred^ We are of opinion the only method will 
be to employ them in the mUitaTy,*' So the Faj'master ia direcLed to rumish the foarteen 
vdih accoutrements, tlio officers beiiig enjoined to render them expert in the use of fire-amia;. 
Tliat the import of these people ^as not always a source of numbed joy to our (lovemor 
and Cotmoil is further proved by a prodauuLtlon of tlie 3rd Juno J 74wherein it is laid down 
that ** tho dnstojn which hitherto prevailed on this Island of persona bnjdng and selling slaves 
from or to whomsoever without any regard to the caste or religion of the persons so purchasing 
or eellingi has been attended witli great inoanveniences and fnh|ueiit]y occasions disputes and 
troubles to the Qovermnent of this ishind, The President and Governor *^by and with 
the advice of bis Ccuudl, therefore^ orders that from and afler publication of the proclamation^ 
no slave either male or female shall be liought or sold to any poToon but luch who are of the 
same caste and religion both with respect to the seller and purchaser,” 

Of individuals, who resided or journeyed hither during thie period^ we note in particular 
Hnetom Dembji and Lowji Nessarwanji W'ndiaH The former had been conneotod with tho island 
since the year when he asstsM with a body of Kolisto repel the ini^asion of the Sidi. 
For this good work be was appointed hy Government Patel of Bombay^ and a nanad was iesued 
conferring the title upon him and his heirs for ever* At the time of which we wriie^ he was 
living qoiptly 111 the isiand, honoured alike by Qovemmeui and by the Kolisj whose domestic 
diepucas he ^^as empowered to settle^ In later years his son Cowosji built the lank, which bears 
his name^ and has given ita title to the ** Cowasji Patel Tank Rood ” of our modem C. Ward* 

The history of Lowji may be said to be in some measure the history of the Bombay 
Dockyard* The Company^ os we have already shown, bad been obliged to have ships built 
for many rears^ in order to defend their coast against the pirates 1 but op to the year 17B 5 
thc$e had been oonstmeted generally in Sumt In that year, the Cempanj^s agent, who hod 
been d^patched to Somt in oonneotiQn with the bnildiug of a new ship, i>eoame acqnamted 
with Lowjij and persuaded him to mlgifate to Bombay- l^wji came with his artificers, and 
having selected lor the Dooks part of the ground upon which they now atandt set to work to 
perfect our marine* In 1736 we hear of his being commiSBioncd to buy timber from the forests 
inland, there being great so&Tcity of material in Bomi»j* In 1737 ho brought his family 
bore ; and from that day forth for several geuemtiom Lowji and his descend ants were the 
master-builders of tho Dockyard* HiS great-great-grancboii was at work there in ffio year 
1810* Besides these twmn there wore other Pa re is of whom hutoiy mokaa no special 
montion^—^Homji Byramj! of the Dadysett familyjf Bonajt Liroji from Bhagwa Dandi near Snrat^ 
Jas^^ji Jivanji^ a suparviBor on the Town Ditch work i Munchorji Jivanji, ancestor of Sir 
Cowisji Jehangirp who came from Kowaari in 17ief to engage in the China trade { Cooverji 
of the Kama fiimilyr a fcUow-intmigtnnt with Lowji in 1735 * and Manekji Sett who huUt 
an Agiori at Bazaar Gate Street in 1734, The last-named was the owner of Kowroji Hill, 
once po^rt and parcel of the Mazagen Manor, now tho chief land-mark of the Dongri 
Section. Other comninmtiea sent hither Shenvi Bapu,” the shroQ'; ^ladhavji Tankojt, 
Sonar, the mon ey-lender; ^^Sahanoba Vkhoji” and “ Pntalaji Parbhu, ” mea of commerce; 

olao ** Sadoabiv Mangesh” and “Sbenvi Pendomog Shivajk ” Krishna Joshi,” the 
astrologer, from Kelva-Mohlm ; Bapji Dhanji and Shet Bamdass from Kathiawar ; Dhakjii the 
Farbbo from Thana; Sokhidos Kagardas Shah from Ahmedahad ; Fitambar Ghakorbhuj Parekh 
and Vrijhhucandos Tapidas from Sumtr and Dabulshat Ganboshethp onoestor of Mr* Jagonnoth 
Shankareliet, from Ghodbandar—oil these were attracted to the lalatid in theea joaTs by the 
liberal policy of the Compnny^s Goveromout, and were in many caws the foundore of rich 
and respected (kmilias. One weudertt whether tho tide of immigiration bore hither any members 
of the Boni-Israd oomraduity. It is not unlikely:—for over sinaa the dark days of tho thirteenth 
oantuiy when their anceetora ware abipwreoked near Cbaul, they had gr^ually inor^aaod in 
Li 
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Diiinbeni and spread thomsdves among UiB TtUiiges, and partwnlntly fljnong the coast Iiarnkts of 
the Konkan, Uivimpeiujliable authority docbres that they oomnieiKied to MtUo in Bombay, after 
the island had passoJ over to the English; and irasmuch as tho comm unity coneistwl for the 
most part of nrtisans, rasBonB and carpenters—classes which were much in request daring these 
years—it is quite prohabk that some of the more advenhirons spirits may have voyaged hither 
from tho mainland by the year 1744, and formed the niicleuB of that most respectable oom* 
munity, which novr dwells [q tsmel Mobolla and neighboGring loonlitios. 

Enongh, porhapa, has been said to show that our population largely increased in this 
period, that N iebuhr^s ^imato of 70,000 was justified; hut if any final ovidenoo be neodod that this 
result waft atiniuod, hy the careful policy of the Company in liotb extenuil and interiuJ inatters, 
we would ask the reader to peruse a record of the 2Sth January X742, describing the measures 
token for tho protection of oOr growing town.Considering the ettuation of tliia Isiand,” ohftcrv^ 
the ptesulont, ‘'with respect to the several ncighhon ring go vemnients, tho ™rio ns and large 
numbers of people who coutinnally resort hither, either on trade or otherwise, fumiahes cunse of 
auiioty. Further even aa regards those properly esteemed inbahitunta, we are not aufficieatly 
acquainted either with their character or their trustiness. Bearing in mind that it b tho un¬ 
doubted and fundamental maiim of all shites to enforce such cautionary meaitircs as may l>e best 
oaloulated for the prevention of any designs whether attempted from ojioii force or secret trea- 
ohery, 1 am inducod to propose the follow mg points for the oonsideratiou of tho Boartl, as tending 
to greater safety and iocurity:—?hat os tho Bazar Gate, whero b a coniinuul concourjta of people 
either to and from the totvu, has at present only a few privntes ou duty under & Serjeant’s com¬ 
mand, it would be bettor, both in point of seourity as well ai discipliue, that an Ensign be 
statioueil in ihat post with two Serjeants, two Corjiorals, and thirty private men, ajid that a proijcr 
apartmeut bo provided for the nocommodation ol‘ the Officer. Further that for the shutting 
the town gates hours should be fijtcd, naiiiely for tlie Apollo and Cliurch Gates at sauset and lor 
the Bazar Gate within half an hour after aunset." ITjo President's proposals, of which the 
above remarki* aro hut tlie prelude, deal with a variety of matters, such as the entrance of 
men from the boats and vessels in Moody's Bay, a oensus of the inhabitants of the Fort, and 
the reservation of sitea, for the dwellinga of E(iro|.>oftim, topnsses, sepoys and the 1 tetter 
sort of Christians. ” 

How difi'ereut were our oiroutustences by this year of our Lord J742 ; how 
changed the island from the days of Sir Nicholas Waite ! The ■' tinlieulthful, depopniated 
and ruiueii " ^nssseasion of hift day had been blest with increased population, with commercial 
pTOgres, and wos rapidly advancing along the path to pre-eminence in WcBtorn India. 

Ere the curtain rings down upon these years, wo would pause a moment for a brief survey 
of the Town and Liland. To the extreme south lies “the point called Keleo (KolaLa), ” 
with a few scattered houses, yielding the Company 4,000 to 5,000 Xeraphius per annum; und 
neat to it Old Wouian's Island, upon which some liousea and a gGdiiowder-mi]| have been erected, 
and which wo lei to filr, Kieliard Broughton for a rental of Rs. 200 a year. Across the strait 
lie tho old Apollo Parish and the Esplimoda; the latter not greatly altered, save tliat its [lalms 
have been thinned, the former still remarkable for its burial ground, Mendhatu’e point, " where 
arc some tombs that mako a pretty show at entering tiie haven." From the burial ground the 
traveller reaches the Ditch and Apollo Gate j entering the latter, and plodding northvrarJ he 
marks on his right hand the Royal Ba^ion, and beyond them die Marine Yani and Hooks; on his 
left lies a jiunhled mass of dwellings and shojift, atrctching from tlm roadj westwanl to the Town 
wall; ho leaves on his right hand the Hospital ami Hocior’e House, the House of the Superin' 
teudont of ilarine, the Marine Store-house, and the Company’s 'VParehouBOS, and iieuscftnot till he 
stands in the midst of a large tree-dotted space, the old Bombay Green. Immiidiately to west¬ 
ward ho secs tho Cliuroh (St. Thomaa* Cathedral), and letting the eya wander paat it, catches a 
glinipsu of the groat Chnrcb Gate (uitaatod whera tho motlom fuuntaiu now stands, opposite te 
the Post Office), and the bridge over the Town Ditch. On hb right, at tho most oastorly i»iiitj 
stands the Fort proiver, with ita Flag Staff Bastion} Tank Btistiou, nnd-the houso of the Governor. 
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Jfarthwanl be jrtiseg across ibe Green, leanng on hi& right the Mint, the Trnik Home, tie Towa 
Barracks and tie Custom HoiLie, lie latter two IniUrogs being Jiwetly on the water's cJge; 
and sees directly in lb pnth a foundry nnd aiiiith's slops* TLetia form the aoutbeni limit of tie 
Bazar Gate Street, np whidi he wnndet^ past Jlapk Por/^ past slop:^, godowna and the 
dwellings of nattvog, past all the OHted hnos. and aide alleys, wllah intorsoot the native town on 
either side of Bazar Gate Strotn from Town wall to Town waif, and Jinaliy arrives at tie 
Bazar Gate, which b the most uortbemly entrance to the Town, Our two modern Hectious of 
Fort North and Fort Sonth praotiaiUy eoiqprbe the ground included within tl^o old Town 
wall, though the fotal area boa been increased by rechunation on the Sea war il side. From the 
CSastlo whidi w;is defied by the Viceroy of Goa abont 17d0 tis having ^4i;c mociom 
bastions and being well defended with aitllbry ” one looked across to the Islaiici of Fatocm 
(Butcher's Inland), also well fortliied with sh or Ewven guiLi and a garrison of about seventy 
losears/^ One Mr, HoUomore lived there about to whom >ve let the trees on the 

island for Es. 15, 

North of the Bazar Goto were more native bonseSp oarLsp and the Dongri Fort, erstwhilea 
a prbou, hnt tmnstbnnod into a fortress once again In the year 17S9. From the btter one 
looked across a wide expanso of low-lying ground to Malabar Hill, which wo kt to Jiji Moody 
in 173S for Bs. 150 a year, and again in 1744 to ^^Savaji Dhaminset, Rupji Dhonji cud Villml- 
das Keshavram jcintly» for Rs. 175 ayear*^' On the Back Buy side of tho mten ening gTOiind are 
the great palm-groves, oarl'i and villages, which wore noticed ia earlier years ; and nortliward 
of them b now' Jand| reclaimed from the sea by the Lovo Grove Dam. The hitter heu:! not 
sufficed to entirely shut out the OCeau ; that benetit was eifepted later by the bailding of the 
Vflllard ; but there was a larger area open for coltivation ; plots yielding fl to lO mndas of 
rice whieh rapnisents Ks. 324 per annum, and sotno salt rice-laud ikying a quJi^rent of Xs, 300*” 
Together with “40,000 cogoa |Milms worth Xs. d to Xs, 9 a piece,” the eslLmated jearly 
rontul of the town or Kasha of Bombay was Xs. 30,424, representing a sole value of 
Xs. 3,04^240.” The higher portEOCS of the ground thus reclaimed must have shown signs of 
habitation by the year 1744* The people were beginning to huild them dwellings in areas now 
compr&ed in tile Cbakla, Oomerkhari, Bhideshvar and Mandvi Sections* Whether the Fig-Tree 
Creek and the Foot-wiish^ Pydhoni, ware anything more thnu mere naniest we cannot with 
certainty say ; but are inclined to believe tlmt the works at Uuhedubbmi bod by 1744 lErft them 
high and dry* Northward again was Mazagon viJkge, yielding aboot 184 niniks of rice and 
350 brali-]salnfi3p reproBentmg a yeurlj i-evenae of Xs, 4,000 (Rs, ijTOB^'^^V'and the Fort '^(flrmeil 
with three guns and garrisoned by one sergeant and 24 men."" Masagon contained one of the 
six great Kolivadas of Bombay, ** which together yielded Xa. 7,000 a year* ” Other Koli liamieta 
were found at Warli^ Parch Sion, DhuTavi and in Bombay pro[>er. It was* not a long ™lk from 
Mazagan to the village of raroli " with its hamlets Bhoivada, rcimdla and Salgudo, once tlie 
property of the J^uits, yielding 154 inud£s of rice, mul soma brab palms, repre^ntiug a yearly 
revetUie of Xs* 4,000 and thence one w^aodered into the village of Vadala, divided into Aivadi 
aiid Govfidi, end formerly owned by the Jesuits of Agra, which yielded a yearly revenue of sjorne 
1,900 Xs, There were the village of Xdgcion (Xaigaum) worth Xs, J,000 par annum, the 
bamleta of " Hamanavali eumI Golteni (North of Fare!), riel ding Xs* 400 per annum^ Dljirdvi 
the pakhadi of Sion, worth Xs. 225 a year^ and the hig village of Sion, once the property 
of Miguel MilzecUo Coutinho, yielding a yearly sum of Xs. 1400.” In Sewri and Vaduln there 
woro selt-pnua^ belonging to the Company and jdelding 34 t£sIs or heaps, w'orth Xa* 1,100 
annually*” South of Dhnravh between Mahim and Sion, lay tlie rillage of Matuuga, or Mntii- 
quem, which yielded every year 65 mmlas of rice, or Xs. 1,700, and also ouulainod satt pans 
(at Raulj}j from which the (Company deriyed a rent of Xs. 1^200. Lastly there was iho Kodba of 
Mahim, and the village of Varli. Tho former, according to ccutemparary Portugnese rocoiiis, 
contained 70,000 cocoa [hiIids^ of which about 23,000 belongeti to tho Englbb (.■ompany. 
Some gardens and paddy fields which have Men to the Company from wuixt of heirs, yielded 
592 mudifcj of rice. Coiupuny has also bnd yielding 18 mudas of rice, ouce Jt^uit property 
and other lands yielding 18 mud As, once held by other quit-rent jjayors* That is a total yearly 
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rental of Xs. 5D,000/* But besides ih^ sources of revinoe, ibote* wsa also a Baadvasbio or 
distil laiji whicli fcogetlior witli one other w, the Kasha of Bombay proper, raalisod 2,000 
Xs. a year ; and a ferry, whioh was farmed out with the Sioo ferrj'^rvioe, for Xs. 13,0W^ 

The total rental of oor island for the year 1727 was eelimated at 1,44,150 Xs.,-—a 
considerable advimoo upon the rarenue of Xs. 3,S35, whioh the Porta|{uose wore proud of dmw- 
iag ia 1537, To protect the islmid, its population of 70,000, its gardens, groves, riee^lands, 
fisheries, giave-yurds, and salt-pans, there were in exbtenoe at the end of the period the Great 
Fort, with Bastions and Town-wall ^ the Masagou imd Dongri Forta | “ the Fort of Sivri on the 
shore in front of the Snlsette village of Mania, with a garrison of 50 sepoys and one Spbohdar^ and 
eight to tea gnus**; ^ the anuill tower and one breaat work with ame to ten gOos, 60 soldiers and 
one captain, at Sion, facing Kurla*’; the ^ triple-bastioaed Fortress of Mahin^*^ op the shore in 
front of BflpJm, manned bj' 100 soldioni, and armed with thirty gnns j and lastly the fort of 
Worli^ on the high point facing the Chapel of our Lady of the Mount, armed with seven h> 
eight gnus and manned by an ensign and 25 soldiers.’’ 

Bneh were the ontward foituros of the land at the close of a period, which witnessed not 
only an unieHoration of the general oonditiouB of life,, and a great rise in the number of inhabi¬ 
tants^ hdt abo the oommenoement of that politioal and commercial aoLivity, which was destined 
to raise the island to the proud position which she holds at the opening of the twenBeth century.. 
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Fbriod Tfl* Focbth,—1741 to 17C1. 

Tliii.t)ii)v iiiorooss of {xjpdiation took plnce bfitnoon tlio olo&e of tlio List [wriixl Hiid tko 
y™r ne-4, which coiistitiitas our no^t lialtiog-ploce, us pfimd facie opon to doubt. NiDhuhr^ 
who wna iu BoTiilmv in 1764, wrioinly dwlsires that onr inlmbilants uumborud 140,OUO : hut 
opjosed to this view, is a stalomant in tho lliatorical Aocount that 60,000 wua tho grosB total of 
our jH>iiolntion in tliat year. Upon which of thssa two ostl mates most raliauca should \m pliioed, 
it h of cuune uuposiiblo now to decide, Biit personally wa iim molined to believe thiit both nre 
wide of the truth ; for on tlic one liand, as we bIiqU attempt to isliow, no event likely to ueanwou a 
decrotwe of ton thousand, occurred during these twenty years, while on thu other h'*nd so great, 
an inersaSB as 7U,000 is ucareely credible considering the shortnosa of the periiHl and the fact that 
in 178 > Iha totol nunilwrof our inhabitnnfcj was 113,7i0. It apiwiirs to m a more reiusouablo 
supiiositlon, that tlie popuUtion graduidly iiicionaed between 1741 and 1780 from 70,000 to 
113,000; and that by 1764, which is npprosinistely the niidmost point of this jiericd, U uiimbBivd 
eotno eighty or dgluy-livo thousand. The foundations of our balifif in an iiicreDse nro firytly the 
conditiou of the island by tho year 1764, and soooiidly the fact that throughout this period the 
Cuinpany in no wise rohised its nfiorts to expand tho ooiniimhit}' by the same pruder.tud nnd. 
boQcficent methods whioh hiid met with such markoJ buci! 0 « in pTOcetling yours. 

Regarding the first point—Uie condltiou of tho Island—it is aoowssary to dwell briefiy 
njion the external oireiinifitadces of these years, and ddmover irliat elf eat they exercised uimn llie 
policy of lUa Uompnny and it* servants. The period opens with a declnrattou of war by France 
and Siado against England, which, as tlio Uirootors warned the Bombay Government, roijuirftl 
ail our servants to exert tJI poaslbla sagacity for tho preservation of our prupociy, twle and 
estate," Aided by the presoncoof a squadron of His Ifajesty’s Ehipis, which Imd l»aen despatched 
to cm iso against the French and Spaniards In the Indian Seas," our Council set tliemsolvfti 
to carry out tlio wishes of the (JoOrt of Directera, “ Although Bombay is in gciod condition 
against all oonnlry eueimes, " tliey wrote in 1746, yet aa the Eoropean manner of attacking a 
town differs widely from lliat of the Itulians, some ndditioiud works are Judged necessary toward* 
the son aide, the better to anaev such 3 hj[»a of the enemy m may be stationed m the road to 
bombard the town, # » * • Taking all the winnimstaneos into consideration, it is 
unanimously agrood that the Fresidont write to the Chief of Surat to raise wiili a]] possible 
ex[»edttion for the present season S,000 men-of-anns, consisliug of Arabs, Tiirks. and otlieta 
of different nations, proforahle to their being all Moors or of any other one nation. Further 
ns the Sidis ate a very resolute imd warlike people and, from tba assistance they liavo oReu 
reccivcsl, likely to be attached to ihh Govammouf, it is roiolved to scud to dtmjiru Captain 
dames Sterling, who speaks the lopgmge, with tho Pre^tdeut’s letter to the Hidi, asking 
leave to enlist 200 inoii. Except a iicirty of 200, the Sidii and tho 2,000 lenmits from 
Surat will be encamped in the body of tho island rendy on the shortest uoticto to Imaentto 
any part where they may bo wanted. ” Groat activity was manifested, and sustmned efforts 
were made to strengllion our garrison and fortifications until 1748, in wliioh year, us 
the Chart wrote, “ a tr.jaty of geuenil isKice is Iiappily coiicludoil between Great Britain, 
Franco, and Holland, to whioh Germany, Spin and tho other powers engaged in tho 
bto war liavo aottfldod;' Fear of Froueb iiggrosion was thai for the time being removed: 
but was evoked, once again ore the priod endwl, by the arriviil in October 1756 of a paokot 
“ from the Hononrable the Secret Conimittaa (in England), encii?aiog . some of hie MajestyV 
printed declarelions of war against tho French king." This second war baled till tho end of 
the year 1702, mil indirectly resulted, ih the former had, in the strengthening of onr position 
in Bombay. *'We continue putting this island," wrote the Bombay Government in 175«, 
in the Iwst paturn of defonce under the dir*K!tian of Major Mace. Ynnr ifonniire may depend 
our utmost eudeavoaia will alwaya be exerted for ita set-UJity. We have no account of the 
onomv having yet any force on this coasl." The state of the cnstla wa* carefully noted by 
a committee of five, ite ourtaiufl were faceit with atone, its upper worlw monntet) with heavy 
cannon, its buildings rendered bomb-proof, while the European inhabitants and the mUitm wore 
formctl into companies to ho ataBoueil at various parts of the walls. Largo atores of nroriaions 
so 
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wflrebidmasanwHHsarvprecamion. propostls for tlm bettor dd-enoa of tha 

island wore drawn op V Major Fmsor in 17(30, and adopted by the President and CoLncil. 

In 1 7fi0 tho French safTered *evenJ rovi'isoB ; for a letter of October 14th from Fort St.Goorgo 
dcsoribea them “ aa oifeetmllj shot up within their walU^and Iwgionh.g to give tehens of 
dbtreaa by foreiog the black inhabitauts to Iccto the plaoe ; ” wliilo abed a month later the 
Direotorawi-otetoRimhayseyine. “ In the course of this year it has pleased God to bless 
the British arms with most remarkable aucoeaa asainst tlie French id all parts of the world. 
The most vigorous measnios are still pursuing as the host, indoe.l as the only, meani of 
bringing the enemy to eqmtahle terms of uooMiiUKKlalioii and Attaining that dosirnblo ohjeet, a sate 
and°honourablo petwo.” Two yeaR lator the w^r was brought to a clft» by tho preliminary 
orticlea of peace, signed at Fontoinoblean on Novomhor the 3rd, and tiio prospect of danger 
to our hlan-l, which had been lioightcnod during the early poiiion of that year by the ailhesiqn 
of Spam to tlie enemy’s side, was finally obviated. 

Sot from France and Spain only was tranhle anticipated during these years. The Dutch 
also seomeil likely to prove dangerous ri^ids. *' shall doj^end likewise;’ write the Direotora in 
1757 upon yonr using all prudent ineasnres tc prevent the Dutch settling in the Sidt s country 
at Hajpuri” j—a letter which was followed u year later by a despatch Couched in tlie following 
terma;—■ Tl is with iiifioite concern we plainly see that the dostniction of Angria proves a happy 
event to onr rivals in trade. After all our imincTiao eapeiises the Compiny’s atTaira are brought 
into a worae situalion. For, aUbough from year lo year we lave been ainiiswl with llie uiost 
spoeioTU protnisBs that tlio Dutch should he drove from Hajapiir, and this indeed is one of the 
Strongest articles in the treaty, yet the >’aun has not driven thorn out. And now Glierla 
h ■'Olio, wo aio in doubt if ho over will. iS’ow fis wo esteem it a matter of ihe last imiwitauca 
toljonibaT that tho Dutch ahonid be dislodged for over from Eajupur, we call upon you in 
tho most serious manner to esort yourselvoa, using every prudotit and political step with 
ihe Marathas nrwl Sldis to shut out those dnagerous competitors iu traiJe,” Till the 
end of the poriml, indeed, the possibility of Dntoh aggression was contompfatod by 
t>olh the Directors in England and their servnnls In Bombay; for in 17 C2, wo find the 
former concliiding a letter lo Government with tho foilcrtvir.g remarloj “ It ia turtlier 
neoMsarv to inform you that relations with the Dulch nation are at present bo 
critical that wesliould not be BUr{irlfod if they took soniB unjiMtificble inessurea to our projuiUco 
In th'i East Iiidi^ particolarly in Bengal. In these oireumstniices, yon cannot lie too watchful 
to prevent any dangers apprehondeil from the Dutch,” 

Hie obligation to Tender tho island more eaenro, wKieli resulted from the hostility of 
Eiiro[iOiin poweis, was further miiphiisizod by tha unsettled condition of Western Imlian [lolitics. 
From 1748 to 17.52 there was serious trouble in Surat, owing to an attempt by bafdar Kliau and 
Sidi Masnd to .'oize the reins of Government in that city: ^ City gates all shut, batteries built by 
both parties iu every quarter of tho town, daily skirmishes, fltrei;t fights, and iucondiarism,’’tuch 
was the condition of oBairs as reported by tho Surat Factors to the Bombay Govenimoiit, who 
oiidvBvoiired to, as far ns possible,protect their own iuteiestby the des^wtob thither of “20U sejioyn 
with their officors ” in 1743, and of “ IS Eiiroponns with an officeratut 12 Bopoys on tho Drake 
Ketch” in 1750. The strict neahalitj', Imwaver, which the Bomljoy Council onjoiniHl on their 
oumptriots til Surat, lod to no solution of the trouble, in 1751, tho latter wi-atE* tiuit ainca the 
capture of ths Durbar the Sidi and Safdar Khaa’s slaves liave seised on four merdimite and 
shroffs and forced from them upwards of lla. 10,000. Tiiat Achaa’s people had that day made 
a silly and destroyed the batteries vfhieh tlie other people were raising against the castle, the 
oannon of which also greatly annoyod them, Tliat Aelian ropcirts ha has ]>rorl5ionB annl 
ammunition for two years and that ho will defend the fort to tlie utmost. On tho other baud, 
the Sidi doolarcB he Intends to take and make himself Governor of the Castle ami establish 
Safdar Klian Governor of tho Darluir, That the Qhiaims (th.vt is, Gliauim rohberu or 
Manitlias) ate rotir&tl out of the town and stop provlstoue and trade of all kinds from coming 
into it, threatening lo return with a number of men to revenge the Sidb burning tlie houBa of 
one of their principal ofiBoers.” Eventually, after opdeavouring to arrange matters with the 


79 


help of *' Xaiia tho Pan Jit PraJhan " BaUji BajErno), tho Boinbay Governor conclmlpLj a 
treaty of peaue with SEdi llasaJ, wliercby the castle vas given to him. ami the city to Sofdar 
Kluin cn payment to the Company of componsatiGa iLmouiitiiig to Ra. 2.00,000. Until 17C0 
tiofurthoT IroubJo was osparlencwl ; and, accoriling to u latter of 1757, tho Company was on 
terms of conlinlity with tlic native government. Biit in 1760. shortly after reifeipt cf the news 
that the Coni|.iany hail boon made eomniandants of Surat Castle, we find the Court of Direi-tori 
ciiin?isiDg their hoitcht at " the dungeroos nnd dLsgmcefal situation ” of iiflhira tn that city, and 
opining that‘‘the promoter of these misfortunes wjis the Dateh broker Manchor fllunflhHirJi), 
a miscreant who, although in a foreign interest, has been inuatsliamefLilly siitFerod to influence all 
flur public qoimerns.'’ Tlie Company, however, IieM manfully to tiie laiirtlo ; and by keeping 
111 rcudiiiesa *' a respectabio fome,” by the niainieoiLiice of '* groat order and seveto discipline,” 
by cbooLsiog their Mnimaoders rather on the score of temper and ability than of sonicrity, by 
keeping fair with the Governor of Surat City,” aud lastly by gaining Uio support of the 
merchant oomuiiinity, they nianagoJ to avoid further trouble during the remaitider of the 
{>eriodi. 

Of SiJi some Itfw alr«Hidy boaii mado, Notwithitundhig tliat his i|Ti?irfiels nt 

Sural cfkused iha Caiji|i4iny soinia mdnoyanco and iiiitiporary loss, liis atlltiidn in gout ml wua one 
of frkndliu« 5=4 lo whiob otir Council ragpondiNl by jiormittiDg him to enlist troops on the klimd 
in niTj mid by supplying Uiiii witli iniplemeuts of war, ** Stdl ^InauJt according to tbo words 
of tbo rword, roquesting to lie Bnp['liod with two fouir-];iooiideir ^ix six-pounder iron guiss 
for llio nso of liis gmb^ iho storekooper h direotod to dolivar tbani accordingly at the rate of 
Rs* 13 por o^vt.^ tho prioa charged our own juliAbitflOts, ttiklng cato duly lo reoeivo iho amount 
before the guus^ipa delivered 

TUo Gouipany^s relutiou^ with Angria wore of nioro iiuportauce+ At the otitsot of the 
periiid, ho apiioana to have liecn eitrotneJy obuoxions; for the Court on the lidi JEiue 1748 
informed the Council liiat they must employ the qniiEom in the best maimer for the piuteetion 
of trade on the ecuuit against Angrui,"* and that they should aba keep Iim brother ^(anaji in 
due subjection.*' In 1753 one liwna tliat ** Manajl An^!;ria liasing been guilty of lutiny inanlta 
to the V 4 iS 5 els belonging to the inliahitants^ of this i=ibnJ+ and in |iarticular lalely seized font 
vciicls coming from Mdskal which he plnmlcred of gomls to the amount of Bs- Uu'KJ; it ia 
resolrod to deter himfroto the Itko in future by tlieia^ue of ordera to Oie commandora of the 
HonoaiabloCoiniratiy-a vessels to treat him ns a oommon enemy by takingi sinking and destroy 
ing kb grabs and galhttta or otherwUo distressing biin. Tilts we doubt not will seem bring 
iitm to reason/^ Three years later the object for which the CkiEUpany liail wsikhcJ and ackecned, 
vviks attained : they bad waited for many yeare^ in auticij>aUon of the hour, when with 
increased strenglk they might ELSiiiine the ofFensire and rid tbemsf^lvoi for ever of the pimtu*» 
opposition^ la 1755 they coalesced wltli the Jlarathiis and sent forth an expaditlau againit 
Tuloji Angna, which, meeting with uuquEdifiod success, irsulted in tho inclusion of Banket 
nmoug out possesHioii?^ ill \yextern Indian ^ By articles of agreemom with the Aliirathas in 
iramli lasl/^ bo tho Pres^ident informed the Boai^h when our troops wimt with liietn on jui 
expediuon against l ulaji .Aiigri ft, it was sUpulaled that the forts at Pa a cole (BaEikotJ and 
llinimatgad with their dopei-dont rilbgcs shonld be yielded to our Honoiirnhle 3Lister^ and the 
other conquered places to the Manithns. In coniH<K|iioncB of tlib alipululion the Marathas liavo 
oflferod and are BOW ready to cauiply with their ongsigenuint/* Thu Board, “hoping tho 
prfrSfiSsion of [t will prove agreeahlo to our Honounkhle M astersj*' tlioreupon noiiimato^i 
Mr. William Andrew Price sis Cliiof of Bankot, re he Is pertoclly auquouitcd wish tljemarmcrs 
and customs the country-pooplo Etud their language j and sent thither with him a aoiu[tany 
of nttillerVj another of sepoys and a detachmetit of tlio train lo lie hold in readiness to garrison iti. 
But the Angrla wus not yot oonqueri^d ; from his s^tronghold of Gheria (Viziadrug) lie ooui J jot 
sally forth and imperil our tWu and Ehipping, Sevoriidriiog hod faLloii ** by tho rigour anj 
judgment of CommoduTo Janu^, of the Bombay MsirinOf and the reftolution of hla haiiElfut of 
troops Qud sailors/^ Om more expedition wad ueocssury to roduco oEir uncieut enemy to 
ahaoluto kirudcsaucfis. Hence comes it tltat wo reail of tho President iufortning the 
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CominUto« on Jnnufifj 15Hi ]750, coiise^juence Df the assiircincie^ ghw h;m 

115 iinifnDnitlon and damage in iittacking Gheriap Raar Admiral Wataon had ngreiMj 

to proceed with the squadron under bi^ comm and to act in conjniictloii with I ho 
Mamtlias/* Though wa waro qsJonsihlr trorkirtf^ in fionoert with I ho ManithaSp opomtbna 
wore precipitated so as to occlude them, from nil slnire of the enlorprlsot siispicSons wore 
entertained of oonriiiunicatEuii botwoon thflin and An grin. On tSie 7tli F^bniar v started 

tlio expedition whicb, aecording Iti Grant Dnff, consisted of tlireo ship of the linoj one sbip of 
50 and another of 41 gunsj with soveral armed Tesselsj ntnountmg in all to 14 sailj end manned 
by 800 Fompean soldiers and 1^000 Xativo Infantry^ On the iBth February'at tj-gj pniiii, the 
flag zn Oiieria Fort was stniek^ and an officer with sixty men marched into the f^irt and took 
possession t at 6-36 p.m.^ the English Bsig was hoisted- ** The following day Colonel Clive with 
elI] the land forces znarchod jtito the fort^ and then de^ptohed an express boat to the Honour* 
able Richaitl Rourchier, Esqrdre^ Presideist and Governor of BimibaVp with airhiqes of havitig 
taken Gheria and burnt rJI Angrb^s fleet, which conaisted of Mhe RetiloftUion/ eight keleh 
gmbsj azid two large threc-mast grabs on the stocks ready for ktincliing^ besides n number of 
smaller croft/^ ThnSf aided by the genius anil spirit of Arcot^a defender^ ihe Company neaped the 
reward of many years of patient prcparalion. The need for a dofonsive atlltnde had passed away; 
and the once Jtivinoihlo corsair retired from the political arena to found a family of Konkan 
landhtiUers, who should m after time l^o hound by the decUtEyns of the Etigitsh Government- 

With the ^laruthos we still ooUivated the friendtinoBS of preceding yearvi. Delivcmuce 
from the attacks of Native |KSWers was a uPCOBsartly gradual jyroces^; one by one, the Portngnese, 
the Sidi and Angriap hful been removed from our path. The ^ imperial banditti alone rnniainedi 
and wore destlnocl yot to meet us in open battle^ But for tbo presentj their great strength and 
infidilo capacity for harming our isbnd obliged the Bombay Govornmont to cherish peacofiil 
relations with them, keeping watoh in the moanwhilo against aziy net of trsichery or aggression* 
** Wo arc very glsAj ” wrote the Directors m 1740^ that you continue on good terms w ith 3 - 001 
nezghbuiirs the MaratlukS. For the benefit of onr island yon will do well 10 cultivate a friend- 
ship with them, (dway'S being watchful against any surprise” : and ten years later, while 
duou^tng Dutch rivalr 3 % they remark that “ It gives m pleasurs to observe that burmony' and 
friendHhip coiLtinue botwoen yon and your neighhoiirB tho Maruthoe. Wo cannot too fcarncstly 
reconiiiiend 3^00 to exercise the utmost care and attention in preserving friendly Telutions^ 
Among other advantagos from Ihoir friemkhip wo hope to bo informed that the MEinithos w ilt 
not permit the Dutch to establish a factory^ at Basein,” In 17.'j 7, when the prospect of a 
Frodch invAsiou wu^ unmiiieutp the Nana Ei>., Peshva Balaji) offered through Ramnji Pant to 
accommodate European ladies and ehlldmn at Tliaua ^ while in 1760, acconliiig to im entry in 
the Goveimnont diary, GovIndSbiiTntnpant delivered at the Compan_v ^3 new house an elephant, 
prcsoiittid by Nnna to oiir Honourable Musters/* Apparently tlie elophaTit proved moro valuable 
as A symbiil of niuitj than aa a pc^^sion; for in tlio same year Bombay informcil the Directors 
tliat ** a very fair opportunity presented for casing yon ol the charge ineuired by the elephant 
given your Jioneur^ by Nana, imniely, by Bendiug It to Phams Khan at Surat oa a mark of your 
favour, and iu oonsidoration of hi^ services and assisluuce in procuring the Phinnan for 
the Castle and Tanka. Te Phama Khan^s great disappolntmont the elephant niiluckily died 
on the madn Wo intend to consider Phams Klimi^s survioea In soino other a 5 frugal a manner 
As we can/* 

Now thoM political events'^—the hostility of France, Belland and Spain, the insclcnue and 
final overthrow of Angrla^ tho elow proximity of the Mamtha^—resulted <lirtcfly in the 
stTcngtliAning of fortification? and an mored^ of i^en powen In 1746 we read of enlarge¬ 
ment of tho Dock Pier Heail, “ 50 as to mount nine guns in the face townTdi?^ the 
read, and two more for flanking the fece of the Royal repnirn to waifs of 

commnnioafcmu | and tliH excavation of dry ditcher. Ten years later fascine hattories made 
of cocuaniit trees and biunboos and monntefl with heavy cannon ” wore erected between the 
bandar and the fort ; two prahuiit were construe fed *' to block op the enEninco between the 
two Pier Heads ; and Major Chalmom wiili the klug*s and our own artillery captains is consulted 
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ngarJing out pnsent aitoattoia uoiil whi^ b necossary to rsndor tli4 place more dafonnble/’ 
Two nnmiH wKIcb come idcst promiDently bsrbra ns dating tbosi' rears are ttiose of Oaptam 
Jacqaes de Fnnak and Major Maoe, the Euginoon. Eaol) of tbaso in turn strove to tdni tfao 
foitinto au impregnable cHitdel. “The bmtlon of the castle called the Cavalier bastion,** 
wrote the CdudciI in 1760, hna been raised 16 feet, tilled up with enrtb and gomplhtod for 
monntlng eleven guns ; and the passage wbioh communlaated with the tower part has Iwien eon- 
verted into a small megiizme for 6xed shells. The low curtain between that boation and the 
bastion bas been raised nearly to a level with the Cavalier, comptated and nnmnted with 
ten iJa-potnnlors. The embroeuros are disposed so ns to have a more extenaiva eommand over 
the greatest part of the nncboring greaml before the fort. Two bomb-proof oosemates either 
for troops or storea are nearly fiaiabedfOne behind part of that which was n low enrtain as above- 
mentioned, and the other behind tlie low ettrtaiu on the other aide of the Cavalier bastion. By 
tbb moans also a good eomuiunication is made for transporting guns, and that curtain will be 
broad enongb for conveniently working the guns thereon, which it wm net before. The pnimpota 
of the fiioo and flank towards the sea on the fiagetaff bastion, which before was a mouldoring 
sodwork, have been Cuied with brick and nusonry. Another ambresure has been made on that 
face and five 32-ponndeis mnnnted tliCrecn, A battedeani or dam with a slnioo haa 
been mmle acrom the ditch near the Apollo Gate to secure (die water in cose of any accident to 
the sloioe at tho angle of the Royal Bastion. The dock wall bos boon continued and jotnod to 
-the Inst face whioh ia almost np to its proper height, Tlie wall, called here the dook wall, ia 
bnilt so tks to answer the pnrpcae in cisa anotlier side should be added when another outward 
dock will bo complete. The two low flauks at the Royal Bastion have boon raised nearly ten 
feet higher, and three ombresnres provided in eaoh. The jiarapots on tho Royal bastion have 
been with brick and masonry. The covert way and pampeti to the northward have been 
coatinned and tho communicator to Dongri Hill bos bean csirriod above half way. The two 
fatiks and one face of the nivoiin before the Baaai Gate liave been completed and tormca 
plstfonne raised. Oue fkice with five erohmsurca and flonb to each nnd tlie other fane 
with a drew bridge are for advanced. Several of ihe deep holes and pits adjacent to the walls 
have been fitted with sand from a rifilng ground opposite to the Primje's lustion, A battery to 
secure the ground before the Apollo Gate and preveat any attompto to laud near Old Woman's 
Island is not quite finished, A wall has been raised about eight feet and carried from the north 
shonlder of the ChvaUer bastion, northward obliqnelj before the low curtain between that bastion 
aad that of tlio tank. On this wall there will bo throe returns or fiioea towards the before men¬ 
tioned anchoring greuod opposite the Cavalier bastion. This is extremolj necessary, as the 
battery which was behind It and raised with coconnnt trees was wasted away and rendared 
nsoless.” Dong if Fort was partially dismantled, On the ground that it was In dangerous 
proximity to the town ; while the general protection of the island was sought in the strengthen¬ 
ing of the outforts. “ As the safety end preservation of tho island,” runs the Government rocord. 

so mnnh depend on the artillery, it is unanunonsly resolved to Lav in a quantity of timber proper 
to gnu oorriages, as tbia ia deemod the cheapest season of the year for entering into a contract,'’ 
Th a strength of tho garrison was a snbject constantly before the Presidsut and Conneit in these 
yanin; Sidis, oa we have already seen, wereenUsted; " the Gononreble Oumpnny'gcovenant 
servants, with such other English inhabitants os are capable of bearing anna, were stationed 
nfioD the works in oceoidance with the ordore of tho Governor”; and in 1759 Mr. Thomas 
Byfield drew up an wtimate of the nemher of persons avaHable for the defcoce of Bombay. 
Fifteen thousand seven hundred and fifty men were, acaordlng to his scheme, prepared to hold 
the Island against olL opponents. 


In regard to onr sea-power, the same activity was numifi^cd. Additions were nthde to 
the fleet in 1753 ; in 1761 many inoonveiiiimces luiving been found to result in the conrue of 
refitting the Sfiuadron from a want of the third dry dock, it is ordered tlint it ho carried ont with 
the uhucat expedition, which will enahle ns to dock the largest ship of the squadron at any 
Bpriii''5.” Till 1748 indeed, the only fliy nock was a mud hosin in and out of which the 
tide Hewed at will. This basin was sitaated near the contrit of the present Govern me it Bock- 
11 
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j'ard- Uiader tho auspices ^sf tho Hoqoaratl^ William Wokfl* ji new dock vraa completed J750 
00 tlio* site pf thi^ old mud ha^int nod proved m sqcopssfnl timtlo 1754 tho Marina Snparintendont 
eqggogfod the copstruotion of a sacopd^ To the latter* appareotly* Adiairal Comi?h referred in 
hie letter of June 10thj 1782^ “ orglfig coinpletiop of the enter dock beforo die relnm of tho 
sqtindrou/* This which wna BniBhed by the close of 1762^ wi33 almoirt imitiedlately followed 
by tho baildiri^ of a third dockj Ut which the Honourable Charles Crommolin referred in 1765^ 
** Oor tronsnry, '* he remark^. ** t>eidg dow pretty atrong, and tho third dook nearly oompletod;^ 
tho same ii ordered to be gootipueil and finished as soon as posaiblo, ” Hae provbion of docks 
coincided with tho augmentation of tho floot* to which the Directors reforrrd in 1757 in tho 
following words :—** Although yonr Bunooss in taking Gboria with the entire destruction of 
Angria's 6oet would at another time have made It prndeni and necessaTj to have reduced oar 
mnriuo force, the unhappy event of n French war for the present forbids it. You mtistj therefore, 
cojitldue the marine upon our lost establishment until you have our further orders. ^ More 
power by lanrlnad ecu was the constant refrain of our Govern ment^a cousuliations. Lowjl was 
hard at work ytl the^e yearSt plan rung imd const meting, helping uf* by his industry uud 
fidelityi towards the position which we ceTctefl* On two occasions his merits weroopenly rewarded: 
once in 1754, when a silver rule, a sut of instruments and a shawh wetif prcBentcd to him in the 
name and again in 17G4p when* The marine paymaster and ^U|ierintendont 
reprosenting that the long !5orTiccs of I^wji Master Bnilder, and the attention ho and his tw'o 
fious have paid to his Blajesty^s pqnadron ever Bipce it has been id Indla^ ns well ae to the 
Konoqmhb Company*s and aU private shippings reqders them truly deserving of every^ 
OucOUnigenLent* ii is agreed that their standing moalhly jaiy iq future be as foUowe: Lowj[ 
Ra, 50| hia oldest $on Hs, 30* and hh yonqgiost son Rs. 25^** 

xN^ow this prtscniotod endoavotar on the part of Government to render the bland 
unaesailahle by Europoau fleet or Kativa legion, most have influenced the mind of at 
least one ^tiOD of the Ipdi:U] publio^ The merchant, noting how capable of defence 
the Island liad beoome, comparing the orderly progress of aftkiT^ here wjih the turmoil 
and confusion at Sumt, and finnl! j witnessing the overthrow of one of the most powerful 
obstructors of oommeroe, can have urrived at one conctnAlou only ; tJmt here Indeed wfLs 
an blandj wlieuco one might trade almost undisturbed both with the main land and 
with porta outside Indbi and the Government of which would put forth nil Its might to 
protect the iminigraiit and settlor^ We cannot but boUeve that the foi-eigo jM>lioy of the oom^ 
puny and tbeir strengthening of garrison, martue and fortifli^ations Indirectly fostered an iucresae 
in the nnmber of mhahitants ^ while, added to the meentive to ziumigratiou afibrded by a prqs- 
poct of protection to trade, there iHOst have arisen a natumi desire to dweU nnder the shadow of 
a Govemraont, which mauifestly treated its subjeote with libemlity. Road ihnt old letter of the 
15th March 1748, in which fhe Directors sunimari!^ tbeir aims.—'"Wenro encoumged to be¬ 
lieve opr island of Bombay may be rendered a voiy advanta^oous ssttlemcui and less expensive 
to ns. To thia end, therefore, we positively direct and reqalre that by tliee^^ercba of a mild good 
Government, people from other parts may be Induced to come aud resido nadcr our protectioii^ 
Let there be entire juatice exerobed to all persons withonl di^tmotion, an open trade allowed to 
all* and as eflen us necessary or as tlie fotco allotted ^vill enable you, lei convoys he provided to 
the ships and vessels in s body. In this wo require ovactnosS| as much depends upon it* An 
able honest man mnst ever direert the custom-honses at Bombay as w-^tJ aa at Mahim, No pre^ 
ference mnst ha given to any merchant over others; for as all rntiat and will |^y our duKes, no 
dietuiction Bhculd bo made under ony preteuce, A constant steady pursuauco of these mlea will 
nainrally draw people to leave the oppreadDns of other coudliy Qovemmonta, and come to you 
while freotlom and exact Justice suhaiat in our seftlcmen^. And because the inhabitants will 
constantlj require materiab for building and proviaionsfor their families, which must bo brought 
to tho bland, we direct that no ohstructioui be given in this or more dutisB charged theroon than 
may bo publicly established* Be partietdarly careful tlmt ont servants take no fees or perqui^ 
sitee that are not isoiisoriant with reason or the ease and freedom of the inhabitants* We uro 
determined to resent oppressioUp be it by whemaoever exorcised ” So coonselled the Court at 
the opening of this period, nor forbore in subsequent despatohos to emphasise the deaimbUi^ of 
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immigration. “ It ift vorj' RgrooaUo to tii,"tboy remark in 1755, **to observe tkat noU itlistanii- 
ing tbo supOTalitioas ottacbment of the Indians to the pkcea of their nativity, the nnmbor of 
inhabitants are greatly inorwisoJ and tliat Bomo very subsiontlal people have settled among yon 
to the great advantage of tlio island. As it ie oar earnest desire that as Timny jiooplo as poseiblo, 
e 3 [a-ciaJly >bjw of cireainstaiice, Iw eniHjamged to setUo at Bombay, we strongly raoemmond it 
to yoig to use tba most pmdont, oqnitable njjd Onoooraging mothods for that porposc. In 
))arttcular wo direot that so long ns it inoommodeB not tho defimce of the place, you suffer now- 
oomom to build Uoasea wherovor it shall be convenient to them ; that they hiivo frpo liberty to 
build and repair their own aliips themselves in what Dianner and how they plenae, and be 
BTipplied out of onr stores with what materials they want at the Tales and prices allowed to En- 
TvpoBns; and, in gencml^ that they have all tho reasonable privileges tlmt can possibly ho given 
them” The wlahmof the Direotonj were faithfully carried oat. Did scarolly of grain, os in 
1755, threaten to cause disoomfott, the im[>ort duty was at once oancell&J, to cnooamga mor- 
ebants and others to bring in a quantity for the relief of the inhabitants "; era conimittoe wea 
specially appointed, as in 1757, to concert the most proper meaadros for bringing and constantly 
keeping a sufficient qanntily of batty on our masters’ account for the rolief nna support of the 
inhabitants ip genond," Reliof, we doubt it not, was afforded to theshoo-makorB, who represented 
in 1759 that they suffered much “ from n notable rise not only m tho price of leather, bat also in 
food and house rent ;” help wus extended in 1747 “ to the jJoorer sort of onr inliabitaTits,” who 
had beep much troubled by “ the commiui people belonging to Sadir Shah’s two ships *’ ; 
and protection was extended in 1747 with the full approval of the Coqrt ‘‘ to a wealthy 
merchant who retired from Snmt *’ as also " to a shroff bolonging to Tarvari's house,” who 
settled on the island in 1762. Mr. Richard Bourohier prevailed aiwn certain weavers to 
oopie hither frem Bassein in 1758\ thirty-sis brickbiyerB, each granted *■ an advnmjo of 
three months* pay and ten days* provisione,” voyaged from Snrat in 1756 ; while towaids 
the end of tho period, many of tho principal tradem of Poona asked and reccivwl permission 
to repair hither with their families, in copsequouoe of the dost motion of Poena by the Nizam s 
armv. “As our Honourable Masters " quoth Government, “ have frequently leoommended us 
to give all snitahlftencoumgemont to people of flnbsranee resorting to this islsnd, it is ordered 

that a pnblicntiop be issaeil signifying that al] persons who may repair hither shall enjoy 
the same privileges as other inhabitants, and he permitted to purebaae lands or houses from 
ttDV perscuB they think proper.” The welfaTo of tho inhahllants in geneml was sought by 
tlio isaue in 1757 of “ regulntiona for preserving good order and govorament on the Ldand ” ; 
by the ufipoinlment of a member of tho Boanl as Town-Scavenger,as the town has hooomo 
very dirty in groat measo™ owingto the little regard the inhabitants pay to the scavenger, 
on account of his being always a junior sonant;” by the prevention of" all combinations, 
moncpolies and attempts against the freedom of trade " ; by the promulgation In 1748 of 
boilding-reles, dosignwl to mioimise the danger of fires amoDg merchants’ houses and ware- 
hoHSCB; by advances of money from the Land Pay Office to those whom the fire of Biat 
vear hid rendered homeless; by the systematised up-keep of communiottions, sticli os the 
Bombay passage boat, which was “lettoCurwa Bhat ^Kharvo Bhiit) in 1763 for Rs. 675 
per annum ” ; by strict attention to the idigicna foibles of the people, as maDifostod in an 
Older of 1746 that *' tho cow-oath,” which bad ouoasioned so much ttnoasiness and discenteot 
was no bnger to baadministered in the Mayor a Conrt ; and lastly by the institution in 1753 
of a Court of Requests for the recovery of debt, "As this Court,” wrote ft'® DirectoTi, "is 
calonlated for the benefit of the poorest of the people, wo hope none of onr servants, or of tho 
inhabitants that shall be nominated Coininissionaia, will dooliiie the sorviao, as liy an honest 
and faithful discharge of their doty they may be a blessing to the people, " 

Various commonities are geparetely mentioned in the records appertaining to this 
period, “ Two of onr sepoys have gone over to the Maratha eonntry and under pretenoe of helng 
Sidis plundered eeveial people there. ” so tuns tho record of April 24th, 1759. “ It is ordered 
the Sheriff cause them to be whipped through the town at a cart’s tail and turned off the 

nnd that the produce of their effects be applied to the use of the oharlty sobooi." 
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Two hundred and fifty Arab soldiers abo were dbcbarged in the ftillowing year for nibbehaviour* 
A^b and Tdpass^ however, wem not singtilar in their deBaooo of nutlioritj t for on the i8t)i l^ovem* 
her 1673 we find ^ Andrew Pope, W, Bnioe andT, Moore oonviatod of pimcj and oundemaed to 
be hanged m the kw dlTecl&^’ The Parsb &x# apoken of ns ofFamig ^ to aupply the iaknd with 
provisions agre^ble to the enclosed rates settled by your Hononrable Board on the 2(Mi September 
1757/' Upwards of 400 other ^e (w., aoroes harboor) Kolb have settled with iheir ftuulliea 
in the district of Uahbn/’ from whom the ordinaTy ^ ponsioii * wnz$ levied in 174fi» and for the 
benefit of the fisher-folk generally, fresh orders were bsaed in 17 54^ forbidding any one to keep 
Koli palanquin-beArora, eioept the GovemoTj Conncil, Soperintendent, Mayor, Chaphnzia, 
SnrgeoDs, and euob Knglisb m have families.'' Wo hoar of Kamati khotirors, employed on the 
fortifio&tioDS, being enrolled in 1757 into a regular body of imlitia : of Bamala and Oarwars 
{Kbarvaa or Sailore), of whom there were many on the bknd out of worh, being plaood in 1760 
under the Bombay Castom hlaaier'a orders for fortification pnrpofies t of Fotlera and Tile- 
makera, wbo^^ bnainm naooadtated their removal to the snburbe in 1758 l of the Kunbifland 
other inbabitanta of Mamgon village being relieved from the oppression of an intomperato 
farmer ; of ** DadaJI Kaik and all the Bhandari inbabitants of this island entering into a five- 
yeare^ agreement ** for forming the arrack rents and atd that is the toddy-knife tax ” ] of 

Topasees, whose pay wus rabed in 1760 to Rs« 7 a month, ** in oonaidoration of the deamoss of 
provisions and all the oilier requisites of life at this place ; of the Portuguese, in the person of 
Ignatio da Gama, who offered Hs* 3^000 in 1760 ** for the privilege of keeping fonr licensed pnnah- 
honses; and lastly of the Modagasoar daves. For the benefit of the last-named oomnrunjiy 
special regulations were fromod in 1753, the nature whereof may be determinad from the fol^ 
lowing pamgraph in the draftA partioujar regard to the diet oftiie slaves to preserve tbeir 
health and thereby render them more fit for efi'eotual i^rdoa being esgentkilj neceasaryp a 
sober judioioua person should have the care of inspecting thoir provisions to prevent any abuses 
in toeir qualltyp that so the Slavic havbig no ontiso of complaint, their serv itode may become 
easy. Fositivs orders to ho given to the land and sea officers that they be treated with the 
greatest humanity, oarofully instructed in ilaoir rospoetivo profeasiens, and on no acconnt 
whatever bo modo eitber servants or dradgesv*' Qno -notable dement of the population during 
these years was introducod lo consaqoenee of the desire to siTongthen our gairiBoa* ** We 
qqainteJ you by the Duringtou/' wrote the Dirootora in 175jS, ^that we intended to send for the 
service of Bombay Presidency an entire company of Protestant Swiss soldiers to consist of one 
hundrad and forty man, commisoiDu and non-commission officais Included^ We are no*^ to 
acquaint you that the said company h embarked on the ships Royal Duke and Dodington under 
the command of Alexander de Zeigkr, Esq.* to whom we have gnmtod a oemmissic®/' 

Some further proof of the various nature of the popuktion in these years is afforded by a 
etntouient, drawn up by the Bombay Cii^om Master in 1759, showing the amount of grain and 
provisions upon the island. He apportions the Etores rnnoug the following eommunities t _ 


Rqgvcdi Brahmins. 

XronnnJthB. 

Pirsw. 

Tuman, 

Qujirat du. 

Bhauiilu. 

Moon^ 

WaahaiBiajj, 

Yajiirvi^ do. 

WeaT#T»^ 


Carpentesfi. 

Bbeavk 

tXrf, -LIL 

Puasalla^ ^FLaohkalsliiqy 

Mat^tnikQTs« 

Hatnalt, 

^rohnSw 

BaiiiA'cM. 

fThiiakalfliii^ 

Tuilon. 

S V ee im eafc-ia ale & ti.. 

GoldftiiiithE, 

Bboadarii, 

Shufi-naakon^ 

Bombay CooliM(Ko]ii). 

Coppenmitba, 

thriituiui^ 

Barbcm. 

Tbana do. 


Whon wa oonsideif tl«.t thb lf*t t^ferred only to Bombay proper, tlat n sonarato slnt^ 
mont VFai ™bmittod for “tho district of Mnhim - ; when wo consider id] the circiinist«ic«, of 
the period, end the polioy of the Company toward-, immigration, as evidenoed by iU treatment 
of indiviJnala and oonunnnitios, we are aesoilod by „a oFcrpowering oonviotion ibat the c^dimate 
of 60,000 in the hietorioal nccoiiot U iacorrect, and that oar pcpalation bod incraawd by 1T64 
thougli not porlinpa to the extent Biiggested by Karaten Niebuhr, A f>erusuJ of the scattered 

references to the appearance of the towii and island in tha^e yearn only serves to stron-nhen 

that conviction. In 1746 Mosgts, Kawdon uni Sttundera were appointed to allot praper 
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of to sDob of the inbabiinciU as may be mdinod te boilJ in the town.*’ Tbi^ 

order donhUesa npoesj^itated by nn inflnx of peaplop prepared to settle on any vaeatit spot 
that they might find* Four tckhs lator Grose referreci to the bouses of the bkok iiterdliftntflr 
sihiatotl ** in the town, which wns alioTit a mile in circnlt* Alost of those merchnn^A^ hotiaea wore 
lU-hulIt and inoomniodiDua with small window lights atuj lU-arrringed rc»>ins, E^en the heat 
have n certain air of fuenn'ueaa and cltini^iuess.” Bot morfl vnlnable evidoiice of the expansion 
of the town is perhaps alTutded by flio foUowiug pnhiicniion of 1754 :—** Wheroast in contempt 
of the Governmentt eevernl of the inhabitants have niatle encttKiehnianU on the highiajads by 
erecting bnUdinge and sbeds without licensejtho President and GoTemor by and with the advice 
and consent of Ills Conndl bos thought proper to onUin and direct that nil c<ijam and pnlm- 
teafed aheda nnd pent-houses are to be pulled down till the mcnseoii seta in* That in iutore no 
houses^ Willis, couiponnda or sheds be ereated within the town wall before a corUhcate is granted 
by the Committee under ihoir hands for that pi 3 r|K>ie* When liberty is given for building a 
IlotiWp the applicant moat set about it in twenty days. No stonost chnnaai or other miiteriels 
to lay longer in the public streets tlinn ten liar's befure the wnrk of building bogms. All the 
^ramalook (pricMy-pear, ^rfSil md/^iro) hedgea within tlie town w^all to bo dug np by the roots, 
especialiy those around the nmiparta- That, ta few of the present lioldei^ of houses agree with 
the namos on the rent roli, the nutno of every person purchaalng a house within the walls be 
recorded in tlie Collectors office before the purohiwr enters in the premises Two yearu later 
cmtno a letter from tho Court saying: “It ia with satUhiotion we observe your sahenio for 
accommodating many of the croJitable inhabhants in the tawn^ who mncli again-jt their incliua- 
tiam were oblige^d to live without it* Wo shall add that whatever regulations are made for 
iho encoumgemant of the |;>eople in geuernl, and of tho richer sort hi particular, will 
always meet with our approbation wlien they am calonlatod for the mutual interest of the 
oomuAny imd I he people residing under their [iroiection/^ So numerous were I ho honsas in the 
native town, that many of them had eTontnally for safetj^s sake to bd removed 5 and wem 
then rebuilt outside the walls* ** Sovoral of the proprietors of tlio lioiiies now pulling down by 
your fTouour'a orders just without the Ba?^ir Gate hive letoly applied to me for ground to 
rebuild so WTotc the Collector in 1T57* We b^^ar of cleiiTancea oiits^ide tho Ajiollo Gate; of 
the demoilitiozi of lloormen’s mosques at the Bazar Gate in ITfiO : of petidons from the evicted 
liDiiM-hoIdors for spa^e to rebnildi in any lotaility sot apart by the fazondaira j of largo and lolty 
houses built betwixt the Churcb and the Fort* with sevend others eonlignoua** j of waste 
ground " at iho line of ccmiuiUDication botweeu Dongri and Back Bay being lot out for the 
rebuilding of bouses on tho same terms os ground is let witiiin tho wall^ nani'ily, 11 ret tho square 
vard-“ Tlio town was indeoed choked with dwoUingSL* oml wa-s during tht? 5 e yoars subjected to 
improvemciits, the nidmate result of whicii was to distribute the population over the wide area, 
rendered habItaUo by partial reolamation* Grose, in speaking of tho carts in I75i\ reiuurki 
that “ many together fenn gfovos with sbadod roads and pathwa^f, thick set with bouses taut 
Wanting in air and as the displacement of die people progressed, now roads and burial grounds 
wore opened iija* ^Ve hear of land taken up fer a publio road from Pnrel to Sion^ compensa^ 
tlon for which hzul not been fjoid to tho propriolora in 1767 j of a road from Church Gate lo 
the Black Town^ carried very near its full length of 9G0 yards j and of a branch from thb road 
leading 672 feet to tlie Eugiish Imrylng-grouiHh'' The hurying-gircuiid hero monlioiieJ was 
i^onapuT ** in a cocoanut garkJ^*n near tlio wntet side nt tiso natlier end of the JIoonnon*s old 
bar>ing-plice,*" whioh from the year 1760 was ulllbed for tho intermeul of the Eogltsli dead in 
plaOH of tho historical Mendluim^s point. The latter wa.^ doomeii to demolition at the time of the 
oleamnce in front of the Apollo Gate, The IkiUv grounds without tho town-™!! were rcserred 
f^>r buildiflg-eitcs; for Captain Cumorou^ according to a letter of April 9th* 1756^ expressed 
doubts whether the lining out of ttreets thereupon might not inti^rfcro with the cannon at 
Dongri, Not only the Nativo but the European also hod cemmonoed by the cltie of tho!>e 
vt'ara lo journey outside the Fort and Town. There was Mr. Tliomoe WhitehiU ^ with a house 
tmlled Nova, and a garden of some con?eqncni ?0 at Maliim;^^ thero were *^two vciy 

plea.sant garden:?/* according tu Groeo, outside the gates “and odlti^Tatorl after the European 
manner ” i and at Petrel tho Governor had “ a very agreoable country-hcii^ which wo^ origi- 
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nally & Rwniili cbapel belonging to the Jesuits, btrt ooo&icated ihont 1719 for some foul 
practices against the English intorctat,*' “ It is novr converted/' kij» the same writer, “into a 
pleasant tuaiyuon hoDie| anJ what with the additional bulldingi and improvemoats of the 
gardens, iiffords a spaeions and oommodions habitation*** la 1758 Mr* Thomas Byfleld proposed 
“ to fit Up at tifl own cipense for tm habitation to live in ^ the old Mark Hciwe on Maaagoa 
Hill, whiobp In the early part of the centorj^ had always hoen kept well widte-waabedj to 
serve as a mark for aailing up and down the harbour* To this proposal Govommeiit 

agreed, on condition that the temat would white-wash the front of the house once a year^ “ to 
oontinne a mark to ihe shipping coming in or going out of this harbour.** 

At this point our survey of the period must olo^o. We leove the islands strongly fortified, 
and mom compact timn when we started* Colahn and Old Woman’s Island arc sapatated from 
ijomhay and from one another by eaa ; hut tho dam at Worli has already worked a wcndroii^ 
change. 8avt for a narrow atrip of salt water on the inner side of the breach, tlioro is firm 
ground from the ruined village of Apollo to Wnrli Forti froiu the Lighthouse at Malabar 
Point to the Salt pans of the northern villages and tho Sion Foitrc^* Tho Fort, with its vast 
array of native and European dweUmgs, the latter white-washed and with covered piaz^sas*’* 
of waTohouBcSf shoi^Si work-yanls^ with iU triple Dock, Groon^ Protestant Charity Sclioola, 
called in after time tiio Byculta Educmlion Society's Schools, Courts of Justice, Mintt and 
Church of St Thomas^ frowns acrosi tho Harbour to the east, mid on tho west over the 
Esplanade, whence tho old Portuguese Oinrch liag hut lately hflon removed, A now town is 
a-buitdiiig to northward of the great widls, flunked on the one side by the partially-demolished 
Dongri Fort^ and on the ether by the house-dotted oarts and gardens, which crowd dong tlie 
shore of Buck Bay, and are broken only by the new burial ground of Somptir, and iho vilhtgo 
and the waste-ground of Glrgaon* Slic dwellera in lliis to™ rent parts of Makhar Hill froui 
the Company j and also till the wide expanse of low-lying land, which, itarting from the 
uorthem bonndarj of eur new settlement, stretohos away to the cocoa-woods of Mfihmi, to Uie 
Breach on the ea^t and tlio populous villages of Parol and Mozagon on the west. Maliim and 
Sion, tho ontpoete, are strongly d^ended^ and are proud of forming part of tliat territory, 
whloh, erstwhile a cluster of iileU, now one almost nnhiokon idfmd, ii being grodoally 
coloniiod and enriched by tho wisdom and benefieoace of ita merchant-Tnters. 
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Period the Petth.— 1764 To 1780* 

It IS probable} as wa bavo reoiatliiad, tliat hy the joar 17G1 ad inareasd of popaJatioD LuJ 
t4ikaii tbe pr^isa extant of whicli jnu^t remuQ ondoteimined. At tba alow of tba naxt 
aiiteoD yearsp irhioh ooustituto afre^b obaptor of tliiii rovlat?} tbo ntxiTibet of LQbabitaDts is do 
tongar open to qDastioD; For hn'ro it on tlio autboritj of the Compiler oF tbs Gt^zeiUv that 
n i|>aoIai Cutmnittee tfm appointed [a 1788 to enqiiiro ioto tbo caiises of tha b^gh priao of gtninj 
and ^'03 moulantnlly furnlsliod with a preliminAry retuni of 47|170 persons, of whom 13|72G 
lived Id Mabim and 3^,444 in Combaj, Aa this total uppaarad to the Committee to bo far 
short of tbe actual 9| mid a* ii wa^ &?hown that no sepoji, labourers or others from tho Kdjaosnt 
eoi;mtTies were incladad, tbe vercadorea were asked to give thojr ostlmato of the populatbu^ They 
replied that the least wliicli ought to tio rockonad for the distrloi of Bombay was lOOfiOO^ Tlie 
Mohim return of 13,726^ they imagiqed to be pretty jusL Bj tlio year 1788^ thereforej the Bom- 
bay popnIatioD had risen to li3|7281 The Increase is coiisidemblep and wammls ai loait a cursory 
roview of the external and domostio cliangcs which our island underweDt daring theso years, 

Tlio [^obtioal iilatoiy of the peirud U coricomod for the most part with llie telatjons 
sub-dsting between otirsfllves and the Marntbik^, Danger of war with Franco was net wholly 
about 5 for letters from Madras in 1771 olisenied that auob an ovant was pfoliable ; wliiln Sn 1777, 
we rortived From Mr, Mostyn "alanoing acconnts of tlie proceoiliBgs of tits FroneU with tho 
Poona Govarninent,"" mid applied to Sir Edward Hughes or his eiiocossor in comnmnd to bring 
round hia Majesty’s squadron to Bomljay as early ns he poaibly can.” A year Inter the Frettcb 
Factory at Sumt wassei^ by the CompaDjj and dl the Frenchmen in tbe Qty, ^vitii tho except 
tion of the Consul and his family, wore deported to Bambay^ But, as Borsloy pointed oullo 
the Govemor-Genoral in n letter of Augusl 2nd, lT T8j^ there was never any apprehension of direct 
intorforenco with our island i there was only tho possibility tliat ITana Fiklnavis, who wna at the 
head of tbe military ]>arty in the Mamtha Btnte, might encourage the French by grants of torntory 
to Beltle as a barrier botivoeu English and Maratba Doininjons ^ and tliat, in consequence, tlie 
expansion of our powder mid trade might lie seriously jeopflidi^. But the Bombay Goverumeni 
had attained a very strong position by the pursuance of a careful policy in earlier yOQm, and by 
the gradual clisappcarnncc of fonnor foes ^ and tho danger of French dosigna merely resulted m 
greater caution and in the ndoptjon of measures tbr moro stonily nisifftmg oxterool aggression^ 
Tlio conbdonce in their own strength, which now characterised the Cbmpony^s GovorDmentr is 
soon in the despatch of an expedition to Persia in 1768. '' Tlie unhappy acouleni of the ship 
UehoDce being blown np in Ibo Gulf of Persia, wrote the Board m 1767, ** renders the send¬ 
ing another capital omizer to the gulf unaToidahle^ A# we have already detormined to oocept 
Kbarim Kbaii^fl proposals for acting jomtly witJi him against Oamiok nud Ormuz;, and baTC 
directed the Agent and Council at Basra toiignify the same to him, our Hononrable Molten^ 
interest would be greatly affected, if not entirely ruinech in case of the Khim'a being disappointed 
in the asajitance promised him, whtoh must ho tho consequence if tlie Defmnce is net repbeed^^ 
A month Inter orders were issued to Major Mackotiaie “ to em^^rk aueh a number of men on 
the vessels bound to Persb os will cempleto the force originally intended, allowing for the men 
lost on the Defiance.^^ 

Begarding tlie Marathos, It will be remembered, that the closing yeara of our 
lost period found m on good terms with thcmi but keenly olive at the tame titno to the 
danger of treachery and boatility^ All the shites in India," writes Grant Duff, were inimi- 
cal to Europffims of ever)'nation I and even when bonud down by treatloi, they wora at beet 
but (iiitldesa fnouds, whose Jeaiouay no than their prejudioe would have prompted them to 
extirpate the foreigners^’^ Oi?o himsobV at the time of the expedition against Augrio, bod 
clearly shown the Bombay Govermnent that no relionco ought to bo placed iipon tbo good faith 
of tbe Monithas : Kind the Goveranient luul by the year 1764 decided once for ill that excoptlonfll 
prudence was necessary, to proveut their undermining our power or preoipitottog hcetilitiei 
with ua. For the brst few ysaxiof this period, tlieroforo, the old policy of csiution and outward 
friendship was puimuxL It was respouiible for on ordor of March f 2nd, 1769, from the DIrootora, 
absolutely forbidding the snpply of arm* to any country power, “ ttalesa for spociol reasons to 


ib« King of Travntikor/* " CiiEinoni they saiil, we absolntsly forbid jernr juppljing. Wo 
furtber positivoly forbid jour supplying country powas^ with any ’miriikfl stores whatever^ The 
Muno probihition extends to eiU kindfl of nmrioo stores unless upon very extmordmary occusionSi 
fgr wldcli wo shal] expoct the fallost and most esplioit reasons. We forbid tho building in 
Bombay of any ships for the use of flouiilrj powera,” It was likewi,^ respensiblo for a letter 
of Maroh 12th| 1766^ in wlitcli the Court states that “yon aoquoint us that two sons of 
T^ujaji Angria, escaped from Mnratlia oonfinetnent, are aTTivod afc Boiiilmy olauniug our 
jiroteetion. Wo wish yon had not etitertoined these fogitivefl, as It may give nnibrago to the 
Mamthas, It will be more agreeable to us if you uan got rid of flio Angrias by giving a 
^nadl ?uin of inonsy to each and desiring them to go to rtome other country/^ TJie prohibition 
of the fliport of ironj wliicli Bohoma and others sent across the liarlwur for the servioo of the 
Mnnithas was a mrihor luassure of preosiulionj dictatcil bj*' the koo wle^lgo that before long we 
sUouIlI have to meet army of the enemy. As late us 1771. wlien tliat keen politiciAni the 
Honorable William Horub^'^ sncoceiied to the Govemorshtpi we find the Board objecting to tho mJo 
or esporl from Bombay of Euro[>o nttval storey ” on tlie groiuidi that they led to an increaBe 
of the Mamthas^ naval fonjo, vciy muoti against the interest of the Company/’' 

Bat from the year 1771 onwards tho Com|)auy^3 policy suflered u radical aitomtioii* The 
time had arrived for iifl to emerge as a political power, pmpred not only to safegiiarrl nor hdnnd 
of Bombay^ bat to acquire^ by force of arms^ if necessary, additional torritory. Dissensions 
among the Mamthns tboTnsetvtys nffoided us tho opportunity of oagting aside tho role of a purely 
inorcantile body, aud putting to tho test that military find political cai^ioity, which for ao many 
yean wo had tjoeu qtiiotly perfecting, Mamilia alhiirs, ** remarked Air. Hornby in one of his 
minuieSi fast verging to a period which must compel tho English nation either to take some 
active nml decuiive part in them or relinquish for ever all liopes of bettering tlieir own Kituatlon 
on the west of India.” On the death of tho Poshva Msdlmviao^ his unolo Raghumthrao, or 
Raghola^ had usurper! tlio throne; hut had subsequently begn driven from the capitab Poona, 
by a party which fsvaured tho sucwossion of a posthamous son of Aladliavriio, It was at thig 
moment that tho Bombay Govvrnnient appuiirod^ ofl'ering to aesL^t in replacing Haghiionthmo 
upon tho provided that ho w'ould code to them Broach, Jjimhumr and Olpad, Bassoin aod 

all its dei^endenoIeSi the whole and outire Island of Sal^iettO^ end tlie islands of KaranJiij^ Kouery^ 
Elcptianta and Hog Isknd in Boinhuiy Harbour, The f.bmpany had for gome time coveted 
Salsetie, Ba^seln, and Kaianja^ knowing Ml well chat jKkSsesaion of them would preclude other 
nations from having to the most coimuodimis port in India, and would secure tho prinoipal 
inlet to the Mamtha conn try for woollens and other staples of England, tho annual imports of 
which nmoanted at that date tq some fourteen lakhs of rdpces^ They had endeavoured to obtain 
these islands by cliplomatio measures, Imd despatched a llesideot to nogothito with iho Peshva 
at Poona; but the negotiations proved fruitless. The advanlugo of acquiring tlioso islands, 
under the pretext of alliance with Die fugitive ruler of Poona, was emphasised by astiddon bur^t of 
activity on the part of the Portugtieso* On the S!i3th Nciveinber 1774, the President informed 
the Select ConinnKtce that he had called a meeting to lay before tJiem a letter ^^from Mr, Boheit 
Heushaw, who at present resides at Gos/^ Air, Hon^baw therein gave an account of tho military 
and Ttiariue ferfle lately arrived at Goa from Portugalt and of the lutention of the Portuguoge 
speedily to attempt the rccovory of the doTiiiiiioni they form arty poseessed tt> tho northward of 
Bojiihriy and particularly of the Island of Sahotto iiud Bassein- I'he (JornmitteOi aflor dire con¬ 
sideration, observed that there appears no doubt cf tho Portugtm^e intonlious against the island 
of SalMlto; and os surely as they attempt the conquest of that L^bud wirJi their present force, so 
stiToly they will gain the ^Hwsession oi it. This event wLlJ not only put it out of our power orer 
to acquire ifc§ j^ossessicn for the FJonOarable Company, who have go frcqueiilly express^ Ihoir 
ardent wish to obtain it, but will also he atteniJei.1 with inCnitc prejurUc^ to the trade and 
interest of the Hononrable Comiiany at Boiabay, by redueing their customg and revenuea In a 
very great degree, o.^ by the pussessiou of Salsette the PoTiugitese will becofiie masters of all the 
^juflaes inland and will oonaequently be able, ns they were fori norly so prone on every occasion 
to do, to obstruct our trade and to lay whatever impositions lliey [ilease upon it We, tberetere^ 
think it heooDoog our undcubied duty by taking it ourselves without the least delay to prevent 
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ijillbig mio Pt>rtdj[^^ luioita^ It h u^iMrvet.1 tliat n tiifm» fai'oitmblfi o|iportanltv than 
ihe will prtjb&bly uevef At^sibi cHer^ aei l^y the divL^ion^ in the Metnitlia (igveniitKtnt that 

Empire k now ^vithcint a beail, mid it will Iw pateftljn ijowor of either jvirty to s<md aoy 
ertectnal force to obstruct oPr proewlmgs.” On tiieae euniiiotntioiiB the Cori^/aiij signed a 
treaty of nllmoco with Hngholut, attil oommenoed the lirst Mamtha VVar» hy inviuliiig Sol^tte and 
laying Biege to Thami^ Thu Portuguese profit ted, on tlie ground tliat all the outkst hetwcoii Omul 
and PmitfLTi belonged by Tif^hf Ui their nation^ to whtoh our Gnvemrneiit replied curtly in the 
following words^ As to the claims of your nstioii ta tho oouutric^ situated liotwoon Cliaul and 
Dainauj wo pm* prleotly uiiaa|uaiiited wiih Uionu Thongh ppirtof those Dounlries did formerly 
belong to vour nation^ yet they wore tnhen from you by the Ifumtha.^ abotiE seven npd thirty 
yeaw ago. liuring all the intervening time we have never understoo'.l tliat you ever iiinde any 
attempt to recover them,” The expedition profi[^ereil j Tliaim wan token by sfonn i fedsetta aiiil 
thn smiklJer isJmwU wtere ocoupioiL P-lthoogh Wnrroii Haslings^ the OoTemor-Gonenib sid)se* 
qnentlv nnniilleil the treaty with IbighobcLj SalbeLtCj Katunja^ Elephaula and Mog Island remameii 
in tliFi Oouipauy^s possession ; and to tlieui were nddoil BasseiUf Kenery and other iatands in a 
secoiul treaty with liaghobpL^ fominlftted by Mr* Hornby m 377'i* We piss over the Ifile of the 
second Maratlia Wur| the espetlition i][i the Blior GhaL^p the battle and dbgmoefnl Convention uf 
Wttrgnumj whnreby the EnglLsli gave np the territory and isbiid^ about, Bombay^ on comlition 
of obtidning a free return [lasseije for their treop** Hiimiljnnng a^ Jus trenty was, ita effects 
were countomoted to some extent by Go<idd)i^rs successes over tlie urmy of Sindin| and Ids 
capture of AbmetlaUcl in 11^^; while the oovoteil isinds were restored very ?^hortly afberwarils 
by tlie Treaty of ?alhye, 

Theso years, tberdfore, witne.sscd the iifdnit of the (]'om|iAny as a inilitary power in 
Weslcru India* Hio gjirrisrm was siTengtbeiuul, after uousukiiig f-ord Cllve^ Generate 
Lawrence, Ctiilland^ ('arnaq, and ollior rnilitaiy' gentlemen on this imf^Kortant subject” * linrracks 
Were built for septys, foD nuTsiber of whom it was indispensfiLly proper to keep on the 
ieland^^ j the Marine Battalion wtis oslublisboLl; iimi ‘^sincoa consitlembk nnmburof troi^jis hail 
to lie (icvbiil on #Salsotte to garrison Tliana otid ih^ oilier oiitpjsts on that id^'ind, an ivJditloiial 
mil itary force for iho Pruswbncy was absolutely neuessary. The Fort andt ^^le were again 
surveyed; ravelins were built, Eiioes nuseil,, clock pier-h#ads heightened I under Capiain Kmliug^i 
sujMirviaion. The oiitfortT*, such as Sion anii Hovei, weta rondere^l more impregnable ^ Dongri, 
after inueh delay and doubt,, wna finally blown up in iTdO, a new fortres-^^ to he etdle^l Fort 
Bf- George^ bidng 'Mmiiiencoil in tlio following yfar. Thu reports of the [Kirioil brieJe with 
projects for counti^rsi^rjTS,” ^ teroct.*s, nuelms,^^ miiveSj giac^ ^ caMiiieti'B ” and 
^orumalllore works, tho complolion of whitjli folly jiistified Jie uccount of our positbii, which 
Parsons n'CorJ^’d, in 1775. ^‘JS-eUvenii iho two mnriqo gales, ho writer the uoetto 
])ro|>orIv c:dle<l lJoinl>ay (/OSlk, a v;ry l^irge and fitnmg fortification which coiuiiiamis the 
Bay* The works round ibo town aru m many and the buiuoqs so very strong and judiciously 
situnte^l and tlm whoio so defcndetl wi Ji a iiroud imiJ deep dltoli, an to make a strong fortres-, 
whiohj while it has n sufficient garrison and provtfiion?, may bid defiance to any fon^e wliiob 
may be brought agtdiisT it/' Tlie ooiistmction ami repair of the fleet w:ia at Jie suiie time 
actively proseontesl* As it is er^:wntialty ivnote the Court in 177that a large 

stwk of limber should bo coiiitantly kept up for tho servico of onr marine, tliat flio vetoel^i may 
bo boiil flud rejMiire^l with eeasonod Hrnbor, we strongly recnunoerid ibi-i object to yimr attontieri* 
We hrjrehy [^osUively order and direct that tho Gomijany'i timber b? uscil in building and 
repairing our cruisers only, and on no pretence wlui lever be applies I to tbu service of privan" 
vefisels. In libT^ it \^tls dcculed to build a new di^^jk at Mazjigon *' for the use of ahtps that du 
nutescee-l dllO tons of ImrJieti ; and in 17S1 wa^* reoardeil a letter from Hear-\dmiral Sir 
Ell ward Hughes wannly ackfiowloilging the ai^iiitaiu:^ which tho niariuc iivpartment Iml 
granted “ in dookiug, repairing and refitting His Jlajosty^s Sipiodron. ** 

Apart from the influx of people, which must liavo betm occasioued by the more oxtenoion 
of our fortificatlmis and marine, an indnooment; to sottln in the Island uus doqliLlu?a affordeil hy 
oar i^o^iitiou ndative to the Mamihai. Tlie tmilidgcoinmiiuUy w ltne^swl on the one bamj Ji huge 
fB 


ocrnJbctiMrficy^ fornieTly of a! I India from t hr Ctimalif to Agnit Imt now RipitUy dogfiicniliiig 

into n congorira of atotes rnletl by intriguing prlnct^, ivLoae uiutunl jenlon^ was nn unending 
Miurco of wenkiifca ; n nntiour whoso obancos of iiii|iorial dipniinion hiid for over s'niiishod on 
thnc fabd daVt when Almu-d Shah rooted tlie bfnrntlut Oriiiy under Swliishiv Hsio Bhan 
with n nlnugUtor of iO0,0(K> men- On the other hand they saw a small but vigorotie oonimnnity^ 
Liuiniiite*] bv ono uouruon sontioient of [latriotic sunbition, und keenly al hirst for territorial 
sovereignty; n oonnn unity which in the eonrso of yenra had dispose<l eftectnally of nil its 
enemies hut otio, ami wiis now preptred to confidently join issue with that ftio; n oomiiiunityj 
which could offer such protootion and freedom of trade a- could never be esi^eted in laiidj 
«ub{eot to native intamle. The Coiiipniiy, in a word^ was tajiidly aaquiriug prestigo; had 
emergepl auocessftd from stnigglo# with Portngiiese and Princes of Piracy, and was now strong 
enough to meet the llaratlui on ti|«nl terms, and semi (mt c?t|prditioMS against his strong 

Tli 0 ndvEiQbige.^ of living imcier n L^oincniiiilty so Hoarly d^^HneJ lO tidvancementj 
wo tbiiik, liavo Wan to the inli£Ll»itn.iitj of tlio niiilaliiiid, imd linvo to some de-grt^o 

ncca^ioiied the iiicreEi30 of poiiulaEion^ whicli was riHSofdeil in 1780* Adtletl to tHo 

knowl(Kl|;o of tSie LOOr-lderatton shown to tW csinioiercbd commonHy, it-resliectire of on$te or 
crow). ^ A?i it 13 our wish/* wrote tlio (kmrt in 1775i ** lo give every euc:frtinigaiiiOiit iu our 
jiower to I ho tHwhi of uod we direct tbit ro^uljLT convoys hts appointed incmthly 

or ofteiier, if yon sliaU judge it pro|TeT, to and froni tlKhia We are fully convineed that 

vessob on tho S^Eimt ^bition^ with ii r’Oiall ai^Esiancv from your Prc4deucj\ will in geisoral lo 
fully oderiaate tu bEich sifrvjoe without; incn^e»ing _voUr iiinrlne ei-iabliehinanL In the folloxv- 
ing year the flcinpnny wont bo fur m to forwuiil to Oolohol Upton a ca|iy of a piomoriul 
from thu prinoijitil European mid coiiutry nierchunl:^ complaining of tliQ oLi^tructioii ofleiml 
t« free tnide by the Poonu Oovorniiieiitj mid to :itroiigly tecotnmciul tiui to obtain from th^ 
Pe?hvti an muelicmtiou of the condkluiii, under which i;i>inimuuoationH wore carried oti bt^tween 
Boinbiy :mrl the territory of I he l^Iiirutlk£L^. 

The progreis of internal adriuiibtratlon diirin'j therw years h shndoweil forth in a luho&U 
inny of orders. At one inoluont tins Court b oisdenvmjring to protect the nutive whom 

csirek^ 2 i Europenns weo> iu tlw Jiahit of taking to Bnglund uiul then forsiakidg 5 nlmifther they 
[ire beekhig to protect the highv.m'B of the towuj hj forbidrljug “ tlio of pri vtile btiUd- 

lugs to lay largo quontltias of atones m improper place^^ ” ComniunicatbiiH t^'oro improved by 
the est 4 iblUbtiieut of a ferry boat between'fhaim and Banibny in 1776^ regulaT passage 
Uiats will 1>e convenient to both blandi and ha of some advantage to the Cqmpiny* Oivlera 
were issued for the erection ** of two large ihodi, for the markets to be held iuj one for meat and 
fowb, the oUier for fruit and greens," and for the attendance “of u constable with ao nllowai^ct^ 
of a <|Uiirtflr-riapee a day.” Committees were appointed to fix ei tariflf of labour rates * while 
f^elween 1771 ami 1780 the health of the pablio was a snhjetd consiantly under the considers- 
tiou of Government. Orders must be given,” observe tbe Board in 1777^ for cJeaning the 
town Llitch in I he meat effectual maniiMr, and t,50O men mml be immediately rai^l for tliis 
service, who must be employed iijjon the fortificotions until I he propor eetieoii arrives for setting 
nbciut tliO other work^ And as the ootnmon sewers whteb are discharged Into the diteh iiiuke 
the w'ater very offensive, and we are inclined to thmk must affect the health of the inhabitants, 
It is further ordered tiuit estimates be prepared of the expense of making sewers to discharge 
theniselveH into the sea, which in every respect ntUsl; ho profeTuhle to the [iresent ones. ” Bj 
178(\ radical reforms had boen olfectetl in police arrangements. Froqnenl robljieries, ” wrote 
the Grand Jury in I77it, ” with tho difficulty attending the deteution pf tho aggreasoraj call 
aloud for &ome eatablUhment witli ^h aiitJiority as will effcotimlly prelect the innocent inhabii- 
ant-s aud bring the gaUty to truiL” In oouj^i'queiioe we hear of the substitution of regnlar 
»?epoy patrols for tho old Bhaudarl Militia, and of the appointment of Mr, James Tod to ho 
^ l^puty of Police* ” A oouvalcscont hospital wfis started in t7G8 on Old Woman's Island j 
[>bus for a sepoys” hospital w'ero called for in ITfifi; so that by the time Forbes left Bombay 
there ifTere three birgo hrjrspitftls, ^^nno within the gates for Enropeans, another on the Espla- 
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naile for sepoys or native tn} 0 |)i iii the Companv^s scrviL-e, nnd a tliLnl on an niJjnooQt islntid for 
ooTivalesconts. In the matter of limd, the BotinJ expresseJ their nati^fBotion at the immease 
impnjTenient of oart-revenuefl, “ Wa find,’* they ndd, "that upon the whole the oarts have 
been let out for Ri. iJ.ftlO a year, whiuh ia Ri. 6^33 mors than what they were last faniHHl 
for, though the present form b for two years le?^. " In 1772 an aconrato sunoj of the whole 
island was agreed upon, in order that the .situation of the farmed out villageSi mnnely, Malaluir, 
Sion, Piirel, ltfatung:i, Dliamvij Nagaon, Vadala, Ms him and BntnaiKsalJy, and of alt the Honour¬ 
able Company’i oarta mid grounds may be esaotly kid domi, as well m those of all [leTsous 
wliatever.” In other directions also the spirit of progress was luanifcptad. Thu year 1773 
witnessed Sir, Bolfordk suecesfnl journey np tho Arabian Gulf, and the ear lies! voyago of 
English ships direet from Bomim' to Suea ; the year 1770 was marked by the oominonoeuiont 
of a cotton tmdo with China, owing to ■' n oonaidorabie fntnino in that country iiud an edict of 
the Chinese GoTemment that a greater pioportion of the lends shoald he thrown into 
the eoltivetion of giain.” Tlio demfuid for cotton wont on inoreusing from tliat year 
until “ the aoanty supply daring tho JIaratha War, the Inattention to tha r]uality, and the 
niaoy frauds that had been pmetised. prompted the Cliinose to again grow cotton for their 
own oott^uiuptiop. '■ 


M™nwhile the aspect of the town wris nndergohig a graditil alteration, In tho proviena 
porioil we remarked the beginnings of os lension; the.prosfot pfirlod witnessed lliofurtlipiaiioeof tlat 
work. In 17T0 the priuclpal Engineer repiesenteil that the Kolia' houses on the ridge ofDongri 
Hill must he immediately removed i in 1772 tho Bosrd stated tJmt " as there is great want of 
room within the town walls for Europeans to bnild.and a.s the Uhnrcli Street is a ve^ [iroper 
plaoe for thut purpose, the prwieot piopTietofs are positively prohibited repairiug their 
houses ” ; and in tho same year was iasuctl an oniof that “ the shops to tho south of Church 
Street having beccjiie a great nniaanoo, they shall alt bo removed to the luastaur. In future no 
shop most ho permitted to the south of the north side of Church Street. ” read of the demo¬ 
lition of “smahhonsei at present oooupied by banwU end other indigent people hoUeen the 
Church and Bazaar Gales” j of " tbe refusid of Qotfeniiuont to penult tlm cstitoaco wilbin the 
town walk of eoooanut pbutations, and orders to the proprietors of such iawls to for them cut for 
houae-hniJdiDg. ” Such measures wore not onfora^I without giving rise to complaints j iho flloor- 
men, the onrt-owners, and otbots, lOl petitioned against th.' removid of tla-ir dwelling-pkcoa ; 
hot the work progressed in spite of thein j ihe town proper was gredunlly cleared ; a new lown 
Iwonn to rise to tbe north ef tbe Bazaar Gate. The E.plam.do underwent considemlle .ilteration ; 
befog Jevelletl in 1772, eitended " to the datance of fiOU yanb and cleared of all huUdfogs aiul 
risinc grounds in 1779 ; and subsoquouily further ostended to l.OOfI yards. “It U very 
improper ” wrote tho Boanl, “ to erect buildings thereon, which may in a short time be again pulled 
down Some oJier aeeommodaticn must, therefore, bo found for tho first battalicu of “ 

Hem and there the mentica of prtfonJar buildings or areas testifies to tbe gnniual improvement 
of the island There are barmoks on Old ^V^oman's Wand. “ put into proper order for tho reoep- 
tlou of the Enmpeaiis now ou»iuiped in tents”; "small hnildings distinet 

from the l»rraets to servo as a kaiiji or wujee, that is, gruel or ocrreelioa Louse” ; and 
directions are given to the Eugin^r for the prepamlion of plan.. «fer separate i.ungalow.s to 
accommodate tbe officere of two battelieu., ” The old Itowder-henso, between the Church and 
Apollo Gates, which luol gradually spread In within 210 j-nids of the Stanhniie Bustion, 
dilspt^^r. during to years and is replaced by new powder works at Jla^gOn Tbe 
Cbii^ugineer in a report of 1782 renuirks that: "The sand-hdJs botwren the b.irnng 
ereund and aepov hospfod hnv-e been removed and a great part of the Esplanade Mween 
the Imrving grei-ud und the wocsls has b«n levelled. Tho dwelling-house, called the 
[Wdet-Houso, lias l.ren levelled to the ground.” Homjes of eutortaiumont bo^n to be 
rttoblished «\V Chambers and David Euklin desiring they may be permitted to keep auoh 
instiluHonu’ for strangers," Tha Board granted the requeal, drew up regukf ions and a scale of 
rates for them • and foor years later pennittcl Mr, Ogiivio Geddea to establish ‘a vrell- 
regnlatod punoh-house without the lovra-walls,” hoping that European soldiers nnd seamen 
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wiMild no longe? Iw foro&il to purchtw Itoih tlio BhruiJarb mU othor^ ^Qg infiain- 
aiatory liquori*"' One of ihe Ijoat kaown buildings in Bomlwij wns Hr. Hornby's Groat 
House, wbiflb ^tuntls in liLs rame in the Bombay (JoHeotors root roll for liio firit Uino in 
1771* Subs&t|iiently it wsis uB^al as an Admiralty honio i and W l^ean improveil and con¬ 
verted by a later generation into the prwant Groat Western Hotel, facing the mnin gate of the 
Government Bockynnl^ 

Of the outlying [Hsrtions of the island mi oouasLunal glbiipso is vpachsafed TUere 
\vn 3 H lofty tower on Malabar Hill m those days, in ^vliicb Raghnoatli Ita4i po&H^d the ijerioJ 
of his exile from Poona, mid whence he s;illie^l forth oconsionally to pass through the holy 
oloft at Malohaf Point f but llie hiU was still waate-laud, siiiaH portions of which wore 
utilised for grazing juid other similar pm-fioses. Wit bear of e^ceavations for limestone at 
Farel and Sion, whoreby the Kunbls were put to some loea j of a peUiioii on the point 
from Caspar Dagon, the fanner of sevoml viHag^w in that bxMlity. A (lOtitjon nlso 
received from Lioutonmit James Jackson of the ArtillaryT ihat a of a 

piece of waste ground situated near Byoulla may ho granted bim, as lie is liejirans of huild- 
ing and innking other improv^^nionta on the sanieJ' In 1768 the old Muzagon esttite 
dually disappeaied j for on the 27tli JIarch 1767 the Boanl decided tiiat ^ ae the lease 
of Mazgaon eiitate expires on the ilth May next^ uml as onr Honourable Mur-ters linve 
reeommendeil the letting it out in small lots,- it shall bo lot out accordingly on Ttiostlay, 
the 15th day of May, in snch bU as tlic*CpHeciror, after making tv pro|jer enquiry, may 
judge most to our Honourable Mntiters^ uiterost."" Evon^iially the tbilowing i^nb-dtvisions 
of the eslate were lot Bupankt ely for four teen years :—1st Lot tfaugan inclndlng Ghoda]i 
Dev, kt to Froniji Hirji Moody for Ra. 813 a year j 2ml lot ilailavailv, iiiclnding Bjcnlla, 
except the Mango tree generally known by the name of the Governor's ruaiigo trw» winch 
b to reniLun as liorotofore for hia use, ami the gronni! let to Jlr* Andrew Jiamsayi and one 
inodaof bftttj ground to ho allowed to the Mhatom for hia jMiy, kt to Da^iabhm Manekji 
Kustnniji and Dhmiji Punjii for Ik-410 a year j 3rd lot Culvmky ( Kalivada) Suijt kt Xo 
Bagnset Goldsruidi for Rs^ 340 a year - 4ih lot Bandar viid ell let to Manekji Limji aod Bhiinji 
Ramset for Ik. 500 a year ^ 5th lot Mozagaou Cnllowily (KolivaiU) kt to RE^ghnset Mud set 
for Rb* 640 a year. In ease the Hguourahlc CompaEiy should want ground kr tho Dock or the 
Powder Works, they are to have snuh ground on making a rutosoiudjo Eleilncrtton in the rent ; 
6 tli kt Oart Quirney let to Muaga}! Visaji for Ka* 715. 

Perhaps the most mmiirkalile oltemdon in the outwaril aflpEHrt ol' t]je islaiiEl w^as the 
construction of the Homby Veilard (tram Portiigucio 1 W/rid4i=a fesire\ cdled in the?c days also 
Breaoli Candy or the Beach beside the ^ Khind ^ or Pass." We Inive seen tliat in tlje preoe^ling 
;a!riod some attempt was made to resist the oncrooehtnent of tlio ocean j I ml tho dam erected 
!u those years was f^njely atom eiioiigh to wliolty chuck llm wanton inriisl] of its waves. 
during the Governoraliip of William Honihy, Hie oreat velbrd was built, whiah 
rniidered available for cultivation und settleiuent. the wdde stretch of the fiatfS, and 
resalted in the welding of the csisterii sind wesiern shares ofourislmid into one nniteil area, 
A general desoripibn of thelowii, as it appteircil in tUm^ years, is gheu by two writcr.-^the 
traveller and Fcrheri, the author of Oriental Mciiioirs."^ Tha former, who visits] Bom- 

b iy in 1775, informs ns timt: tcwii of BomUiy h near a mile in length from Apollo Gate 

to that of the Bazsnir, and about a E|iiarter of a iiiilo hvonti in tlie broadest prirt from the Bninhi 
Bandar) ncroa iho Gfeen to Cburjh Gate, which hi iiimrly la tln ‘ cent re :is yon walk to uni I tlie 
avails between Apollo and hiuni^r Gate. There are likow ise tw o marine gates, with n uojmnodiou !3 
wkirf and cmncEi built out fi-ojii eiich gate, lieslde n landing plEie^- for pisriaiigers only. Between 
iba two marines gates U tlie CosUe prcj>eriy calhi] Iktnlay Gmth^, a very large and strong ferti- 
fiemtion winch coinnmnds the Ijay. * • * Horo is a spacious Green, i^pobk of containing 
several regiments exercising at the sunia time* Tlie streets urts well laiil out anEj die build in frys 
BO nuincTOUa and hsmdscmio as to moke it on ekgatit town. Tlie ^il i^ u sand, mixml with fnmil 
gnivoh 'vhbb injikos ii always so dean, oven in the rainy seaman, that a num may walk all over 
the town wkhin Imlf an hour Eifber a hetivy fihower without dirtying his slices. Tlie Esplanade 
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13 vary astfliiaiTe as smootli nnd oven os n bowliog-gteon, whicli makes either ivalking or 
riding round tbo town very pleasant,” Mr. Forbes Is of opinion that the genaraltty of ;he pnbllo 
buildings at tbU opooli wore more-usefol than elegant, ** The Govommenl House ” he writes^ 
« oustom house, marine bouse, hamwks, mint, trensnjy, theatre and prison inaluded the ehief of 
these structura. There were also three large boHpitnb, one within the gates for Europeans, 
another on the Esplanade for the sepoys and a third on an adjacent island for con'mlesoouts. 
The only Protestant Church on tlie island stood near the centre of the town, a large and 
commodious building with a neat tower. There was also a charity sohool for boy-s and a 
fund for the poor belonging to the Church of England. There were aeldom more tham 
two ffh apl^in-i belonging to the BomUy establishment. When 1 was in India (176(1- 
1734), the one resided at the Presidency, the other alternately at Somt and Broach, 
where were considerable European garrisons. The Roman Catholics had several churches 
and cbapela in ditforent parts of the island and enjoyed every' iudnlgenee from tha English 
Government. The English houses at Bombay, though iioithor so large nor elegant as 
those at Calcutta and Madras, were oomfortablo and well furnished. They wore built 
in the BuTopean style of architoctore os much as the oUniato would admit of, but Iwt 
somethin^ of tliat appeareuca 1>T the iidditiou of verandahs or oovered pi™ to shade 
those aperients most exposed to the sun. When Uluminated and filled with aociid parties 
in the evening, these veraiidnlis gave the town a very ebecrfnl appearance. The houses 
of the rich Hindus and Mahommedan-i are generally buUt within an enclosure iurrounded 
by gpdlerim or verandahs not only for pii^wcy but to exclude the sun from the apartments. This 
court is frequently adorned with shrubs and flowera and a fountain J>laying before the pnncipal 

room where the master rceeivee his gn«rt=b which « open in front te tho garden and famished 

with carpets imd oushioua. The large bazaar or the street in the hhok town within the fortresa 
oontained many good Asiatic houses and shops stored with iiierchandiie from all parts of the 
world for the EureiKsans and Natives. These shops were generally kept by the Imlians, 
especially the Pai^^. who after paying the established import customs, were exempted from other 


And what of the population in these years? Before noticing the skittered refereDcos to 
thisorthatcastoorindB-idual, we would remark that the munber of temples and fire-tomples. 
„l,fcl...itod in tl» r»T 1760. .Iforf, ntrikh* tenimnny of tin rf intabtau » 

hilnnd Between 1740 and 1730 Body Setl had built an Agian in the Fort, Doieabhny ^ , >Seft 
had founded a fire-torapto near Phauaswadi ; Manekji N, Sett and the Parsi Panebayat had 

erected Towera-af-Silenoe. The Hindu oommuuity had shown even greater ri-al. By the do« 
of this period there were temples of Gamdovi. below Malabar HiU. and of Venkatesh m the 
Fort ■ rtemple of Samalialal, a new temple of Walkeshvar, a shrine of Prabhadevi at Mahim. 
.hriuos of Girdharilal at Thuknrdvar and of Babulnath near CTiowpatty j a temple of Kalbadcvi 
in tho town t the Shiva Mandir in Mughbhat, Mahadev Mondir in Varii, and finally the great 
temple of Mahalakshmi, bard by tho newly-built Hornby Vellard. The-Moormen also had 
their mosqnes. for religious toleration was stiU the watchword of our Government. 


Of iodrvidnala who tniide Bombay their home during these lixtcen years, one may note 
Aroircband Sakarehand Shah from Oambay, Megji Abbiohand Shah from Radbanpore, Kriebna 
Narayan from Baasein. Rnstom D.Nadiraha, Fraroji Manokji Karani, and Jamsedji N^bhoi 
Gazdar i'rem Surat, Edalji Jijibhai Vaoha from Kowsari. Oavasji R, Narielwala from Hansot, 
and Bhimji Dhanji Umrigar fiom Umre. The names «em famUiar enough to ns the twen¬ 
tieth centniy. lu 17*4 died old Lovji Nosarvanji Wadin, leaving behmd him a house, a sum 
of money oiider £ 3,000» and sm imtam^bed repntetiona His sms and grandsons siHwoeded 
hi™ in the Hockvaid. bmlt two ships of 900 tons burthen, and received incases of pay and 
««ents for their diligotiee and fidelity- Of oastra and commtmities, mention is as usual made of 
lift Kolfe The old grievance about palanqiiin-dnty formed the subject of a petition to Govern- 
t in 1767 * «ad is ffubaequontlv refonred to in a letter from tho Colleotor. “ I beg to mform 
Bo«d," 1« .ri«, ite «* Koli, wk, «l ». tav, .,,.1 b«i, 

Lployed to fish in the Bieaoh water. Tho Dolfcara, who are the fishing KoIb in my depart- 
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mftnt mod iho only people who [wsaosa nets, am never employed to carry jialaoqnine. Those 
Kolift employed for tliat purpose receive the earns ftsed pay establislied for aU Koha who cany 
palanquiDS on this island; and whenever they are employed in each a manner as to loaii^ their 
familtee and habitations, they receive, if only for a ainglo day, mnch higher ‘ bhatta ’ than whut 
it is customaTy to allow KoUe in ndjanent countries. The great opaleacn of these people is too 
notorious to need mv noticing to your Honourable Board farther than to remark that this 
opulence has in n groat measure been acquired from the many indulgences granted them and 
which no other caste on this Ldand over enjoy." Slaves from Mndagosoar and other parts are 
sjmken of as otnployed in the Marine yard, and as being apprenticed as canlkers in 1765, the 
Mazagoii boys, who had hitherto performed such dntie«, being ‘^bred np as cooks and servants m 
the manner formerlv practised.” Mr. John Watson contracted in 1771, for the supply of SOO 
slaves to Fort Marl borough; while in 17S0 the Directors sent to Bombay the following advice i-— 
** Haviiig given direction to onr svrvaiits on the west coast of Sumatia to send to Bombay on the 
Snow Elizalwth a munher of cofirees which wore unnecessaiy at the Itefoie-nieiitionod t^ettlement, 
we diicct that tite said coffrees be employed under your Presidency either in your military or 
marine in such manner as yon shall jndgo will best promote the CDni[tany's interest." The 
population return of 1780 shows that 431 slaves were then resident on the island, 181* of wbom 
belonged to Bombay and the romnlnder to the hlnhim district. The number of domestic 
servants must have been on iuereasing factor in our popnlation during those yeans. Tho Indo- 
Fortuguese or Goanese had apparently not yet taken up the duties of bqtler and coolc; for 
Forbes in his Memoirs tolls ns that “European ladies were well served by young female Mainbars 
trained by themselves; and thtt men by Negro or Malabar boys, who wei'O Our favourite personal 
attendants,” “ The upper servants,** he adds, " wore usually Mabonimedans and Parais.*' Ticnes^ 
have changed since then; the Pani has yielded place to the Goanese, the Mehcniinedan to the 
* Surti,' who is of Dhed or Mhar extraction. The Moors or Mahommednu sepoy's a re heard of in 
1769; each of them as were in oiililar}' servieo docliued to wear ^Christian boots,* os being 
opposed to religious principles ; and in 1774 * Shdtnddin Patel, Connnandant-Subhedar cf the 
Moormen * appealed against an order to pul] down certam houses. Tlie Bhattias attained an 
unenviable notoriety in 1775, in connection with ‘ a most horrid murder ooiumitted on a Hnn inu 
boy mimed Pitambir, ’ whoso body was after wards found in a house ocoapied by their castc- 
fellow's. The Bhandaria figure os militia, present a petition in connection with that system in 
the year 1780. "Ever since this island,'* so the appeal runs, " has been under the jurisdiction, 
of the East India Company the Bhandaris have proved themselves good and faithfal 
they hove been instrumental to the increase of the ialiabitants of this place, and it is notorious 
that when the Sldis invaded Bombay, their forefathers did dUtinguish themselves in dm defcuco 
thereof, for which they have reueived repeated marks of favour and oouotenance from this 
Govemment. • * * * It was with no little trouble that the Bhandaris worn induced 

to come and reside on this bhtnd, and your petitioners are entirely ignomut of their having 
dcsen-od tho ill-treatment they now suffer. The farmer has contracted with your Honour to 
supply 800 meu upon ihe shortest notice. Jn this matter your petitioners are manifestly iiy'ured 
as they are by this become the immediate dependents of a Parsi, instead of yonr Honour to 
whom they have ever looked for protection and for whose service they are alwaye ready whether 
they are paid for their trouble or not, *' Some coropromise, dcubtless, wns niade between the 
distressed Bhandaris and the arrack-farmer. The Kunbis Lave already Ijeen noticed in con¬ 
nection with the excavations in Pare] and Sion rice-lands ; the Topasses were still being culbted 
in Ddilitar}^ service, were in 1775 granted " Rs. 6 a month for their subsistence, and He. 1 a 
month for their dotlung in like manner as those that aro kept for the Mandvi Guard that is 
Re. I a mouth less than the toposses wore formerly allowed ” lastly a new European element 
was introduced into the island by the import of German artificers. Ensign Witmon declared 
that tbonativo was nnsuitable for the conduct of Military works, and nns despatohed at his own sn*"- 
gwstion to Germany to raise a Company of artificers, to be added to tho battalion of idfantn- 
on this Establishment, ** As far as can bo determinod from esbting roconls, Mr. Witmau'a 
journey was not highly anocessftd, as only 25 men of the required desaripticm had been des- 
pftiabed ta Bombay by the year 1779* 
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The enrvey ef them sixteea y«uis may end most fittingly with the detaUa of popnlntion, 
sobmitted to the Grain Ooounittae of 1780. The oaatee, resident in Bombay, exoltuii'e of 
labonrers and non-iesidente, were as follows :— 
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31 


* I4S 

4 

81iuiTi Bniihmmh 


.*p 

«P 

140 

175 

94 


400 

5 

Frabhng ««« 


*p. 


aoo 

m 

! 202 

101 


6 


1 

..« 

FP. 

316 

224 

49 

».-PF 

588 


... 


n«p 

... 

722 

522 

255 


1,499 

e 

CoppfiTunithB . 1 ,* 




145 

160 

68 

19 

392 

9 

WeiTQn 




Ifil 

172 

99 

23 

435 

10 

BbaniaU'^ 




104 

109 

08 


311 

ii 

CmrpcRte;?^ 


... 


125 

108 

71 

7 

371 

12 

Pancb Kalfihia --- 




434 

560 

140 

PP ...4 

' 1,184 

13 

Obfiti KatfLii 

*** 



35 

104 

38 

P.. P. 

228 

u 

BliatiiiB 

... 



m 

74 

84 

P«P.P. 

26S 

15 

Fa n La 

.a. 



\ 1^3 

1^3 

196 


3,057 

15 

Ironvniillif 


*** 

*PP 


55 

34 


1S5 

n 

i BiiatiElariQ 

.PP 



mi 

1 620 

357 


1,854 

18 

TaOoftt 




223 1 

234 

184 

8 

654 

19 

Swrcdtmemt Makers 




9 

7 

2 


18 

20 

Ttfkffl Enabia 


..P 

.P. 

45 

01 

24 

P-Pi.. 

ISO 

21 

EunbLs a a. Fiis 



■P, 

SO 

07 

21 

. 

144 

22 

Eitina Eanbls — 



«F 

19 

22 

17 


58 

23 

Sanit Kunbln 

... 



22 

10 

7 ' 

1 

30 

24 

TnmvB 




38 

40 

19'* 


97 

25 




PPP 

31 

45 

10 1 


112 

3& ' 

of Somt p» 




17 

9 

4 


30 

27 

Tanas of Bombay 

P.P 



13 

U 

H 


32 

2B 

Moormen 

«■ 



3,035 

3,953 

.1,347 


8,355 

29 

CoolUa of Bombnyj Tanker and 

gtm 

l•fa£a- 

1^89 

Ml 7 

808 


2M4 

30 

Oltrmakara 



P.p 

115 

78 

67 


260 

31 

0elas 



.P. 

36 

35 

31 


105 

32 

Fot-mikefa 




52 

51 

37 

1 k hvwp 

1541 

33 

Barbern 




83 

41 

20 

■ ■ V 

149 

34 



... 




.. .M . 

.P..PP 

6j960 

35 

3boo«makeri 



-P- 

63 

57 

25 1 

p+.-pp 

145 

36 

Wasbofmen »** 

*■* 

p. p 

ppp 

^p. 1 . 

..p.«p 



356 



Total 

PP* 

ppp 

10,221 

1I,L74 

4^44 ' 

189 

33,444 
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Tim r<}tarD] it be femetabeted, Appeal to the Oommittee it^oAiuncib ii$ 

no Actoouixt biul boEti taikeu of poT^cme m milituLij ^er^oo or of ]aboiii«r§» Tbeiip 03 nowj them xms 
a very oon^idemble Aoatmg populadou, whic^ apeat some mootbs of the yeox oo the klandf und 
the rest in the of the m^itilapd^ It was the knowledge of this fact, pmnmablj, which 

led the voreodoros to reekoo the Dombaj popnktion nt 100,000^ Tlio caste^names entered in the 
lietj with one ti!£oept]oa, o@br no ground for discussion^ But who are the ^ Tariae ** of Snmt and 
Bombay ? Sir pTatuo^ OunphcII snggoiia that they wcro .^ Ferrymen ; and no better eipla*- 
nalion having yet offeredi oqe would adopt hm view of the matton 


The corresponding dotaUs for the Mahim District were as follows;— 


No. 


MeSp 

Women. 

Cbildrohi 

' l^arefl^ 

1 

TatiO. 

Boja. 

Girli. 

Beji, 

Oirifl^ 

1 

Hugvadi Brehnum 



17 

18 

13 

3 

+ -CI.+4 

8 

59 

2 

Falahe Bnlimma 



15 

21 

13 


1 

2 

52 

3 

Goj anti BFahniki^ 

ii. 

-+■ 

11 

14 

5 

2 


• V-l -44 

32 

4 

Shenoift lad Cliittis f0ititp3rans)». 

la 1 

21 

16 

...•II 

8 

■■■b»» 

62 

5 

Purbbiu , 4 ., 


mmm 

22 

25 

9 

5 

8 

3 

70 

G 

Galdsmitbi 


■ 1.. 

m 

90 

81 

22 

4 

Up ipidf 

207 

7 

BeaiaoA 


mm* 

M 

48 

18 

16 1 

2 


138 

8 

BbanoaLts 


^4 

30 

30 

18 

22 

1 

...+•4 

101 

8 

OeppernaJUie 

VII. 


6 

18 

15 

8 



45 

10 

FaXich Kalifbii of Pirel 


... 

101 

114 

46 

23 


Mp wh 

284 

11 

Agd Ktinbk 

^mrn 


37 

44 

17 

' 12 



110 

12 

Runbifl of Kagiei]»« 

m mm. 

... 

86 

50 

14 

12 

■ 14 14 

■■¥ •• 

112 

13 

fiioa Coohi» «« 

— V 

-*4 

30 

45 

12 

13 

. .M.4-k 

• + * •-. 

105 

U 

Siunbie of Hata&ga 


-.1 

G1 

82 

31 

14 

! 

1 1 • -1 4 

189 

n 

' Mabim FttELcb KehiMi 


vvl 

m 

192 

83 

53 



436 

IG 

Kanbk ot Sion 

m* 

.44 

48 

52 

23 

28 


+ 1.4 

152 

17 

Agria of TbiLburwadi 

■*.*» 

*mm 

46 

42 

15 

10 

444^^ 


113 

18 

Bhoivada Konbk 


V. p 

46 

57 

2G 

18 



147 

U 

Mabim £kttu CeoHeg 

-*4 

«4 V 

17 

25 

7 

5 



54 

20 

M*}\ Yrf} Bbindaria 

*** 

4 ■ • 

38 

63 

32 

17 


•vp.p* 

150 

21 

Eunbli e£ Sivrl 


*** 1 

15 

18 

9 

1 ^ 



50 

22 

ECaabii of Yadela 

m mm 

. 

104 

132 

39 

39 

1 

1 

314 

23 

Dhtadaria of Mituegu 


■ 14 

43 

55 

23 

21 



147 

24 

Carpeatara of Mehim 


.. p 

21 

27 

8 

2 

1 


59 

25 

BbTIJC^B ‘.HP* ¥»* 

.#■ 

44* 

22 

5 




APi.■. 

27 

26 

Eaabia of Khar 

vvv 

ii A 

84 1 

97 

, " 56 

35 



272 

27 

SIvtI Coolies.» 

IV-I 


53 

53 

28 

19 


444*** 

153 

28 

DboTAvi Oooliet 

1 l-i 

4*4 

27 

32 

19 

f A 



93 

20 

Sion Bbandade 

V-l I 

1 

43 

52 

14 1 

16 



125 

80 

Kiliaekara 


... 

dij 

54 

49 

1 7 



190 

31 

Gbaa XalaMa 



33 

47 

21 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

115 

32 

Wearers 

ifri- 

p.p- 

28 

27 

: 16 

2 



59 

33 

Kanbis of Bamaaall 

•4-1 


19 

21 

3 

4 . 



55 

34 

BhandirU of Mnbim 

14i. 

i». 

43 

53 

33 

1^ 1 



142 

35 1 

Waabermen 

««• 

• 44 

21 

23 

11 

7 

"”"'3 

** ”1 

68 

se 

Werli F^nab KabdUa 

H* 

rnmm 

' 107 

124 

72 

30 



333 

37 1 

Tailora 

P-.. 

4.4 i 

20 

32 

U 




66 

33 

Kitta Bhaadnrlfl 

■ •■ 

• 14 

12 

! 11 





23 

m 

Bbatita 

-vv 

*■-4 

11 

6 

6 

1 



24 

m 

Mooraa^n (see 49 below} 

••• 


113 

114 

80 

58 

13 ' 

il 

389 

41 1 

doodah Wearers 

«i4 

... 

123 

124 

47 

26 

4 

4 

328 

42 

Hagueika 


*■¥ 

84 

73 

34 

25 



! 196 

43 

Wool-maJcen 

mm* 

V.B 

22 

25 

3 

5 


pi l**p 

55 

44 

^fOtiryCooUei 

«4* 

4-44 

13 

17 

10 

4 



44 

45 

Warli Coollea Paakatt 


*-■» 

296 

362 

107 

07 


m Psw mm 

802 

46 

3>o. do, Tlmllcem 

4^t> + 

rnmm 

210 

239 

117 ■ 

81 


*. 

847 

47 

Tamefa 

*** 

V-V 

4 

6 


2 



12 

43 

^o^^nialcemiM 

*** 

.-p. 

5 

4 

" ."l 




10 

43 

Moatvian 

A.. 

• 44 

136 

iga 

37 

35 

30 


44.H^ 

50 

Bliandaria Bate Eamle 

.4. 

.V. 

32 

36 

8, 

10 , 

1 


86 

5J 

Waibarmea of Parti 

444 


18 

26 

7 1 

4 



G4 

52 

Cbriatiani ... 

..4 

t- P 

1,686 

2,002 

1»090 1 

726 

”1 

5S 

5,726 



Total 

4..| 

4,363 

5j146 

2,412 1 


155 

87 

1 

13J26 
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Ab wc close tlio talo tif thb period j we can Dot lujjp ngniarking t he e^traordinar/ cliange 
whioh our iriand nDilerwent in thu of Utile mores tkan u century. Those seven dbeormoot* 
od isles of iCtJl, with a popnlalLon of too thonaaml prsoasr Imd by l7j^Q pr[^ntf ftB ^y 

QUO land with a population more than ten as numorDim.. Colabu and Old WoniaD’s 

Island, it h trqo, still Eicli] alin^f * bat the time was not £ir di$tant when they also should hocome 
Tuerged in tlie lelaqd of Bombay, The nmotoenth contuiy, to which the eoiuw of the namtivo 
has almost brought uSj is characterised possibly hy more briUiuiii progn^as, by more notable 
reforms; but the satisfaction which they evoke cannot be greater than that with wbioh the 
tale of the seventeenth and elghteonth centuries inspires us—the tale of quiet pcogresa in the 
face bf nnmy and great diOicnlties^ of triumph over Lutemat diBtibilitieA and extoruil peril, the 
story of a Company of murohonU practUing widi one accord the old doctriue of good- will 
to all, and guided by their strong men towards the goal cf politteal supremacy. 


24 
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Period tbe Sixtb*— 1760 to 1814, 

As w(j suT'^ej ttifl period sobsequont to the y<^ar 178{ljftnd cast jibout for moit 
coDveoient point at which ta ioti^rccpt tha coarse of the iiarrativci two dales^—^h# years 
181^ ant! 1814—at otioe engage the mtention^ Estimates of the popnlatioo of Bombciy 
are recorded against both years ^ and the only qne^lon for decision is which of tbo two is 
the mara iitiitable for our purpose* Glancing at tlie figures; of one notes that the large 

total of SS^’i^DOQ by no meania represcutia the normal |)opu]ation of Bombay ^hat soma 
70^000 persons arc oJaas^d us migufitory " or as fuToino refii"eei/’ It is quite clear that 
the population of llombay in I81£l was abnorEiiulp was subjected to apurlous and Lemporarj 
augmeutatiou owing to certain uduatinl oiroomBtaucas, This being it seems adTi^flo to 
mjeot the year 181:2 as a haltbg-stage, and look forward instead to 1814, in which year, 
oooonliug to ’VVardeuj our po|iulntio]i waa 18,000, There iii no reason to doubt the upproximaie 
necnracy of this astinuite, and it only romalnSt therefore^ to notice wliether a rise of over 
sijcly-five thonsai^d^in the damber of qur inhabitants syiKsIironissed with any conspicnous political 
os^enta or with any remarkable iuterunl changes^ 

So far as the Marathas are eodoerdodj the present period merely wituesieed a 
«autinnan<Ee of the struggle, which, ccuimedcmg with the Ut Maratha War, had been 
tei[i(>oniri]j intorrapted by the hiiDnlmting retreat of Colonel Egerton's anuj to 
Wargaum, In 1781 Jilr, Eomby was still at the head of afTaim in Boml^y ; and knowing 
tho views which he held in regard to the Maraiha poorer, one is not surprised to dud 
hijitilities recommeucod in that yean We do not mean to lurer that Mr* Eornby alone wa$ 
rcsjionsible for tho oonttnuaace of hostilities. The Bengal Government recognised quite fully 
os he, that tho struggle botweeu ourseim and the Mamtiias was both necessary anti iuevitablo. 
But there mij huTo been among tho Boinl,iay puhlio porous who* knowing in what great neod of 
ftidiU Government then wels pbaed» miglLt have felt di3pi>scd to pOtitjiOne uctaal waTfjircs for 
some time longer; and to the snhveriiion of such opiuiona the geuerul belief in Horjiby'a sagacity 
and [krudence must have in no small dogroa contributed* In ITSl^ theiolbre. we find the 
English in [hossossIod of XolyanK and General GotlduTd marching fo the siogo of Bossoln. ** The 
Europoan prt of fais ortay was sent down to SiibeUo by ica, tho Irnttering train was jirepured 
in Bomhuy, and Uie sepoys were to mciich by Und, Early in October the whole of the dispog- 
ahJo force at Bombay and in the neighbourhood ^ consisting of five battahoiis, 'wm plauod under 
the command of Lieutenaut^Colonol Hartley^ who was instriicied to drive out the enemy*s pqsfe 
and cover as much of the Konkan as possible, »o as to enable the Agents of the Booilmy Govern- 
ment to collect a part of tlie revenues^ and secure the rice harvestp whiuh is gatheral at tho 
eioso of the laius. There is, porhap, no part of Mr, Hornby's minalo more uxjiressive of tho 
distress under which tliat Government laboured ihon tlkot v^berOp alluding to tlie field forct*s they 
were preparing, he ob^enesi * oiir troops will better bear mmiing in orreara when employed on 
aoHve service, and eubsisting in the enemv^s country ’ j for it is a principle w itli tho British 
Goverument and officer in ludm, them which nothing has moru timdcd to tho mtional 
saeceest always to oonsider the peasaairy under their strictest fiToteotion/' After a ,spiritd 
action, whereby the enemy were for a time driven out of tho Konkan. Bartley was onahled 
to cover SQ snccesBfhilj the aiego of Bassem, that the city oapittdatod on the llth Ihsceniher 
1781. 


In the ineonriine Hyder Ali of Mysore had been endeavouring to form a confedeTscy of 
all the'Kalive Powers of Indb against the EngliBh ; mid the op|«)rtunity appearing furoui^ble 
the Governor-General decided to make peace with the Maratims, and util iso against Hydor ftio 
fortses which would otherwUa he engaged against them* General Goddard was ao^nlingly 
directeil to oflFer terma to iho Court at Fcoug, whie Scindk was vigoronsly attacked in hta 
dominions by another divisicn under GpIcneJ Camiic. Of Goddard's advance to the foot of Uie 
Bhore Ghaut, and his duastrous retreat to Pan%oh '"with a heavy loss of 466 in killed and 

wounded, of whom 18 were Euroi can Officefs ” it is unnecessary to speak at length, Ho^itilities 
were iventnally closed hy tho Treaty of Salby® in 1782, whereby we nt last gained permanent 
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of ElojihuQtjit and Uog Inlandj but, gnvo buck Ibuisejii and all <iiir 

coQijii^jti m Qii^sarat ta tliti P^bva, and iDada ovar Brooch to Somdia^ Tbo MArathca od tbolr 
part agreed to become the ollios of the English agaloit Mjr^re, and the Pe^t1lva pledgiHi 
to hold ao micrconrso ^viili EaropeanB of any other naliuii. TTie cati»n of Itagliobu was dofiatt^Jy 
abiiidoned by the Eiigliah ood ho bacaiiio a |jemioneT of the P^jslivu* “Tha treaty ivaa ei goixl 
stroke of idipcrtal policyp says Macleim, for it the English free to deal sepamtalv with 
ilyder AIL; bnt, in spite of some brilliaot feats ofaruis iNorfcniicit Ld Otiji&rut^ llio Konkaii 
and Central Iddhij ii ceUdOt be mid tliat tbe reputation uf tbo British arnm Lmd beeii 
rabeil by a war in wbieh they hud suHered two sueh reverses as the oipLttiLiitiod of 
Wdrgiidin^ an<l tEie retreat of Qenenil Gojdard^ Tbeso iltsaslers were pbiiidy diai to the iu- 
oonipetedey and %viidt of ontorprisfl of the oSieerA in ooinioand^ who sjsteiniitically ovor-rattHl the 
strength of the enemy^ tliough the ilarulhus were oiwajs bciaten eosilji when there was any 
actual tightipgp Tltere was safety in aggreasioiip but tiuae in ratrrat before an Ofiemy i|iiiohly 
elated by any i^gn of disooaragenient among tbeir otlversarba | and bad some of tho bmve yeting 
officers who oluifed at Colonel Egarton^s ir resolutiod lifted in aommou J at TEdloygnum, the 
British force would hove entered Fooim as conijuerom instead of being yftnt bock in disgr.ioe to 

Until no farther liot^LilitW took place opei^ly betwe'^q odrgftlTft:i and the Blamthas. 
But the internal nffaiis of thoir kingdom were in tlie inton-al leu*ling to a erWs^ winch rcsulta^i 
in tlie.Treaty of Basaeln and the Camjiaign of A^aye^ ^ The diain objeot of Uie policy of Lord 
AVellesleyj who flucceeJed 5ir John Shore as Goveruor-Oedaml in 17^8, wm to drive the 
French out of India. To attnid this end, ha ciOEiipelEe*! the Ni^rmi to uccapi a British subiidiary 
force in lieu of a French oon tin gent, eritslted Tippou^ uud tise*l all lii^ means of ponuosion 
to induce the Poi^hva and Sindia to baaomc siihsidiied aJlIrs of the BiitiRh GoTprameriU 
Nuoa Fadnavis^ ^ the Manithu Mnohiavel/’ who for the last qiiar+or of tho oightoftnih isnittiTj 
was the principal political |Mjr:iionage at tliu court of Poona, always steadrostly opjiosod thft 
adnrisaLon of the Eugibh into the Deocau ; anii| ovon when Mialhuji Boindia marched to Poona 
with the design of upsetting the authority of thft Brahmius^ and bocoming master of lha IhiCtaiii, 
Nana did not a^k for the fatal aid of Edgllsh Imop^ to soemre himself in power. Mailliaji die*l at 
l\ 7 ona at the moment when bis ambltiDn seemed on the p*jint of being fuliy gratlSftd : and 
Dad]at Rao^ who succeeded him in l?9i, Imd not tbe capacity to carry out hb ptaus. The in- 
fliienoe of Siqdia's military power remaiueti, however, siipromo in the Deccan. Tli^s young 
Peshva Mahidu Haoj id a lit of dcsimudeucy at l^eing kept in a btate of tutelage by Nana 
Fiulrtav^ and forbidden to recoguiao his cousin Bajoa Kao—the sod of ilagheba—3 brew hii]i#lr' 
from hi$ palace window and dit^ froia the etfccts of the fall; and Baji Rno^ obtaining iho suppoi't 
of Shidia, was proclaimed Feshva, to tho t(uuporury iliscomlitiire of Nana Fadnavis, who, how¬ 
ever, suhHcquentfy had the address to reconcile bimself with Daji Riio add Binilla and to rog^iin tho 
otTioa of Minister.], which bo held till hisdiiatli in IBOO. The Governor-Gencrul tried to per- 
vuoda Biridia to return from Poona iu order to dafciid his dimlnions in the Nortb-wast agaimt 
the Afgh It but idsteiid of listen in g to this advice, Sind la and the Pcsbva nioditatoNl joiqiog 
Tippoo against the Enghsb, and wer& only diacoucertud by the rapidity and coiii|ilctont^ev of tiift 
English suocoss. Tlic weakneaft of tho PeshWa Govenimont^ and ibo luitural disinclmation of 
the predatory Marathos to ahnudon the pleasant liubiL of phindoriug tbejr noighl>cur^, ounsofj the 
greatest disorders throughout the Maritha ooimlry% nnd overy petty chief with a fiami of arrrtOfi 
followerb made war and raised m von no on bi» own account. Id Pootia itfself lawless oxccs!=^ of 
all kinds were caniinittad ; and tho Posbva and Sindia were I Kith at dia inorcy of n lurbuleTit and 
tapeious svildiery^ In a isuw pwor appeared onthu swme* Tlie Holkar family hail for 
mauv years beoa kept in chock hy Sindia : but Jasvant Rfli> Holkar, tho most celebmted of all 
the Jlaralha frftoboatorjj succeerlftd la gotliiig together an unny strong both in cavalry and in 
disciplined infiinIry mid artillery. Marching on Poona in 180^ ho won a CKimpfcte viyJotj 
over Sindia in a despmtcly contested fettle ; and the pusillanirnoDs Peshva^ who bod ngt 
uppearofl on the fiidd, Red first to tho fort of JSinghiir, and thence to Bevadanda cm the c^xist, 
where he found an Eugliab ship to Uka him tu Basse?::*" 
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Thia cr'ssbi of offiifre flpiJOflFod to Lord Wellesley to afford a most faToonilile opprton- 

ity for llio complete esihibltsbmeiit of the iotoredts of iho British politer in tlie AlEir^tha Empire* 

Hence iiogotiwtiooe wore set oo foot^ which resniied in the Treaty of Bassoin heing figned hy 
Bnji Rao on the December 1802. By that treaty he boned himf^lf to eccepl a sahsidiary 
foKse of C.OOO men and to suslgn territory worth £200,000 a year for th**irpayp to ^iva up his 
cklms on Snrat, to aeoept the Company as arbiter in the disputes of the Peflhva with the 
Gaekvtnr, to admit no Kurofieans into his iervice* end not to negotiato with any other power 
whatever wUhoiit giving iiotioa and cooFulting with the Company’s Govemmeiit- In return 
tfie Compiinvdqilertooh to repimse him on the Mas^tiad ** at Ptjonoj niifl tlid so on 1 ha 13tli May 
180.^; nn action which reinltod in the catnfKaigr of Assaye^ Argfinm. and La^wori againid: 
Sindm and the linja of Bemr. Tlie military force at Bombay was ein[loycd dnring the 
<?flinpnigti in reddeing the Fort and tcnritor>' of Broaohj and the possaasions of SIndia in Gdjanit 
and to the southward of the rferhqdda—a work whioii was siicoesdfuHy carried out* Ztnuiy 
be noted that in 1799j when cjttni help WL3 roqnirad to crush Tippoo, our town and Island 
raised a oorp of Fenothles 1,000 strong^ of which Mr. ForUs r qui[!ped and paid SO meo ; and 
that for the campign of 1803, Mr. IJnnoan, the Covenior, was aothoiised to convert this corps 
into a regular rogimeiit, the Uth Eegiinent of Kative Infantry* The war of 1803 was followed 
by wnr with Uolkar in 1801, wliich was finidly concluded by the peace of 10O5* From that 
year up to the end of Uie period under review- open hostilities with the Maratlm power wfore 
temporanly lieid in abeyance. 

It wa?^ not only for her own hand tliot Fkunljay fought during this period ; she also aiiled 
the Govertitnentcsf India in its war with Mysore, by the despatch in 1781 of an expedition under 
Gblonel Hdinheretone, whlcli toohOalicot and Ponany, and by tliesupplyof minforcejnentsin 1782 
which took Honora, Mangalore, Candapnr, Karwar, and all the strong places on the coast cf the 
province of Kanara. The story of the assault of Bwlnore and thedt^th of General Mathews and 
twenty other Bombay officeia is too well kno%vn to require re^ietition. Once again in 1799 dtd 
Bombay stretch out a helping hand against the son of Hyder Ali; and to stiali good ptirpoAu 
that the Marinis WoUeslcy expressed in the warmfSHt terms to Mr, Jonathan Doncanp then 
Ooremor of Bombay, his appreciaiion of ihe work done by the Bom hay contingent, declaring 
that ^ the merits of Geiiorolg Stuart and Hartley* as well as orColonel Montreser and other 
officer?, have seldom been equalled and never stirpasseil m Indiii,^ 

Bombay^ in trntli^ was supremelj coasoious that she had haoonie a political power, 
and was detOTinioed to raise her miUtary prestiga to the same level with her commercial 
reputation. Thus we hear vf her cUizens^ headed by tbo GovomCL' himself, Hubaorihing a sum of 
rifl. ^s,00*(K)0 towards proi^eenting the war with France, of the mising of a corps of armed moa ; 
and finally there are tlie eulogistic wonls of Lrord Wellesley, in reply to an address from the 
inhabiumls of Biunbay uj^on the glorinna tenninatJon of the Mysore War, **Tho distinguished 
partp** he wrote, whioh the Bottloment of Bi>inbay has borne during the late crisis in the labotir^ 
and honours of the eonimon causa has repeatedly clniaied my warm appmbatioiH and will ever 
be romeiaberiKl by me with gralilude and respi^* In your liberal aj>d voluntary ecntribuLion 
toward Is the exigencies of your native country ( and towards tlie defcaeo of the Presidency ouder 
frhoBe Govominent you rodda* and in the alacrity wiih which you have given your persaual 
servicfliJ for the mditary protection of Bombay* I Lave contemplated with pleasure the same 
character of pubUo spirit, rosolatioii and activity* which has marked the apletidld successes of 
tJic army of Bciidviy from the commencement to the close of the Late glorious cain|raign,” 

Tlie despatch of a detaclniiont to occupy the islatid of Periiii in 1799, and to mitiate 
pell tied relations with the Arab chief of Aden, the equipment of the expediUon to Egypt 
imder Sir D- Biiitd in 1801, when the troops embarked in five days after lha requhiiiioii was 
made for them* and the wliole buBuiess was condocteti wilh regrdarity and rapidity^*: and 
finally the e{kCiatlons aiiainft the Pirates of ihe Coast j all these ovents are proof that the power 
of our settlement was inorfasing^ that oinr Ireland wiis gradually gaining the porition* wlibh 
might Justify the snbjotds of other Govemments geeklng her protection. T^oiwitlistaodhig that 
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Artgria^^ power hutl been statteredp pirBOj?^ wg^ still carried oa-ljj Jfanitlitt crqlBars wbiob isMijed 
from ]^la1wim in Kolhapiir or from Vmgorla in ijavnntwinii j *" >rLile to tlio north of Bombij no 
BoriciiK attempt hnd yet mado to hnrn' llio nests of pimtea, who hod sheiterefl from time 
iiLimonioriai in the em&ks and ialaods along the oos^la of Gnjamt, Cutch and Kathiawar.” 
During these years Bombay bestirred bervlf to tid tho wostern coast for ever of these atrocions 
tep^rovor^i of whom aiioh early writers na Ptolemy ^nd Marco Polo had spoken with ilisgast, and 
whose presence hadgiTontho name of Pirate's Isle” to the snore^i islmid of BeyU In 1^07 ihe 
Kathiawar States wore taken tinder British Froientioq ; Id 1809 Colonel Walkori iht" Political 
Agenl^ induced tho Beo of Ctitch to sign a tT¥aty binding hirnsdi to co-opemte with the British 
Government in the suppretaion of piracy } whifo in IS12 treaties wore Tiiailo with Kolhapur anil 
SavanWadi^ whereby the sovereign ty of Mai wan and Vingnrb wclh ceiled to the Engllsb^ axid all 
vessels found equipped in a warlike manner were given Dp^. Although the finnJ blow to piracy 
was not dealt till the period succeeding that of which w e w rite, enough has Ijeon said to ahow 
that the long-estnhtishod power of the Corsairs wa5 seriously undermined by the year 1814, 

Wluit then was the pofition of our Ifllaiid hy the end of this [N^rioii ? In i7Bs? oiir out¬ 
posts liad advanced m far as Thmut; and ihe Bombay fiovomment could claim tho sovereignty 
of all the group of islands in the estuary from Bassein to Ccl&bi. The Bombay Marine had 
established ita supramaey along iJio Malabar Coast » tho Bankot dUtnet had become British 
territory * and in Gujarat the authority of iliu Qaekwar was prnclieally wioldoil hy servants 
of tho Knglbh GovemiDunt^ The y^r 180U wicnossed tho tmusfer to tho Company of tho whole 
adminUtratioa uud revenues of 8iiratj wheso Tulor received in exehange a pension. Finally 
** tho peace of 1903 left Ikimhay in i>osseasipii of political authority almost co-estensiive—jf wo 
exeltide the pm vinca of Sind—with that which ^he now enjuje. She supplied subsidiary forces 
to the Gaokvrar of Baroda and the Feshva^ and gairiFonad the Portuguese city of Goa, occupied 
by the Englbh during the contliiiuuice of the French AVar,” She could send out ex^K^ditions to 
foreign lanils, and at the same time suooe^fully guard her own torritory against attack ^ for 
JEngh^h policy and arms hod success!valy !^uhdnE.^d aJ[ the native powers^ and redtiued to mem 
ciphers ^oso of them that still retained a nominal indopandanca.'" 

Tlieso 0 vents were sufficient in thomsolvea to occasion a rise of population ; for, ae 
General Wellesley remarked during his visit to the l$1and in 1804, *^iucreasing channels of 
weullh ” had in couseqtienae of his victories boen o]>ened “ lo this opalent ietiloitieiitp** ^^Thii 
island,” he w rote on another occasion, 'Mios now become the only plare of secnrity in this 
part of India for property, and for those who are tho objecta of tho Pc^ihvaV enmity and 
vengeance, a oiroumshintie equally honourable to the ohuTBcter of tho British nntjon and 
advantageous bo their interests, and alTorxIing the strongest proof of tbo con fide nco which 
the natives rej>ose in tho justice and wadom of oar polioj and onr laws. ” Couimorcfal 
rivalrv on the part of other EuTO|>€*n nations was an event no longer to be apprehendad; 
trade was in a HourEhing condition ; oud tha old syilem of impartiality and good-will to all 
manner of men, which had fir^ been bom of the great mind of Aungierp hud, in conjunction 
with carefully foaterod militery strength, msensibly, but none the loss inevitably, led to tho 
Etendv colonisation of a once liarroa and *' iunonaiderablo ” land. 

As rogarda domestic affaira, it will (lerhaps suffice to notjeo on the one hand certain 
odministTative meofiores^ designed for the better gnvemment of our pcjasesrsion, and on tho 
other hand any alteratioiis which tho town or bland may have undergone during this period* 
We bavo already made montion of tho good work done by the Bomhoy Marine ; of how tho £eeta 
of the king woto repaired in the Dockyard; how it had become the pollo^force of the Iiidian 
fleas. Its importaace a.s a part of tho oiocative power was increased hy the appointment in 
1785 of A Marino Board, nod in 178C of a Comptroller of Marine. “ Tlie reasons whioh yon 
offered during tho war,” wrote tho fkmrt in March 1783, ^ that the Ehjps belonging to hb 
Majesty’s squadron so felly ongrossotl the marine yard that yon <!Qn!d not then oarry kin 
execution our orders and regolatioa of Decambor 1778 for forming a Marine Board, 
can no longer oiist^ now that peaoo is restored. Uor emn tho osoasee offered in jour latter 
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of tlio iDth Fobruftrj^ 17&4 of tbo mimjf znorii^ necoa^ry i!ivoiniilioD& in wluoh oor Pr®i.idoiJt 
£s eflgn^^d bo admittod for Further postponing thia ea&entlal husinoss. In our opiolena the 
Regolatioiifl bid isiiT to prodooe the moat boooficLil coBsequencoa to the Coidpaiiy us well aa to 
tkceo morohants who may build or repair thair ahipa ut Bombay. They huve been drawn up 
with all the oane uud atteutioa due to so eulutiirj a nieo^iire. And we ane determined onr 
ordeiB sliull in this roapeot be obeyed. Yon are, thorafore, to ooosider it m our positive demand 
to which we will not admit any further oTusion or exonse^ tlmt immediately upon receipt of 
this letter you do form the ^lurine Board imd aemply with the ^venil orders and instructions 
respeotitig the same^ as dirboted in oiip letter of the i3rd December 117?.^* During these 
year?, s Uhlarlno Surrey was also established, for the beuetit of both Qov'ernmont and. 
private rnerobants, Elqualiy important were the meiusures taken to ensure more aoootnoy 
and despatch in the geneml hnstness of the State. In September 1785 the Dircatora 
forwarded the following iuitmoLioiis:—“ Instead of the various sub-tlivisiona of dopartmaata by 
which the businoas of our settlement is aow conducted, it i? onr order that tho whole detaU 
should he Harried onder the following branehee :— 

I- T1i 4 Boud C««£cE4 I Z, Tioiri ef Umnnflp 

A Bwd, ^ Board Cif TemdA 

Otir Pre^dent ami Council will sHil continue to act in their donble capecity of Pablic and Sooretp 
As the duties reepectively belonging to each tioeui to be aconratoly defined in a. Minnte of the 
Governor-General and Council of September 23rd} 1783, wo euclosa a copy iheneof for your 
goidanco. The sole difference is that,ia the definition of the business of the Publio Department^ 
it manlions matters w'hjch rogarLl ^mmmerce and shipping, whereaa our intention is that matters 
of thut description shall belong to the Commeroial Department/^ The Conrt proceed to lay 
down the constitution of the Idilitary Board, and of the Board of Trade, adding tiiat all subse¬ 
quent desfiatches w'lll be addressed to the Bombay Government in its Public, Secroi, Military, 
Revenue and Commeroinl Departments^ Four year^ later the Political Deprtment was in^- 
tuted I and also “ the post of Private Secretary to the Governor's Office,” to which Mr. Zldward 
Galley was appointed on a salary of Rs, 530 a month, 

llie most notable change in the Judicbl Department of the admluiatration was the 
foundation in 1128 of a Bem>rde/a Court, which sdcoeedod the old Mayor^s Court, on tho arrival 
of Sir William Sjer, the First Recorder, The Court was accommodateJ at first in Colonel 
Jouee^ Mou^ in Marine Street fnow the Apollo Bouded Warehouses)} find by 1300 in the 
Admimlty House (Sir, Hornby’s), which In ihcsjj <laya Ims become tho Great Western HcteL 
Sir Willium Syer died in 1802, and wns succeeded by Sir James Machintosh, *tlie Man of 
Promise,’ who, in the words of his diary, nse^I to vary his idle and disengaged life at the 
Govemor^s noble oountry honae of Parol by days of buslnesj at the RocordeKs Court, In 1804 
ho wrltea i 1 have fonr terms for civil busicesa and four sessions for criminal. The number -of 
my days of attendances is about 110 in a year i and 1 eommouly ait three or four hours euoh 
day. [ have found the bnsinese very easy, indeed mther an amugement than a toil. Tha two 
UarristerB are geotlomenUke men,” nAnotber important measure during these years was the 
appointment of Justices of tho Ponce, In 1733 the Governor and Members oF Council were the 
only Justices of the Pcaoe in Bombay, and In 1796 sat In a Goort of Quarter SossioiLS, invitiBg 
two of the inhabitants, agreeably to Bection 155 of the Asse^mont and License Act, to sit 
with them. This system appears to have continued until 1798, when the dutisfl of the Justices 
were lightened hy the transfer to Uio Recorder's (^onrt of tbs Beasione of Oyer and Terminer, 
In 1807 the Governor and Oonncil of Bomlsay were empowered by Act IT, George III, 
to issue eommissioos, appointing so many of tho Company's aervapts or other British hi-' 
habitants, as they should consider qualified, to act os Justices of tlie Peace, under the soul of 
tho Itflcordor's Court, Tho first oommissloQ was issued in 1608, wheroby a Bench of twelve 
Jmlicea was ^ppolnledp whose principal duties wem to attend to the proper cleanings and 
repairing and watching of the town, to raise money for this purpose by assessment on its 
mhabitaut^, and to grant liocuAes for the sale of spirituous liquors. 
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Not oiUj by uppoiiitiiient of Ju^lieea did tliij Bombay Gov'Omiiient endeavour to pmflerro 
tbo health of the growing fcoivji. Vacoinotion is for tbo first time spoken of in those years i is 
mentioned by Dr- Hove, the Polish Savant, who vialted Bombay m 1788. Jlr* Faruier,"' he 
writeiSj *^has inocotatofi about thirteen huudred old and young, out of which ho did not low more 
than two. Tliis has romarkablj abatod the small-poi/* In 1803 we find tho Bombay Govnmmeni 
forwarding to the Court '^tw^enly ctopioii of a patnplilet recently published at this Prestdenoy by 
Dr* Qoorge Keir of yonr medical establjshmont^ oontblningao aei^unt of the introdection oi the 
cow-pox into India,"* and adding that the lOflJons oieriiona cf that gentleman havo proved a 
prinntpol of securing the hleosing of the disoovery to this isJand^^ 

For the further convenience of Bombay inliabitants, regular postal uommunication with 
Madras was eetabJished in 1788 f The achome origiuatoel with the Gevemo*' and Lk;uiioU at 
Fort St. George^ who resolved that an attempt should be nmdo to keep up a regular and 
uoustant oommunicHLtion between that gottlement and Bonila)%on the principle of its being 
attended with both a public and private benefit and the following plauj pnopoeod by Mr. Mcrriflij 
was carried into osecutioaj— 

L That there shall bo stationed at each Pro^ridenoy 4 pairs of Kfisids [messoDgors)« 

2 * That the first peur shall be dcapatched by the Goveranioiit of Madras the first 
Wednesday in the mouthy and bo direetd! to procecil to Bombay by Hydombod and 
Poona* 

3* Tliflfc the second pair shall follow on the third Weclnesday, and so to proceed in 
FQgnJar routine, despatching them every other Wednesday till the four poir^are in employ* 

4^ Tliat De soon os the KAeids can be proenred at Bem^y, they shall be returned 
from thence on the second nnd fourth Wocines^lay of every months by purtrofug of whiob 
met hod I n constant and regular com munication wjj| bo kept on foot* 

S- That such iudividualii as chcose to avail themselves of this mode of convoying 
letters to and from eoch Presidency* are to pay whan put into the office* for a single letter 
Rs. 2, for a doublo letter Esu 4, and for n treble letter Bs, (i* Fachetii, accordLUg to their 
weight, at the rate uf Es. 4 per ounce- 

fi. That the Kishia undertake to deliver ihe paickcts cntrixated to their charge for 
either settlement within 25 day^, and to rctnni witliin the same period with other des¬ 
pite] leSt unless detained by Governmetit on aoconnt of their packets net being ready. 

Of miner arrangements for the benefit cf tho {W»ple^ one may remark in particular the 
omancipation of the Kolia, and the refusal to grant a five ymj^* monopoly to the soJiors of betel- 
Icuf, ** As we nuderstaudt” wrote the Directors in 17SI, “that aq old arbitrary powotp which 
was eatahlished when the island haloqged to tbo Portuguese* has beeq exercised In later times* 
and perhaps is in some degree exercised, agaLusL that mo^t useful set of pwple, the fisher¬ 
men, a certain number of them being obliged to fish in the Breach water, and toactaapajanquin- 
hoarers to some of the gcutlemen In office, for the first of wbich duties they eitlior reoeivo no 
pay or scarce any and for the ktter not near the wagea onstoniary, ond that they experience other 
grievancos which must not only subject their in Justly to Iiii]>osftlon, hot their persons to insult 
and oppreasiou from the sopoya or others author! to oempol them to oxeoute snob duties wA 
direct that to cose such grievances do still in any degree eri^l, they ho on receipt of this letter - 
entirely abo]ishe<l and the fisUomieo released from all such servitude and loft as free os the other ' 
mfanbitank of tho bland/* The idea of a bfttol-loaf monotMiij uns sternly discoimtenanceib os 
the ground tluit monn|}olies cf this nature, however apparently c^oukted or intendefl for tho 
publio good* fre(]uent]y produee incouveiiience and griovanuess which in thb case would chiefiy 
fall on Uie lower order of people, to whom !^te]-leaf Ls an absolute necc^rv of life. ’’ 

Such were the more important domestio improvement;^ ofthie year; but no sorvoT of 
tho period would be complete without a reference to building operetious, early as 1787 
onoroHchments wltbin the waUs of the garrison had become re nnmeretu tlmt a speemj Committee, 
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ooMistmgofthe Land PuyniBitcT, CoUwrtor and Cliiflf Enginaer, was appointed to esamino the 
pii™tc hqilding;s which nativea were erecting, and deoidn how for they might prove prejcdiouil 
to pnhlic works nnd the g^ncml health of the inhabiUmU One learns that in the absence of 
any restriction respecting tiK* height ol booses, “the confined extent of thoirground has led 
many of the bUek inhohitants to iwise their houses to so great a heiglit tis tony be injnnoia 
to tlia healLhiii«B of the town. It has likmvise heen imfortomite, both for the ooolnes. and tlie 
nppeamiioe of the towiu tliat little attention has been given to the bresnith efthe streofe, and 
to keeping them as ranch as jiOisible straight cutting each other at right angles.” The 
Committee made various suggestions for improvement; that the principal stroet of tile town 
ahonld be enlarged to fifty feet, the cross-stroefcs to twetity-five feet, and the Innes or ‘ guUa * to 
fifteen feet • that no native house ehoold eseeed thirty-two foot in heiglit, “ from the terreplein 
to the caves" ; that all shop-projections should be removed, “as being positive oncroaehments 
on tlio slreeti, and rooeptaclea tor every kind of filth and nastiness ” ; that every house-holder 
filioiiM bo coni|ieUi'd to clean daily that part of the street 0|)p03ite his dwelling-house j that 
nnv houso-holder “ allowing dirt to remain in the street opposito his divelling-house ” should 
be liueil : and that the piling of goods on ihe green or any other open area within the town 
slionld ho restricted to particular kinds of si>eoi£€!d goods ; “ and that the inspeetion and control 
of the buiineas sliould be placed nrider such authority as might eft'ectnally prevent the iucove- 
nienee from going beyond the liiuila alloweil by Government. ” Notwitbsta^ing the approval 
of those suggestion*, and the issue of an order to carry them to u pmotieiil issue, sime external 
stimulus was needed to effect definite expansion and improvement. An opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing wider and more r eg filar streets, and of relieving congested localities, wns oventunllj 
afforded by the great fire which broke out in the north of the town on the 17lh February 1S03. 
HoIV it IIrose, was never definitely decided ; hut to quote the wtrds of the Honourable Jonathon 
Duiit^n, “ So great and violent was the eonliagratton, that at sunset the destruction of every 
house ifi (he b'ort was apprehended. The flames direetod their course in a south-eastorlj 
dtreotioii from that part of the Bazaar oppodto to the Cara beriand Ravel m quite down to the 
King’s barracks. During the whole of the day every effort was used to oppose it* progress, tot 
the fieroeness of the fire driven rapidly on hy the wind halHed all attompis ; nor did it visibly abate 
tiU nearly a thiid part of the town within the walls had been consniuod," A letter from the 
Bombay Government of the 26th February 1803 sliovrs that aliogethor 471 houses were 
destroyed, out of which 5 were the property of Eurepeaui, 231 of Hindna, 141 of Parsis, 83 
of Maliommedans ; while 6 “ plaoea of worship’* and 5 hanneke (the Tank barracks) wore also 
burnt to the ground. The last embers wore hardly extinguished, before the Bombay Government 
was initiafing the work of reform. A careful survey iva* raado not only of the quarter affected 
but also of those localities which liail osciped ; we reail of many houses being removed as 
dangerons, lO in Churoh Gate Street, 7 in Govind Kanoba’s Stroot, ft in the lane opposite 
Sorabji’s house, 2 in Vithoba Yudavji’a Lane, 2 in Framji Nauabhai’u Lane, 4 in Purshottam 
Qiiuiaji’s Street, 5 iu Oavasji Patol's Street, 3 in Ifaiuihhai Bamanji'a Street, 3 in Kavasji 
Bubehdar’e Lane, 5 in the Governor’s old steblo and 9 olhera. A largo quantity of matting 
was removed from the Europesn quarter to the north of Church Street, and domauils were 
made for iho demolition of certain Bhoys’ (Bhois or Palnnquin-tiearorB’) houses near the Bazar 
Gate. The real imiiertance of the fire, however, lay not so much in the imprevement of the 
town within the fort walls, as in the indueement which it offered to the eenstruetion of a new 
town outside, Tho oren beyond the fort haii iu an earlier period been practically and sparsely 
built over ; but it was not till after tbe fire of 1803 that the native town, a* wo know it to-day, 
began to spring up. The idea of a new town outside the walk wag strongly approved hy 
Govemoient. It initst probably appear, ” they wrote, under every point of view preferable 
to allot a space in the oarts adjoining tho fort and espbuade for tbe erection of a hbek town 
such as at Mtulras ; or gradually to effect such a separation between the town and fortifications, 
as exists at Calcutta. ” Lawr, in writing to iho Town Committee, they expressed n hope that, 
that body would be able “ to conviiicu the natives in question of tho unadvisafaleneas of their 
residing in a garrison crowded with lofty stmeinres filled with goods and morohandbe and 
inteisected by such narrow atrccts a* existed heforo the lute fire. And that ftom the couvictioi* 
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forced on tiieir mlndg by the lito sad calAmHy% they will willinijly ootxciir in tho oxpe<liency of 
thoir dwelling hoojea aad fatnilied being without tho Fort, whom they on^bt to be aop^ibls thsfct 
under tbe ndTantnga of our loiutar slttiation both will be m porftot soenrity/* In order to 
eucounigo the bnildiog wid rebuilding of bonsee outride the wallfly a fresh eito was lelested for 
tho import and trufBc in auoh inflammable snbAtanoaa na oil, dommtr and ghi ; the old posfage 
of the Mandvi or custom houae wns closed * and every facility was affonled to the dealers hi 
Gueh flubstauecs for eettling in oloee proximity to the new site. Pre^re was also E wrought to 
bear upon those who^i houses bad l^ecD dostroyed, and who were am bus to reboild ttpoo their 
old ate^ in order that the areci of the coDflagration might be reserved for a belter and less 
iufbmmable stylo of building. ** The exclusion of inhabitants,^ said the Committee* " is a desi* 
rable ohjetjt to be ath^iued, us many of the pievions inhabitants had uo right to a reHidenoe in 
Fort* ^hey had no business to transactp and wore .merely drunos in tho hive intemip^ng the 
business and puTsuits of others. Tho ohange of the Mandvi will also withdraw^ a coualderable 
number of petty tradexa who will find it to thoir interest as well as to be more convenient to be 
he^ the scene of their traffic. Thus tlia acooinjnodutloq!i within the Fort aill bo led to the more 
rt^pectable and wealthy merchants, who have the Lest elabi to lU protection/’ By 
the close of ljj03 the Connnittoe were steadily cngngc4| in apportioning new sites otitaide the tow'n 
walls, and in granting reosomible poouniury eotnjwuaaliDn os well, jn a]] cases w^here the 
new cxtm-mnral plots wero of less value than the old sites. 

The firo of 1803 was in ronlily a blearing in disguise j for it accelerated the foundation 
of that settlement, which gradually grew into the City of Bombay^ Tho Tlnrnby Vcllnrd and 
smaller dams bad provided the neeeasury ground ; the conflagration resulted in the conversion of 
that groand to a practical pnrpoftUt Milbam in his '-Oriental Commerce** gives tho following 
ikotoh of the old town, as it apjiearod between 1803 and IflOS s—“ Befw een the two marine 
gates 13 tho castle calked Bombay Ca^lle, a regular quadrangle^ well built of strong Iiard stones. 
In one of the bastioni; is a large tank or roson^oiv for ™ter. Tlia fortificatiuiix are nmnsroiiS| 
Ijarfcienlarly towards the sea, and are so well ooqstnicted, the whole being encompassed by a 
broad and deep ditch, which can be fiooded at pleasuTO, that it is now ooo of tho strongefft places 
the Company have in India. B^^ides tlie Castle are severoj forta and redoubts, tho prinei|ial 
of which ie Mabim eitnated at the opposite extremity of the island, so that, properly garrif^nedi 
Bombay may bid dehanoo to any force that can be brought againsE it. In tho centre of the town 
13 a large open space, called the Greonj which in the fine weather ieoson, is covered with bales of 
cotton, and other nieroliaudise entirely nrpi^teoied j around the Green are many large weU*built 
and handsome houses; the Government house and tliu Churoh, which k an extremely neat, 
commodious and airy building, are close to each other oo the left of tho Churcb Gate. On the 
right of tho Chnrch Gni^ is Ibo Bazar, which is very crowded and popnlous nod where the 
native memhants principBlIy reside. At its oommoncement stands tho tlieatrop a neat hartdsomu 
stTUDtnro. This part of the town suffered much by a destructi ve fire, wluch broke out ia Febru¬ 
ary 1803 and destroyed nearly threo-loiirths of the Bnaar, together with the barnieka custom- 
honse and many olbor public buildiugSi and property of immense vnlno belonging to tho mtive 
merchants. Many houses in the neighbourhood of the Caatle were batlored down by the Artik 

letT, to stop ffie progress of ffie flaniesp and presom magazmCp or in all probabUlty (he 

wholft towii have been destroyed. Since the fifo of 1303 this part of the town has hc^n 

rebuilt, and ibo whole much improved, at a confiiderablc expense to the Company. ’* 

The GovemoTsbip of Jmciilmn Duncan wOl ever be remarkable, if for no other reason, 
fur tho construction of the Sion Cansewrty, wbbb connected tho bland witli Salwtie. The doom 
of the old feny-lwot sorv’ioe was aeaied in mS, when the work wus begun under the Bupervision 
ofMr. Robert Nicholson. Jnl7D9 wefind inentiau thereof made in connection wtffi a severe 
itonu which swept over the blujid m the month of Sovomher. “I have further tho satirfactiou to 
ioform you” writes the Engiueor, ^thaf ilumg the lalo severe storm, iu which it may be 
supposed the water wa^ very much agiialed, uot a tingle stone wns displaced, *’ The causeway 
w^ completed in the y«ir 1803, and most have proved of incalculable benefit (o the migratory 

portion of tho island's population. 
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Before finally quitting tliis subject, ym would call nttantiou to otto or two of tho morfr 
noteworthy building of tiua opooh. The Colaha Ligbt-hotiso, which waa completed by thoymr 
1772, 13 noticed by Milbum in the fiilbwing pamgraph " Cibso to Bombay, sopamted 
only by a small orwk fordable at low water, bCoUbaorOtd WoinBn’a Island, which partly 
forms tho north side of the liiirbonr. It is about 2^ miloB long. Near itt southern extremity 
stands the light-honec. This hniltling is of a oiroular to™, and has within it a flight of 
stops to ascend to tho top ; tho height is upwards of 150 feet above the lerel of the sea, and 
the light may ho seen in clear weather tho distance of seven leagues. There U also a aignal 
station whore a regular watch is kept day nnd night, tho eipeiwe of which is deftayod by a 
rata levied on all vessels fi-eqnonting the port On this island are hanaoks for the military, and 
occasionally a camp U formed hare, being esteemed a healthy sitna^on* It has mauy dolightful 
villas scattered about. The point of Colalo on which the Lighteliooso stands, is gnaided on all 
sides by an eitensivo reef of rocks, divddal into prongs j the most dangaroiis is the S.-’VT, prong, 
whioh forms the nortliern boamliVTj of the emranoo into tho Whour, and Tull Reef the 
southern. The breadth of the channel between the prongs and Tull reef is about three miles." 

For many years there had been com plaints about tho incoiivenianoe of the Town JaU, 
whiob after 1745 was situated in tho Marine Yard. “This building, the County Jail,” wrote 
tho Civil Auditor in 173S, “ would be very valiuihle, if laid into the Marine Yard. And I do 
not sea anV necessity for having a prison within the fort. Tins present one lias beeo often and 
verv juatly complained of for not affording sofficiont accumuiodation to the priioiiers, ” In 
I7it£>, thoTofoTa, a plot of ground was purohaeed at Umarkhadi, upon wliioli the present 
Common Jail was built. Ao insciiption on the western gateway of the eniciosiire shows that: 
“ This Gaol WikJ built during the administration of tho tiononmble Jonathan Duncan, Estiuira, 
18U4." 

Mr, Hornby's bouse in Slarine Street, which forms Another landmark, was used till the 
opening of the nineteeiith ceaLnry ns an Admiralty House ; for, us the Bomliay Government 
explained, it wiis “ iioceiaaTy to provitlo a proper house for the acconunodation of the Ci>tutnimdor- 
iu-Chief of tho fleet in liiiila, and tiiere was no other in the place either hi point ol situation or 
coiiveuience or in other reapt^at so well adapted for hie residenae.” Bnt in IbOD tho main 
building waa reaervetl for the nceomrnodition of the newly established Recorder's Coart, a small 
portion being utiliBod as a store-room for the Admiralty furnitore. 

Another bnilding, which has given its name to a portion of tho Island, was tho Cooper¬ 
age, descrifaed in 1759 as “a shed the coopers work in." The ereutiou in 1701 of proper 
t’ooponigo huildinga on the Esplanade resulted from a recommendation by Rear Adniiral Sir 
Blward Hughes to the effect timt, “ As the Company furnish warohousos for the reception of 
salt provisions sunt to this pbce for the service of his Majesty’s squadron, and as much inoon- 
voniencO has arisen to the inhabitants residing in the garrison from the necessary surrejung, 
repacking and repickling the said provisionii, I am of opinion that lodging snch provisions in a 
dry woU-buill shod or in a house eroded on the Apollo Ground, walled ronml and tiled on the 
roof, would relieve the inhabitants from tho iDUch-oompIained-of stenoh, ariting from doing 
wliot is absolutely necoisaTy for tho preservution of the suit provisions. ” In oonaequenoa of tho 
Admiral’s totter, Govemuient decided to oraot ** a proper shod on the Apollo Ground for the 
reception of the King’s provisions.” 

Of some interest in those years must have been the house, long stneo pulled down, which 
w as occupied by the Duke of Wellington in 1801-2. A correspondent of the BoTidiatf Time$ 
wrote tho following account of it in 1656 It is a mere hut of a place, sudi as a suljaitem of 
the Bombay Army would perhaps turn np bis nose at, and think only (it for sorvonte or for a 
BtaUo. It is situated bohvean the road and the sea at the curvo of tho Bay (Back Bay) toivards 
Mulnhar Hill, dose to whore tho roaii from Bjculla turtu into tha Breaoli read from the Fort. 
It is iu the middle of a wood yard, and in fact cannot lie miatukon. ” This osplanadon will bo 
dearer to modern minds by remembering that**tha road from BycuUa”oorrespouds to the 
** Gamiluvi Koud ” of the twentiotb century. 
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The mcz'Kiisa of popnlatton^ ivhich hud hUcon pkoe bjp the year L314^ wrs in great meuaure 
dae to the pollltcal and internal pragree.^^ whicrh we have hriedy dolmeated. But it h douhtfal 
whatlier miUtarj ochieveiDentji, protection of trade oiid good, govemmoat, ooalil by themftftlTC^ 
have eosinml an inorao^ of tjT^OOQ, It la a raoonled feet that In 181^ the pa[>uJatiou of Bom¬ 
bay and thftt of the whole ntiuiber 20^000 at were famine Tofngoeai and we 

inoline to the belief that in 1814 olso^ tboro were on the idland a eonuderable nomber of persooi 
who, nrlgmally driven hither by the great faaiine of 1803^ hail deoided not to retaru to tlieir 
bomea in the Konkaa or Deooan^ but to ^ek »noh new nieaiis of auhi^iatetiqet wore afforded by 
u thriving and well-govemed iettlemient^ Many no doebt retamwi to their yjllageiit when the 
atrese wa^ over, aa Ihoj do in the&a later day^; but many moat have romainod and oontrihuted 
by their prewnoeto the total of 180,000. t>f tliat memombk fammo one mikhes a glimpee In the 
** Oriental Memoirs." What infinite advantage*" say-i the writer^ " whiit InoaiGalable baaefik 
lumt aoome from a wlm and liberal admlnisiTatloii over those oxtonalve rimlma wbiob now 
form part of the BritUh Empire] ii^ not for me to di^osa. What Immenee good wna done by tho 
wise policy of the Bombay Government alone during a late famine, wo leam fro in the addrois of 
Sir Jainea Maokiatoab to the Grand Jury of that Island In 1804* ffo other language tlian his 
own can be adopter) on thb Interesting anbjeqt. It Indirectly points ont the object I have oRen 
mentioned^ the tttiioIiomttQn of the natives of India by tba iatrodnotiou of religion, laws, art, 
acience and dviliflatlon] in their best and moot comprehensive sense. The upright and able 
MagistmtOt after dcaCanting upon famine in generali enters into tho pnrticnJatw of that in the 
KonkaiJ] occafiiottod by a partial fftilnro of tho periodical rains in and from a uoinplok 

failure In IbOSt from whence] bo says, a famine has arisen in the Adjoining provinces of Imlia, 
esjiecially in the Maratba territories^ wlilch I shall nr^t attempt to describe^ and which. I believp, 
no man can truly represent to the Enropeam piiblio without the hazard of being cluirged witli 
estravagnnt b^srediblo fiotlon* Some of you have aeeu JU ravages. All of you have heard 
accounU of them from accurate observers. I have only &cen the fagitives who have fled before 
it and have found an asylum la this inland. But oven I have seen enough to bo convinced that 
it is difficult to overcharge a picture of Indian Jetolatioii. I shall now' state from authentio 
documents w hat has boon done to save these territories from the iiviBorablo condition of the 
neighbour mg country. From 1st Se[>tember 1003 to t ho present time» Ootober 1804, there 
have been iiisporhed Or purchased by Govornmenfc 414,000 hags of rbo, and there Temaiii 
160,000 bag^ contracted for, which are yet to sirivc- * * • # The effects of this 

impoitation”on the popubtiou of our territories, it b not very difficult to estiomto. The 
popubdmi of Bombay. Sdsotte, Kanmja and of the city of Snmt i designedly onder^ 
estimate at itKl^UOO* I am entitled to presnme that If they hod continued subject to native 
GovornmeTit^ iliej wooia have sdiareJ the fate of thb neighbouring provinoaa which still are 
BO subject. 1 sli^li iiot he 5U3i>eoted of any tendency tovfank exaggeration] by any man who 
ts jicfiuaiatwl with the sbte of the opposite ooiitinent, when 1 say that in such a case im eighth 
ofthupoijulatlon mtb^t Imve jwirfehed. Fifty thousand huiimn beings have* therofoio, been 
sive.1 from death in its most form by the esistenca of a British (Sovermneiit m thl^ 

bland * • • * * Thu post purtiofllar wbioh I have to rtato rabtos 

untiappy nfogeas, 'vI,o haTC fonaU their .™y into our tarritorj. From the month 
of Maroh to the prosont month of October, aoeb of them os codd bbonr, hava baeu employed 
in useful imhiio works and btive haen fed by Government. The monthly avenige of these 
portoiis smoa Mereh is 0,t25 in Bombay, 3,1 Uif in Sabetfe, mid in Sumt a wnsiderablo nomber^ 
ftinnidi from that OTtv I saen no esafit roturna. * * 

Diion tho whole 1 am sore timt I considerably underefeta the fact in saying that tha Endab 
Govortiment in this island Bas saved tha lives of 100,000 pemos, and what is moro imporlut 

"’’f "“Z n 

befero they fe«nd refoge in death; besides tha misery of ail thow who lav ad them or who 
dooandtsl in their oaro. ” One cannot help thinking that the lianehwnl attitude of our Go^eni^ 

to ramiiin upon the island, and that Usd there been no famina to drive th im hither lu the fiwt 
in 3 taiu>>, our population vronld not bavo inoreuaed to quite ao great an extant. 
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The trading cotnmnnitiea wore stendily ad^raneing in number? during theao y®*?*, and 
wero aettling iii Iwlkieg outside tho fortificntiom, and aa near tbe docks as possiblop From 
1803 onwarJis, dweliing-konseSf godowu^ shops, nilJ markets bogan to rise, the origins! nuoleiis 
of our Maudvi, Cbolda and Oomerkbirr}^ socUon?* The preMnt Seoretary of the “ Dam 
Oewal Jain ” Coinmuiiity informs ua tkit bj IbOO there were some sii or eight femiHos of 
that class, settled in what wo now know as Dongri Strcot; and that in immediately socooeding 
years, there were freali arrivals from Cntohp tempted to the idand by the prospect of feir 
tmde, who bought land, built houses, and generally laid the foundations of one of the most 
prosperous of OUT inodom commercial classes. The Parkis wore in no wise hehindbaud : a 
consid$rahle list of names, which it would be hat tedious tu rcedl, has been handed down to 
us, proving that the ancestors of several families, well-known m these days, were in Bombay 
by the year 1814 Lovjfs gratidson, Jatnshedji Wadio, was carefully guarding the reputation 
which his sire and groudsiro Iwd be<]ueatlied, and earning the golden opinions of the ruling 
lx>dy by bnilding first ols&s frigates for the Indian Marino, and stout vossels for such friendly 
powers as the Imam of Muscat, Tlia Jdn~iSamhdi e,, the Soul of Bomlxiy), a Persian 
pamphlet written in I.S18 by an anonymous Mughal scribe, Bpouks of the Memo ns as sellers of 
fuel, and of one “Abba Fateh Afubammad ” ag tlie iiendman of that community. The Khojas 
arc also mentioned as iiawkei? of jiarehed riee« N^otwifhstanding that tbo Bohm^ and other 
Mahommedan commonitieg were permitted to reside within iJie Fort^ a considerable i]uml>er of 
Moors mustp hy the olose of this period p have gathered round the four maia “ baudara*' or ports 
of the I^dand, namely, the Bori BandELr (now the Victoria Baiiway Terminus), the Koli Bandar 
or Gowli Bandar, tha Masjid Bandar, and the Chinch BaiidEr» The two latter Iiiive given their 
names to well-known modern loonlities- Tho situatipn of thoso MaliDminedati cemeteries and 
shrines ako, wLicli erisied at the close of this period^ point perhaps to tho gradual dispoiriun 
of the community over the face of the iflland. Our unknown Porsiun iii^orian tells of bnrmk 
grounds at Sonapur, Oomerkharl, Kbctwiu^ii, Tarvjidi und MuIiIiti ; and gives the following 
lengthy list of ehriuea upon the island :— 


CO 

(ii) 

(iii) 
(Ivj 

C^) 

evi) 

(Tii) 

tviiO 

(ix) 


Cx) 

(xi) 

(xH) 

(xiiij 

Cx^) 


The shTibQ of the M&bhdutn Takih AIL 
„ ft „ Sboiih SJbjfi at Pewri, 

pH » Say&d Badruddiu m the Bhoudy Ba^ar. 

„ ^ Sayad? Nizamnddln and Mubiuddiu iu Oomei'kliari, 

sp r* N Ashlk fitiah lu Boagnp 

„ Sayad flusMin Idnas in Sxt^Txr—(bodie Satar Streot), 

„ Bajad HLsaoinddin at Do-Taj^—(L Bon Tad^ modern Doatar), 

tt tr Bbab in CowbaJi Tat*!'a garden, 

Pedn Bhnh (e Pcrttiguesa convert wbo on couvensioa to l-^Iam obtilned 
the honour of a&croeaictityh on the 'maidon' (i. t., the Efpljuiadep 
north of the modera I, P. Bail way Tcrminiti)p 

„ Eianuilah Bhah^ adjoining the Fort walls (L 0,^ to the eaet of modern 

Victoria fermlniii}. 

The ‘^ ObUla’^ of SbahDawat fn Kumbharwojla. 

The two Chillaa*' of Shah Madai; one in Sat Tar. and one near the Bhendj Bazaar. 
The thrlue of Sbah Hacan GhaxiU^eer tbo ligbi-bonsc. 

Vp, Shah Huieeiu Ghste^ti at Mo ha (V). 

M .. Sheikh Momin Barbit hmf Bnrlmt Bazaai. 


That the foundations of onr modem city wore laid iu those years, will appifur more clearly 
by rererenco to the aumber? of persons aotunlly resident within the ForL A survey of tho Fort 
population was made in 1813, whence it nppeuret] that 10,801 persons wore dwelling within tho 
walls. Of these 250 wore Engliah, 5,lfi4 were Pnrsb, 4,061 Hmdiis, 775 Moorii, 146 Portugooee 
and 105 were Armenians. On deductlou of those figures from tho total popuktioji cf ihe island, 
one may assume that the oxtrsrmariil pepuktion wria roughly 170^000 ; and allowing twenty or 
thirty thousand persons to the Mabim district, it oeems probable that there were about one 
hunjlrod Mid tliirty or one linndrod and forty thoiisaad resident between tho Bazar Gate in the 
touth and the Farel village and the Mahakkshmi temple in the norths 


A few remarks upon tho commorckl circumstances of the Island will forin a ouitabk 

opilogue to the hisfoiy of the j^eriod. Up tUI tbo year 1813, ns we If^om frcizi Maclean and 
other writers, the East India Company retained eicluaive pn^ise^iou of trade, private persons 
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bdng to m<]u]>;e in commerce only with the C!Qmpatiy*i Private 

bad little or no chfLnca in Bonibiy at a time wli^n the Company and its semmcs hml tlie pick «f 

the trade ; and Milbnni gives the tbllowiiig ai a complate list of imlo]milent Buropean Hrms :— 

Bruce f FawoDtvd 

Pofbef & Go, ^ 

Cotton d Co^ 

Jeha IiAckie, 

BcAufort. 

Baxter^ Skin 1 Csi 
JohaMitcheU^Cc. 

Wocller ^ Cop 
B. MoT/^a A Co* 

The ooinmandors and* ofticefa of ihe (limpany's ships omployed Pam do bashes or ageiiH 
to manage their inveUotennip The toiniage of the merokant ships in 1811 1 uas 17^5'93 tons, 
sonie of the shii^ uirmng 1,00() tons, iind, the largest cIew could toko a e^Lrgo of 4dH)0 bdes 
of cotton. There was only one Insurance Officoi tlie Bombay InBUtance Society, wirh a oapStid 
of £0 lakhs; but mueli umlenA'ritiiig wiiii ilone hy |private peisons.^’ 

NotwJthetaDiling the restrictive effect of a inonopoly, which certainly dontnluted, con¬ 
jointly witlj the ™bverftion of the Mcghal Empire, to a doolioo in the trade of Suratj Bombay 
attained iocresiaing imjiortsnoe os a Imde-C^ntre, and appeared to Mil bum, at thocoimnenceinent 
of the eighteenth conitir)^* likely to prove the dniablo of all the English jM>9st»issions in India. 
We read of iifi])orts between 180£ imd 180fi valuoil at £2,400^000 p and of esporfcj worth 
£liy^8ifh)0; of cotton exported to China in 1805, worth Sicca Ru[>ees tH,73^63** j of gcM>iU and 
treasure eilportod between 1792 and 1M9 of the aggregate valuo of £3^8ijl,CH)(j, 

But in IS13 tt change \mA lutrtniuood into commereial couditfoni by the passing of Lord 

Mdvilla's Bill, which nliolislietl the eiolusiVO ti^o eff the Cemijuny with Indio, socoriug to it 
fur twenty years longer the inono]K>ly of the tnule with Cliina. The renioval of old privilogu# 
gave great enoonmgement to the tslnnd s counneree* purticularly to the export ttade to England 
in raw cotton, which rose from 30 million lb#- in 1309 to 90 million lbs* la 1316* Whet would 
those old adventurers, Ralph Fitch ami John Xowbury, luive thongbt^ had they been dive in 
thcee yearH am! witne^^sed the opportunities for trade, w-berain all mighty if they so wished, 
©(juflUy pairticipale. They, titer tediorw over land journey in 1583, liad mat widi but a poor 
w^dcofnef and learned more of Portuguese than of the spices, ivory and fine stuffs ol’ India, 

By the year !814 the <dfcuimiane«s of Bombay were mosi: favourable* Military and 
politi< 5 al prestige had been acquired I tnulfl iviH expanding j progress in dom^tio matteis wm 
af 4 ^nT«d; and these three facts protiuceu so favourable an inipresaiou upon tlwwe conunnnitioSp 
which recognised or had leomt by e^rporiertoe the inhoretit weaknes^ses of Maralha ilominion, 
that juarea'^e of popidation oml occupation of hitherto muio areas bid fiiir lo be simply a question 
of time* • 


*■ 
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PeBICID THK yEVESTH.~lSj4 TO 

On two occnsioiiJ diirbi|!£ tlie perjod liifetiug Trofti JS14 to 18<^8p estSEiiatos ofth^ Bon[il>aj' 
popolntiou wfjTo rocordo(L In 1880^ atjcordlng to Tjig^run^o* the nombypi on tbo JsEuiid bad 
risen fron^ 180,000 to 221*,OUO : hy IdSti, tlioy Iml agiviii inor^seil to 28t3,000. Tlio bttyr 
dato gboiild, strictly spefskingt fonn tba cloiKJ of the peritHl ? bnr^ on tbe sappnsitbn that :i 
}>{^rick1 of two year* would not Imvo larooly affwted tbo totitl of 1836, and in conisidcinition also 
of tlio faot that Sir Robert Grant^a ratirfiuieot in 1888 oon^titntes n more nattiml conclusion to 
II fre>h cbnptort St h proposed to extend the iKinodery of our survey lo the tai^r {late- Tlie 
lapse of rongtly two additiomd years oannot bnvo added more than a fow hundred—-if indeeil 
any incrHise whatever oceurred — the total of 236,flt]*0 recon l ed ngainst the year I833« 

The jKjliiical history of tbe poricHl undtr review i& romatkablo for the final extinction of 
pinwJV on the Western Coast of Indbii and for the detbrcneniieiit of the dynasty of Pcsbvas* ^Ve 
liave already ruviawed the itejie takau to nndermino the ftowor of the pimies m the preceding 
period. “ Those arrangemantsi rennarks Maclean, led of course to disotders and insurtectioiu^ 
among the turbolent classes of Lhe jkopulfttioii j and the final blow was not given to the pirates, 
of Katlitawai* till 18l!?i when a Britbh force under Colonel Stanhope oseakded Dwarka and 
put the whole garrison, who i-ofuaed to ask for quarter^ to the swonl.^' Thus a just retribution 
overlook theiUi who hiid for mimy a long year terrorised the |ieactfii] nierohante of Snrat and 
Iknnhay i the last of the Rover ji^loys, a goodly ami imposing-looking vessel, having n lofty 
poop and Wked rostram ” lay high and dry upon the shores ; and Reyt, the Robber^s Isle, 
was bereft for over of ii5 ohidftaini who preferred the prospect of peace and a pensioui to tin? 
chance of amassing more woalEh by acts of violence again^ the £iibjflois of a nation^ which biid 
already proved its flUjieriority lo the Xativo powers of Western [ndin. 

Riiji Rao, the Poehva^ h\d been restored to hts throne at Poona on the I3th May 1803 * 
and up tlH the year 1317 remained ostensibly an ally^of the EnglUhp to whofic intervention he 
owchI his reatoratioii. But, "aprince who is calletl independent, but who knows thathk? 
authority depends on the good will of a FoIiticaJ Resident nnd a liody of foreign troops^ must bo 
endowed with rnre magnanimliy if he does not both oppress his own subjects tmd chafe under 
the linutatious placed on his sovereign power to make war and conclude treaties with other 
States, The ^^onsoionstiess that be is protecEenl by a force strong enough to keep him on the 
throne^ in epite of alt llie efforts of d boon tented subjects, removes the only ctirb—tlie div^ad of 
re bell ion--which restrains an unprincipled despot from gniEifying to the utmost llie ev-il paswiem^ 
of cruelty, Inst and oovetousnoss * while, at the same time a rcitoroil tyrant, in nine oeiscs out of 
toiin, restmls hh obligations to the foreigners who Live given him buck Ids klugdoni, feeling that 
he hut n pupivet in their hands, when they keep him from indulging Lta ambition in tvarhke 
oEiter|>fises, and bid him be content to stay at home and be absolute master of the lives and 
fortunes of his own people, ” Tbe thirteen years wliieh el:i|tfle^l from the date of Baji 
restoration to his open doeJaration of hostilities, are replete widi instances of the greasest tymnny 
agoim^ his own peopIC| anti at I fie snme time of treacherons iniriguo agsiinst Ills Ruroi^an 
cleft ndere. Seglect of the cJv3 aciminJ:^Tmtionj accumulation of personal gain bi' &e<|nestira£.bii of 
estates and by extortion i both from Ludividuals and tVom the gonenil publicj subject to his authority, 
led to insoiTOetion and iinrea^t, and rendereit the continuation of hk swii}*abhorrent to tlie inhabit’- « 
of Ills kingdom. Daji Rao’s hostility lo fhe Englidi provoked him to stultify a guarantee of 
anfely whioh the latter liud gmnted to the Gackward's Agent, Gangadhar Phastri, w^ho visited 
Poona in 18J 5^ for the purpose of i^ttling certain c]aim& preferrenl against liia master by the 
Pe^hva. The story of hh murder by Trimbikji Danglta, of the latter’s imprLsonmenl at TJmnn, 
und escape in Ifilfii ibrough the kind officos of ** a Mamtha horee-keepert who sang in an appa- 
renllv careless manner ontslde Triinbatj^a cfeU, tho information wliioh would help hini to esoafio,'^ 
needfi but parsing reference^ Xo sooner was the infhniODS minister hack In Poona, thnn we find 
B:i]i Rao idljlng him^lf with Pindari fnee-booters, and with 8^cindiaj Golkar, and the Raja of 
Berar, in a conferloraey to overthrow' the British powen The hesilatloiif which formed a 
^ns'iderable olement in the P»hvaV charaeterj prevented his joiniug with the English for 
lome days \ *tiid the latter pnofiteil hy the respite to obtain reinforcements ffom Bombay^ which 
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covered the whole tlistaiuje froiii Pin well to Pooua with onlv- one halt, and nntved m the 
Deceun uapilnl on the 30th Oatol]or ISIT. On the i>th November wjls fought the Battleot‘ Kirkee, 
the crowning-point of the !itrDggIo ngainst Native iwwetSj which had cominencerl in the latter Iinlf 
of the iiovontoanlh oeuttur)'. Those only/' quotes fllnoleaii, ** vfho have witnessed the Bor* m the 
Gulf of Chnibar, and have seeu in perfection the ap[iftiMh of that ronrlng tide, oon form the 
exact idea presented to the author at sight of the Pesliva'a army. It was towards tho altornoon 
of a Ten' sultry day} there was a dead cftlni, tmd iu> sound was Itean], except tho rushing, the 
tranipltiig and neighing of the horses, and the rtiinbling of the gun-wheels. Tho etfeet was 
heightened bv sooliig tho [waceful [leasaidiy flying from tbair work in theflelds, the Imllocks 
breaking from their yokes, the wild antclopos startltnl from sleep, bcuoding otf and than iuming 
for !i moment to gaze on this tremenJouij ininubtion, whtoli swept all before it, levelhel the 
hedges and standing com, and oonupletefy overwheWMi every ordinary hnnrter ns it moved.” 

Blit the doom of Mnmlha inismla had been sonlt'd j an amiy of ItJ.OOO Iiorso and 8,COO foot 
was [towerless to save his hingiloin for Baji Rio, who, from thn liills overluoking tlie plain of 
Kirkee. watched lits ranks Hhivor, break and flee, A.(wom[ianied by n small baini of personal 
attendants, tlio Pesliva oscapad, nod passed the next few montlifi in concealment, and in attempts 
to avoid arrest by tbe English, who overrai) the Decoan au.l Soutbern Maratha Cnuotr}-, 
Eventuallv, on discovering that his last obnnee of effecting anything against the English had 
jinsswl away, he surrenderc<l himself to Sir John Malcolm, niui, renouncing for himself and his 
family all claiinfl to soveroigtity, was permitted to retire on theanormous pen^iou of £811,000 
a vear to Bitboor on the Ganges, where he doubtless instilled into the mind of his adopted son, 
Nana Saheb, that hatral of tlie British, which bor* such terrible fvnit in the year 1837. 

Of militaiy' ovenfs, snhseqoent to the Lottie of Kirkeo, of battles of Sholapnr, tho 
capture of Raighur, and heroic ilofeucos of Koregaon, it ia uimenesMry here to apeak. The 
dvua!»tv of the Peshvas was dead i their dominions, or tho rnnjor portion thereof, wore annexed 
to the rom|«inv’s ferritory in 1818. A small tract was mserveiJ ‘‘forthn comfmtnnd dignity 
of the impriaonetl Ibija of ^^ntara, which might serve as a aoniitor|K)ise to the remaining iiiflnooco 
of the Brahmins, oonoilioto the Maratha nation, and leave an opening for tho employment of 
many persons in their own way, whom it would have been et|.>ensLvo to enhsist, and who could 
not obtain a livelihood under the English adminiatnition, ’ Kolhapur, Sav^tvadl and Angria’s 
Cotaba remainod for some time longer independent Maratha prhioipalitias. 

The annexation of tlie Deccan is regardwI by a well-known student O'f Bombay Hivtory 
as one of tho three great events, which materially contributed to the making of our Town and 
Island of Bombay. Free and nninteirupteil trade between oor port and the main lain], which 
had suffered greatly in the pas-t from the jealous restrictions of the Mamtha govemnient, was 
theis'bv assured 1 the milder sway of tho British in both the Decran and Konkan permitted the 
house-holder to jonmey to the coast, ivithout fear of danger to hts homestead and belongings 
during his absence, and lightened the harden of taxation, wliioli had formerly kept him prisoner 
within the limits of his village. “ The dynasty of tho Peshvas, ” says Jbclenn, ** existed only 
for seventy yeais, and its decay was so mpid that if the English hail not dethmnod Bnjl Ran, 
the Arab merceniirica whom the Mamthas hud hired to fight far them wonld seen Imve founded 
kinmloms of their own in Inrlia. So extreme was tho misrule—jnstic* being denial to evm- 
* one who could not iisn foroe to ehtain it, while oultivators and citiicns alike were ground dowit 
to the dost by ever-inontosing taxstinu—tluil only the Court favoiiriles and military chiefs and 
adventurers regretted the change of Ooveinmont. Even tlio soldiers^ |)ay was in arrears, and 
many of Baji Rno'a troops entered tho sen ioe of tho British Government within thirty-six 
hours after the firccbmintion cf the Pi-shva’s dethronement. But, while tho rtso of tho English 
nowermmt boaaoriljei) in some dogrw to the nuiical mcaiiooity of Hindns to do any work, 
which tiiej undertake, thoroughly and completely, and to the more systomatic and strenuous 
chamoler of westofu civilbatioii, it ehouM novor bo forgotten that the conquest of India is 
really the frmlor Iho ineompanihle fighting quolilies of the British soldier.” Whatever tho 
itnm^iftto canoe of our success may have been, this period wit nested tho final emaiiofpatioti of 
pur Island from tho fear of attack by native p*wot;=. ThrougSiotvt a century and-a-half oho 
luul followed a policy, which enabled her to grulually strengthen her own hand and deal with 
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aurremnding frfti one by one, until the last and moat poworfol of all fled like b hmtixl tumnal 
from his capital, nnd lelinijntlied Ills down-trodden sqhjeota to her meray and proteotion. 
Having thus gained tie iuprenmoy by tie dose of the sw«nd deeaile of die eigliteenth eon^iry, 
the set her feco stwidily towards the improvamenls deccasorv to raise her to the proud fiositioTi 
gf the gateway of lodio. 

By good fortune, her nifatre were entrotledtoa man of gonioa at the very moment 
when supreme prudence and statecraft wore noc*«iry for the repair of damagas canawl by 
centimes of desultory warfare. MonuMimrt Klpliinslope. who took up the reins of Govenimeut 
on the Ist November Itf 19, fostered so vigorously tie eipaasion of trade, the moderate and 
uniform settlement of revenuoa, and the edticadon of tho people, that Bishop Heber wna moved 
to declare in 18^7 that *■ on this side of India there is really more zeal and lihoraUty dbplayed 

m the improvement of tho oomitry. the eanstnujtion of roods and pahlic buildni^, the oon- 

ciliation of the notivM and their odneatlon, tliau I liavo yet seen in Bengal. ” " His |whey, 
wrote the Bishop elsewhere, ** so far as India is concerned, appeared to die peonlinrly wise and 
liberal ; and he is evidently attsaheii to, and thinks well of, tho country and its inhabitants. 
HLs public meosuriM, in tiheir general tendeney, ovmce a steady wish to improve their prewnt 
eonditioo. No Oovemment in India pnjs so imidi attention to Bchoola and publio institutions 
for education. In none are tho taxes lighter, and in tho uaminblnition of justice to the natives m 

their own knpiflgeBt ia tlie eatgbliahinent of ]jtfinchftjatSj in the Jegree in which he oiiipleys 

the notivw in official situationfl, and the ooontonauce ond fuTuiliarity ho estends to all the 
natives of rank who approach him, he seem# to hove roduoeil to practice almost all the reforms 
which hod slrnek me as moat required in the system of Governnient pumuad in tlioso provinces 
of our Eastern Empire which X luid proviouily visited. 

One noteworthy iiuprovement of this period, which must have greatly assisted iho 
hiterCOUiBe of the inhohitants of the Deccan with our Uluml, was the constroetiou of a gocsl 
carriage roatl up the Uhoro Ghat. At early as 1803 Wellesley had oonstnictod a rood, for tlm 
benefit of his transport, which had been designedly destroyed by the Poshvaj and one of the 
earliest orders of the Hon’ble Monntstuart Elphiiistone resulted from the need of easy ooiimiu* 
nication between the Konkau and the oonniry above the Ghnts. By the time Bishoji Holier, 
wliose esporienoB of tho journey from Bombay to Boomi is utiotad* iu Maclean’s Guide, wim 
reoident in this island, a paaably good road had baen constructed. “From Campoolce,” he 
writes, '* 1 walked np the Bhoro Ghat 4^ miles to KhandalU, tho road still broad and good 
bnt in ascent very staep, so much so indeed tliat a loaded carriage, or even a palanquin with 
anybody in it, can with great {lifiioulty be forced along it. In fact, oveiy ona walka or 
rides Op the hills, and all merehaudisa is conveyod on bullocks awl horsas. The ascent might, 
I think, have been rendered by an able engineer much more easy. But to havo oarriod a 
load over these hills at all, considering how short » time they have been in our power, is 
highly creditohla to Bia Bombay Governnieiilt. ” The work thus Iwguij by Elphinstone was 
completed by his successor. Sir John Malcolm, who refers in tlm following wonls to the 
achievement. » On the lOth Noveiiihor 1830 1 opened the Bhore Gliat, wbiob, though net 
quite completed, was suffielently ailvnqced to enable me to drive down with a party of gentle¬ 
men in soveml larriagai. It is impoauble for mo to give a oarreot idea of this splendid work, 
whiob may be said to break down the wall between the Koukau and Deooan. It will give 
facility to commerce, be the greatest of oonvenienoes to troops and tiavellem, and lessen the 
expense of Buru(iean and other articles to all who reside in the Djcoan. This road will 
poaitively prove a creation of revenue, ” 

Better oommnnicatioii by sea was as eagerly sought iJuring this period os inoraasdl 
facilities for travelling by land. Moaean tells us tiait ns early os 183tt a project ho-l been 
^itarted for regular communication with England by steamers navigating the Bed Ben uiul 
tho Meiiitommism. Sir -loin Malcolm wrote on April 3tHh, 1839:—“I do hope this 
steam navigation wfll bo pushed through. It will make a rovoldtion in many things to 

great advantage. Though I cannot onderCand that u scheme ujton tlie sade ilr. T- 

prupoKB will answer at present, one of a more mo lernte nature could not foil ; and I must 
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thiQk indiviJuol will do tdOfo in a tliati {jun'orniiiont OTer can, 

Dnt filwnJd tho jealooay cf yoiur Pcwt Office m England regarding tlie Mediterranemi, or tli*? 
doBire to keep the Hed Sea navigation under niir own dontrol, lay a cold hand upon the 
project of individnab, let ns !» aopported in our effortii to niaktain tTiis inlerconri^D ju an 
efficient inaniier,” In tlie ckekg year of Ihi'i period—laSti—regular luonthly counnunication 
between Bombety and Engbnd hy the overland route was estabLi&lied. In the AsiiUk 
Jmmd of July ItSSd wo read that, Governor in Ckjnncil hn^ Ihjou plcaseil to ^iietion 
thefollowLng armngatnotifcs for thoconTopnee from tiiB Red Sea to Rom bay of the Englisb 
Mails of Juno, July* August and Septomher. The Jane packet will ho brought by the 
new Bchoojier just iiaiidhoJ. Tlie July packet will be brought hy tbe Paliutiriu. The 
Augn^ packet will be brought hy the second new schooner whioii is now being hnilL 
Tbe Septemb&T mall may be expeekd to arrive at Suea by the 2nd Oeteber j if a atei*mer 
caopot be sent for it. It will be brought to Bomtiay by the Eupliratos." In the fuMowlng 
motith an anouymoufl contributor to Use ^auie joarna] remarks that ** Tlie iiitelEigen<M 9 which 
we have just reoeived by the Atakchi k I he qnickost which has ever reached IiiLUa. 
London news to March Sth reachwl Ronibay in fortj-thnw daySt and Calcutta k fifty-Ji 
days. How easity might the communitatlon bet wen Calcutta and liondon ho fixed at 
fifty fbj'sl" Between Bouiba^- and Suej^ rtpjmrenlly, the mails were candeii by ateamers 
of the Indian Navy : but 1 heir further conveyance beyond Suezj woe ofteu a uiaLter of aomo 
uDcerEnkty* In IS38” pays Madean, '4he Bombay Chamber of Commerce reoardi?d an 
e^plaiiatccn hy Mr, Waghom cC the <tatise of delay in the tianFuiisiiiion to Bptu baj of the 
portion of the Judo mnil addressed to bis care, and suggeetud tliat the coEnmanilers of the 
Compny's vessels should bo instructed to wait a few houi^ at Suei, nfEer the receipt 
of packets, whenever it may he oscertaiiied that others ore on tbeir way and mav within a short 
time be expected at that place.” Wo of tliis later time can acercelj reali^ tho tedium of that 
journey by the overland mail, the truck boat on the Nilo, and the ^tins tlmt cmwled acrcai 
the desert from Cairo to Suez. Waghom worked Indefatigably for tbe amcliomtioii of the 
soridoe, urging tho steam Coiiunitlces of Beiigalf Modiaa and Bombjiy to aubscribe money 
for two iron tug stumors and accommodation boats ou the Nile, so or to save three days 
In tho tmnsit through Eg}'pt and his labours tindoubtedly served in the making our idland 
more bahitablei and mcreasiDg its importanoo during these years, 

Eipansbn of trade neces»arily followed the sottlemont of the iiitetiorp About lS2o the 
exports from Bouihay l»€camu oonsidemble j while froui 1032 onwards a Hpo in tho price of Ameri- 
mn cotton^ which was caused by the cparatioiis of tho hankers of tho CiiiM Sutesi. multed in 
iocTfwed imports of ludian cotton into England, ludeed, botwoeii l8dSaud ihisf? imjjurta 
ex[>anded by the enonnous total of orto milljcn hales. No hotter prtuf of our progi%M ivi this 
respect ia -fortLccmkg than the fountfatkn in 1833 of tho Bomljay t-Iianiber of Conuneroc, 
which, us Slaol'Mis remarks, owed its exbtenco to tlia increase in the numbers cf iho kdepondeDt 
Eun^pcau population aubscejuent to the year 1830j and ^ which Los since ^akeu oii important 
share k tho formation of public opinbn and the direction of affium."' 

The spirit of progresSj by which ihia period is eharaotcrited, led to atbmtjcns and 
improvements wilhia the limits of oar IsSaud, of whioli the meet reumarkable was tlie construotion 
of tbe Coklia Causeway in 183S* Cobbo and Old Womou^a lalflnd formed, as we have Beon^ tho 
only Tenmining vestiges of old Ptolemy^s llepbine^m, and were the last of the seven to be 
abaorbed into the iaLmd of Bombay. Since tho year 1743, when Mr, Broughtou rentad the island 
for 200 pr anuum^ both Colaba and Old Woninii'a Idond Imil gradually been built over j ami 
in 17UG ^ouquiriea won? instituted os to soveml hoases built at Colaha, nnd it was declared that 
Government never intended Ihat of permanent construction shoalJ Iw hrnlt on tho iskud, 

wbicli VI EM a place for Cautojiment for the troops.” At the time of wliicli wo write, tlio widow of 
General Wtiddinglon held Cobba on a yearly tonuro, though tho huUdingfi erected by her husband 
were oonddored m milikry quariere in tbe possession of Govenunent. The idaULl, which oon- 
tained no very great ntunler of prirato dwellings and was oei^onally the scene of robbery and 
houae-broakkg, is dt^ribed by the Abb6 Cottinoau de Kloguen in 1KS7 as follows :—** cf# 
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niij ptouienor tiveo Jo Pire Augustin if I’lle do Culnba qui n’est 5^par4 do ooUe da BopjbEiy qua^ 
daiut la inar^ iuiiite^ at ulors on j passe ea batma; c’est Stir octto ilO} qne I’on appelle aussi I’lJo 
de la Tiaille faniuie, qu*est la tour d^eau ou 1e fanal li siin eitreDutd moiidioDnie j c^ust lu auesi la 
noiiTelle ^g^ise qne I’on rant uio donner 4 desaervir, et quo j'aurais bien voulc voir; mala comme 
il fitaib irop tard, nona na eommea all^s qne jusqu* & ua peUt boepiee qa’on babite un Ruligietix 
dc St- Augustin da Gofl, at qni y dessert un oratoire pour les Portugais de Culab*,” The ebnt^h,. 
to whioh the Abbe refers, is the Homan Oatliolic Ghnreli of St Joseph, wbieh, wiw oonsaoraietl on 
tha 2 Hit Jauam-y 1828 by the Bishop of Antiphile, Ten years tator tha causeway was built, and 
the weld log together of the seven pristine islands vfna aa accompHahed fad- By the ulosa of the 
period Mrs. Posmna vm^i able to remark that “ Itio island of Colabali is a ],retty retired siwt, whose 
dullness is nodeemed by the health-inspiring breezes, u hioh play sjruuud its abonta; a good road 
rtiiia to its extreme end on whiob stands the light-bousa, nnd the lunatic OBylnni. The Qnoea’s 
6th Bflgiinent is at present statioiieHil there, and tnony families reside on the Island, wlio prefer such 
quiet to the gaiotiiH of the sister laud- In truth, until late unprevoments ware considered neces* 
aan', few residences could bo so ipoonvenient, for nny but the wry quiet, as Aiigria's Ct.laba(?) 
A rocky sort of way about a mile in length oonnaded this tongue of land with Bombay, which nt 
high tide was covered with the rolling flood. Many bnvo been the iuokless wights, who, returning 
from a f^ve meeting, Leedlcjs of Neptune’s certain visit, have fonml the cuiiing waves heating 
over their homeward path, oompelling them to seek ugaiii “ the banquet hall dasertod,” nnd beg 
a siiate-down at the quarters of tiieir host. The more impetuous Icive sought to swim tlieir 
boisis across tliU dangerous imss, and lives have Iwn lost in the attempt- This i neon van ience. 
so severely felt, led at length to tho ereution of a solid ami handBomu valladc, with n foDtpatli 
protecting the olevftt.id and level rwul.” The Jiumtion of Colaba and BomW wag followed 
almost immediately by “ commoreial speeuladon in reooTering a cor tain portion of ground for 
building factories, whnris, and the groaior facility of mercantile operatioiw.” Tliis'^scheme’’ 
says a writer ia the Mont% Misceltan^ of 185U, « has rinoo proved a miserable thiiure ; bit 
proper^ in Oojaba at one lime worfhlesa row' rose some five huudrod per cent, fu vuloe. Innd 
was purchased wherever procurable, and houses raised in every possiblo local itv.” 

Nortli of Colaha, also, iuiprovementa were oarried out. Wo liear of the Wellington Pier 
or Apollo Bunder being extended and brought into nse for passenger traffic in the year X8iy. 
“ The new bunder run out from the Esplanade,” as it was llion tarmod, was prebably sobjeoted 
to further extension lieforo the close of the [horlod ; for Mrs. Postons relates in 1838 timt ^ on 
landing either at the new Apollo or the Costoms House bonders, Iminnls bearing palanquins 
rich in green paint and silken omtains, entreat the custom of the new BTrival,” Tho Elpliinstone 
High School and the Elphinslune Collogo iioth hod their origin in these yeara; the former was 
established in 1822 nnder Its original title of the Kollve Education Sociely’s gchcoj; the found¬ 
ing of tho latter rftiultiht from a meeting of tho Balnc society, held on the 2i;nd August 1827 
to oonsidor tho most appropriate testimonial to the Hon. Mountstnnrt Elphinstoue on his 
resignation of the Govenmient of Bemhay. By 1835 tho first Elphirgione Profe^re had 
LTrived and commeijced their work in the Town Hall. Tho piopoal to build a Tow-a JJah 
bad originated with Sir James Maokintosh in 1811, «the object in view being to provide a 
saitable bnildiug for public meeting^ and entoitainmeubs, and also to make a home for the 
lii-taryand museum of tlic literary society, and for the retepHon of statues and public 
motiuinenfa of British art.” Lotterioe wore established, one in Iel2, puoU,cr in ]8£3 fo 
tho hope of mHng sufficient funds for the building!!, a ate for wltich was obtained from 
the Hlrecfos of the Company in 1817 j but eventually it was fuimd necusstry to hand over the 
work, couunenced in 1821, to Government, who provided fimds for ite ctMnidetion in 1883 This 
tjcrlod ak> witufflsed ti.e ereetloD of a new Mint The first steno wws Mi on Ist Januoir’ 18^5 - 
the maohmory wm working in December 1827, and three yeara Efor coming was commenced’ 
Vie hear of tlic old Choroh in the Port being couseonited in 1816 in honour of St Tliomos “ ' 

Apostle, who first brought the gospel to Indin, ” and gazetted as the Cbthedral of the dioc^ fo 
1B38, our IsL-md having been raised to the dignity cf a bidioprio in 1835. Wo road of a u 
presbytarian church of St Andrew in the Fort, conttnictod in 1818, and endowed witli m 
in IB25; of “ a thatched buildinir ^ up at Cdbha b 1825 for tho spirituai ivel&ro of the soh&rs 
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in tha Outonpient thflre,and called St Uaiya Onroh: « cf Christ Chtirct, BvcdUji, cojucoiated 
ia 1835 for Uie beneat of tlufis duldten, who belonged to the ProteatiDt sohool, originally 

founded by the Beveiend lUchanl Cbbbe wiOjIn tho Fort, but removed in 1825 to die buHilbg 
which wo nil know ua tho ByoulU Educatbn Society's Sehook Fmm IHI7 onwntds tliere am 
oontmoal roforcDcea in tho Govomment rceoids to the building dta new Hoipihil, to b« aituatod in 
Hornby Row, untdon the 25th Jutuinry 1835, the DireatoK inforinod tho Botubay Go^enimout 
that, 09 the mtijority of the members of your Government wore of optuioq that u now Imspitol 
AS described in j-ear letter of April 30th, 1825, was neccaary. we shall not object to yoar rcsolu- 
tion for erocting it.” 

Not only in the Fort wns tho foco of thg laoiJ imJergoing ohjingo. Tho town wbji 
erwping gmdmlly OTer the rwlaimod higher grotiods, wertwaTti along Biy^ and norlliwani 
to ByonUiUj so that by 1S35 it boconio impamtivoto coiuftruet new oommnnioations. Quo of tlio 
firet and most noteworthy wtts that grait main road, namdl after Governor Grant, and oonstruc^ 
during hh tonn of office, which to thU cUy links Byoalla with tho palm-grovei of Chow|Mitty. 
Mr, James Donglfla tolls of OQiiiitf74ioya43d at Massagon j of four Eiiingabw? at llajabar HUI * of 
tlio Markwt, JlanJvi, Oomerkhadi and Bhitledhvnr, providing homes for a ooiu^hantly increasing 
popnIatioD. Anothor writer, speaking of tlio fragilo residences which peoplo constructed on Uie 
Esjdanado during the fair season, mentions the groups of pakka liuilt and lianiLoiae houses, 
to bo found at Girgnum, Bjcnllo, Chiuohpoogly and other places*” Goveromout Houw, 
ilalal>nr Point, tho original rosidonce of Sir John ^ralcolm, was in nsuasa hot-weather residence 
by tho dose of tlio period- Another wotl-knowu edifice was tho Pin^ra Pole or homo for ngoJ 
and diseased animals, which was “erected by a Parbha in the office of Messrs. Forbes and 
Cumf>any, who had amassed eonsidomblo wealth with tho object of dovotiDg it to charitable 
purposes. By tho close of tlie period there wore two largo baKtaris m the Fort—tha Cliiim 
Bazaar and the Thieves Bazaar^ tho latter being “ crowded wnth wanehonse^, whonca Europe^in 
articles ivere ilisposed of at a stunH pm (it * ** and three grout hazaar^ iii tho Native 
Townt “from which bnmob iunumerable crossroads, each swamiing witli its busy erawds. 
During the last few years, the leading roods of the native town have been wnterenl and oven 
tolembly iight43d- This has pTove<l very q;ilvantageoiis, after all the inooDvoiucmces which 
attended tho old system of dust and darkne© ; it is stilly Iiowover, only for an hou r or two after 
sonriso that ho^Bemeo or oairiages can jriss nnimpeded by stoppages of varied character. The 
meet profitable trade Carrie I on In these hasmis is the sale of toddy j to ao considerable an extent 
has the genend use of this intoxioating beverage Increased, that Govommeiit havn been con* 
Btrained to issue tin orIof, forbidding die ovktenca of toddy stores within n rngnlafetj dl^mco of 
each other* On a moderate computation, however, every risth shop advertises its sole*” Tlie 
native luwn may ba oonsidered to have comprised roughly a prtion of die modera 0 Ward, 
most of B Wflr<l, Byculla^ 3I:izagon and Kamatliipura, where the KamathES had soma joars be¬ 
fore made their first settiometitp nud was just oommoncing to oreep westward ever tho modem 
nrcaa of Dhobi TolaOj Girganm, Chowpatty and Khotwudi. Fare! fairly poptdnioil, hnt had 
not yot beuii metanioqihosed into tha hive of industry, whioh wo know. Sion, Sowri and Mahint 
ccntoioed prubably much tho same proportion of our inluibitauts os they had in tho prwwlmg 
period, ilatnnga, once a pretty artillory shitioOj was deserted* ** Graceful boughs of shady trooss” 
remarks iho author of 183d, “droop upon tho brokoti roofs of orutnbling dwellings j gaudy blos- 
jigmst and tho paler * meonflower^ peep from amid the fallen stones; and gnidfEn^, onco gay hi 
* bloom and fruitage bright* am tangled and overgrown with thorns, ^fatimga Is now aban¬ 
doned : tlw demon of disease clnmietl for hisown^ and, under tho inridious form of * DmcimtiiiJus, * 
worked havoc among tho troopa* The provalenco of thb diisoftse caused either by the Itodness 
of the water, or some leas lUBpccted esau^e, formed abundant r^i^n for tho desertion of thii 
lovely sj>ot m a niilitary station.^ 

Of the different wimmimiticfi or cartes, which together fomiod onr total popohitioii of 
23C OOU no distinct list is in ojtUteiice ; though, here and there, roforerioo i$ m«do by oon- 

teinpoi^ary documents te distiiKt olaisoa of The Pa™ ap^ieor to have been nbiquh 

tous ; for wa read cf the roprespotative of tho Wodlas reading at Lowjee CSastJo, on the road 
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leading from the main rojid up to GoTOnuaint House of ^ the Pai^i gontrj owniiig boEiutifnl 
coratfT hoQseSi whioh are scattered aboot the iekndj at vut-iotie disfnnoefl from the imth'o town 
[kod of Jehangir Noaaarvanji, who vends gooda of all dosenpdon&froni purple vdvel toTaspberrj 

ituo* ” The Jowft and their Kabbia are mentioned j tho Armenl^e sro s|iokeii of its wearing the 
poiBiau drt^j aud dyomg their hadr anJ whiefceRJ with henna. “ Armenbn ladiMp^ adds the 
writer^ ^ pasi their time either engaged in the care of their fiimUJea^ or ia receiving and paying 
viBiia, drinking or aherbet, ombroLdering and making dolioieua- oonfeetions of Halieah 
and ^Tirious aweetmeata- They have very oon^derabl a iiiflneace in their farnilieii understand 
httsiuess aduiirablyi and are commonly entmated with the full control of their own 
property^ Tlwir condition is easy and agreeable, little reatniint being placed uijoa their 
conduct^ fl slight degree of personnl seoln.^iou being considered honoiimbie iim! dignified/^ 
Our friends, tte Arabs, with their nuTnistakeable head-gear, were already in Bombay, and 
offering their earceUent hbek coffee to possible purchasera, while their silken-skinned charges can¬ 
tered up and down the yiird liefore them, ^ The Amb Stabics,’^ writes Mrs. Postans, which 
occupy n coitsidemble space in the great Ijator, form a powerful attraction to the gentlemen of 
the Pre^ideaej*^ Added to Jews, Armenian^ Arabs^ Africa ns and Par?is, there wore Mamthas, 
liujputd^ Moghals, Baulasaud Hindni of maoydonominationsj Fortngiiese, Persians and Brillsb-— 
forming together, perhapa, the most motley assemhlage m any quarter of \\m orb. One elumont 
alone was needed fa pnt a finishing touch to the oosmopolhau elukracier of our island : the white 
rude and tho dark-skinned people were dweUing side by side: sorely tho yellow rucoalso had 
coiitribnted iia quota to the pcpulotiou? Tliere la no reasonalde donbt that the Chinese were in 
Bombay by tho close of 1838: tradition tells of Aho-Kaand Wow-Sing^ who came hither to 
liiiposfl of silks of ^ Thow-wing," an artist; while iliOTO is a definite statemont in tho Aihtk 
Jfntnud of May 1838, to the eftbot that cortaio of ^ the oeleaf iak” were domiciled witliin fcha 
limits of the baiar. ^ 

Tho period^ therefore, wldoh extended from iha year 1814 to 1338, was remarkable for a 
very decided ioqrea&e of population of a heterogeneous charucter. Tlio fncFea^ waa engendered 
for the most pari by trade-expansion^ arneliomtign of^ commnnications and general lutemid 
progress, for the i»tear!y preij^ution of which the success of rallitary opemtions against their 
foes bad aftbnlo^l the Bonihmy GoYornment ample loisoro^ Bo long as tho snpremaov of the 
English in military and politioal matters remained undecided, the progress of ^Le island could 
not Edil to be debyed - but by 18S0 tliat eupremaoj was assured j and the last obdnole in the 
path of steady iatrienient and expansion of tho |iopubtion had \tii>ished^ We would clp^ the 
tale of these four and iwentj je^ki^ with a quotation from an auonjmous account of Bombay, 
publishod in tho Jmtmal of May—August 1838, 

Li point of striking sconery, and its immediate contiguity to antajiiities of the most 
mterosting nature, Bombay possesses great advantages over the sister-pTn^idencies; but these 
aro counterbalanced by inconveniences of a very serious nature, to which, in odnsoquenoo of the 
limited extent of the island, many of the inbabilants mnat submiti, BomTiay liarliotir prosenls 
000 of the most splendid landi^pes Imaginable^ Tbo voyager visiting India for tho first riino, 
oil nearing the superb ampliiibealro^ whose wood-crowned heights and rooky terrace^i, bright 
promontories and gem-like iJ^landsg nro refleeted in tlie brood blue Ben, experiences none of the 
dbappoiiitment which is felt by all lovers of tho picturesque on approaching tho low^ flat coast 
of Bengal, with its stunted jirngle. A heavy line of hilbi forms a beautiful outline upon the 
bright and sunny aky^ foliage of the richest hues clothing the ^dee and siiinmils of these 
towering ominenceo, while below^ the fortress intermingled wilh fine trees, and the wharfs nm- 
nlng ont into the sea, prewnl, ultogether, an imposing speotaide, on which the 030 delighta 
to dwell 

** Tlie island of Bombay doo^ not exceed twenty miles in eirciimferetice, and com- 
luuniia&tes with tlial of Bolsette bj- a caUFeway built aeross a cliannelof tbe sea which surmnurls it. 
It is compoFed of two unequal ranges of whlnstone rock, with an inten'oniog valley about three 
miles in breadth, and In renintor times was entirely noveTed with a wood of mcob* Tho fort 
is built on tho Eouth-eiwtem oxtroinity of tho fshmd, and ooempiea a very considerable 


pardon of ground p the outworks oomprehoDdiDg a cirourt of two mile9| being, iRdeod, bo widely 
ojfbMtfad^ as to roqairu a T'erj dutnerons garrisoD^ The town or oUy of Bombay is built 
within the fortidcations, and is nearly a mUe loagp oxtanding frani the Apollo gate to tliat of 
tho bazar, it^ breadth in somB pUoes being a quarter of a niLlo | the houses are picinres^iDo^ m 
coiuequenoe of the quantity of handsumely-canred woodwork omployed in the pillars and the 
vorandah^ ; hut they are inoonvooientlj crowded together^ and the high, conienl leofa of rod 
tiles are very ofiensive to the eye, espeeiolly if aoL-nstomed to the Hat-turretod and balustraded 
palaces of Caloutta. The GoTomnient-lioase, whioh h only «Mnplojed for the transaction of 
bnsQO&s, holding d nr bars — a large, convenient, bat ngly-looking building, somewhat in the 
Ihitch taste — ooonpies one side of an open space in the centre of the towdp called tbe Green, 
The best booses^ and a very reapectablo eburoh, are situated in this part of the town, and to the 
right extends n long and crowded ba^r, amply stooked with evety kind of tnenihiindisee^ 
Many of the rich natives ha ve tbelr liabitations in this barar, residing in large mansions bnilt 
after the Asiatic manner, but so huddled together as to be exceedingly hot and disagreoablti to 
strangers, unaccustomed to breathn so conBned an atmosphereHi One of the princiE:)al Ijoaeti of 
Bombay b its docks and dock-yards : they are capacioiLs, built of Bno hard 9ton% and are the 
work of Parsi urtisaus, m^rny of whom, from their talents and indu^ry, ha^v risen ffom common 
tabonrors to be wealthy shi|i-builder:?> Many splendid vessels^ constmotod of took woed^tbo 
best inatenal for building—have been Uunchdl from these docks, w bich ccutaiii commodious 
warehouses for naval stores, and are fumisbed with a ropo-walkt which is the admiration of 
those who have visited the Bneat yards in Engbmd, being second to none, excoptiug that at 
Portsmouth. 

“The islatid of Bomlwiy^ from nn unwholesoiua swamp, has been convorUsd into a very 
salubrious residence ;; ihongb enough of shade still miiiains, the eapembniKhiot trees liavc lieen 
out down, the marshes filled up, and the 5 ea-hroe^e,which sets in ovary day, blows with refresh¬ 
ing coolnea?, temiicriug tho solar boat* The native population, which at very large, has CDiubored 
the ground in tbe neighbourhood of the fortifications with closely-built subiirljs, which must be 
possed before the visitor can reach the open country beyond, at tho furtbor extremity of the 
Islands The Bbok Town, ne it b called, spreads its innnniorabie babitatious, amidst a wood of 
coco-nti toces^—a eurioua busy, bustling, but dirty quprtor, 8 wanning with men jiihI the Inferior 
animals, and p^rosenttng every variety of cliaraotor that the w'holo of A^b cam produce, Tbo 
ooco-nut gardens, beyond tbU populous se'ene^ are $tudd 6 d with vilka of varioiia descriptions, the 
buildings within the fortificationa being too mneh erowded together to bo desirable ; those 
belonging to Europ^n residents are^ for the most parmerely retomed os oilioeS| tbe tomiiles 
seeking » more agreeable sittiaiion in the outokirta. Comfort, rather than olc^mce, has been 
consulted iu the oonstouction of the major portion of these viUob j but any defalcation in estonial 
splendour is amply oompensated by the convenieaco of the interior, * # • Those 

persons, who are compelled, by busmen or duty, to live to the imme^ltate vioinity of 
Goveramont hotrte, only occupy the houses inside the fortifications during the rainy season * 
at other periods of the year they live to a sort of oi jWa^ nmnnorp pequlbr to this part of 
the world. A wide E'^planade^ Htrotohing between tho walls of the fort and the aea, and 
of coQsidorablo length, aHords the place of retreat At the exlrome verge a fine, hard sand 
forms a delightTul ride or drive, meeting n strip of gn^ or meadow-land, which with the 
eicoption of a portion marked off os the parade-grottnd of the troops to garrlsonj is covered 
with temporary buildings : bojbo of these nro exoi^odingly fanbstio. Bungalows coustruolcd of 
polos and plank^Cp and roofe<] with palm-leaves, rise in every direction, many being stirroEmded 
by beautiful partorrea of flowers, blooming from innnmcmblo pots. Other jiersons pitch tento« 
which are often esiousive and comiiiodious, on this piece of ground, covering them over with a 
** chopper or thatched Tijof, snpportotl on bonder pllbre, and forming a verandah all round. 
« * « « « 

Of the native oommuni ty, as it has been already atoteil, a largo majority are Pars is, 
who, at a very remoto period—tho eighth century of tho Christian om—wore driven by thu 
]>ersecation of the Slahommedan cenquomz^ of Peri^iOt to take refuge in Qtodu^an. Tho lower 
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of Pitrais ar& in gfeat Truest ita dom^stjoa at Bombay j they nro fof Ism intolsTaDt in- 
their prmdples tfian either Musaalman^ or SinduSj and willj tHerrfofOi porform a greater Tarfety 
of work, and oio mow agreeable to Uvo with ; but in per^nal appearaoco^ they cannot oompote 
with Beogol fien^nti, whoso drees and air are decidedly guperior. The gmter portion of the 
wealth of the place h in the Liand» of Faca merohaDt^ who aro a hoepitable race, and though 
not o^^tra^agantr liberal in their exponditoro^ Tho homsea of those persons will be foand Bllod 
with European fnrnitar-e^ and they have adupted many oustoms and habits which remain still 
iinthonghi of by the Slnssulaiana and Hindus. Tho womeHj though not jealously excluded from 
id I society, aro rather closely kept; they have no objcotion to occasionally receive the Lnshands 
of the Earopoan ladies who may visit themp but they do not mingle promiacDously with male 
society^ Tlie Parsi females are not distinguished for thf'lr personal appearanco, being mther 
coarse and il]-favoure<i j but many employ themselves in a iiioro profitable manner tlian is 
ttsna] in native women* W&rk-tables fitted up after iho European mode, are not nnfroquentl)' 
found in their pcssesiien j they know how to tteo English implements in their embroidery, ami 
they have English dressing-cases for tbe toilette^ Congidorablo pains, lu some iuatances, are 
bofi^wor] upon the edocation of tho daughters, who learn to dniw% and to play upon the piano p 
and one Parsi gcntlenaan, of great wealth, oontemplated tho introduotion of an English govemestiT 
for tbe purpose of affording inatruction to the young ladies of his family. 

The Jews ana nioro riiimeroUii, and of a higher degree of respOCitability in Bombay than 
ID any other part of India ; they make good soldiers, mid are found la oonsiderahle aumbm In 
the ranks of the native armjv Tliere arc Armenians also> but not nearly so many as are settled 
in Oolcutia* # # # Xho PortuguCi^ inhabitants rear large quantities of poultry ; hut 

game ia not plentiful on the island^ in coaccqueijoe of its limited extent : red-IeggeJ partridges 
are however founds and on some □ccwianSr ftniiw, Tho European inbahitants are nsually 
supplied with thoir fruit and Togotahles from the baTaor, os tliere aro oomponitively few gardens 
attached to their hotmes ; great quantities of the prodiicticEi& sold in the markota are broiighi 
from tho noighbouring islaud of Saisetto, which is xmitod to tliat of Bombay by a cauaoway—a 
work for which the Liihahihint!i are iadebbad to Governor Dtiueani who ygnstructed it over a small' 
arm of the sea, Tlib communicatjon, which has a drawbridge in the centre, is a couvenionoe 
both lo the cultivators and to the residgnU of Bombaj;^ who are thus enabled to extend and 
diversify their drives, by crossing over toSelactte. A great portion of Salsotta is iimv under 
cultivatioD, the Farais and other wenltliy natives, pot-sessiag large estates on the islnrd. 

•'The favourito residence of the Gevemor (who Ims three residences upon the islauil)' 
is nsually n villa at Jlalaleir Point, m particularly beautiful situathm, being a woody 
promontory, rUIug so ahraptly from tho soa, that its qiniy Joshes up against th^ EerraoeSp 
Tho principal residence of tlio Governor is at Pareil, about six miles from the oity, and liere 
he gives Im public entertainments^ It Is a large handsome liouso, well constructed acd 
appointed, having spooioua apartments for the rcoepticn of Company« 

*'Tlie large Portugaeso village or town of MoKagong, which is dirty and swarming 
with pigs is, however, finely aituatedr occnpidng the shcro between two hiU^ and is more¬ 
over eelchratod as l>eing the place at which the fine variety of mango, m much in roqu^E, 
wus originally growiu Tho parent treoi whenco all the grafts were token which have supplied 
the neighbouring gardens, was !^d to be in cxisteuee a few y^mrs ago, a guard of sepoys 
being stationed round in the proper aeiuion to preserv'e lU fruit from anhallowed hands^ 
From the^ graves in the time of one of the most luxurious Moghal emperars, Shah Jehan» 
the royal tables of Delhi were ftirnisbed with their principal vegetable aitractiod, omiriers 
being despatched to bring the far-famed mangoes to the imperial court* bfocre has aUuded 
to the oircum^noe In Lalla Rookh/' attributing the acerbity of tho critical FadlaiicedV temper 
to the fiiilora in the supply of mangoes* Ma^agcng-hotise was the rceidenco of Sterne^i Elita 
but the Interest which this heroine of tho altra-sentimedtal achoot formoriy excited, has become 
very much fado<l, and there seeing to be ^ome doubt whether her exieteuce will bo rcmembcreii 
by tho next gcderaticiip 
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^ A gipsat number of tho poorer mbabitfiota of Sabott^^ £IQpbA^U mi tho othur isUndA 
oi Bombay, ^abaist by fishing : coltii^tion h, howcvor, os;tondiiig ui ibofatorior j and in the ooaiflo 
of a few yoare^ the inSnx of vbitoife to Bonib^jr whioh mitil bo tEatemlly locrea^ied by 
@loem-iuivigdtjoa to tmluit will donbtle^ direct tbo ottoption of porwn^ deaireoA to oolanixOp to 
the purebase of land in those fertile^ but .wmowhat negleoted aoeuosu The variouB reinnhia 
left by the Fortnguose ahow that in iheir time agricultoro fimuiahod in places now mdneed to 
jonglo^ from the UAual eopsoqnetioos of Mumtlia conquest; and Although the invudorn 
sabseqnently ceded their territoriea to the British Gorerninept^ thoj have never recovered 
from the ranges oommittcd by a people, who may with justioo be styled the most destroctive 
upon earth.” 
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Febiod the EiGirrs^—lSSS to 1872, 

We Wvo now nmved ut tlie moat iioporLuit in tLo History of the Island of 

Bombay; for, during ttose yearn tbe old oommofdul town was tnuiafomied into a royal city | 
her iKipnIatioQ oKpandod ta ao eiitaat, unpandlelfHl in eztia ^ and thoso great work^ of 
publio oonveaionce and adomm^nt^ wbioh fitted her to take high rank among the most boatitiful 
pasaessioos of a wotld^wide empire, were by the exertions and genius of her leading men brought 
to completieii. In noeortlunoe with the planr which has guided onr trftitniBnt of previona joar^i 
it becomes neeoasary to review the causes whloh led by 1872 to an incnrw of 40^,405 in tbo 
number of Bombay's Inhabitants. In 1838 the populationp as wo huve seoEp was eslunated at 
23t3,000: in 1872 the figure T^oorded hy Dr^ Hewlett was G14,405 I A caDsn$ of the people had 
been taken in 1884, which manifostod a adl! larger increase ; but inasmuch as that year was 
one of wholly abnormal eoizimercia] exaltemeDt, it seoms udviaable to disregartl those fignron 
for the present, and refer to them in a later paragraph dealing more directly with the detailsj 
of population^ 

For the soke of lucidity^ it is doaimble to snb^divide the periotl under revio’^ into two 
partsj the first of which will oomprise the years 1838 to 1860p and the second the years 1881 
to 1S72 : and dealing with the earlier period fimt, it remains to deaido whether there occurred 
theraiu any events^^ Jifcoly to infinenca the numeric] strength of the island’s inhabitants^ 

The military and poUtLcal eronta of ^ose years cannot have e]^dToi$ed any rery diroct 
effect npon the po|jtilatlon of Bombay City^ The appointiuent of a British resident to 
vadi In 1888, the inclusion of Angria’s Colabn in British territory in 1841, the bombardment 
of Aden in 1839, the assumption of the right to administer the affairs of Kolhapur in 1842^ the 
conqnest of Sind in 1843, and the annexation of Satara in 1848—these tmnsactions doubtless 
onbanced the prestige of an inland, which contained a governmetit strong enciigh to thus 
dictate to native powers, and served to improift more deeply upon the public mind the foot that 
Bom lay wa^ the headquarters of the jaramornit power in Westeni India^ But save in this 
respect and in so far as they extended to a wider area the benefits of an orderly and peaceful 
administratiou, thereby enabl mg the people to move more frody towards a floarJsliing tnale- 
centre, these events cannot he held to Iiavo occasioned any definite inor^wo in the numbers of 
those reddent in the town of Bombay* 

Supremacy in military and political matters was practically assured to tho Company hy 
the olose of the precoding period, and afforded their government the* opportunity so earnestly 
desired of initiatiDg snob intemai reformsT os were necessitated by the heightened oomtneroia! 
jmperiance of the island* Rather to the latter causes than to freah political successes must rile 
immigration of fresh people daring theiso yeari be ascribed* 

Foremost among the reforms, carried out prior to 18fil, woa the introduction of railway 
communloation. In 1044 the Gmat Indian Fcninsnla Railway, to which Sir Bartle Frore 
afterwards offored the motto Primus in Indis,*’ ms projected ; tho firet sod waa tnmeJ by 
ilr* Willoughby at Bombay in 1S50 ; and tho first twenty miles to Thana were opened in 1853, 
** The 16th April 1853,^^ exclainiod the Bombay Thius of that date^ will hereafter stond os a 
red-lotter day on the calendar* Tho opening of the first lullway ever constructed in India forms 
one of the most imporhmt events in the aurtols of the oa?t, since tho soil of Hindustan wtis fir^ 
trodden by Furopoan foot* The train that eiaris from beocath the walls of Fort George this 
affomoon goes forth conquering and to conquer*” Even so t In spite of tho ‘^dismal prophecies 
of men who foretold that no native of good caste would ovor defile himsi?lf by entering a railway 
carriage," the progress of the railway has boon steadily sustained, and hm aided the iikud to 
draw unto hcrsolf tho best talent from surrounding provinces and districts, and to wield Infiueneo 
iu regions far beyond her own limits; 

Nor were improved communicRitiorui by land the only factors in the iucroaso of commerce* 
A monthly mail service, of which “ the inofflciency and disorganisatioo called loudly for reform i"” 
was doomed Luadoqnato for the needs of a growing commanity* The old sysietrij iherefore, of 
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einploying shifis of the Iinlion Htuxy for thu parpoio was diicoQtmTifld in 1855 j snH n contract 
yniiartflkoii by tbo Peninaulor and Oriental Company for the carriage of und 

mnil.t between Botnhiij and Aden twice n tni^nthi in eonnoctjan with tlioJr Ceicottn and 
JlB'iitorran&in seri'ioe. Two yaais later oven the bi'^montlily yoyage was decried j and an agita¬ 
tion via=i set on foot for an eftootivo w eekly mail service. Bet a$ the of that egilption^ 

and tlio determination to make Bondiav the port of urrivml and departure or ail ibe English Mniliy 
belong to tho second half of the periu^l under reviewj it b nnneoessary at thh jnnctnro to say 
more dian limt ooinmuDicatioii by steamor Ikotween tho two islaitcb of England and * Bom bay» 
which commended itself to Sir Jolio Malcolm lO 183l}j and wpa porfeoted during these yf'arSj 
contributed in a aoperktlre degrt?e to the expansion of oiir Gommorco, andj c^msoqpoutlj', of our 
population also. 

The progress of tratle, for which opportnoity had been affortled by the mUihiry 
achievements of preceding yeai's, U evidcBoed in various wnm TIio old system of IioiMS of 
agenoy Jiad perforce to yield pliioo to joint-stook banks, of which I he earltesi—the Bank of 
Bomliay—wos started iu the yoar 1810. The Timejt ^ Itidia of April I5th in that year remark^ 
ed that ^ the Bank of Bombay opens for buduoss thb day, three yoar^ and ncurly four niontlis 
having elafjseil since the finit subscription to it, atid after stirmouiitmg a jMSriea of suuh difficulties 
mid otistaeles,, a^ we believe no similar institution ever enceuntoreil lwforo,anJ hneh ustw^ may 
aafely predict no inslitution for tho publio good will oncountor agaiu^^* Tho diffieuldos attend- 
ing the opening of tliia Bank, however, ap|H>ar to have exercised iin olieck upon the formation 
of Biniilar institutions; for m IS 11 the Oriental Baukmg Corporation o^tabl idled n branch IierUp 
and by iSfiO “ the Comnioix^iol Bank, the Chartered Mercauilte, the Agra and Onitfrtl Service, 
tbo Ciiarfeered, and the Cisutral Bank of Wft^tern Indb bad all gained an aiisiired poaltion.” 

The commencement of u local cotton Bpinning und weaving indiisiTj dates from this 
period. The enormous imjjorta of pieca-goeds and yarns from T^neashhfe set the merchant 
commuuil^" WD-udciing whether It might not be Teasiblo to £gbt Manchester with her own 
weapons, and thiunselvea sa|»ply thodernauds of the inland and the dlst^etB subordmato to her. In 
iSflT the fir&t mill—the AJlimico Spinning and Weaving CkunpmyV 51 lit—oommeiieed workitag: 
by the year 1S8D, six more hud oponed, and attracted to the I^ilaud rt qondJerublo industrial 
popuhiliaii. So rapid indeed vnu tho oxteiiHion of this nnd allied iudnstrie.‘«» that JoumidUm 
was mo%ed to remark on July "th, ItifiB :—Whatever may be tlio shito of other prrts of India, 
It is manifest that Bombay fools noitbor anxiety nor apprehension re^rdiug tho future of the 
empire. Capital was never more plentiful nnioogst list than at present, uor the ipirit of enter- 
prL^fl more powerful. Money, to tho amount of nearly a quarter of a milEion potiuds sterling, hais 
been inveEtei.! durin/; the lost fortnight in tho eskiblii^hinont of muniifootorles calculated to 
promote induiitrv and oeni^t in the dovolopnient of the n^urees of the countn'. Bomliay has 
long been tbo Liverpool of the E4ist, and eho is now become the Mapahester also. Factory 
chimney-slacks already^ meet the eye on ovary side^ and when tho nuinerons com|iaiues reconUy 
formed am In full oporatiout Wostom India will have cause to be proud of her ca|dtid* In 1350 
we question much if oven tho model of a cotton mill hod found Its way to Bombay : but now 
the tall cJiitimoys of litilF-a-dozen fnctortes tower solooin and sombre above the Burrotmdiog 
buildiziga. Wlierover commerciiil eiilorprLw em he Bucceaafully presoeutod, tho Farsis of Bom¬ 
bay will he found ready fur the adventure*" 

Moanwhlle the influx of popolntloni, engendered by the above cua^ iznpra^^sed upon alt 
minds the need for introducing in^provoments into the Island itselfl 41 ore spam* for huilding, 
a bettor ^ystom of con^rnmoy, and new uoiiicaimicationB w^ore snmo of the ino^ft urgently peopled 
reforms* In oonse^iuence, we find the idea of deuiulishiug the Fori-wails mooted as early as 
1841, while reclamation had already been initiated ta tho prevlonss yceir, aceorilipsf to Mr, James 
Douglas, hy Messr^^ Skinnari BrOwnrlggand Richmond* Tho maintopanca of the Fort of Bom^ 
bay/' wrote tho Timis correspODdent in 1841, “ is not only usolftH, hut has hour^me a downright 
and most serhos nuiiancs to tho inhabitants at largo. It Is the source of a ridictiloas waste of 
money to GFovennuont Itself: witness the ereotioa, not yet comploted, of a gate at the cost of 
n 
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Ks. iJOtOOO, to bloclc tip the io tlie Chuif<sbi The Fort is a costly mi ^ , noises 

Notwithstanding tlwit the final order for tine demolition! of the ramparts and ib® ® 

Tovm dUch TATIS not giTou till Inters die advantage to he gained therehy clearly ere#o 

by Lord ElphiastonOp the pioneer of tbo impravement sehemaa projeeted during the?^ 
and some effort Tvas mode before I860 to clear away the otdest portion of the defence-» 
rofful In a joamal of lS55 tliatp “ The Apollo Gate Is now all bat dLsntantled, the l^t pr lor ^ 
tho areh tottering to il^s fall j and thm one of the oldest fragraBtits of the Fort willi in a ^ 
days, have T-anislitd, A Jorge prtloa of tlio ivall betwiitt the gate and tbe seat ern en niaco 
the dook liii^ been dismantled • and the only matter of regret is tliat the hand of i ® ^ 

should not extend itself all round;* Hie Fort hiul indeed becemo supmimnated- ^ lule t le 
small comm unity of former years had been Ibblo to attack by seap it had goUantlv servt 
protection to the trader; but now tlmi Britiali pwor was supreme tioth by sea and hTi \ 
ffitison for mamtainmg it ramamed ; while Iho ground, which Its destmotien would lay epn,wM 
most urgently recpiired* The delay in demoUshing tlie ramparts and the dfcis-ion of I e 
Improfement Coniinlttee in 1848 to remove merely the ravelins and ontworks, was prhaps ^ 
ocoosioDod hy the opposition to the incAsnre evinced by the native inhabitanlsj who in an appa 
forwarded the same year^ pinteJ ont that, if fresh spee were required for tlie emtension of t a 
town^ sneli might be foimd in Colaha, Girgatmap Dhobi Tiiluo or at Breach Candj^ But it ^^tis 
not only by tho need of fresh spee for roudf^ and buildiiig^ that tho doom of the old In oft 
rendered necessary*. Oviafcrrowdiiig had alretniy asm mod serious pfofjortiona, and heightened t e 
ehanoes of oonflftgmtionaT wliich^ so long ns conimimitation with tlie Fort ta us confined to moat 
bridges nud a few gateway? ^ were capable of very oousiderahle damage to house nnd other pro^ 
peity^ The fire which occurred lately/* say? a writer of 1844, ^^ettnvoted me to a i^art of the 
Fort wliich 1 never hofora vitited* namely, a street running along the ramjiarts between the Tow n 
Barracks and Fort George- Its name is Mcodec Street, Tho first object which attraoti-d my 
attention wns a vast buildings in, whioli were enormous fires for cooking for tome six to eight 
hundred natives. The ghee or oil^ employed in cooking, cccasioimUy falls into the fire and canoes 
the fliunes to mount to the mflers. The danger h very great and is by no means lesaeuwl by the 
Biiuation, exactly In the rear^ of a Powder Maga^^ine. *rlie building is, as 1 stated liofore, large, 
but not safficieut to enable from six to eight hundred persons to sit down to dinner ; cud the 
consequence is that they sit in tho street to their meal and eomjdotcly block up the thoroughfare. 
The warehouse, as 1 found on enquiry, is employed for housing cotton during the raiiiB, 


As the number of the mhabltants increasedj efforts w ere made to aiuollorate the samtury 
condition of the oity* The public health and eondact of civic affairs vvs^ orlginfliiy in the Imnds 
of Justices of the Peace, who had l>eea suceooded by Courts of Petty Seesious, MagLstir&te$ of 
Police and finally by a Ccusenfancj Bo^ird, in which obtusenega, indifference and [larLy-sinrit 
appeared to have completely overcome whatever naodieum of public spirit was still conserved 
among Ita members/* Jnstiliistlon for this sweeping accusation mny he found m the descrip¬ 
tion ^iven in 1840 of one Bmall portion of tlio iflbnd, Colabu/* wo ure told, ^^lies groaning 
undcT nnisances of the most unwholesome description ; the Jiving dwell among the graves of the 
dead - the roads are macadamised with rotten Bsh aatl the dead tiirooHcs of household vermin/* 
The first step towards jwlequate super vision of I he town ta^ ttikoii in 1858, when an Act was 
pas.sed abolLsbbg the old ConsorvuDov Board, and substUutiog therefor a trlumviraUj of Muoici- 
ptJ Commiflsioners, which exisietl till 1865. It was during their regime that the gri^at Vohar Water 
Works, for the opening of which the City is indebted to the determination and libendity of Lord 
Elphinstone, were token m hand| whereby a papulation annually liable to dcoimution by water 
famine/* was for the firat lime supplietl with a rufficiency of good water. Tramway oommuni- 
catiuu, which has proved so great a Wn to our Iiihuhilauto, was also commenced in these years ; 
for, in the press of October Ist, 1860, we read that The Municipal Cemmis^ioner^ liave* on the 
application of the Ckibba Land Company, allowed laydown Tramwap through tlie 

Q>mpaiiy'i ground and across the Causeway, conditionally for six months^ with u view- to tbelr 
satisfy mg thtmiselves that the working of it will not prove hh obstruction to the public traffic 
<rror the Causeway/* ITiere was ample need, m trntht for incniasmg feeditifs of transit, and 
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opening qj> q^w tbef^oglilares. Previons to iho time of tlie mmtinyj the most Impertncit 
menb wem the 'BelUdia Emit *• with jt^ two gaping black ditcbea on uitlier sidc/^ Jind the building 
of the JMahitn Cbawwajp wbioh wna opened in lt#45, and wjw described U 3 ** a itupendou^ motiiid 
which cutg off ad arm of the sea, and proiniaes to give to the liiubaiidiiiaa what has hiLheirto boon 
an unpmduetivo esitiary—a bridge which ennble^^ the travdlor to paa^ n ihingeroit^ ferry in 
safety^'* Bnt after the year I8%i7 the City exinandorl to -sncb an extent tliat a|j 9 ithy in the matter 
of public improvements was no longer jKwaible* 3Ia1ubEtr Hill+ Breaeli Candy and Mabolul^mi 
were eagerly seked open by tlie Eurapcflti and well-to-pJo native population; tlie ancient earls 
and gardens wore |>ecp]ed by the poorer oIbssoBi whom the presided of InoratiTe enjplov'men! 
enticed from the dktricts of mnmbnd. On the whole of that districtp wrote the T*mis 
oorrospondent of 1800+ ^^Iving between the and Girgnum Back Road, hniltling opemiiuns 
have been inncti'^e progress for some yeira |^st, hut Imve within the hist two yearji been pnsheil 
on with nnpreeedepEed rspidity, llou^ws are rbing in ul) direct lode, and what was some few 
yearn ago merely a cocoaiitit planUitioTi, will, within tlie next half canttiry^ Iw as thoroughly 
tirban as JIandvi and Rharo Talao. Giivel and Sonapar are utterly destitute of cross thorough¬ 
fares, and illustrate what will Ijo the future oondition of the whole oart districtj if B>>tematic 
prococilings nre not at once adopted, “ 

Ah the oooapied area expanded^ es rndnstrial ontorpriaes and schemes^ sdoh an the 
EJphinstone lieclamation Scheme^ wore from time to time prqmoted| and intredaced ever fresh 
relays of trading and industrial fandlHes, it becamii ap|}arent that some saitahlc syatem of draioago 
was rmjniredjte assure the health of the City^ During the early years of the period one heaTS 
of ^ Uncovered main drains^ pobaning the RyonJla distriot,” of** terrihle miasmaia in the Fort 
and Efjplajmjle,” of unbauees approximating to those which Coleridge discovered in the holy 
oity of {.yogne: and one can well undeTHtonil tho sentiments of relief, experienetK] by the public 
in lb01+ on learaing from the daily journals that the MttDicipnl Gomznbiiouers hnd prepared 
a new sjBtem of d roimige for the island. 

We may assume, therefore^ that by the year 1860, an increase of population had taken 
.pLkce owing to the general progress uf trade, the foundation of local iaduiitries, and the ameliora¬ 
tion of oommunioations. One reads in ihejRcci/^y Times ot I 8 d 8 + For oxampb, that our 
ihopkoepers are nearly all Pansk,—so are our furniture makers also—but the workmen employed 
in the manuiuoturo of Bombay fumituria of HUqh exqubito design, and, beyond meie csirvlng^ 
of such indifferent workmanship, are nearly all men from Gntoh and GnjarnU Our best shoe-^ 
makers are Chinamen ; our atono-cuttera are all from tlie interior* Our armoarer^ and perfuiiite 
dealers aro mostly Persimis j our hcrsa-doalorS are Afghans and Baldabk, Our potters form a 
regular organised craft and pay homage to a deity, presiding over thejn, jiMt as oar crafts at 
home had their organisation and patron saints in days of yore^onr shoemakers their 
St, Crispin, onr gardeners their St, Androor, and oar masons their St* Jokn,^' One reoib of 
fire Join toniplce in Bheudy Bazaar, one to Sbautenatlif two to Panisnath+ and two to Ade^h^ 
varnath ; of others, in the Fort and Love Laue, Mazngon ^ a fact which may he taken to prove 
that [he number of Jains in Bombay by the year 1848 was by no means iuconsidotahle. By 
1847 the workmen of the inknd hud attained such pnestigo that the Maharajah of Joypore 
dospatehed hiiher five of his objects;, ^ to obtain instruction in certain handicrafts, and in the 
maun fact ure and ute of implemeutH ilkely to he of value in advancing mrnl economy in their 
native land." The Portuguese are s[>oken of by Lady Falkland in 1848, as sharing the flutie§ 
domestiu service with the Mussulnmn and Par^i ;and ^ being converted Eindns of the co;i^ 
partaking of all the phjidca] poculiaritie^ of the presant Hindu mhahitants— 7 ^inall| block+ill- 
fivonred, with nil nccadoiiul infiLsion of European and Xegro-hlood.'* According to ilte soiuo 
writer, groat nimbers of them, and of native C%ri 5 tiafiB ol-Wt lived near the old Portugueefl 
College at Mohim, which w^osfiwept aw ay by the band of the reformer m 1851* For many 
yearn previous, tlio College had bean in a state of min—the dwellings broken and deaolute of 
ieiiantii, the oolumufl and colonnjbflM^ roofs and pedimenh^i emmhling year after year to decay 
The hat and the owl cMrcupicd iJie liaik where the merriment and laughter ef 3 'Otith once rang 
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clear, ** A mern" pltco, 'twas aaitl, m days of yorCj but aoinetliiog' alls it now—tlio place 
cuTScd : ’* and pitying its forlom ccaditi^u, tho rcstle^ fraprovor of these yeuH remoTed 
the lost reiiiuauts of a once fiiraoiia and hanilBanio seminmy-. 


The year?, which elapsed betiToen 1938 und 1960, wore eiiipliatiedJy yeafi of improve- 
mctil. And yet, notwithstondiiig the opening of new roadn, the foiiDdAtion of temples and 
ohurchei, til0 ostablishmeut of institutions like tbs tinnt bfodieal CoJIego, with the object of 
impartijig, through a seieotilio syetom, the benefit of tnedical insImotioD to the natives of 
Western liidjo,'' the building of tail Is, and the projection of great w&ter works, mnoh yet 
Teaiidiied to be oeootnplished in sueceetling years. The CSty hud still to be deoked in u fash ion 
worthy of its position as a Orown-posacssion ; the increasing nambars of residents demanded new 
faciliiies for transit; growlli of commorce reijutretl yet more laud. The Bombay Almanac of 
1855 speaks of the Snpretno Court within the Fori, and tlio f'oiirt of ^mall Qmses in the natiTO 
town as ** having been selected with the specliil oUjeet uf niippiessing litigation, being both 
iiicommodions and ill-ventilated :while the STtfner of 1860, in wnming the public agniust the too 
rapid eroatioii ofoottoU'iTiilU, remarks that the want of wharfage and pier accominchdotion throsts 
itself so promionutly before ua, that the apathy of our merchants thereon is post belief. Every 
man who reclaims a faot of land or gives a new foot of pivr-rooin in Bombay ileserves to ha 
looked Upon aa a public beoefaotor.'* Fortunately, for the oity and posterity, her welfare wjis at 
this Juncture entrusted to one, wbo realised the ne«<l for ijnpravement in the highest degree, 
and possessed the energy nud deterannutiou to carry it out in the face of theobstruetiorf, terror 
and indignation of the Supreme Govern men t. MorcoTer, ciroiimstauces to whiuh we shall refer 
hereafter, placed w ithiu her grasp the fends, which were needed to iieTfect her transfertmtion 
from ft niorcontllo town into a splendid and populous oity, Bombay, in days of yore, had camwl 
the title ofthe Island of the Good Life,^ bat by mishup hod lost her right thereto. The 
achicveineuts of Sir Biirtle Fre re's ad ministration, and of the jicriod subsei^uent to 1860, regained 
for her the right to bear that title, which, even though the arrow fiy |>y night and the sickness 
destroy in the noon-day, shall abide with her for evermore. 


e pass on to the paried of the rnokfug of modoru Bombay; and in reviewing the events 
which helped to swell the stream of iuimigmtioo, would deal firstly with the growth of 
railways. At the eloso of the year I86CI, tho Great Indian Peuinsub Company had opened 
the iine as far as the head-quarters of tbo Thana Gollectorate. Three years later, on the 22nd 
.Iprd 1863. the Bhor Ghat inoliue was opened, wideli reaches hy one Jong lift of 15^ miles, the 
height of 1,832 feet. Sir Bartio Frere, as we leam from Mndean, 'vas present at the cereuionv, und, 
recalling the worlsof Sir Job u Malcolm in 1930. said,« When I first saw the Ghat some yearslatcr, 
we were very proud in Bombay of our maU cart to Poona, tho first, and at that time* I belie to, 
the only one rtiuning in India - bsit it was some years Inter Iwfore the rood was geuerally used 
for wheeled earriagea. I ramemher tliat we hardly mat a single cart between Khaadalla and 
Poona t long droves of pack bnlJoekfi Lnd still exclusive possession ot' the road, and prolably 
more carta now pass up and down the Ghat in a week tlmii were then to bo seen on it in a 
wholo year. Bnt the days of mail cart and bnllook cart, as well as tho hrinjaree pack bollocks, 
are now drawing to a close, * Tlio value of tho Railway in fostering the growth of Bombay 
has Ijeeu well-tiigli incalculable ; saving of time and expenio was affonied to Iwlh Eumpan and 
Native truveller ; a Journey of at least twenty-four hoiim, costing £6, was exchanged by 
Virtue rf a splendid feat of engineering, for one costing lint u few rupees and Wing Only for 
wnio SIX hours f Meanwhile Qnjamt was not forgotten. The first section of the Bombay 
torfthi and Centmi Indin BftiluTiy was opened inlSfitJ; ihe Brwioh and BartKlft section in 
1861; tlie .Ihmedabad section in 1863; and finally in 1864 ^tho line, which tho Compiny 
had been forced by the Government fco con.iuenoe ut u dtstauce from ite base of opomtiens, was 
™mpl«^d smitbwarJs a.s far as BomW," The inhabitant of the cotton cocutrv was at last 
in lonch with tho merehant, who exported tho produce of his land across the seas • and 
remembermg the tedious journej^ by indifferent roads, which he had perforce undergone in 

tormor yeai^ wa^ qniefc to Appreciate a sjstem which oarri«i him te hia destination more 
iipeeduy and at lessened expense. 
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Fortbor enGoamgement to tmJop mtl therefor© also to tho growth of oar [wpoiation, wns 
affonlod bj ^eiirooflimiiiiincion with the muinJuad, mtl hy the oj^ning of the Snea Chnal, 
In 9^ wo Icrarn ftT5ni tlio Titms ot Mnroh iSOth in that year, ornvngQmenf^ wero mail© by 
Goromiuent witli the Bombay Ck>ii6t and Uiver Steam Navigation Compimy for raiiiiiiig atftnia 

bokweeii Bom bay mid Maadva^ Karanja, Hovas niid Shanifntari Oran mul Blwa. With 
thu raUnay on one Imod, and tins ifteam-boat on the other, the nsJand of Bondi^y could no 
longer b© a tfr^fa to the dweller in the Konkaii^ The opening of the Baex Cbno] in 18^9 

oOectoil a complete ravolutioB in the oairrying trade ofBonilsay, whioh had up to that date 
been coDvoyei! in shipi round the Ckpo* and largely ambled Bombay to become the linpTial 
port of IndiJU Early in iJie previous year, the weekly mail senloa had boon InAtitutcid in 
response to the agitation, whksli we noted In 1857, and eitr Jdand hud become the port of arrival 
and departure for all the Engibh Mails* ** Theclnima of Bombay, writes ^laolean in 1875, ^ had 
by tliat time l>eeanic too atrang to lie disregarded for the ^ko of local Intereetfl ; and now wo 
hay© not onlv the P, and 0+ Steeniens mnning hen^, hut the tninaporta oonvejing the nncmnl 
reliofs fco Imlii, aijil a nninber of indopondont lines of passenger ^ameTS, inolnding the Anstrian 
Lloyd % the Bnbatlinci ond the Anohor Lino. The British India Companv, too, havo a eontraot 
with the Indian Govonimeut for csarrymg uiailefrnm Bombay to all the other large ports of India. 
Finally, to oomph^ onr record of what has beta done to improve comoiTinioalion liotween 
Bombay nnd tlto rest of the world, wo ihonld mention that n direot submariee oahl# was laid 
down from Snoi to Bombay in 1870, in eonnection with the cable front Falmouth to Gihroltnr. A 
cable fold been previously laid down in I860, Imfc it hec^nne n.?eJes8 after one or two messages had 
lieen transinitted through it. Tplographio commiinicatiDn between Kmachi and England by a 
Persian Gnlf cable had, how'over, been snccessftilly establt&hnd in 10do.*' The opening of tlie 
cjinnl waa, iierliapa, more instnimenlol tlam any other event in raising oup island to ** (be proud 
pDftition of the gateway of IVeatorn IikIiii.** 

The ihird most patent restson 5ir the growth of the city and the rise of popnlation was 
the enormous inoroose of tha cotton trade, nnH snbsofjnent Share Monia^ of the yeara 1561-65* 
The outbreuk of the Civil War in America, which nt once cut off the supply of American stoples^ 
U ealculated by Maclean to have gnmn to Bombay rongldy SI millions -sterling in five yeors^ 
over nnd above what she had in former years considered a fair price for her cotton. ** Allowing, 
says he, **a liberal margin for errors of valtintimi at the Custom Hotnie, wc may compote the 
olent addition to the wealth of Bonal»fiy at 70 to 75 millions sterling—a tolerahl'^' Eubstantial 
fouiidalioii for speculators to build ujwn.” An nne:?canipleLi osiKirtation offcolton continued so long 
as tlio Avar was carried on. ** The produce of all the grept cotton fields of India, ifagpur, Berari 
Gujaratj ond the Southern Maratha Country, ” writer Sir Ricliard Temple, found its Avny to 
Ifomtkay in order to be exported to Englaadp Avftb all po^ible despatoht wdiila iho high prices 
ruled and the blockade of the Senth American port=i lasted. So sadden wag the demand, so 
high the range of pricop so vast the profits^ that an oconomic dktnrljnnoe set iu> Money seeniod 
to lose its purchasing power^ the prices of almost all articles rcjse simultaneously- and the ^ages of 
labour warn anhouced in proportion ” Dmleis wore absolutely irLdifferont to quality, so long as 
they ootiJd hurry on the staple to the market, and gain the fortune^ spread before their eyes. 
The Pre^ voiced the forobcwJmgs of the wiser portion of ihfl public; Imt was not headed^ ** TIic 
term i nation of the American War, ^ said the of Mnreh 186?, ** will leave Engl an J inun¬ 
dated with inferior Samksj and the article will stinfc in tho nostrils of English manufoatarers. 
I^t tboiW whom it oouoerns look ta if j for there is danger in tlie present aspect of tmdo,'^ But 
no warning could stem the insatiate greoi] for ridies, which were paved and accumnlnted for 
too rapidly ta ojlow of their l.eing sunk in sound investmenis. The economic history- of mo?t 
commercial oonntries, oa Sir Richard Temple fflinarfei, has shewn that when money in vi^it 
qaantities saebi for^ and fails to find sound investments, it will be wasted, ** The Avastugc takes 
(Jic form of unwise or insane specuJatton. It wtis to snob speculation that Bomba? foil a victim 
at tbia time. Fimkncial o^sociatiens formoil for Various purposes, sprang up like mushreems^ 
compnnica expanded widi an inflation as that of bubbles; projects blossomed only to decay/*^ 

By the end of 1864 the whole community^ from tho highest English official to the lowest 

n 
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iiiitive broker, bemuno Btrerh demoralued^ end, abaodoDinff bnaitiei^ ijwe tbeoiwhoa up to 
till) delujion Iliat they could all aoccMil in making fortanoa on the Stock Eiohaage. Th* 
newapapers were faW with anTidiiMemeTi^a fif now Financial Aaaoeiationa, Und 

Reclamation Cbmpnnios^ of which the most note worthy was the Baak Bay Associaiicn, 
lipsigned to provide in tho placo thd land on thn ;^or 0 of Back B%iy, oionR which 
tlm B. B. & Oe 1- Bai]way now rnns, nwi aftorwarda to the widne of the ground, 
permitted lo be reolaimEKl, for the purpose of providing aitca for iiiarino restdeno&B. 

The value of lend had boon trebltfJ and in Bcmhay- the popTilatlon was every 

day jacreafiiog in rmmbBre, andi ae the avaikblo space within the ieland was very small^ e^ery 
f^ddiLionol foot tacked on seemed likdy to be worth its weight in gold. Fierce oppoaitbn wao 
mode to the gmnt to a Company of so volmbk a coneessbii 5 andi the Bombay GovernmeTil * 
which hofJ determtned to innko something for itself out of the rage for specnlRtion, hy taking a 
number of Bank Bay ahsm^, was comiielled by the Govemnient of India to abandon such a 
partnership. Tlie ostatc promoters of the Company Jhen sold these shares by pnblio auction | 
tho hrokerg ran them np to Rs- 25^“iJOO a share on Ra. paid up, or more f hnn CM per cent -1 

ami this Sale may be £iaid to have sent the city quite mod.'* By the oloEC of the year 1864^ 
there were 81 Ijsmks in exbtOTicfe, Ifi fionnoial assor;iaticm 5 ^ 8 hmd ccimpanieSs IC press 
corijf^nies^ 20 jnsanmoe oompanies against 10 in 1855, 62 joint-stock compantes against 0 in 
]855. Journalism boda the pohlie take heed, induiged in Gossandra-Uke i>rophecie 3 of the rEiin 
ti at was iinininent. We must rebtike the wild rage geing on Bide hj side wiOi honest effort. 
Thi^ mu$t end in a fearful smash, and we w^vn the Born bay public to iiowiire ! ” Thas croaked 
the Press j and later cried more shrilly *• —*^T!iere is a gambling aitunmlTU going on ! Sprculation 
i-i rife^ and with tinanoial folly the rigging of the share market is now ptirsueil. Tliree bnndreil 
and foriy^ven Acts were once |:^ssed at the cost of £l!?0TS3d*O87, i^ach. was 1846 in 
England ! T^et ns all take care of in India! Bnt the malady was too virulent nod too 
wide-spread to be cheokeil by i^proof - conld oidy ha heulftl by the ntdver^ humiibrion and 
distrei^ of a tneroantile commnnity. The cfindiict of some of the banking institutions of these 
yearg wa^ without precetbnt. and nndonhtddiy fostered tlio growth of dpsasier. ** To under¬ 
stand what their condtiot Ini a been,” remarked a contenipomry, it h ueoessary to go much 
further tiack than 1864-5. and even than thu ontbreak of the American War itwlf. The Imth 
h that the mania of 18C4-65 supervened upon a coinmunily ia which the seeds of min were 
already sown broadcast liv the domorsdiiation of the petsonnel of its bonking tnsti tot ions* From 
the foundation of tii# Slerountile Bank of India in this city in 1852, down to this day, there boa 
liardly been a Bank Moimger who Ims not had inlerestetl relation!* with one or other of the 
brokere^ Such relations coald not but be liangoraua. In other words, the command of nearly 
ail Banks hsks l>eeu in tlie hands of men engaged in apeenlative opomtions of the most formidablo 
kind, and iti secret partnorslup with the bn>kers. It cannot he too distinctly' impressed upon 
the public mind that tlie recent share nicnia was possible, only because nn utterly demonJi^cd 
esccciitive had the commatiil of all the haukiug resources in the place j and with the vast means 
Ijehind them wore in all but open partnerahip with the brokerSp as leailera of or partioiplcra in 
the great gmnbling operaLions of the time* The Back Bay scheme ia said to have beea the 
cause of the mania * but this is incorrect. It wau the demoraljEation of the banking osecutive, 
at the time the schome was launched upon the tnarketp that ruined os/^ 

In the spring of 1865 iho long protmeted rcsiaEauco of tlic Southern states oolbpsed, lioa's 
army aurrendered, tho blockade ende^l, and a mags of American cotton entererl the Englfeh markets. 
The price of Bombay cotton fell fa^t i the pricea of all securities declined in sympathy with it* 
property in produce eatimated at many millions sterling declined in a few weeks to legs than liulf 
isa value* ■** Every onot'’ writes MadenUi *" soon discovered that ihetioininid capita] oflhennmeroag 
companies in exkftcncQ only represented so much paper monoy ; that a lew shrewd men liad firit 
storied banks and ron up the shares to a premium, and then obligingly started FinaneSials to loud 
money lo other people to buy these ehamg frurn them^ When tho crash cam a, there was nothing 
to meet il but papor^ and tho whole elaborate edifice of speculation lop]>1ed down like a bouge 
of cards/* With tho downlhli of tlio Cominercial Bank, tho misfortune? of Bombay reacbed a 
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\ then the Agra ftntl Ma^termaa^a Bank br<^ke^ and in tnid-September Pronit^bimd 

Boyehttntl and framseEijt Joejoebhoj', the two most ioflueiilial exportens of ootton^ were di^obred 
iosolvent Returnmg to Tndlft la thn autumn of 16^5*' writes Sir Eiehar^] Temple, “ I again 
|m«ed through Bombay, and found the City in the very tJiroos of her trouble, bsr leading luur- 
oliantg mined, many of her old-eetabllshed firmii in peril, her banking corporations in U<JuidQtioD| 
her enterprises snsponded. J^ever had 1 witne^d in any phice a niiu no widely distributed, nor 
such distress following ao qiiiekly on the heels of such prosperity^ The netive merchants wore 
as important iis^ and mach more uumerous thaup tho Burepeans* aud opon both alike bad av^ift 
retribution descended^ As nsna] In dlsastroits timOii, recrimination and mutual reproach were 
rife, and acon.'^ations of mereAutile miseoiiduct were l^ndiad about. Happily the iogtancjM of 
inis1)6bav!oiir on tbe part of Europeans, or on tho part of nalivei of nuik autl sUitu-^, w^jro rare* 
But many natlv^i of lesser education and position were drawn into the vorto^ of tho specnlntion 
which verges nixm gambling, and leads to paths heaped with tern [stations to qmi>stionaMe actiaiis, 
boon the oonrtg of Justice became overloaded with In which misgiilLleil luitiies wore figur¬ 
ing as defe£]<laiits« AmiJ tho crash of compames, firms and individual^, all ruineil, Bie fatitire 
of rhe Bank of Bombay wjia annuanoeih The Govommont held gharos in this Bank and had 
directors sitting at the Board of Management j there also the piihlLa funds neerlod for current 
escfienses wore deposqtod^ The rule in this Bankp as in the other banks In fudia with vvliidi tlie 
* Government was conuectedT had been that ndvanees sbonld not be made on any stecuritie^ fl??eopt 
those of Govornmonti lint unfortunately hy some recent legislation <sn a reuowal of the Bankas 
cli:irter, isome provisions had been inserted whereby the Bank wa^ pinpowererl to make advances 
On certain kinds of securkieia other than these of Govertimcnu In virtue of this power, the Bank 
had ma<lo adv-unces to companies daring; the time of prosperity, on the stourity of their simres, 
to s^uoh an 03,tent that when the compniesbecaRio insolvent iimid.4 the genemJ ruin, lha Bank alvo 
tiiilerl. Thip tiiliire wa^i noticed with sharp animajversion by tho public, and esi'tecially by tlio^ 
who had become siuireholder^ In the Batik, on the faith of its lieing super vIsikI by tlie Govern- 
monf, Indiguatton rose high iigain^^ the Govemmorit Director, wbi os fimiuaial adviser in this 
mutter, w'as specially bound to sw that tho Bank steereiJ cloar of tho tlireatening shoafe.” The 
disasters that befell tho surface of society formed but u fifiictioii of the misery oca.tilofteJ by tho 
failure of tho loading merchants and firms, Tlie impossibility of realising Imid a^ts for cash and 
distnbnting them gave rise to a wide-spread tindoroarrent of distress, blighting i^reers oiioo 
promising, and condemn lug many lives to a hojielosa and degrading l>ondagOi ^ Tbo value of tho 
lands and houses that have to be sold,” wroto the Jrmrv of Angust lie estimuteii at 

four ornre?i of nipees ; and this sum li owed five times over by the oomTniniity at large*^* Two 
Land Oompanins only llveil through the day of reohoniag, the Colahaand Elphinstone Cbmpanieti. 
Tho latter had done good work md posset$^d a valnablo property; and wiis able to keep on Its way 
for some years, till a sympothatio Government relieved it of anxiety by buying all iii shares at 
par. By the close of the year 1S67, the panla had anhsideil j and oommorcud affairs, which 
fortunately j^ufFerotl no pemaanent Injury from the wdld oxcogses of these five yt^irs, floinmcncad to 
regain a nonisal aspect, Moieover the fulare financial independeoco and siieceaa of Bombay 
jdacett in its own keeping, hy the opening m ISfiS of n new Bank of Bi>riihay, which w'as to form 
“ an impregnable centre id oommercini stabjlity,’^ “ Tlie now Bank,” remarked the Pref^s, ^ has 
the strongest negative gnarautee for safety In tho history of the fotir yctira' downfall of 
tbo old Bank/* 

Such k, In outline, the history of tho great Share Alania. Posterity, w hile regretting that 
ohiistisement of so totrihle a nature should have bwii inet<ad out to iadivldiiials^ is j^ot forced to 
mlmit that modem Bombay was really establkhed in those Iron bio ub years* Sho enjergod purified 
from the furnace of affliction, more populous and moro lieniitifiil than she had over been in former 
yeara. At the oiitsotj when tbo piles of gold ooiumonaed to stream into her oDfi’ers, the pnblio 
rnlnd ivas turned Inwards improvomeut of the bnd^ improvement that might rutiler her largor 
ami more w LDleaunio : and at tho head of tho Government was jnst tho one man, w ho could stimulate 
that desire, and guide it by ss«il arid enihustosm to a practical iosuo. Thfiso causes IohI to the 
final order of IdGii for tbo dcmolitios of the Fort w alls and to the great Reulamadeua, which have 
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30 Jarff«!_v oontrihuted to Iba getrsml heaUh of tli& hh.nd* Bombay bad by 1862 gtown beyond' 
botli natoml aod artifioia] Iimib- “ tha fort was too ^crmU to fbfniili warahonso room for her 
merchandize * the inland too crowded to afford spaoo for Ihe residonoe of tha commiiiiltyj' “ The 
exigoueiea of 4ba cried the daily jonniiil?y ^ demand not only that we shonld reoorer spneo 
rtoni oh^lete and nsele^ worfcg, but that we should like wise raolalm land from the Tha old 

Fort^ thoreforoj which had frowned uptm the Mabbar piratCi nnd watched the morohant fleet 
sail forth to punli^h Anj^Ia, Llisaiipeare<1 for over* Soma remnant of it atUl o^cTsfcs in the 
modern Ar^nal^ or “ Black Fort, as the haggy-driver terms it» Tlio task of driving baok iba 
ocean wnsalao tfiktiti iii hand* ^^Tho tmveller| landing at Apollo Bander about iho year 1855j 
would liave found a foul and liid^ns foreahore from the Fort to Sewri on the East - from Apollo 
Bunder round Colahn and Back Bay to the AH round the Island of Bombay wad one fonl 

cesspool, sewers discharging on the sand j rooks only UMd for tho purposes of nalura. To ride 
homo to Makbar Hill along the sands of Back Bay was to onoountor sights and odours too 
horrible to desorllic — to bap four eewersp whoso gaping mouths discharged deop blaek 
^roarus acro&s your psd^ to ba impeded os you nearwi Chow patty by boats and nets and stacks of 
firewood, and be choked by iha fumes from the open burning ghat, and many an ancienl; and 
fish-like smelL To travel by tut] from Bori Bunder to ByonUa^ or to go into Mody Bay* vi'os to 
see lu the foreshore the latiinc of the whole population cf tho Native Town/^ Of the wealth which 
foond its way into Bomliay subsequent to the year 18fiO» some sis million pounds sterling was * 
iitiHsed in regubting and advanoiag into tho sea below low water mark the whole of the Ldandk 
foredioro* Hundsoiiio works wore effected on either side of ^he Apollo Bunder^ esteudini: 
south-w'e-itw'urd alniot^t to Cobba Church, and stretching from the Cog tom Honse to Sewri 
along the Mody Bay, Eljdjingtorte, ^fazagoi], Tank Bnniler and Frere Reolamations, a distance 
of at least five miles. On the other side of the isbnd WEut the great Back Bay reclamation, 
from Cclalici to the foot of Malali^ar Hill, whereon >vas oou-'^tructed a good road luid bridlo path. 
Considering what the effwt of these works has been Upon the sanitaiy ooiidition of the citvi 
and tlie great eonvenionoc and oomfort whieh they have afforded to the masgos, the s] ^eolation 
and tnania of the yearns 1861-^5 apjjear rightly to have boon a blessing in disguise. According 
to Dr. BowIeti*s report of 1^72^ the uim reclaimed omonntod to 4,348^918 square yards 
which b eqalvabnt to 8S>S'5 acr®- ami by th# year 1873 tho are^ of the whole idand 

hail risen from Ifi tii square miles to 22 square miles, 149 acres and 1,897 square 
yards- 


Not upon roclaraation alone was the public wealth expendeil during these ytaig. 
New roads were umdo ^ old trucks improved. The Cebha Causeway was widemHl and rebuilt 
in J 861-63 r the Eiqilanade Main Bead, Rampart Row and Hcrchy Row, Bori Bonder Road* 
Market Road past the Markets, a road from Church Gate Street to Esplanade Jlain Road, 
thajnnctiong of Apollo Bunder with Marine Str^iet and Rampart Row, were all commenced 
and ^mpjeted within fifteeuyeani aftar the opening of tide period. Crutkahank Road and 
the Esplanade Cross Rood were widened by Government iu 18fi5 and ,1866- the Nnwroji Rill 
I W from Dcugri Street was ccustructcd in 1865 ; the Camao, Ma^jid and Elpliia^oue over- 
bridge^ were built by 1867 at tlie joint oipensH of the Jluuioipality mid G. L R Bailwav ; 
Rauip^ Row Ea^t from the Mint to Fort George Gate %vo3 congtnloted by Government on 
tEse 5ite of tho Rampart and part of the Mody Bay reclamation. 


Blit import a. reclamations and omnmunicatious were, they are W likely to 
wh^rtl traveller than the great buildiugg and adornmonta of the city, 

^hw^e^hshedm Tho embdlMiment of Bombay nu.y bo eaid to ha^ 

wbiebT ^ working sepa^^^^ b^th actuated bv tbo s^pirit of the age, 

ad^n^rf ^ --ly-equired wealth should bo .pent to the pormaneu; 

to the iahind ^ wland. Ou the one side wore private citizens, who sscught to leave 

iXrZ «ri«. Jt»=!«m, -tta 

It pn Iw buJdingB ftait uaoful uml institntiona ef utw Bominjr 


K dm to the iiinnilicenTO of tlio speonluiori of 18(Jl-65.’' Ono thLnks nt ooee of tba 4 lakK-i 
givon by Mr, PramchanJ Hoychuid, tbe uncrowned king of Bombay ” in those days, fw 
an DniTenEty Libmry Bnilding and a towar, to fae nnniad after liii mother “ The Rajnbai Tower ” ; 
of the JamMtji Jeojeabhoy School of Art 5 of “ the libarality of Cowusji Jebangir, Esq., i»bo 
I % 0 ry shortly (1864} provide Bombay with no losn than forty dri nkin g fourLt^bioaf to 
r in yanons porta of the island ” ; of Pani benorolent institutions, aimb ns the Optbalmio 
Ospital completed in 1866, the Pawi Hospital at Cobba, and tha Hospital for Incmubles at 
ByonIJa ; of aobsoriptions to a Vietoria Museum ; and of the Sassoon Mechanics’ Inetituto. PnWic 
panics helped also in the task of improvemoiit. Quo reoiiis of now Hail wav w'orksliops nt 
Orel; of a atto being secured for a fJas Company in and of their oommencing work in 

October 1865. •* The Brat lamps to ba lighted,” says the Boiiibaff Builder of tliat ^bte, “ ato the 

nflw onw along the Bhondy Bazaar ; tbfeso hv-the-way roflaot far more oredit upon the Municipal 
Eogliioer thnn the mLsflmUo apecimenfl along the Esplanade.” A portion of iho towii wm for tbe 
first time lighted with gai on Satarday, Ootober 7lh, 1866 f and aa the kinp-Ugbten went from 
lamp to lamp they were foliowtPil we are told, ** by crowds of inquisitive nativesj who gcjsed m 
tnDteasionidiment at the new western wonder thnt had appearorl in their mitUt*” The Penin- 
riolar and Oriental Company wore at work In 1803 upon their great Dockyaid at Matagoo- 
Very few porMns,” wrolo a oorrespoadont of tbe have imy idea of the inagoitii<lfl of 

the new establishment just rising into existence within a stone^s throw of the old doefe at 
Slazagon. About three years ago (1860), the Company obtained from Government^ for a very 
low’^ sum, the old Mazagon dock with permii^bn to roelauii the foreshore to low VTitor mart. 
The works completed or m progress oompKse the brgest and most porfeot tiinb«r-alip in 
Bombay^ Lastly one may montion in thU connection the Elphinstone Circle, the erection of 
whioh waa sanoHoned by Sir George Ciert^ and completed daring bis snoceaBOT^s tenure of oBBoe, 
Ths site of this imposing coUeotion of bnildings—tho old Bombay Green--wfld bought by the 
Manicipflljty and resold by them at a large profit tn building lots to English mercantile firm si, 
who gmJiLiIly transformed the dusty open spacer inhabitod for the most part by crowds of 
pigeons^ into an imposing e^ampli^ of street arohitoclnm. The snggoation ihhi the circle shoutti 
bear flie name of Ixsrd Elphinstone emanated from the firms eoncemeii in the building thereofi, 
who held a public meeting at the oQicc of i^Iessrs, Bitchie Stenart & Co- la the year 186^* The 
■proposal, testifying to the support which Lord Elphinstunc had nooorde^l to tbe scheme In its 
Infancy, apprcived by Govennneul; and onder the title of the ElpbinstnneJCirdej one more 
striking Improveruent was added to the list of thof^ oonceii^l ami executed during this period. 

On the one Landj therefore, were private individuals and public firms, working during 
tlieso years with one fixed idea of improriug and enlarging the etty, to which thair severoJ 
destinies had driven them^ On the other hand were Sir Bertie Frere and his Govanmienti 
nchinted no less keenly by the same wishni ^ Ajs lands for huildiDg purposes were very tanch 
noodod, ” writes Sir Riohanl TempiCp ** and would command a high prioe^ a pmjeut was formed 
for throwing down the walla of the Fortp taking up a portion of the plain, end making allot¬ 
ments of ground availahls for bailding. Sir Bartla Frere took up this projuot with his ae^ 
custemed zeal, and obtained large sumaiu purchase money fronitho^ who bid for the allotments. 
The means thus aeqoired^ together with grants from the Government, were colleuted and formed 
into a special fund for the constmetioa of public ollices and buildings, for Bombay, The formation 
and management of this fund caused much corresj]Otid6Doe with the Govomment of India; but the 
scheme held good and was duly carried into efiect. Previonsly theoe buildings had been found 
vusDlhibla for the growing needs of u capital city, being enunped in spaoe, badly situated and 
imperfectly ventilQted - they were erected at a time when civilizatiou ms hut little ad\*anoed in the 
setilemonts of the East India Ciloiupany^, aud when nrahitoctuml taste was almost unknown in 
British India. The opportunity was to be taken of giving Bombay a series of etmetures worthy 
of her wealth, hor popidonaness, and her geographical situation. The designs were fo> bo of the 
highest character archifodtunilly : tlierefore arohitecfo were obtamad from England to l^me them 
elaborately ; and due thought was given to artlBtio efieehi The operations were planned 
deliberately and werehegun while Frere was still in Bouihay. Their ootaptetion was arranged 
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hw sBccsssori voi^’ mtioh on the litiefl wliioh lie tad Ifiitl dtum. Tliey mmpriisa the Govern¬ 
ment Secretnrint, the University Libnufj, the <'opToeation Hull, the High Court, the Telegraph 
Depiirtmeot, the P«!t Office, all ill om gTAdil line fiicidg tba OLlier buildings in n simiinr 
style wer^ bn Lit in other piirt-^ of the cit Vi such aiii the £l|ihinstono College, the Viotorm 
iliTseonij the Elpbirstone High School, the Sohool of Art, the Goknldas Hoi^pita]) the Sailor^s 
Homo nod others. Fan dtiee in the world can show'u finer aeries of atmotnros; and those 
who admire the buildmg^ afier the Inp$e of fifteen years from tho IxsgiiiTiiiig of the work, tnay 
well be remiqcied thot it is to Sir liartla Frere that Bombay owes the origination and incept ion 
of this compn.dicn,^ho project* It would ho a mistake to at^ibiite too much to mdividtiai 
Govcmoisj for w'hen work is demanded by the spirit of the age, it wiil be done in some sliapo or 
other, whoever iiiaj' he in power. Bat in justice it mnat bo sald^ that Frere deserves tho lion a 
^hare Jo tba credit of this itndoriakiiig^ and that ’srithout him the work would never have roachtd 
that magjiittide which is now beheld by all English spectator? with n feeling of national pride/* 
In additjon to the groat huOdiega mentioiieid by Sir Richard Temploj wo reatl of improvenienta 
to the CathedinI, new Police Courts in Byctilla and the Fort, the expand[tnro neccssaify’ for 
which was sanctioned by Governinent in of new light-hooses on Kennery and the Prongs; 
of Harbour defenees, biiterLesi nt Oysk'P Rock, Cross I^lfind and middle groand j of a Wellington 
lUcmorial Fountain* and of an European General Hosipital; and many other w'orks of ntilUy and 
ndommen^ “Upwards of a million sterling,” eav's the Builder of 1S66-G7^ “has 

sdreatly been expemled upon the l arioiis works whicli have been undertaken by tliii Govern- 
merit in Boml^ay- and nbout a million and-a-i|uartor Is the estimated cost of completing works 
already in progress. Two miltioDB more will be reqaired. for pTojeete«J work^, including the 
military canicnRient at CoLiba, Mure has been done for the advancement of iinportanl works 
during the present than dqring any previons administration^ The works of progress that rcTDaiii 
yre bluings to Bombay j those tliat have miseatried are landmarks to guide the connng adminis¬ 
tration ; and those that am retarded belong more to the financial jiolicj of tlie Govonitnept oi 
India than to the policy of Sir Barde Frem.” 

T^o retrospect of this important pertod would lie cemplete withoot a roferenoo to the 
change and growth of MunieLpal Goverqmtmt, whicli, while necesaitutcd in tho first instanoe 
by the inareoso of the cih" and of its popnlntjoq, has uniloubtedly contribntod in no small degree 
to a fiirtliet rise in the a ambers of residents, by rendering the island habitable alike by the rich 
and iKJor, Sir Bu/tle From in a s|)«eoh delivered at tho laying of the foundation-stone of tlie 
Elphmisbonc Circle in OctoL.or IS64, remarhoil that “the three great objfjcts, which Lord 
ElphirkHtone ha<I ever kept in ^iew, were firstly the wator-snjjplv of the qity j secondly, the 
officiant drainage of the whole Town and Island j and lastly^ the Reclamatiop of the FlatsT 
fhe first object liad already been brought Eo a. practical issue by the conetruction of the Vehar 
Liiko ; but by the time Sir Bartle Frere took tip the reins of Government, the triumvirate of 
Municipal Ccmmiaaionerfi, whom we have seen appointed by an Act of J85S, had effected little 
or nothing to wants tho eoustlinnmtioq of the two iaUer desiderata^ Jloreover, the admin tstratiou 
of ISoS had not met with the favonr of the pdblic, and was net so constituted os to be able to 
ctfect the nidicul iniproveiiiQutj Iq conservaqcy and conimuiucatioqfi, which wero denmndod by 
the ppirit of those years, “ The groat difficulty/' n-murks the Bomlnjij Bitdder of July 1865, 
against which the old r^ime had to contend, waa the constant oLangea which took jdaca in the 
Board. W e shonld not Jike to say how many [qdividuah^ consbtiog of prhate tntori^ lieutenants 
of Ml# Navy, disappointed Quarter llasters, Assiatnqt Dock Masters, &c., have held office os Com- 
niij^ianors during the last ten years. How such men' — Kloubtless most able men in their own 
particular defiarLmunts—uan lie expected "to understand and au[i«ria tend tlie couservanev of a 
City *?och ns BotnhaVf is to il$ a mystery^ Therefore,: we say that wo heartily welomne aiij'thing 
which is likely to prove a change for the better, although at the some lime it Lf by no means 
certain that the new Art wj II be found com plete in every point/' Ono of the most notable features 
^hereforep of Sir Hartle s adminrstratioa was the abolition of the old trLumvirate, and tho passing 
of Art II of wbepoby the Jostloes for the Town and Island'of Bombay wore created a body 
corporate^ and entire executive power and r'^ponjibility was yetted in a Commis^orief, appointod 


4j Gavemmetit for a Wriii of tlireo A contomporar^' writerp in revjowin^ the ovoali Cua- 

Docted with the naitift of Sir Bartle Frene, raniarkod thiit Tlits Aot at sigbt 

quite nnoono^Ht^lliii with the building or improvomont que^tioiif with which wo now luive to deal. 
Bat when it h reiiietiiheroJ that the largo rovenaoe of the Miinicip;ility will oomu in |iart to bo 
ox[io]]de<l on works of public utility in ooming yenr^j and lliat thu Mnuidpal orodit will Ijo [d^ged 
(or Ottrr^'ing oat vast niitl oo^tly imdortnkiqgrij our reailor^ will eoufosa tluLt ja tlio paiuiug of tbo 
Miiniei|PD.1 act a rich voia of progrefi^ and dovoiopinaat Inii been stiiick, whtoli will yet in point 
of nuigDitado of opomtion imd success distance evou tbe efiorts of Govenmiont mid of public 
oompanieB, We hear the first notes of action in the two appeals whjeh are new before GoTem- 
menf; one for a conces^ieii of the waste land, known as “The Flnisj^' mteiidod forhonso 
acoomrnodatiod for the city« the clhor for the Bay sitOi iateiideJ, for the Construction 

of docks. There inuy be delay in ssLUCtioumg thejio mea^ures^ but the fortner must bo 
sanctioned * and the latter may be^ although- we muck questlop its necot^ity^ The flats tie 
uu occupied j becaosi^ Oov-ernmenl are unable to ntlllze IheDik w^bilc Bom bay <^ls aloud for 
fiouse-rooiti. So far, thererorej the Jlunicifial Act will giYo a stmiulus, if not to enterprise 
in '1 speculative at least to truo progress * and for this we owe our gratitude to 

Hir Barile Freic, Hod the Municipal power beeu organised and brought into play, before 
Sombay wasted her money in bubble eompaulosp many of tlie concessions of GoTerament 
wonld have bsen tumeil away from greedy promoters. Sir Bartio Fjpere was able to distinguish 
the true policy of progress In works of utility; but his HKeelleucy's perceptions tflune too late 
lo l>e of any use to Bombaj during a severe monetary crisis,^' 

Ere we proceeil to d^ttails of the improvements effected by the Mnnlcijicdity of Id65* it 
should bo noted that the new system w:is nmrred by one flaw,, whieb eventtmlly tod la the closing 
year of the period under review^ to its diyconlinuntion, and to the |>a3eing of a new Muiilci^sLl 
Bill. Munioipal Admiuistnitiou, os bas lieen remarkedj w^4S conducted by el Commisaioner and 
the Bonob of Justices : but tho powers of the Commisslcuier were j*® ostensivo that he was praeti- 
oally iiTPsponaible * andj in an age so fertile of great and oosUy^ works, ho was open to a 
iomptatioii to spend the lacuey -of the ratepayers in a far too bvish maimer* Had there only 
o:!£istod some ooustitntioiial olieuk upon hrs powders and Inolinatloni, the Municipal system of 
ISG5 might have lasted beyond IST:^. Bui^ Ets ihu a^t contemplated no such cheeky costly works 
wore sat an foot, necessitating tbe disbursement of such inimouse snms^ that something akin to a 
papular revolution took place in 1871, and Government felt itself compelled to create a new 
Mutiieipalitj, in which the ratepyors themst?lvps should, by their reprosontatives, bav^ an mitbo- 
rhfltive voice. *^Tho firet roal ei&pcrimont, for afl such It has always been regarded, in Monios- 
pa] GuTernment in India was made by the Mtmioipnl Bill which passed the Legislative Council 
of Bombay, and roceiv&J the ^^^otion of the Govonunent of ludb in 1872*” Tho first Municipal 
election were held In the month of J uJy 1878 i and there came into 03 e btcnco from that date a 
^[nnicipal Corpomtion, coofistiug of 64 persons, all of thocn mtepsyers resident in Uie City of 
Bombay, of whom 16 w'ere nominated by Government, 16 were olcctod by the Justices of the 
Peace resident in the island^ and d2 weno dcctod by the ratopajeri* 

Short as was tlie period, during which the Municipal constitution of 1865 lasted, consider- 
Etble progress was made in senllation and commoniimtious. An efiieiont Health Depajtiiient was 
organised, end came into oslstetiooon November l^t* 1865, which nt once directed inattention 
to drainagCp to the condition of bnrud grounds and to tlie [ire^noe of dangerous and offenfiiihe 
tmdea* Tbua in the Municipal reporta of the period|. ono reads of fhe old Horticultunil Sociely's 
Garden at Sewri being taken in exchange for other oniJylng plots of Government Lud in 1866, 
and handc<] Over as a CbristcEm Cemetery to the Senior Chapkiln tn 1808 1 of a new cemeten' for 
native Chrietiatia and Portngnesa being opened at Dhaiavi in 1869 j and of the following grave¬ 
yards, which woro a source of dmiger to the public healthy Leiug permanently closed in the same 
year :-^Church Street* Ma^gon j Lawreuco de Lima Street; Armeuian and Homan Oatholb 
gravo-yarJs at Mongalwodi * Protestant grave-yards m Qlrganm, Si Ttiomas'' Cathedt^h and 
Grant Hoail; and Homan QbthoKc grounds in Upper and Lower Mahim* Tlie old 
burial ground at Oobba was finally ciceed in 1870; while in 1871 the Mahommedon 
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at Hood was enclosed by & yabgtaniiflil waU^ and a new burml gfoniid fof 

c&rbiEq clashes of Hiqdos was opened at tlio janction of the Haines and WorlL Roads* 
The closure of of thaso groondd wa^ necci^sitiitod by tha o^ce^va oTerorowdingT whiob 
bad tnkezi place in thenu liogardin^ those trader, which caused danger or offence to 
the public^ he ivlso defdres infoifmatiou may well consult the Slnuicipal Health Reports oF 186fi 
and 1067 ^ whence it will appear that till tanners were toraovetl m those years from the preoiacts 
of the native town » and settled to a large exteot in Bundom or I^fahlm ; that catgnt-niakers 
viore drh'Oq to ^Vorli, fat-boilers to Naigaum and die Sewri Croffi Road; that the indigo-dyera- 
of SujJciTibagh Lq Pfirel Were removed» a.s ul^o salt-fish-stone dealers from Mandvi-Kolivodi to 
the village of Sewii. 

The diTunage question had for many 3 'earfi tronbled the minds of those rosponsildo for tbo 
elfnie of the island. As early as IB^A, joiiriiidi>ini broke into a pjoan of pniba over the 
pro^t^ot of ?iiob a reform, declaring that Bombay is to be dniincd at that the Mqni^ 

oifia] CommissionOTS have taken steps for breaking ground at once in the Fort j and in a fort¬ 
night Or sOj we may expect to soe the beginning of the greatest santtuiy reform , that can possibly 
be in trod need j applied to Bombay* ” The imfortnnate triumvirate was unequal to the task* 
Thaagb the work wa^ oomaienc^Ml in HU, the feebleness of the old CwniniBsion militated 
against a sntisfaetorj ismie thereof; and in the meaiilime, the public hod disooverad that the 
most vita] point connected with thorough dramnge—namely^ the loimtioii of the sewage outfall— 
was still undwided* The imprianoo of deeidbig this question wng put forward in 18C5 by a 
i^ial conimittoe, appointed to deal with the drainage of the flitj* After the Municipality ot 
1885 had been constituted, distinct improvement ^vaamodc; so that by 1870 the Municipal 
Oomiuissionercould ti^thfuUy rooon! that ‘“the new Viewer in Portuguese Church Street has 
reformod s most honibJo aeighbourhood, and enabled to dmm nn cart—Anant Rooshia^s 

^rt-Icrgadagnioeto BomUy”; and that the sewering of Kamathipuni aiid iwt of the 
Fort iivas completed^ 

Cioselj couQ^ted trith tbs tjn^aiion of public beukh was the con,d]tiun of the public 
markets and danghtcr-houscs j and it was not long before the MnnieipiJ OonmiHsioaer tnmoJ Lia 
mind towanjB their itnpraTemont. In 1867 the NdJ Market nnd the Bandom Sbughter- 

otises opened, * in 1868 a now market was built at Bhnleahwar, and private markets were 
openod m p^boife All Janjitar Street, Rumpart Howland Tank Bander, the total numiitT of 
pnblio mafkota in that year being 3, aod of prirata markets 17, eioloaiva of those under 
constmotion. Finally ia 186&, wore complotwi the Arthur Crawford Markets, ** tho mblest and 
TDO^ use a of all the pablio improveEuenta oxeented in Bomhuj^ which form a gnizKl monnniont 
io the energy and administrative caj^itvoftho gentleman wh™ name they Wr, and who 
wns Mumoipal Commialoaer of BombBy from July 1865 till November 1871." 

It were tedious to recount at length all the measures taken by the Mimiolpality to render 
the oity habitablehow oattle-ponmis and fltabloa of approved pattern were built; how the water- 
^ of Vehflr was increased, and the Tnl^i water werka were begtm ■ how oiir present Ova 
and Rotten Row, the pla.mg-grotmdB of the city, were laid oat. But we ttmnot pass onwart 
without recallmg tho lact that the Reobimatioia of the Plats with tewn^sweepings was firat 

suggested during these yeaKjBud that supreme activity was di9,day«a in improving cmnniani- 
entious within the islnnd. The proposal to fill up the flats in the manner abovementtoued mot with 
nonsiderahlo opposition • and us late as 1875 Maclean described the work, then begun, as a measure 
of doubtfal sanitary ndvimtnge. But, in tho words of tho Health Officer of 1874, " it must b 
always remembered that prior te the deposit of tewn-sweopinge on the flute, the locality wnsa 
Ir ™amp. Mid before the garden plots wore cultimtod, there was, m there ia etill 

the filthy drain which gave them tbrir sewage. When te windward of a town there is a putrid 
ealt marah,uudr«ided. ui,eared-for^fl«ded periodlcaily with sewsge.-acbaTnel^hoa*,a common 
depository for dead animals^horribly offensive, unutterably foul, when from north 
to south this area is bisected by the filthy drain, nlready described ; when from east to west 
there rime auotber only less objectionable, because smaller; and when all those conditions have 
remained unabated for thirty joais, it is itrainiug st tho gnat and swallowing the onmol to 
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speak of danger, became with town-swi^opitiga it is i>ropo 3 ed to convert o v&ry limitoJ |>orfcion 
of thia ^raatc into o gutdcn for omnnient nntl nsOj or lieoatisu sewage here raised from an 
0 gating drain and ntilbed/^ Foresight eTentnally triumphed over obfitmctbn ; and tlic measiire, 
which hfld originated between the year* 1865-70^ wnj boing vigonrously carried ont somo years 
after a new and more representative BInnicipalUy had come into existence. 

Improved communications were no le^ arclently desired and constnictiHi than new 
tnarkets or bow drainSp iTlie Bori Bander Koad wm widencsi in iSSiS j the Qqeen^« Road 
along Back Sny was oonfilracted in 1870 On the oconsEon of the Dnko of Edinburgh's 
Tiftitj the IjowfToji Hill Road from Design Koli Street to Maangon wsis ready in 1865; 
the Breach Candy^ Mahslakshtni ansi Tardeo Hoads were widened ami iiriproved in 1867 ; 
■Grant Roa^l was completed in 1873 - Bellasia, Clare^ Falktnnd ami Kamathipnm Foms 
Roads all sprang into axistenco botwoen 1860 and 1868. Finally^ the great Foras Ho^s 
aomss the Fhis-^ibe Arthur, Clerk and BeLisIe Roads—whieh had been cotnmcncoti in 1863, 
worn compktod by the Mimicipiility ip 1867 and 1808, The CamaCj Mosjtd nmi Elphinetono 
ovorbridgea wem in use at the cluso of 1867, the Kennedy Bridge was ceinpleted in 1369. 

The widening of tho Bellasis Road,*" wrote the editor of the SomJfly Builthr in 1888, 
progresaing well, and the Grant and now Foras Roadt are Hhortly to he simihirly troatod^ The 
latter road will ba diverted to the foot of Frero Bridge, so goon as the Gilder Road h 6nkhed» 
Nepean Son and Wiidemess Roads have also been much improveil by widening. AU these 
improvamonts nro very desiiubb indeed, and the publtn didy appreciate thoTn* but w-e would 
mneb prefer to see the money Epetit on ail tho slroel-widening that i$ jKsssiblo in the Native 
Town. Mr. Crawford will be conferring un incaloulabla boon on a large section of tUo Christian 
community, if lie would cftect a wholesale widening of street and lanes about Sonnptir, Trinity 
C^pel Street and lane eadly need widoning, both on aoceunt of the Clinpcl and the worshi|>porii 
that frequent if, as for the largo board ing sebool In oounection there with. Trinity Chapel Street 
and itg continuation, and sill the roads ami ^itreefs running pamllel with [t from Buck Bay, 
would, if widened to 50 or 60 feet, iiierenso the health of tho dblricy tenrfold—rather, we 
should gay, door^w tho iloath'-ralc in that proportion/" 

Enough has, perliaps, been said regarding tho part played by tho )iuiiici[ialLty in tho 
making of new Bombay^ The orectiou of now buildings, the provision of aTclutectural adoni- 
merit ’was lei‘t to Government or >vcaltby citizens« the foundation of the public health and 
conTeuiemce was relegated to tlie Municipality^ and no slronger pfoof of tlie l>encfits which that 
body introduaed can bo oilduced than tho picture dniwn by Dr- Hewlett in 1878, of the condi¬ 
tion of the city prior to 1865, “ Filth was allowed,” so we learn, to accumnlate iu Pathak- 
>vadi, where heops of rubbish had been consolidated to a height of ^ feet above the original roa[b 
Tho city had an unenviable reputatian for unbealthincss. Little was done towanis the 
rcmoml of filth j and if we am to Judge from tho accouriU we Iiave before m of the way in 
which excreta and filth were allowed to nin ovar and soflt into tho ground around the wells, 
the well water, which was the only aouroe of supply for the towQf must have been abominably 
impure. Jn some places in tho town, even in very denfloly-poeplcd parti, wIwto s^vengori had 
been at work in cleaning gutters and gullies, tho filth had boon left by ibem on the rood to 
evaporete to a inoro convanient coasiatoncOp before being carteil away. In the dry and hot 
months, the people were nuablo to dmw water from in.any of tho wells in seasons, when tho 
rainfall bad been less than 70 inokes, but wore compelled to descend into tanks and the Fort 
ditch to scoop up a seml-HquId modi which was tmniforrod to the pitoLcr after bomg passed 
through a piece of dirty olotli. Thousands of perdoni were tliua forced to drink a liquid which 
could only be regarded as sewage.*' Whatever may havo been the shortcomings of the S^Iuni- 
cipikl administration of 186.V72, it, at any mte, rectifiad to a great extent the evLb which had 
arisen during the rule of the so-called Sanitary Dejiartiiient and its Scavenging Contractor. 

The birth of Bombay, os a royab a populotw and a Tjeauliful oitjt is a'Seriliable, nj wo 
bav'o attemptei to show, to the joint labours of Govern me nf, tho Municipality, private firms atiL! 
individual citizens, all c>f whom stTcvo in their sevoml spheres to render a once ** inconsiderable 
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ForE. 

MandTi mul Bynders, 
Bbulesbir&r^ 


ChtELchpokli. 

Wofli 

llabim Wood^ md 


idaticl ” ircrthy both of [x^atoTitj nod of tho loip^™! MoDoichi^ to whoso libeml sway she Wii5 
^nlw proud to gwo her aUegiancOi^ Ero tlio outnheis of the popiilRtion obim oar nttoiitioDj Tet os 
g^D4ice biiaily at the outwoj-d fsatnm of tlie biaudj as described in the pre^ or offiokl records 
of tho day* The Tmts of 18(54 oenhilii^ a paragraph ststiDg that in that year H. E., the Govern- 
nor in CotmeiJ pmsoribed the limiis of Bombay to be The Island of Bomhavj and Colaha and 
OJd lYoniai)'js Island, '* and stilnlivided thorn into the folio wing areas: —^ 

Breacti Candy^ 

MalftbarSJn, 

Kainatbiptira. 

Maaigon 

In tlie year ISG^ (Jio new hiunbipality had, for Uie puquwes of asaeSi^mentp to forma lato 
n fioheme of wards, whiuh are shown in a map accompanying the CommisaioiMr^s report for 
that yetr^ At iha e:xtreino sooth lies the Colaba Wardp oomprhdng Uppor^ Middle and 
SmalJ Colaba” | rnjrtli of it is the Fort WanI (J^o* 2) embracing the Fort proper, tlie 
Esplanade, and Dhobi Tatuo^ North ward again aro the lilandvi (No* 3) and Bhiileshwnr 
(Koi 4} Wards, The fortiier inolnd^ all tlmt area now known as Qjakla and the Market^ 
the lalter embraces a znodorn Phanaswadij and Bhnleshwar proper* Beyond Mand?! liea 
the Ooinorkhadi Ward {No* 5), oomprisLbg fehe madem Dongri and Ooinorkhadi proper* 
Qirgamn ^Vard (Ko. G) and Kamalhipnra Ward (Ko, 7) adjoin Bhnlosh’darj and incinde the 
furtuflr Chowpatty and Kliotvmdi, the latter £laniuthip[|ni> Kmnhhanv'ada and Kbani Talao j 
though these tnoJem sectiotud names do not figafe in the map* Bortion^ of oar modoni Byculla 
district are also iauloded in the Kamathipum ^Vard* Malabar Hill Ward (No^ 8) is comp<^od 
of tho moderu WaJkeshni'ar and Mahidaksbmi seotiona ; Mazagon Ward {No. 9), oa the other 
side of the island, embraces Mazt^gon proper and Tarwudi, The tenth and last Ward is called 
“Mahim and Parel,” and oompmos Itlnliim, Fare], Sewrl, Sion and Worli * or rather the area 
which these modem sect ions now occtipy* By 1872, a further re-distrihution of areas had 
lioen found ncceffiary j and we Sad an A Diriaion made up of Colaha, the Fort and Esplanade ; 
B DiTisioa oomprislDg Market j Alandvij Oonierkhafli and Dongri ; C Divigion including 

Ohohi TnlflOj Phanus^Ttdi^ Bbuio&hwafi Kbara Talao, Kuinbliarwada, Girgamn and Khetwadi; 
D Di^idon made up of Chowpaltyj Wulkoshwar, and Mahalakslimi ; B Division comprising 
Mazngon, Tarwadi, Kumathipitra, Parol and Sown ; and lastly an F Division composed of Sioni 
and WorlL Tliose changes in the notnenoIaLtire of localities tostity as strongly as ctber 
facts to tho great expaiv^on of the tawn and tho largo area built over daring these yetirs* Thu 
journals published between J861 and 1872 from time to time refer to the want of a Building Aot| 
to the necessity of ** regulating tho consLmetien of the numerous hoo^s constantly sprioging ap 
In and about the CSty*” So immense the influx of people, attracted hither by the prospect 
of employment on great public works or by the hope of gain, that house-room couhl not lie 
provided sufficiently quickly for all ohi^^. The Bmlder of September 1866 speaks 

of coolies and other workmen finding the greatest diffiouliy in honsing themselves oven in 
the moat miserable and unwholesome ledgingi, Let any one,” adds the paper, ^^vLdt 
the purlieuH of the BycuiJa Tnnks, and examino for himself llie wretched rows of oadum 
huts occupied by human beingSp but only raised by a few mrftos aliovfl the fetid mod of the 
fleUa j and he will no longer bo astonished to hmt Biat two ont of three coolios that como to 
Bombay for employment do not rotu m to thoir homos, but aro carried ofi' by fever or other 
diseases. When the Railways are open through to Calcutta and Mailras, Bombay will become 
in a groat meamre the port of India, oammorcial tran^cdons will greatly extend, and mom room 
for dwellings will he imperatively rftiuired,'* In 1872, tho of now honsehaccommodation 
was of the highest argeuoy, I wish to bring to notice, " wrote the Health Officer to the 
MuDiQlpat Gommiaaionor, “ tlia do^imbili^ of enacting artiflana* nod labourers* dwellings. It is 
extremely difficult for European meohanica and othors to got respoetable lodginga at a reoson- 
aUo rate j and the filthy dens in which tlia Uhoaring dasses of the city live aro among the chief 
enusas cf the very high death-rate*” The iaknd was, in truth, wholly impmparod for the 
saddon mcroaaeof popnMcnr oeonsioncd by tho stirring cireamstmice^ of 1861 to 1872 - as 
much room as posihlo was provided by the building of new houses, and by the erection of fiosb 
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etor^ys Upon oW buildinga^ iivLioli w^m totally ucfit to bear tihoir woigliti; but by so doings thoio 
oonditiotij of Kfo in tlie oity ware iutrodiicadt which have ramainad an unaolrcd problem to the 
pi:esont day. Great wore the benefits vrhich the porled nndar wii'iow latroducod^ one can 
ne%'ar forget that therein wore sown the seecis of ill-health and overorowdingj which havs 
obtruded tbeuisolves 60 pc^r^ktently upon later govommenta and ruuixioipgilitiee^ Maclean give$ 
a ganorel and very ploa^nt sketch of the as it ap|ioared about the year 187i- He speaks 
of the splendid buildings^ the streets fnU of shop^f ** the protty mosque in Parol Road/* the 
doth-market, the Morwadia’ bazaar with ita Iiandsomer style of bouses^ the Dcmimulated ricbefi 
of Kalbadovi Ftood and Sheikh lileinon Street, the pillars and quaint ovor-hanging verandahs 
of the lofty Lousfle near the Mnnihaiiovi Tank, tbo wnrr<?ns of Dhobi Talao, the ceooh-building 
• factories of the hlamtha quarter, the nctmerous and comfortable dweilings on Mokliar Hilh aud 
the '^glortouii panorama of water, wood, hills, ihipping^ and tlie stately eilifioei^ of a great 
oity/^ which strike the eye from the summit of the Bidge, And it was undonbtodly tho tnitii 
that ho spoke ; for tie oi^ had become in His day both boaudful and rich* But a clearer idea 
of the conditions of that period will be gamed by observing also the dark shadow'^ which lie in 
the back^grotiDd of tho canvass. There wsia a thiokly crowdotl and insanitary village of 
Hamalwadi ** in Loiver Colaba j a high death-rate in the Market Seotloji| ari^g from *“* the 
condiilou of the indlvidtiat lioosos in that locality,” ** Land in tho Alandvi Section/’ wToto the 
Afunicipal Health Officer iu 1872, is ^ valuablej that ibe houses art' built very high, the 
gtroots are narrow and the people overerowded | while the imporfoct drains in tho sootiou are, 
from being carelesii^ly constructed, often chokod.” Chakk was no better - was full of dark and 
ill-ventilated milcb-cuitlo stables. Kowroji H til bud already hocn ruined by it$ owneri who 
lets out plofs of land to persons to build aa they pleoso, wltboot any definite plan to ensure 
breadth of streots amt ventiintion of houses.’^ In the heuit of Dhobi Taiuo wan tho dirty 
irregular labyrinth of Cavol, Yehiclft* can onl}- a very abort distance into it; and one of tlie 
principal thoroughfares thither is tlirougii a iiquor-sbop in Girgautu Road» ” Faiuiaw^adl was 
boneycomljed with sewers. Bhuleshvar contained the indeeerihably filthy quarter of the milk- 
sellers,’* known os ^Gogari* j w'Mle Kmnbliarwada ranked as **a shamefully neglected district, 
where tho inhabitants sleep iu an atinosphefe tainted with ^ulphumted hydiogou. The people are 
generally poor, and the heme-owiiers portion off the floors of their houses into as many rooms as 
possible.** Kbotwadi, onoe the “ Pkoe of FiobU/* was being mpidly covered with houses, 
notwithstanding tliat daring the niDia soon the storm-water from the Falkland Head mn in-drain 
was ponded up in the Khetwatli Back Road to a depth of three or four feetp Chowpatty and 
Girgaqm were full of ocss-pools j the state of Mahdiar HiJl wus such as to ennse grave anxiety to 
the guardians of tho public health. ** It is oMefly occupied by Enropoan residents, who do not^ 
03 a rule, take any trouble regarding the sanitary condition of their compounds; the cousequoaco 
being that the senants allow their friends and relatives to come and overcrowd the servants* 
quarters, and tharebj increase tho ohance of ill-heulEb*** Turdoo was Ijeginnlag to attrud so 
many people to its milLi, that u properly laid out village for miU-cmpIoySs appeared doeirabte- 
Kliara Talao possessed many houses in which it was essential to carry a light by day j “ the villngOB 
of Sindulpailaf Agrlpaila and Jubipada’’ were well nigh nntmvcTSablo, o^ing to the presence of 
an open dralu; the thickly populated I'iUnges and liamlets of Parol were wholly unclrained, T!ie 
condition of Slazagon and Sewri was more satisfactory. The former, however, yet lacked a roi'id 
aorm^^ the waste ground reclaimed by the Elphiustoue Company, which saopuroted it from the 
Fort on one aide and the native town on another. The foreshore of Sewri had been vastly 
Improved by the Frere reclamation^ but the section was, handicapped from a amitary point of 
view by the detached bairiletii of Oborupdev and Jackoria Bunder, in which dwelt tl^ labonrors 
and quarry-nion of lliat epooh. Mahiin was, as it still is^ covered with iliict uocoa-nnt 
plantations, and formed an agreeable resort during the morning or evening hours. 

Such were the conditions of our city, as diselc»ed by the deopor enquiriee of a departmeut 
of public health. Beantifnl wore her public buildings, great was the increase of her commoroe, 
hnga wEk® her population, by the year 1 @72; and yet she was suffering from evils, of which, as 
Dr, Leith wrote, tho uiost prominont and at tho same time tho most open to immediate remedy 
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Tins piBit While, therefore, we jastly attribi^te to tJii& porioct the genesis of o press* 

peroitB flijiJ royjt] city, we should not forget that it nlso h reeponeitle for the birili of tbe^ 
tronbieSy which have exeroif^d the mind of tho public for so many years, and Imvo finally 
necessitated the creatlan in our own day of a special Boards charged v,iih the relief of oveT^ 
crowding and the sanitary regeiioratioii of the islands 

Wo pass on to the details of the popolation diiring the yeeirs 18SS to 187^^^ At the close 
of the previous period, the inbabftant^ of the island^ as we have seen, omabered 23fi,tK)0j or prob¬ 
ably n little more. Ten years later the benefits of pooce, the growth of ooifiniarco, and im^ 
provement of com mnniositions had raised the total to 56(1,119« Snob is tho figure reoopded 
against that year in Murmy’^s Handbook of India, Part IT, which distribates the tc^l ns fol* 
lows among the various oommaniii^ resident within the island:^ 


Jams, Lkigayats or Buddbioti 


■ 1 . 



kwm l-hB 

i,9oa 

Brahtami 





■ *ifa ■■■ 

6,030 

HinduB of elhcr costei 






aev),595 

Mabommedans *„ 


wm* 




iS4,ns 

Partia(ovet*nted) 



*wm 

... 

... 

U4,C98 

Jews 

.»■ 




-M 

1,132 

Xativc Christians 





+*i .■« 


Endo-Britoiut 


tkm 




1^ 

Indo-ForLogiieM *** 


■IP 



... 

6,417 

Pure Entcpesna finctudipg Holdiers ) 



11 p 

... 


8idi, Kegfo*A£ticana **, 

I.. 

■ hr 



h.. ...^ 

889 

Other outes 


■■P 

... 


Total 

7,118 

666.119 


Sir Badle Frert, who recognbod that no attempt at sanitary improvement can Id 
bo initiated, without fii^ obtaining $oniD tolerably accurate estimate of populaliop^ decidod 
to have a censuif taken m the year 18 G4, The ^opposition to the monsurei mouifesied hy 
the Homo Oovemiuent, has become a matter of history * but the Governur was poiHuaded 
of its ntilityj and ontrustel the task to the then HoaUb OfBoer, Dr* Leith. As woe 
Only natural, a veiy coDsiderable increo.^ of population was recorded; for swurms of nd* " 
ventmors from all parts of India and from abroad bad been attracted to the city by the 
speedative enterprise which market! thosoa^n ofunasamplcd prosperity enjoyed hy Bom lay 
during the Americao ar j and vast numbers of labourers and artisans hod flocked from 
the mofuKil m donseqaence of the demaiid for, and the high prices of, labour.” The 
figure recorded was 816^62, out of which 783,980 represeuted tlje city population, and 
32,582 the "harbouj popuktion/* “JTo sehemo, ” remarked Dr, Hewlett in his report of 
I872p * was too graud for the promoters of Compantce in those thy^ and labour of ail 
kbids Vi-as m great request. The city was litemlly craomied with menp women and childmHp 
for whom tbero was not suffioiont hfiuge^oommodation j and tlie eousequent overcrowding 
of a great part of the people was oicessive-” The total unmbar of occupied houses wub 
stated to be 25,1}d4 for the whole iBland j and in the Market^ Bongri, Dhobi Talao und 
Oirganm sections^ the number of families to a two-storeyed lionse, avemged from 3*71 
to 9-42 I while the number of parsons to each honse ranged from 39 to 83, Tho following 
instance of overcrowding was witnessed by Dr. Leith, at the time the ccusna was taken 
“ In a bnep 9 feet wide, the houses on each aide wore of two or of three floors, and the various 
rooms were denseiy peopled, and the floors of the verondAhs were fully ooonpied, while to 
eke out the aceommodatlon in some of the verandahs there were charpoys or oots slung up 
and screened with old maLtmg, to form n seoond tier of sleeping-places for labourers, who 
were oniployod in the day-time at the Hailway TenniniH and elsewhere.^ Such was 1864 
in the city. But fortunately for the well-heing of the community, these oonditionf did not 
asL After tho financial crash ocourredt aod company after company collapsed, ^the 
labonrem who iiail been engaged in reclamationi and other works were discharged, and 
Gading na further employment in Bombay, returnwl to thoir vflbges In the Uiteriorp” 
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Bj th^ y4)ar 1872| **\i had eviduot ii$ dm cc-'n^aa of that dciie 

Tomiirkedp espwialtj to tbooe vvho^ Eivoomliona ondled tliom into tlio kbooi: qufirt^ra 

of the town^ tliat n doorwiso in popnlatioii bad taken plnoe, niid tliat the figurtjsT as fllvown 
i n tho OotL^tis lie part of 1^64, no longor gave a trusti^otthy app rosimi^tion to tbo num- 
bora of the znhabitanW’ In coQMqiinuoi'' Mie census of 1^72 Avna tmdeztakoni at tbo 
instance and under dm guidance of ilie MimioEp:^] (Jonimi^ioiiur^ and Tesoltcd in tbo 
enumpnitfon of a papnlatiou of &44,405* Msiolean, coroinoiiting upon the nastdtj Toniarks 
that tlio dispruportion between the snsei b eEtnu^idlnary, there being SSt^TKi malea tb 
foraultfcs; and it bjiartiy attributed, with good imsan» lo the thot that the oensila 
was tatcen in the wintor months of the ^ when tlio fixed popidation h atiuunlly mnoh 

augmented by an lufiox of modi who came from tlieir villages for the pur|i^es of trade 
and iu seamb of semoo, and who do not bring their wives and families with cbeai, The 
Soortees and Indo-Portuguose, too, from among whom the olass of domestb ser^'ants is cliiefly 
reomitedt hardly ever have tliolr wives wbh them/’ 


Xowhore else probably in the worLlj not even ia Alexandrin, arc so many and such 
itrikiiig varietiofl of nicej nationality, and religiou reproeoTited as in Bombay, Not only k tbare 
great diversity of typ& among the HiikIooSt the BaniBn of Gujarat differing as widely in appear- 
dtica and manners from ttio Mamtha of the Decoanj as the En^ialiman diffem from the Italian ^ 
not only do the ilabuinmedans include, brides Indian Musalmans^miiny Afghans^ FersianSi Arah^ 
Turks, Mala}*s and Ahjssinians ; not only ato cnlonirs of Jews and Armenians to be found 
among ihb motley papnlatiDii j hot the city k th^ hend'^quartors of the thriving and prolific race 
of Farsii^ and coutahIS many thousand Indo-Portuguesie inhabiiauts. To crown aOj there are 
the European inhabitants, engaged either b tlie service of Government^ or in professional 
or mercftntilo pnraofe—a of the common ity not ^^trong inmnnbof^ hnt ™pr9ino in 


and social power*^ 
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This motley of tnl>eB, castes and races wa=^ housed in dwellings Notwithshintling 

the fact that the nnmber of houses m the Island had increased since 1864 4,027, and that the 

population had decreiised by 172,iri7jOvercrowiling wHf BtLU escesslve^ and moved Dr, Hewlett to 
remark that “ what W been said of Scotland may with equal truth he applied to Bombay, that 
families in^e^id of Iiviug on the earth m tho puro air with the sky over thefr dwellingH, in many 
iiiBtaoces prefer lying f^tratum over Btratiim in fiats Qf^nlng into n common ^itaircose, a ^con* 
tiniiation of the street,^ m it has l^een enlledT which receives the orgnaiaemanations of the families 
on each floor/' 

It knot a pteasant piofcure, this, of the conditions of lifii in the city of 1872: hut^ 
fortunately, the evils which resulted from the frenzied progress ot the penod ware coonterbalauced 
by tliD good which acerued therefrom ; and in tho years tliat followed^ increased science 
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in aanitiitianj combiDfld with a Um desire for the common good, assieted in minimising tlio 
dangeni which attended the elevation of Boinbay to that pinnnoJe of grealnes?, upon which 
«he is now proudly rented. 

In taking Jeave of this most important portion of BoiiibaY hisdoryj we would totieh 
ujjon three ffttrts of general intemst, which testify, each in its own waj^ to the chcmge wliieh 
came over the ielimd during these years, we noto e considerable growth of 

handiorafts t there nre silk-Loomu near the Babula Tank^ and in the Joit Hoad^ whicli produce 
mauya i&rij cAo/ij po^/cidi Or waistcoat; gold add siiver tbrenwl h uiantifactuned nnd need 
for embroidery id two or throe tocaUtief^ ; a poor quality of packing p^pBr h pre|wijre() from 
Bbres I while lery good boeie and shoos, aaddles, hags, &c*, nre tuade in the Euro[^n faaluan 
by native workmen under European snpeniiiendence/’ The preoious metala are fused and beaten 
into omainents by over 2,0UO goldsinitlis, **wbo Hnd constant and lucrative cnipIovtijeDt 
300 jewellers cater to the publlu demand for pear la, diinionds eiiid emeralds ; carved black- 
wood famiture haa became celebrated; I^ladras workmen have journeyed hither, and supply 
^ a moot attmtive reed-mntiiug,’^ which seems likely to supersede the Chlua mattings hitherto 
in vogue; copper cooking |)ots and other utenBiIs of universal use are supplied by hundreds 
in the Copper Bazaar, opjjosite the MuinbadeH Tank, ** the busiest and noisiest street in the 
native town/' The supply of carrirtges, inferior in elcgancef indeeiti to the heat vehicles 
from Bong Acre, but of :sabdhLutia] and good wqrkniHn^rhip " kCiq>s muny a man employed ;; 
tbo Bycnlla and Parol Railway workshops maoufaoture all kinds of rolling etock, except 
engines ; great progre^ has boon made m the iron indtiatry, go that, ^ with the Important 
exception of machiuory, there is hardly any dcsoripilou of iron work which cannot be mano- 
Botured in Bombay*” Even ivory and tandidwotsd carving, atid the rnpnutacturo of torioise- 
shell annlels for wemon, can bo seen in prece^ of completion amid the dark by-ways and cross- 
lanes of the native town* The industrial importauoc cf the island hud fully kept pace with 
architeotural embollEshmeut and with its physical expansion. 

Sicoiidl^^ nol;os a grevrlng tendepoj to travel on tho pirt of the native populalion, 
a toiidoucj which aroriC, perhaps, naturally frem impm^'Ornant of ccininnnicntioiiB between 
Englaiid, India and Chinn. There wm ^ the editor of tlie Bindti IIuH^in^er ^ who sailed for 
England in 1654 ; a ^agar Brahmin in I6bD, who desired to study the English educational 
system ; and two gouliomen of the Bania community, who left Indb in 1666 to found a 
6rm iu England, To China there sallod memberi of the Khoja, Murwndh and Borah 
communities, whose names it is perhaps unnoeessary to repoai* In most cas«! ihese 
adienturouj spirits retnmed ofbar a short time ; but the fact that they essayed ihe dangers of 
the deep, with the full eonviotica, in some coses, that they would be outensied by their spirltuai 
leaders or seems to us proof of the fimt that the wealthier ]Kirticn cf the native community 
was liecoraing imbuied with the spirit of progrofi^. which anmiatorl its English rulom. 

TXnni/y, wo remark in the year 1362, an event, which the contemporary press 
ohara^rlsed oe a ''Triumph over Public Immomlitythe Maharajja Libel (W. Luo 
the history of the VallabacharyaSp into the iaio of credulity and cormptionj^ ll<]tei]^ and 
dcgr^atiou, elicited by croas^xamlnation, it is not our pur[>o^ to enter * nor is thefo 
oooaiion to trace the gmdual convor^ion of the lugh-tcued mysticism of the early Hindu religion 
Into a debasing and onthropemurphic saperetition. The real importance of the tase is shade wf^l 
forth ill the oouclqdmg portion cf the judgment delivered hy Sir Joseph Amotild. *"Thia trialp 
reinarkwl the leai^ed judge, bos been spoken of as Iiaving involved a great waste of the public 
time. I eanuct quite mgree with tlial opinion. No doubt much lime has been spent in hearing this 
«nse, hut I would fab hope h hag not hwn all time wasted. It seems impossible that this matter 
thodJ have beea disoui^ thus openly before a j^pulaiion so btelligent as that of the natives 
0 ndia, without producing ite results. It haa prolahly taught some to tldnk j it moat 

many to enquire. It is not a qiiosdon of theology that lias been before us I it is a 

Th. priooipk tec .hkh tb. 4rfe„J„, „;i„es«s Wo b.«. 

«»wa,oi5 „„„plj i, ^ tWlogi^llj right- to ^vb.,l 
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pmc^co? which sap th& very fomidiitions of tdoralitj* whidk involve a viobtion of the eternal 
tind itdmntahlo Ibwis of Right^—aro eatablished in the nrtiue mid ander the Aonclim) of Religfori, 
they onght} for the oommon welfare of ^iety, and sn tbe intep(?at of humanity iisolfp to bo 
pnblioly denoimced and o^po$ed. They have denoimood^—-they have eipo 5 «J thenu At a riefc 
and at a ooet which we cannot adetj uaicly meiMiire^ these men have waged iktermined Ijottle 
against a foul and powerfoi delo^Ioa^ They have dared to look oustoin and error boldly in the 
facOp and proclaim before the world of their vatarie.-ii that Uieir evil ia not goodt that their lie is 
not the trntli^ In thus doing, they have done bravely and woU, It may he allowable to e:£[)reie 
* hope that what the}' have done will not have been in vainp that the see*! Uioy liave sewn will 
hear its frwih tbat their eonmge and consistency will he rewanled by a steady increase in the 
namher of those^ y\\iom their words and their example liave C|uiahenod into thought, and 
animated to resistanoe^ wdiose homes they have helped to olcanse from Inatlisome lewilnesit amt 
w'hose Boats they have set free from a debasing boiislage^^* Tlie pnhlic oonsgicnee bad iniieed 
bwn stirred to its very depths j the native oemniunity of TTestem India were beginning todisoem 
the truth of the maxim, which Oarlyle openly preached, that * A lie oannot live' j and to n?ali8o 
tliat both for the individaa] and the com tn unity it is well to have no fellowship with the un¬ 
fruitful work^ of darknp^,*^ 

It h time to close the narrative of the»e yonrSp Wo leave Bombay in Imppiefft plightp 
looking out hopefully upon the future. Cornmerciol stability bns net suffereil from the delirium 
of the early sixties; the advoacement of the Railway system bids fair to render her the outlet 
forilie exports of the larger part of Hindustan* her magnificent and capacious kirbour !uis 
not been sensibly injured for the lost two hundred y^ofa, either hy the forces of nattiro 
Of hy the hand of man, while it Lns been explored and deBned with greatest aactiracy« The 
bunders and places for the loading or storage of merehandtse are extending j rmd that 
so carefully I that there j$ little danger of the onohorage being impaired^ os happened in 
Fhccnician land rechimatfons at Tyre and Sidon. Tiio oity, though huge, is not, on tlie whole* 
nnhealthy ■ its water-supply is assured - Bdentife ondoaTours to facilitate Its drainage* under 
the auspices of a Government representtog the spirit of the times, proniiso great sanitary 
improvemonL Arcbitecture, as au art, lias mitde its appearance * streets and dwellings are being 
iHtnuinotod with gas, Finnlly, the aharacler of the island Itas changed s the Company has 
{lossed away, iis life-work ended : and Botubaj ifi now one of the strongi^t outposts of a wide 
empire, the devoted adherent of a ^ Queen of Isles ” who “atretehes forth. in her right hand 
the sceptre of the boo* and in her left the balance of the earih*” 


k 
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Perioh the Xustil—1672 to 1861. 

Ttie nine V L«4T3 tliat betiv'eetn itie UnteTi of Dr, IlewlaU’s enumenitiQU, und tbat 

catrJ^l out by Surgoan-Lieuteiiant-Colonel Wair, wore ctii'kntGtori$ed by quiot jinti ^eady 
They n no siid<loii ond iin]ianilloled ococss of wenlth^ no eitrnofdinary iofliis 

ol ]io|>iibtion> suck lu romkrad a [iroTioiiii peri«Kl zomarkablG ; but mther 4 gnijiuj growtli in 
the nuEoWr of inbrkbttfuits^ occasioRi'ii by ndvunce of trade, growlli of poblio works* and the 
narenutting utLeiitioii paid to the goneml oon von knee atid coEtifort of the «:otimtiitiitv» 

Before ellorliiig to the iinprovement^ f^errlod out in these years^ one uotoworthy elinnge 
in the status of our city and L^hind desem es inentiDn, In 1877 lier [ate Majessty the Queen of 
Cereal Britain and Ireland was declarod EmpreAi! of India and Bombay, whioh in 1858 had 
beoome a Etoyal City, ranked from that dnj forth ns an In]|>erial posi$eesioiu Mahommednn 
rnlers of Gujamt had yielded her to the PorEngiiesf* in 15i^4| llie Tatter liad been sucoewlod by 
the repnKJBntativos of the l^rillsh Crown in Ifibi ^atsd scvtii veiirs later the mcrohants of Ijondon 
had gaineil her as their owji^ But destiny trilled tliat her statas should inqrfiafiej uvan oft b*}r 
Wealth niid |H9piilation e^pflTide<l; thiit to her sooial atid eotnnioToial itii|iott(Lnoe sboold bo ndd^ 
thf? preatigK*, whiah Uiclu^iiDii in n worlJ-wiJo t^nipire om nlono aflbriK Long niny sbo hold hef 
[jTOtul po-sition, niiodfbl evsf of tbo ilntios w'binb hor imporifll ohArnct6r imposoii I 

Tho inon^ase of popiiiuttou, loccniod tn 1882^ whb [lariLiliy asanrod by tbo coatinueil 
tiupravenioui of ooniTnanlaitioiis. Tlio Grant lihlini] PoniiisolA and tho Bombay, Biiroda & 
Contra] India Huilwaja tbnaw out fresh Hnkod tboni^lves with othor nnd nir>rft nsmote 

mii-ronds, onttl tho ialand bocanift tlip oantml iermiuua of n sorieB of nrteriiJ railwnys^ radiating in 
tnriotij direotions across thocontiiient of India. Camiiianication by son booatno yot more regolar; 
its odyantAgfts uwnilirtd more calebrily atnoiig the dwellers in tlio ooast-hainlela : news of 
the eiiy.andoftheiiiBansofUToUliood whtoli it afforded, was thereby spread further oMd. 
One of the most curious features of tile ceDSOS of ly»i vras the rapid rise of the foiiiala 
popolation of tha pity. The immigration, to which a total incrensB of 138,791 wna obiefiy 
dne, wfli « not solely an adult timlo immigration.” Tlie wtimen had been tempted by easy and 
rapid coimnunications, bath by land and sen, to nocompatiy tbotr men hind from the plains 
oi'tbe Decemn, fmm Cuteh and from the .dlkges that lay along the coast. In [jrmious years, 
the men Imd rallied forth alone, tad dared not risk the peace, perhaps the live*, of their'wiyes 
and children in a jonrney to the nnknown city ; bet by 1881, the stoam-bMit nud «the fire- 
ooTibge ” had done their work; and the women of the Deooan, Konkim stid Gu>rat \mA 
come to shore their masters' fortunes in the factory and tho docks, 

Trmle iuereawd steadily clmdng these years, Kcr tho three years, 1870 to 1072, 
Bombay os[wrts uvoraged 24 erores, her imports 12 crores ; between 1800 and 1002 they 
respectively aycraged 27 orores and 17 erores. Her esporti of wheat rose from a triennial 
average of 150 tons in 1070-72 to 231,402 tons in 1000-82 ; of linseed from 4,766 tons to 
70,605 t.ms ; of miieseed from 1,416 tons to 19,781 tens ; and of giiigeliy from 685 tons to 
’37,433 tons. And over as her trade increased, there were now deniamls for Jaloiir, new 
opportunities for the up-country villager to earn a livelihood. Hence arose the s[»etaule of 
a Mr^rat ha popukiion enormously OS pa ndeil since 1072, mid forming 22*06 per cent, of the 
total population; for “ whether in tho prolonged labour of the facton', or in the severe toil 
of the dock, tho frugal and brave-heartofl Marsithu is lire chief toiler.” To the increase 
of commerce the Mnnjci;^! Cerporation alluJ«l with jusi jiride in an oddiws presented 
to His Majesty the King-Emperor, on the occasion of his visit to the city in Novemhor 
1077. “Bombay,” said the city fathera, “may lay duiiit to tbo distinction ofljoingn Rejal 
City ; fur this island Jirsi bccaiiio an appanage ef the Crown of England, through formin.^ pJrrt 
of the dowry* of Charles the Second's Portuguese bride; and during the twe centuries tliat have 
elapsed since then, Bombay has Ui every reason to be gratoful for this forinnate change 
in her destiny. From a liarren rock, whose only wealth consisted in coeoannts and dried 
feh. whoso scanty population of HJ,WJ0 rook paid a total revenue to the fitato of not more 
than £6,000 a year, whose trade was ef less value than that of TLaaa and Bassein, and whcee 
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oUn^nta waa so deadly to Eorop^^n^ that two dioti^oons wero to bo the ago of a nifinT 
aba hM blossomed into a fair and wholesome city, witfi a popalation which makes her 
rank next to Loudon oiuoii^ the of the Brittli Empire^ with a nmitioLijal roveoue 

amoantiJig to £^0j000 a yoori and with a foreign cotumoroe worthy forty-fi^e millions and 
yielding in oostoms-dutie^ to the Impeiial Treasury three mimon^ a Year.*^ 

The mill-induatry abo bcreuseil apaeo ilcring Ihese yeaty^ In 1861 there were aome 
195^873 spindlos and SpTOO looms at work j in 1875 the number of spindle?-wna coniptited 
at 60{f^7l>5 and of looms at 7^751. The number of cotton-mills in 1872 was 12j by 1875 
they had inoimsed to 17j and by 1879 to 30 * and in addition to them, wero several ruinor 
factories^ of which detailed information no ton gar oxists^i The foundation of each new mill 
or now press,^ tho opening of each new' epinaing or weaving department, aogiaeated Ibe 
numbers of llio operativa populatioii; so thaf j by 1883^ 31,812 persons, or 8'4 par cent,, of file 
total indagtrial cnmmoajty were returned as mill-workers* 

Bat tlio growtJi of trade imJ cotton-spinning and weaving mdostncs did not alone 
contribute to swell the total of the istand^H inhabilants. Building and reolamation were 

fitoailily piTToceeding, We read of new inarket^c biiiU at Mazagon in 1878 ; of the Dhobilines 

on tbo Espknailo boiog aeqnirt'd for noAv railway buildings ; of housenbLilldiiig which, fiiougb 
progressing at the rate of alx^ut 390 new houses a yeaij does not seem to bo eheoked by, and 
porlmps tends to i^rodiica a fall in rents of ntiiueron.s ilHigbEed nud damp dwellings, notably 
in tboKamathipura districtp being reiiiovod to make way for wdl-btiilt chals and substantial 
buELsoj. New polfca-statioua were erected at Pydhoni and Bazar Gate during tli<«»e years ; 
ebnrcriies, temples and mos^jiies 3j>raiig into existeiiee j and tlio oonstrucUon of new water 
works aided the expauston of tho Labouring^ckLsses- “ The Vohar Lake,” writes Sir Rioiiard 
feiiiplej wa-H found insufficient for the growing community, and the formation of an 
additional lake was undertaken in the time of my pre'Jocessors ; tlie work was complotod in my 
feimo^ and wator was conducted to the city at a higher level than Iwfore.” Tho Tulsi water- 
w^orks were completed m 1879 ; the construction of its hi tor beds was still proceeding in 1881+ 

Another great work was the constructiou of tho Princess Dock, the first steno of which wa^ 

laid by tlio present King Emperor in 1875, It was designed by Tlioirios Ormiston as part of a 
scheme for improving the whole foreshore of the harbour* ^The project,” remarks Sir 
liioliard Temple^ was firyt undertakoii in Sir Bartle Frere^s time by tlio Elphinstone 
Ueohimation Company* Ondcr the admiuistraMon of hb Hucoossort the Bight Honorable Sir 
Seymour Fitzgerald, the property of the Coinpauy purchased by Govornmeutp the 
scheme was enlarged^ the wet dock uudertnkeiit auil a harbour trust established + Progre^ 
wiSi this great work was mode mnler his successor. Sir Philip Wodchouso. In my rime 
the dock and its subsidiary workH wore finished and oponod for traffic* It was found, however, 
tliafe neighbouring docks, which wore private property, intorfered with tlie generiil managomeut 
of the foreshore ; therefore these also were purchased for the 3tnto| and the ccnsritutiori of the 
Harbour Trust w'os further developed after tbo msxlel of the trust, wdiich succeeds on a much 
larger scale for the Money at Liverpool/" Tho Dock, which had been four years under 
constructioDj w-as epened on tho Ist January 1880, having cost more tlain 80 lakhs of rope^H, 
of ivhich 76 lakhs wore advanced by Government at per cent, Into rest. And tho earih, 
wliieU liad been excavated during the procs^^ from an area of 30 acres, was applied to the 
further redamation of fbo Mody Bay forephoro. MetuiwliiiF." laiid-reoLamation bad been vigoronsly 
prO!'ecute{b The Mnoidpal reports of the period tell of fifty iion?s of aw'nmji tit Sion and Coork 
recbiitned with tow q-gnrhage, and converted into a garden^ the right of cnitivntiou being sold in 
1873 for Hs, 1,750 * of part of tho foreshore tiijar ^The Wtldomosa' being reclaimed by Dinahaw 
Petit, I of the rapid filling uj» of the flnta near Tardco ; of tho ground thus provided being 
at once token up far oultivatiaii * and of reclamntien near the Arthur Rend. Simuftaucously 
with the constniotTDu of docks, housc-aocommodatiou^ and with the provkiou of new arms for 
culrivatiou, or buildings lunoh progress was effected in intomu] oonimuniOatious^ Tho Tramways^ 
as we know them to-day, were cetmnonced liotween 1873 aud 1877, Some attempt at this form 
of oommnmcation had already been made in Coblyn during » former period i hot a properly 
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orj^nlsetl not pmjMted till tbe date of Sir PhiLip IVodehoiise^s admiolfitmtlon. By 

1^75 tlia Compnnv Imti extended their line as far tlio Byonlb Bridge ; in 18TS they orept 
from the Weiliugtan FoontAio to Bazar Gate Street - in the following year a lina wo^ laid 
down from their stables to the Sassoon Dock ; in 1878 they tmvellod np the Girgauro lload from 
tlio Eaplanade to Portngtie^ Chnroh St reet; and in the lost year of this periot), a line was Jidd 
from the old ** footwo^ ” Pjdhownip via Bapxi Khote Street to the Grant Road Bridge. The 
demand for lahetr ftirllior enhanced by the opening of new rnads under the anepicea of the 
Miinioipanty. Ciinballa Hillj two or three roads on MaLabar Bill, the Fuller, WoJehoii^ and 
MayoBoqdSi Hope Street, Mnsjid Eqnder Station Uoad^ and coinninni(^tioD 3 between the Band^brnd 
and Cobba Overbridge were opened to the public in 1874. Streets were widened in 58 locoJitieS) 
faotpatha were constracted ui the Gr^int and FiilkUad lioads in the following year: Beach Road 
Magdal I Etofuh Napier Rood^ £axi Syed Street^ Chinch Bonder Snd Rood, Shaikh Ali Jenjikar 
Street were ready by 187 5 ; Anne^Iej Eoad, Karaatbiptini 15th Stroet| Trimbtifc Farasharaiu 
Streatj and itlemonwadA Road had all become bnay thoronghfarei hy 187^* In 1878 tho Arlhur 
Road had bean iaiproTed i Mahim beneiitedl by the opening of the Prabbadoi'i Road < a 
thoronghfafo aided the traveller to the old Worli Fort, One reads of new connntiuication 
between Mazagon, Froro Road+ and Tiawrenco do Liina Street * of tlie opeoiog of Gibbs Road 
in connection with the Mfdalmr Hill Reservoir in 1879; of e]!£tous!on^ to Mathew and Frere 
roada in 1881, Even the old pathway of the pilgrirnsj tlio Siri or Ladder'^’, was taken in hatid^ 
and converted into o satUfaotory thoronglifaTo for foot-paFsengon* Yot, thb activity notwith- 
i^tanding, the task waa incomplete; for ^ the provision of ade^^uate trade routes in connection 
with the rapidly incre:iglug bneiuess of tho docks is pow one of the nio&t Important wants of the 
city, eepocklly in the Mandvi quarior, where the olil and nurrow streets are choked witli traffic^ 
struggling to and from the warelienses and qnay$» * ” So wrote the OomniiBsioner in 1881» 
The Inbnnrer was &are of eiiijiloyment for ninay yeai^ to come. 

The progresd of house-building, the e^eention of publia worhsp the erec^ou of uew miUs, 
during this period, left their mark upon the population of the Island, Not only did specta! 
olossos^ such ita the wood nnd timber marebantfl nnd ivooil-seUerSj receive additions to their 
numorioal strength^ but of tho wliole population of the Islandi 27 por cent, only were returned in 
1881 as having iwu born in Bombay, GntEkt bad boon tho immigration of the indostrial classosj 
16 per cent, of the whqlo popuJatloii bailing from Rjktnagiri, ® oent. from Poona, 5 per cent, 
from Sa^ra and 5 per cent, from Cutclu New mn^qnes and new temples lesilfie^l to the presenee 
of naw-comers j for the H>vouty-six mosques of 1872 hod iucrea^ in 1832 to ninety-threoj the 
Hindu temples from 176 to 200, 

Anorber notoworthj reinit of thi?^ yflora* administration was a very largo increase of the 
infant population, which one would Hscribe in ^oine measuire to the labours of ilie Health Depart¬ 
ment nnd to the promotion of the general comfort of the inhabitants ofUie Wand* Children under 
one year of age Iiad inorensed by 96 per cent, in 1882 i those between 6 and 12 jeai^ by 02 per 
cout, j and those botwcoii J 2 end 20 by 40 per cent.! And thiia had happennii in spite of a terrible 
ontbroak of small-poTE in 1876, of tba immignition of very large bodies of famine Tefngees in 1877, 
thirty-six tbousiand of whom entered the city in a destltuleand diseased condition l^etweon August 
15th and Septembor 30th in that jfHiTi Hie Lam^H of that year remarked that,^ ae a consequence 
of the widn-Fprecd scarcity, if net fnminej whiob ns a resnlt^of tho failure of the nionsoou raiaii of 
last year ig now eaiiging so much anxiety to the Govomments of Bombay and Madras, large num^ 
bors cf poverty-stricken people have floekeil to the almwly overcrowded city of Bombay ? and 
grrsvihiting into tho womb nnl most unhealthy Iccalitios, have by incrwising largely tho population 
per square niil 0 | set up those conditions which in every part of the world, iiudorlikooircu instance^ 
give rise to nptdemio disoftM “ Fhthiil^^ also oldmixl many victims in Khars Tidfio and otlier 
ssciiong: n severe cholem epidemic swept through tlie city in 1881. But the Deportment of Publie 
Health was at work, combating disease and doing all in ile power to render the city more 
Boniiary arid to preierve infant life. Regnlnr consfltvJiuoy was in foroe ; old cemeteries^ such oi 
that of the rhinese in Snklaji Street, wore dose<l; ne^v sites for burial gToundsj such as those 
near DeLiile Road for MuEuiman and Hindu, were ^t apart beyond the crowdrd lanes of the 


city. The luottnlity nt Mahfm and Parel was lessennd iny ihe romovii] of tho banoful Dador 
distillery. '*a great aih-nnce in sanitary adtniniatmtion took plaoe in tho matter of cattle- 
ambles," which, by reason of negleot or perfunctory ^iijwrviaion only, liad till 187£1 poifionfld the 
air of many a crowdncl etreat. By the year following, aaventeen of the worat had been rernoved 
from die ground floor of human habitations in BbuJoshvar ; regular suporrision of all sack 
buildings had been instituted ; au'l a list ot penalties for all iiifringements of re^uirenteilht had 
been brought into force. Systematic drainege of the islaud wan also attorn pled, Much bad 
already been done, ” writes Sir Riehartl Ternpln, ** at groat cost and labour for the dmitiage of 
the eity * atill u mass of seivage entered the barbonr to the groat detriment of all ooticornoil- So 
additional drainage worlta were undertalion for diveTting the sewage to a ipiarter where it would 
not be hurtful.*' In his administration rejiorra for 187 5 and 1876 tlie Health Otficer had vigorously 
advocated the drainage scheme prepan«] hy M- Peddnr and Slajor Tnllooh, “ anti h.id tiovw 
t!«i5ed to proolaim in the ears of the oitiiam the danger of ftiTibar delay.*' The Town Council 
and the Coriioration were as eagsf for jaiproveinent ns the Health Officer. Finally, ns we leam 
from Mr. Aoworth’s monograph upon this nnbject, “ Sirlliohard Temple's Govemnient Dddrassed 
the Municipality, drawing their linraed into nttenilon to the neoesiity for the provision of additional 
drainage for the city, and adding that there soenned to he a consensus of epinioti as to the urgency 
of certmn evils, and the inode of remedying them.’* A special commission was appointed ; its report 
TiWis reoeived in the early |kortion of lr>78 ■ the Jiunicipality at once resolved to auiotion *' the ira- 
mediatfl oommoncenient and vigoroua pjoaeondon of the approved scheme”; a loan of 27 lakhs was 
raised j and on the 17t1i Hecornber in the same year the task of laying a new main sower from 
fVitnac Bunder to Love Grove, n number of pipe sowers connectod with it, mid a new outfell 
sewer, pumping staiion and puniplug plant, at Love Grove, AVorlL, wn? initiated. 

Among tho general measures adopted by the Corporation for lha couvenisHco of the 
puldic wem tho estoasion of lighting nnd opening of public gardens, Ju 18G5 the total 
number of gaa lamps in the Mend wna 220 ; by 1871:, tliej mirabered 2,413. Wo road of 
ljuoen’a Road being supplied with 72 lamps in 1875, of Mahlin xmd the Elphinstone Estate 
Ijoing lighted in the following year, of the French and ^iTatliew Roads being lighted with gas 
in 1881. Oil bmps were netwssarily used to a considerable extent, but wem being gradually 
supplanted by the kboiirs of the Gas Comjuiny, In 1873 the site of tbs Victem Gardens, 
which bad erigiunlly j«ss«d to the Agri-liorticullural Society in exobango for land at Sowri, 
was presented to die Municipality by Govern mout, for conversion into a public garden; the 
Elphinsteno Girole Garden was described “ns floumhing ued ornnuientnr' > and in 1874 the 
l^orthbroak Garderis near Grant Road uud Tnmbak Parasharani Street enme into oxuteuce, and 
found much favour, as a place of mild reareation, with tho txjorar inhabitants of £umbhars-nda and 
the ueighboimng looalities. One can Iinrdly, porliapsi, Ixiast tlwt tho Tie loria Gardens liave gained 
as great distinction as that old Porltiguftse garden in tho Fort, which wa^ “voiced to bo tbe plea¬ 
santest in tndia*' ■ hut no one, wJio visits the former on a Suuday or holiday, can fail to remark 
how' greatly the native ooLinnuRity—rich and poor, young and old — cippreciates such a retreat. 


The general results of the census of 1831 were embodied in the following table ;— 
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Fiirtkijt sUtUticd need tiiiJ no placw iiere for tboy ara avrubblo in Colonel Wear*"? report 
tQ ^iicli M desire to delve deeper into the i;iHioni3taiic03 of Uw popidation during iteso yenra. But 
one r^et, to which eoatansponirj reports frequently reforj svas the great poverty of the bulk 
of the |iM:>pulatton* ^tanithw^ ilusalsnans, Native Christknij Kolb, Bhaudflfb niid Mahors 
oharaoterisod na the poorest claaMB in a city, wliorein “the poverty of the great masses is 
inoredihio"'; whoTob, also, the hulk of the fieoplo *4ivo3 npon a 5in™tioii diet”; wherein, 
*‘a dozen faindiofi herd together in houaea, only large enough to coiitnin one*^” Nowroji HiU^ 
for ^'xaniple, should have been one of tbe heaUhiest gpota in Boinhay ~ yefc its donfzens, poor and 
ill'feJ, wf?re “ fthuo&t oboking one another in tljoir mi^rablo abodes,” The Cokba Bazaar Vkaa 
filled with a ruotky and improvident popnlatioiL*^^ The squalor of Karoathipora otid Kliare 
TnJao inereasod the diflSctiltSes of MiUlioipal offioofs in fighting phthisis and feverSp House and 
screet-vontllatiQn wore Edmost unknow'u in tliio Northern portions of tlie Fort; Chakln^ Bhulwhwar 
and Ooinerhhary wore replete svjth ill-conditioned uud reeking dwellings^ npon which the 
reformer of these yeciri wonld tuvs^o instantly painted the lianiiiatory letters U* H. H* The 
Municipality strove hard during tiiese years to lainiualsti in one way or another tho dangers^ to 
which such conditions guve rise j proinulgutcd ordem, coiiiining “the storage of hides and sliark- 
fins to Dharavi and Sewri Bnnder ” j insisted npon pigs hoLng kept in properly-julaptod places 
apart from dvi^elling 3 ” ; andj as wo have before remarked^ purg^Hl many a locality of peatifenae- 
hreeding cattle-stable::!. Considering (ho epidemics, whioh oreurted during tlie period, wo mt^rt 
admit that tlieir <'ninpaign met with toletnblo auocoso. Tliey could scarcely booxpoctftl within the 
ojiaco of yearn to obviate all the dungorH and dbabilitios which had arisen from a very sudiien 
Colonisatiou of the city on a large scalej anti which were intensifieil by constaint immigration 
subsequeat to that evonh Mach improYimienE yet remained to be effected in eacooeding ymr^, 

Tho general prosperity of the island continued uiiabjited ; and Sir Riolinrd reuiple thas 
sums up im condition during the joaifa of hU govomorsihip. “ The City of Bombay itsolf with 
its vast and varied intorasts, and its fast growing importuFicc, clalmoii constant attautlou. The 
police^ under the able management of Sir Frank Soutor, was u really oSicienl: body and popular 
withaL Tha public strtiqtiires^ begun or designed nndor Sir B^rde Frore^s administration, were 
adwincod towiards completion; and although those shewed a goodly array, still not a year (lOsAed 
w'irhout several naw buildhigs being undertaken, m the dtsmamb of an. advancing communit}' in 
u great seaport are iooesfimt^ The streaiii of native munificenoo conlinuet to flow^ though 
s^jmewlifit dimhiished ui comparison with former times by mson of agricultural au<l commercial 
depression consequent on the fikuiiiie, xV marble statue of the Queen had been erected by the 
Native community on the Esplanade. Sir Albert Saasoon presented to the city a bronre 
equestrian statue of che Prince of^Walo 3 | in memory of the vbit of Hts Rorai Highness, tPbe 
Kew^ Sailors*^ /iomo, built portly through the muuifioeace of Khande Rao, (inekvvar of BaroJa, 
in lionuiir of the visit of His Royal Highneas the Duke of EdiuLurgh, had become a noble 
institution. The new wet dock, nccommcHlating tho larget^ ships, vras named ** the Prince's 
Tkck/' the first stone of it woa kid hy tho Prince of iViJes,” 

“ Tbfl oEoctivd principle liad iHwtu iutreduood into tho ^lunioipality of Bombay by Sir 
Seymour FitzGerald aud cstoblblind by Sir Philip M^odehotise ; and I found it to o^^mte 
o^lvantageoualy. Tho citizens nnd ratopayora exon^boil their fmiidliise judioiouslyi electing good 
and able men, Europeans and Notivesp to servo on the Municipal Corporetionp^ 

“Tlie reeouroes of Rjuihay wore tusttMl when in ISIS uu expeditionary force was dcs- 
[latched to Malta, Mlthin fourteen days after the receipt of otderB from tho Governor-Genflml 
in (Jonacil [I^ord Lyttou), the Bomliay Govornmont (of which Sir Charles Sbiveloy, then 
Ci>miiiaiider*iu-Chief, waa a momber) ongagod 48,000 ton^ of m^Tchant shipping, then in tho 
liatbouri despatched 8,000 men and 2,000 horsns with two months' Supplies of provbiona and six 
wi^ks^ supply of Trvater. They all nrrivod at tlieir destination id good ouriilition, and after some 
months retiimod er^nally well ; still, the risks attending tho navigotian of tlio Red Sea, with 
sailing ahifis towed by steamers, caused usauxictyJ' The Marine Department Juia ever main¬ 
tained a high reputation for celerity in the do$iiatch of eipeditiens or reinforcemonia. We hearil 
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of them in ISOlt when Sir D&rid BaiTd ^inrtod for Egypt. Sir Riobaid Temple complemented 
them upon tljc sigDAl wnice neadcrod on the occaeion of the Malta oxpedihon; and yet more 
modern residente of Bombay have viewed with aometbing of snrpriae and certmoly with pride, 
(he dexterity and speed with which rnent bor^ and atere^ were $ant forth ^om tbia port, to 
save a seiion^ ritiKtion in South Afr!^< 
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Pfinion TBE Ts^th.—1881 to 1391, 

Tlio dMKle pTwedIng the ceo^u^ of 1891, during ^hi^b tbe {jgpubiHoa of tho iskud roBO 
■ from 773495 to 321,764, wm mainly romarkabk for an inoroaB# cf fcho trado of the port, and 
for itio fonadntion of eduaatiomLl iLod other in^titotjozis by pri^-ato liberaUty# Municipal Govern'' 
inent, alio, was subjoeced to improve cnenti, odonktod to rooder it more oij^hto nod more re- 
presentatzve of nti age of progress, EsOLblisbod origiikllj"i oa wa have i^cuarkedp on iU modem 
btuk iu tbe year 1856j it bad bean modiKod or devolopoil by the Bubsequoni meaauros of iSGSp 

and 1878 ; antil at the time isban Lord Reay^B Gorernmimt undertook to legisktei tbe 
oonatitaElonal kiv of Bombay City waa ombodiad in eloTOn separate eDaotmeiik^ “The firet 
purpose of the new Bill, ” romarks Sir Wlllkm Hnulerj “ ysm to consolidate tlia law, bat in doing 
so imporbiDt aitaiatioua wore imTodoced^ Its provisious, dratted by Mr* J* IL Najlorj oidod by 
Jlr. (r]ow Sir Charley) Ollivantj tbe Alunictpal Commt^ionor, were divided into twonly-ona 
obaptere. At first received with stroDUous opposition} it was carefally revised by a Select Com¬ 
mittee of the Legisktive Council, with wfiose members Lord Eony dbonssed tbe alteraiionji* 
It eventually passed with general approA-at^ One of the chief modidontjotis iatroduoed during ita 
passage wofl die regulation for handing over the primary schook to the Manioipal Corporation.** 
The new code couldp indeed, okim to ba the most complete that had yet been elaborated. Long- 
needed Improvements wore Introdnoed intfo the regoktlons affecting drainage, water works 
and other sanitary matters ; the prot^ure relating to the regib-tration and assessment of 
properties was systematfeod * esempttionfl from Ikbility to bisos in respect of immovecible property 
were restricted i and better security wb$ given for the recovery of arrears* 

The Municipality throngliout djo entire period wasnotivoly engogeil la rendering dm island 
better suited to the needs of n popnlatlcm} augmented bj the immigration of kbonrors and artieans* 
Ground was from time to time purolmsed for tbo ividenbg of strajts * the Fergnsson Road from 
orli to Parol W'aa staled to be almost completed in 1884 j the Rjpon Rood haid i>eoii marked 
out; die Girgaum Road had been widoued. The Cbarni Road was carried as &r as the Fidkknd 
Road in 1885 - and sevond old houses at the corner of Ganbow Lane and Hornby Bow were 
deniolisliod, in order to o^^en a nevi'rend into die crowded portion of the Fort* One roads of 
itnprovemunk to tlw TbakEirdvarand Taideo roads in the ibllowlng year, and of the formation of 
a krge circle on the Flats, formerly known m the Central Sktion, but tenooforward to be allied 
Jacob 3 Circle, ^ in memory of Geueml IjO Grnn<l Jacob, and to be adorned with an ornamental 
fonnkiii, provided by public subscription. Sankli Street was opened in 1887 - tsew com- 
mnnioatiens wore constniutod bet wean Sowri Cemetery and tlio Jackerk Bunder tlioronglifiire^ 
between LnJy Janiaatjl Road and Matunga, between the Elpbimtone Bridge and Dongri Street 
via h^owToji HiiJ, Sevenij-three ffaousand rupees were cliabursed in the year 1889-90 alone, for 
tbo sole purpose of street-improvement, aad are midence of a protracted endeavour to beneGt the 
locahties, whiab hod expanded by the coustani infliuE of an industrial pcpuktion. The Kamatbi- 
porft region wetdd office os an instance of what was efieoted by Munlcli^al Qovernment during 
thU and the prevloua decade* and was jiolnted to with pride i^i 1891 os a locality vastly improved 
by the provkicn of numerous rviacis and streekp and of drainage. 

Tha aubjoei of dcamage wtis ag keenly followed as In the preceding petiod. In J881 the 
Commissioner kid before the Corpoiution proposals for an ei:ponditdrO of 33 kfchs for sewemga, 
of 9 kkiis for gnikoe drainagf!, and of 10| kkba for house-connections- Rood waa 

supplied with a great sewer, wbkb the Eieautive Engineer, ^ working with extraordinary energy 
and fovomod by a late monsoon,"' was able te eomplete in 1884 ; evtensJona wore laid down 
from the Crawdonl Markok to tbe Mintp along tbo Rlpan KoarJ, and across the Agripada district^, 
the For^ in which draiuage arrangemenfea bud become either obsolete or ruiaoua, was^ in spite of 
difficulties with contractors, completely provided for by ihe jo^r 1889 ; Kbotwadij Gilder Street, 
the UeUsle and Artliur Roods, the Marine Lines and other localities were stibjoctod to sin^llar 
improvements j wliilo on the lOtb Febniary 1882, the Oorpmation ianefiontid an ojtpoudjture of 
Ro, ]242,£50 upon a aomprohensivo aebame for tbo disposal of stonn-uater and for surFuco 
drainage. Tlia CommifisioDer, writing hi 188b, tqxiiks of tbo btorni*water works as pradh^lj 
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wnip unJ nJiIa that “ tlia Loaeficial riNiilt of iboij works and of misTng the KLotwadi and 
'imalhi|mra rojulj is iDcontestnble, iinJ tins bean amply profod In itio OKCoptionaUr linavy tains 
o t 0 monsooif, wh:ch is now brnnlnating, Plaoes, whioli formorly wero kitno-doap in wafar for 
ijinnj ^****^™ a coiupflmttVBly laoJomta fiJl of rnin, am now dry In a very abort Apnoa of 
imft ! and the tmijance, wbioh lias rJways oiisfo-J on ttio Fins during certain montb.^ has now 
iiflan nnich reduced by ttw now amnigemcnts.” 

At the outset of tliifi period, tho wnter*s'jpply of the city still fell short of perfeotion. In 
conseqoeinsoj we read of tho Bandnrwttda water-works nnd of Ulter-boda at Mnlahnr Hill Wing 
<Jomp eteil in 18S4, of Mr* Toin]iii90Q^3 scIk^hio- for iTOTkii in the Pnwsu Valloj bein^ pot ini^ 
in tho yoitr 18S9-90, But improTaiuent^ weto of rumor importunes in compai iMn 
1 £ le Groat Tunaa atorworfewhioli wore couunonoeJ about tho mirUIlo of tha decnjdo* Sir 
Wilhain Hunter, oharaotorising Uio project oh tho m->st imfwrtnnt umlortakmg ofthojoara 
JS8o to J890^ observofi thnt; “ Tho city was onc^ is, for tho present^ K^upphed with water iVom the 
ohar and Tnlsi Lakes. But the growth of the jKipoIation tjoou m rapid that iha aoppHes 
from those wurcijs, though qnmpamtivdy recently provided, sixan proved ioadeijunto. The 
Municipahty, thoreforej Jeoidod oo the l9th November J885, to adopt a masoifioant project 
t will provide the city with an ine^^tmualibla water-aapjily* Tlie aclieme, when (strriod out, 
will afford onother apfendiii proof of tim pabJio spirit of the oiti^na of Bombay, and the skill 
of English Engineers/* The Tansa works woro finally opeued in the year 1891-^2 by the 
Mar<jutsi of Lausdowne, w ho, referring w tho magnitude and benefits of tho aehievoment, (Con¬ 
gratulated Bombay npon Uio true nieaatire of Munieipal Solf-Govemmout, whieh eho had been 
the first amur.g all cities in India to introduce. 

Of other mattery connected W'ith tho welfare of the people, in whiE;h tho MiinicipaJily 
played a prominent part, we may note tlie extension of educaibn and the provision of aa Asylum 
for the homeless leper j^opnlation. In 18T2 the contrlbations by tho Cbrpomtion towarils 
primary edneation amounted only to Es. 8,590: in 1SS2 they had risen to 22,500 f in 
1886-87 to Es* 3L3i 4 ; and during the dosing year of the decade they had been again increased 
to Rs. Contempomneoos with tho passing of tlia new Municipal Act was iho msLittitioa 

of tho Joint Schools Committee for tho managenjent of primary etlncaiion in the oitv, which 
Oontaioed 32 Marathi and 30 Gujhiathi schools lu the year 1800. We hear of gratibs made to 
ichooJsfur doaf-rnuh^ ; rf a sum of Jls, 80,000 siinctiened in aid of the Victoria Jnbilw 
Todinical which was founded by Lonl Reny^s OoveroTnent practical insiruotion in 

the luwhaoical industries, and wits destined to be the normal adiool for tcachorg of technical 
Oilucatton threoghout tiie Presidency^ The period ivas ifidced one of progresg, in most matters 
oonnec-ted with Municipal AdmLuistmtion. Trainw^ay coiiHiiunications ware greatly extended ; 
fresh roa.Is were lighted every year ; contracts were gaiictmnciJ for lighring the Crawford 
l^Iarkotsand the Prineos Dock by Electricity i special BUine were aet npart for the dis]>osai of 
the dead bod fee of Hindu paupers, and for tlio erection ot special and tem|)oniry oholefa 
hospilzLis in iS83 ; a -umill-ijos hcspibl wds built in 1887, and 89,000 rupei^ were voted for 
the erechou of a similar buildiog in tho Arthur EloafL Fire brigade stations iivere constracted j 
taps and fountaiiis were gradualiy suhstitutecl for the oid and in^uifnry dipping xvelU j and over 
87,000 rupees wore spent lu one year (1890-01) upon the improvement of vartciis public gardeni. 
Her Into JLsjesty the Qneen-Em press, in a reply ta thonddreea^ of oougnitulaticu forwarded by tho 
MunicipalLty on the oceans on of her first Jubilee, described with what pleasure she hail wotoheil 
^ rile progress of the great cHy of Bombay, and its adTnnce not only in material j^rcepority", but 
also in education and in matters tending to tie improved health siml ooinfort of die people/' 

The treatment of vagrmt lepers had long been a veied fjnestiou between GovoTiiment 

and the Mimicipality - and was not fimd I j settled mithe year 1800, when Mr* Ac worth, 

Mimrcipal CemmTSsianer,^ vigormi% set about the oolleetiun of funds for a lapef asylum. The 
public, following the Iftid of the InteSir Diusimw Manetji Petit, who offerwl a Inkli of rupees 
for the purpose, subscribed willingly ; a gootl site wsti chosen at Matnngft - and Bcveml bndd- 
logs wore oon-Eructed. Under an old Act of 1867/* romarked Mr. Forrost in a recent ledture. 
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^ Mr. Aoworth, Mfith the saiiatance of the Police Conimksioner, collect^ all Ih® 
and put them in the Asyltufl, and oblniniKl a grant from tlio GovemineTit otid Municipa ity ^ 
their maintenance^ orgimiaed the staATj atnl personally supervised all the arrangeineete *^ 11 - j 
food, taiiitation, etc. He indneed rioh native gentlem™ to add a hosptol, a Hitida 
temple, a Mahommedan mtH^ae, and even a Koraan Oitbolic chapel. The place is cop 
ivith a walk fonoa, but the lepers are perfectly happy, and never attempt to Iwve. The greets 
of Bombay are absolutely cleared of lepers; and though compulsion Us li«n objected to, 
Mr. Acworth^ procwlure has lieen appwwl of by most practical men ; and the Government 
Bengal in 1895, and the Govorainant of India in 1896, have legislated entirely on ni’ 

Abont 350 lepers spend their lives in ahsolulo contentment, in Mr. Ac worth’s Aaylam, which is 
considered the best in India. The Government of Bombay should find salisfaotion in the fact 
of one of tliBir oSloets having thas practically settled the vagrant lo|ier question for the whole 
of the Indlnn EiupireJ* 

Btit the imprtjvemenl of the oUy ilutfng theso yeara not nlbwed to devolve eotitoly 
upon tho Munieipnlity. Tbo period wiis Teoaarkahk tor great benefactions hj privale 
Both cliarifcable flod ^u<aaon&I schemes in Bombay WilliiLm Hnriter related, 

bonofiteJ by Sir Ditishavr Potifs Ulierality. “ In Janiiary 1883 he offered Ra. l,S5tOTO for the 
ereotlon of fi LyingsiH-Ho?pibiT* which flnm he afterwards allowed to be nifod for the eonati^sc- 
tioii of a Hospital for Women and Children^ as an esfonsion of the Jamsetji Jejeebhai Hospitnl lu 
promotion of e<Jn«ition Sir Dinaliaw preaeoted tho property known ng the Ilydranlic Pre^^* 
valued at three lakhs of ropeei, in exchange for the Elphin^tone College hnildings whioh were 
converted into the Victoria Jubilee Technical lostitate. Ho likewise gave Rh. ] 6,419 for the 
constnietion of a Patho Bacteriological Laboratory in oonneotion wiih the "V eterioary College 
Pareh and Rs. towards tho erection of Gymnastic Institutbo iri Bombay. Coming to 

other l»nefuctors, Bai Motllhais widow ofMn Nowroji WarlTtv, gave nlakh atii-a-kiif of rupees 
and a valuable site of S^0^D54 square yardsi adjoining tho Jatnietji Jejeeblmy Hnepttal, for the 
building of an obstetric hospihil, Mr. HarkiHeondas Narottamdue gave a Inkh of rupees for a 
fllinical hospital for women and children ; but the conditions made by Government wore not 
acceptable to the dcoorf and the nmetint thereforep refunded» Mr^ Framil Dioahaw Peiit 
gave R“4. for the erection of a Laboratory! fitted with the most modern appliances, in 

connection ’^vith the Giant Medical College at Bombay. The AJlbless family^ namely, the trust bos 
of the late Bomanji Ednlji AUbloBSi tho widow of Mr* Ednlji Framji Allhless, and the sons of 
Mr* Dorabji Edtiiji AllhlesSj presented amongst them Rs. 72,000 for the establifihmeat of rni 
Obsfeetrio Hospital on, land adjoining the Cama Hcepitnlj and cf a mortuaiy for Parsis in contioctioii 
a'ith it, and also (‘with the assistmice of Ka. 5,000 from tho Countess of Dnfforin^s Ftmd) for th* 
building of quarters for the Lidy dootois of the t^anm and AQhless Hcie|dtaK Mr. Sorabji Cowasji 
Powaila gave Rs. SI ,473 for a gratnitons qbaritable dispensary in the Fort; Sir M, M* Bhownag- 
gn», Ihi^ 15,60i> fur a Home for PnpQ Jfcirs®^ in conneotion with the Jamsetji Jejeebhoj Ho^^piinl ; 
Mr, PflHtanji Honnasji Ckma, Es. 15,000 for nurses* ijaarteni at djo Cama Hospital i and 
Ifr. Lvmrkadas Lollnbhai, Rs. 10,000 for a chclera wanl at the Jflmsetji Jejcflbhoy Hosjiiital, which 
was titiliMd Instead for the er^tablfehmcnt of an outnloor ifepensiiTy for wouion and childron* 
Ijostlv^ mention must l)o made of the gift of the Parsi Panchaj’at Fund of R<, 2,000 for the eroclion 
of a se|)aTato mortuaTy for FaraV, in oooneotion with the hosintu],. which liears the name of the best 
known member qf their bodjv” A hospital for animab at Pare! was founded by Bai Saksrbai 
and opened by tlie Earl of Lnfferin in 1834 ; Mr* B\T&niji Jijlhhoy, C.SJ*, S^vo a haneJeomo 
donation in 1800 tow'artfe the eestabliabment of on Anglo-Verniac'tJbT School for poor Parsb ; und to 
this ^>eTiod l»L>n^ the iiand.’Sonie fountain and oluok oreefod in Ba^ar Gale Street lo the 
memory of Bomonji Hormasji ^Vadia. Among other landmarks of the inland, oomplotei dufing 
these years, anJ wldcli do noi owe their osistenee to private licTtevnlfmco and pbilanthiopy, one 
may remark m particular the Viotorui Teniuiius of the G* L P« Bailway, situated on the origmal 
^ta of the old Miimhadevi temple, nfiar the Phausi Talao or Gibbet Pond. T!io old tomple was 
removotl by Go\*emin 0 nt in 1760, in order to allow- apace for fresh fbrtificoitfouB, a new shiira 
being emefod by a Sonar, Pandurang Shivaji, on the pneent ate near PaidhoDi* Tho old gibbet, 
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howiev^Wj was to romoln tiU 1805^ when it was ro-oroctwl cloeo to tlio UmarHiEuli Jeil^ 

Go%' 0 mnieiit and the P<Jrt Tro^ woro not behindhand in the i^^ork of imisTOvement, The Euro¬ 
pean Hoeipirnl for tlie iHo of poor Earopocuii$ resident m the Ci^ nod of i^iloT^ frorci ships iu the 
[K>rtj and of railway q|£cuLUarid their fatnilies^ had long proved hwnffioient j and it wnn therefore 
resolved hy Ooveromeut to erect a new Enropoau Hospital at a cost of R'i* 5|6I1,G67 on the ruins 
of the ohl Fort GeorgCj to which lord Ifosiy^on lajinij tlie foundation stoua in Fobmar)" 18&&j 
gave the name of ^ St Goorge^ji Hoef^itaL^^ The GoveruTnent Centml Presa^ the new home of the 
Elphinslono College^ anfi the Police ilagUtrates^ 0)iirt wore ako'oomnieneod or com|dehtd during 
the^e yeara. The defences of the Harbour nsoeived nthmtioii. As the Pres^ poiuteii out in I884j 
4 they were in so unaatigfaetorj n state ns to be pmcticoUy uaaleHa j Colaba liflttery was luifonabk^ 
the turret shi|« were not in working order, the Middle Island and Cro® Bfitberies were ineSieient^ 
while the Blalabar Hill and Breach Cand y batteries^ wore powerle^ to pim ent the destnicdon of the 
place by any hostile fiquadton. But in the following year a now ^heme of defence mis sanctiouad 
by the Governmeut of Indb and oarried into exeeution by the dose gf the period. 

The Port Trust, which in spite of yearly n^diictions of dnosij shelved a steady ^irplus of 
revenue over es|>enditure hetw-oen 1880 and 1889, was rus|>anjjble for the coustmetion and opening 
id 1881 of a now Light-honse mt the entranoo of the harbour and of the VicEoria Dock* The Prince’$ 
Duck indeed proved too small for aU deioauds, and iva^ therefore^ stipplementsd by the Victoria Dunk 
of nearly the sanio and giving still greater facilities for shipping, the first idtiice of w hich was 
opened by Lady Eoay on the 21 st Febrmry 1888^ ^‘'Someidoa of the magiutode of tbe inturasts 
involvod in die management of the Bcmbay Port Truat may he formed from the ataterneots^ that its 
capital e:([konditiire dp to ^he cloee of tbe year 1889-^0, deduoliug sates of land, etc.^ ninouiited 
to fis. 5j08|5G,d03p that its ravontiia for 1889-90 was 11^* 41,97,748. and its oipenditure 
inoloding interest on capital lls. 42,83,333, and that 845 vessels entered the two docks during 
that year. In 1891 yet another eiteniaon—-the Merew^other Graving Dook—was opened 
by H. E. the Governor. 

Other well-known build Logs are the IVIuuicipal OfEo^t the foundation-stone of which 
was bid by Loid Hipon in December 1884 j the Wibon GoUnge at Chowpatty, of whioh 
Sir James Pergnssun hid the foimdaHon in 1885 * and the Jsftr SidiEnuTi Charitsblo Dbpensary, 
which was opened in Mareh 1388. 

The aodrity in bnildiDg to wliioh private philanthropy or the pTcgreasiTe attitude of 
Govemmeut and public bodies gave rise, may be conaldered fo have indirectly affected the 
nnmbai^ of the ppuladon, by oreatiog a dematid for the bbour of the poorer eksses - out it^ 
infiuenee In this respect was not so snperfioially apparent ns the effect of inc]rea$ing trade anil 
of the growth of the cotton spinning and weaving industry. With the exception, perhaps, of 
the vfcar l:889-&0, the oonimerclnl proereTitj" of the island tuny ho held to have steadily in¬ 
creased year by year* Taking a jcarly aveiago of three years, and cxclndijig Government 
stores and treasure, the ^■aliio of ei]x>ria rose from 27 orom in 1830-82 to 33 creres in 1885-37, 
and again to 39 crores in 1890-92 % and the Mdna of lEnport^ from 17 crones to 29 crorcs 
and again to 27 emrea during the same periods* The exports of wheat, liasoed, mpeseed and 
giagelly also rose by an extraordinary figure ; in 1031-82 alone, the reveniie of the Port Trust 
showed an increase of 10^ lakhs above the esymatsHl value, owing mainly to increased exports 
of graiu ftud seeds ; the value of all imports of oottoa during the first 10 montbA of tlic year 1806 
vms 240 bkbfl of nipeos! Lord Reay, iudoedp rofened to the growth of oommeroe in hb 
speech at the Jnbileo demonstfiiticna of 1837* ““ The prosperily of Bombay,^' His Escelloncy, 
** ts certainly one of the most remariLahle sronhi of the Victorian reign- Its Interna] appearance 
is as mneh changed 01 its external couditica. It is one of the most hoaulifol towns of the 
Empin?—if uot of the world; its sanitary condition is also vastly Improvod* Fifty years ago 
the exports nmoouted to ueirij CO millions of rupeesi and the Imports to little more than 47, 
In 1835-38 the exports amounted to more than 419 millious, and the imports to nearly 440 
uiilliom* In 1085-86 the valae of cotton exported amounted to more than 84 mdliona of 
rupees j cf pulse and grain to mom tlian 43 milHona, T^ie Munioi|nl in come has risen from 
ss 
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18 to 42 bkta. Tlje Prince's Dock would do cwiit to *aj port in the world. ” llie eflFect 
of sncIi tiade-progress wsa evident In the city proper; for, notwithstandiRg that numaroofl 
bnUdings were being erected b outljbg looatities, such oa Tardoo, Byoulln and Parel, for 
n»sou9 wtiioh we sball aabseqnently lake note of, every nvaikhb inoh cf bnd in Mandvj, 
Oomerkhari, Dongri, Cbukls, tlio Market, Dbobi TnW, PLansswadi, and similar sections wm 
eagorlv snatched up j and where bod woe not avnilolle, the piling of storeys upon old honscfl, 
often bcapeble of supporting their weight, steadily continued. Hardly a year passed, hanUy a 
amonsoDoset bj without some of those ovorweightod houses col bpsing, aod deaUng swift 
death or injury to the bmates - as, tor example in Bongalpoom b 1890, when 80 persons were 
killed by the faU of one fonr-etotoyed dwalliog-hoaiie. The extension of the docks and the ei- 
paniiion of trade made, and at the same time marred, the city J for they attracted into a com- 
paiativoly small portion of the Island the whole of tlio huge population, which diiecHy or indimoUy 
earned a livelihood from the commerce of the port. Hence came it th.et such localities as 
Pathakwadi and tlie Mandvi KoliTsdi entirely lost their original character of hal-settkmento, 
became the merest labyrinths of narrow and pestilential lanes, of crowded and sunless bnusea, to 
which no ingreaa or egress existed, aavc, perhaps, throngh the ground floor of some more reoenl 
dwelling. Successive Health Officers Iwve oriod woe over these pestUenoe-breeding regions* but 
their voices We bean os the voices of tboto crying in the wilderneea; the old tortuons paths are 
not yet made straight i the population still hnddlas round the poisonous tmeks, sleeps amid the 
foulness of saange, hreathas the miasmata that no hreeie ever comes to disperse. The density 
of popnlation in the B Ward and stoma portions of adjoining wards waa far greater in 1887 than 
in 1881. “ There is room,” wrote the Health Officer of that date, “ for our whole populaiion 

and for the greater city of tho futnre, if only the doors of qommunication are eptned. The 
leality to bo understood is that 37 par cent, of onr population live on 3^ per cent, of the suifaco 
of tba Isbnd, that in IS sections the lowest number of persons to an acre is 354, and 
that in 5 flections covermg more than half of the Island there are only 8 persons to an 
acre.” One community of merchants, the Jains, hud estpauded enonnonsly by 1891 ; but 
was notorious for a very high death-rata, due mainly to the fact, that, m order to got as near to 
the business centre as possible, each fresh relay of immignmta settled m ill-bnilt houses, already 
containing a full eomplcmeat of residents, and the gronnd floors of which were in perennial 
obacuri^ and were buiit over old and dangerous drains. Mondvi, and indeed the major portion 
of the city proper, washy the dose of this period pre-eramontly in a poBition to become the 
pbgue-centre of iho Island ; it was choked with popgbtion * it was notorious for its 
insanitarv oonditlon. From the year 1803, when the Company moved the old Mnndri or 
Custom Hoase farther north, this eastern portion of the inty had gradually expanded till about 
1865, when its dimensions begjm to inonoase with ammeing rapidity. Houses sprang up storey 
npon iitorey, stretobed towards the docks, olimbad tier by tier up the old portion of tho Dongri 
Kolia, closed round the pristine setUements of fiaber-folk in impenetrabJo array, spread awoy to 
Dhobi Bhuleshvar, Khars Talao, and northward, till they &oed the now bnildings, which a 
growing milUiadnxtry had bronght and was bringing daring thia period into existence. 

The growth of Uie mill-industry during the decade under review was responsible for the 
further colonisation of the amis north of the city. Bot ohly in ootton^inning oskihlUhinenta 
waa an advance made, but miscellaneous foctorics, snob as flonr-mills and workshop, sprang 
into existenoa and helped to provide for the industrial ppulatiou, which flocked from the 
Ileocan and Konkan. Tn 1881 the total nninber of Actories in the Island was 53 ■, in 1886, it 
had mcroised to 66, and in 1890 to 83, CSomplamts in regard to the amoko-nniisnea are first 
bronght forward during these yo&m, and a» mentioned in the Munimpal reports of 1884-85: the 
'MniHjwners’ Aseocintioa ore reported In the Press of 1883 to be about to despatch travelling 
agents to i-ariona trade centrea iu Furope and Africa, for the purpose of opening new nurkeia 
for tiw pieoa-gooda of Bombay : by 1890 we are presented with the spectacle of a Factory 
Commisrion, assembled in Bombay, which hi December eftbat year publhhes proposal for 
ibe regulation of female and ohild-lnbaor. As the steam industries increased, a marked change 

over localities such as Byculla, Parel, Tardea, Tarwadl and even remote Sewri. In- 
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niiaierable chah »pr&ng np rntrili of the Road, conisdeas Lt^iialioD for the im.migmnta 

from Batnagiri, Pootm, or Satom. “Tb&ro is growing up in oht papoladon^'^ wrote Umj 
lleiddi Officer In tkm wliicb ^sm ha disdngmsiied from their own raco^ engaged in 

other work, and firoin every other clo^ by a pelUd look, whioh may be called a &otary 
coudtennnco.*^ All the open land in Tardeo was being gradually bnQt over during these yem^ | 
and as last os the hoiisos ware biiitt, there appeared a population to inbnbit them^ Nagpoda 
was denselv peopled, with an average of E>7 persons fu each hoiise : £ye new mills wani being 
oonstmoted in Sowri in 1889, nml were m^ponaihle in great ineasoiie for ihe inoroasad popnlatioa 
of that section in 1891- Bycnlla, Taiwndi and ila^agon, and all the di$trioia north of them 
ware far more popnlous at the dose of die decada than in iSSh Mr. Drew in his Oenaiia 
Report of 1891 noticei! the following curious pbonomeneo :—“In somo of the mofi+. densely 
crowded parts of the Native Town—Umarkliadl, Dhobi Talao, t^banaswadi and Kham 
Tfil no —the total female popnlation baa decreased, while the number of those boro m 
Bombay lias increased. This may easily be estplaineJ, as the immigrant women mre chiefly 
employed now in the parts of Bombay north of the Eellosis Road ; ami with the extension 
of house-building there, they have moved nearer their worhi leaving more room for their 
Bombay-bred sisters in tlie moro central portions of the IiLoucL’’ Xbe Fross of 1890 records 
aetrikeof female operatives belonging to the Jnbilee Mill ; and a mm^ter-meeting of ndll- 
hoads at Farel to protest against the elosbig of mills for eight day^ in ever]i" month. By 
the close of the decade, thoTardeo, Pare! p BjouUat Tar wadi, Nngpada, and Chinchpooghlj 
quarters bad exjinnded throogh the forward march of indosttial enterprise into the populous 
dwelling places of an immigrant labour-population—a character which they possess at the 
opening of this twentieth century- 


The causes which led by the year 1891 to an increese of 48,588 were expansion of trade 
and of local steam industrie?, and, to a minor evtant, the genend measures toheo for the pnblin 
benefit, as exemplified In an increase of hoapital aoeomTnodaUoii, tho initiation of technical educoh 
tion, tho Tansa water supply whemcj acd the completion of the defences of the harbour* 
Further, the period wos charocterifiod by no unusual wave of sickness, by no extroordinary form 
of dissase. In acme locolitics, it is tme, the ordinary death-rate was high ; but iim was 
rendered inevitable firsdy by the physical characterisLios of the islaad, a&oondly by an 
unparalleled growth of population within a very short period ; for, within a space of rongbly 
afty years only, the number of inhabitanta bad risen by 809,000! The population of 1891 
was offioiolly dedared to number 821,764, the totd being distributed as follows among different 
religions:— 


Hindu 

Mri*-t*TTina.n 

Cbrutliu 

Join 

Jew 

Others 


&43.27S 
156^47 
4^,510 
25 ;m 
47,458 
5,021 
227 


Totld ... ft2|,764 


TIw obiof pomta of inierest wore tho rise in the numbers of Hiudua nnd Jabs, dm 
pmatanably, to immigration for the purpose of factoty^labonx und trade, the inoreose of popnlation 

in the northern and oudriogsH^iona of the island, the docraase of the indigenous popnlatioa, 

both male and female, and the rise ef 35,44S in tho number ef literates. The polfey of Govem- 
ment, the labonm of the Mnnioipality, and the philanthropy of private persona had indeed borne 
froit in tho more univereal edumtion of the people j and in point of female ^ucation atone, lu 
Mr. Drew wrote, ‘‘the oi^ ran an European country like Portugal vory olose,' 

To one who vi^tod Bombay after a long absence, the change in the appearance of the 
dty must have been wholly extraordinary. “ Bombay of to^y, " said Sir Edwin Amoy in 
1836 “ is haidlj iBMgiiisable to ono who knew tho place in the time of Uie Mtrtiny and in those 
yearJ which followed it Angortua said of Rome * I found it mod t I leave it marble ’ ; and the 
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TiaitoT to India, after bo long an abaenco as mine, miglit ji»tly osolaim ' I left Bombay ft town of 
wnrebooisea and offieofi j 1 find hof a oity of parka and padaoes,’ '' The movomant of the people, 
ttw, wBi notowoifby • uU tribes in Western India soomftd to Imvo flooked to Bombay, like 
Adriatic: tribes who took refuge in thocityof tha Lagoons, and from tnulitiunal bolieis, eoomi 
insUnoia and tribal affinities, sought certain definite nrena within the island. The poorer Parsi 
sought the home of his ancestors in the North Fort or Dhobi Tnlao ; the Yogi, tha Sanynsi 
found a resting^plflco near the Shrines of Lakshmi, Kali, or the God of the Sands i tha Goanese, 
the Native Christian were never afasent from Cbvel, the old homo of early converts to Roman 
CJatholifflsm; the Jolaho, weaver of silk, sough* Jladanpura ■ the grain merohants were a pwer 
in Mandvi; the Beno'tsiael owned their Samuel Street and Israel Moholk* the danoing girls 
drifted to Ivhfltwadi, ‘'tha scarlet woman” to Kamnthiponij in the Nidi BoMAr lived the 
progeny of men who fooght nnder Sidi Sambhal j in Parel, Nagpoda and Byonlla wore mill'handa 
from the Konkan and labcnreis from the Deccan j mnay a Koliwadi, from Cbiaha to Sion, gave 
shelter to the dewondauts of earliest settlers ? the Miisulnian was a power in B Wimd, the Arab 
hanntod Byoulla ; nnd in Girgaum the Brahmin had made bis home. 

Tile ahova-meiitionod conimuttitiffc formed bat a fraetional portion of the whole medley of 
tribes, castes, or races, which dwelt in contentedalleginuee to a Crown, onahrined in another Island, 
washed by the grey north-seas. The words spoken by Lord Be&y in roferonee to the Britiah 
Empire on the ooensiou of the Jnbilee of 1837 were ominently tippUoftble to that small portion 
thereof, which men prr-ndij acknowledged to be the capital of VVeslem India, '*Thia great 
Empire, ’* saitl His EsceUeney, '* was never more unitwl tlian it is at this Jnhileo^ hnt the main¬ 
tenance of that union will require a continuoua and rniitcd ofiFort Ii is a noble inheritance, and 
the utmostsognoitv and wisdom will be required to keep it nnimpairod. With Gods blessing 
vouchsafed as in the past it is possible. In an epoch when those who are least uhle to answer the 
question, ask mi bono at every turn, it was noserved to the Queen-EmpTiess to make of the Throne 
the institution, which forms tho chief link between England and the colonies and Indio, where of 
■all our institutions it Ls the one most revered and most loved by the maaa of the people. Instita- 
tions lose vitality or it, not so much by their intrinsio pjarita or demerits, as by the character 
of the persDus who work them. Tho Quean not only leovea to hat desoendante a great Empire, 
but the iuvaluable evampto of the mcaos by which the Throne oau be endeared to subjects among 
wbum wo count every variety of creeds and laces,” 
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Pj£a[oi> THB EjpEtesth*—1091 TO 1901. 

The disoTtsaton of the caiuefl \rbiob tmve effected a reduction of 45J58 in the population 
of the Island during the final periodp witli wLioh this surroy dnals, rightij belongs to the Oensm 
Re[)ort proper of lOOl. It wJU suffice, iherefoPOj to remark that the decrease is m getien] dne 
to the presanoe in the city for five years of an eitmordinaiy and very Tiralent disease, which 
has 30 fiir defied ^dl attempts to hold it in centreL Any indncemeots to immigration or settle^ 
ment^ which, from the point of view of the publiCj may have been afforded hj tho tmprovemeiit 
of oommimioationsi by the improvenfient of tlmLdago^ for which the Hnnioipal Gorporatien 
Sanctioned an on tlay of Rs^ 8^24^330 in ]SQ4-95j by the promotion of pliihintlirepio achemes^ 
sticb as that of Mr* Framji Dlnsha Petit, or that of the Memoa gentleman who offered two laMie 
of rupees for the establishment of an orphanage nnd asylum for poor Mohommedans, by the 
foundation of technioaI schools, snob as that foi' sheet-metai working and enamelling tn the 
Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute at Bycnlln, or by the numerical increase of mills and 
factories—any indneeinents of this nature have been more than eonnteirbalauced by the e]rtrezne 
need fer emigmtiDn, arismg from the annual ro<nirretice of a fatal malady^ It is not our part to 
enter into the history or details of pla^^ie-nthicki nnd pkgue-adTninistmtiou, upon which an 
almost incolotihible quantity of mentol energ}', money and time iiav^ already beeu expended; 
mr is tliere need in this portion of onr report to trace the infiueoce of the dbeaso upon this or 
that area, or upon definito classes of oar population^ 

Spaoidiig genemity, it may be s>aid that, since that fatal day in 1096^ when, as the 
Frogs remarked, what is supposed to be bubonio plague has made its appeamnee upon a 
portion of the Port Trust estate^ inhabited by natives/’ the disease has operated adversely upon 
the numerical sirongth of the city and island in several distinct waysu Firstly^ it has ^kin the 
people like slwpi mising the death-rate at some seasons, and notably in the openmg months 
of 1897^ to foiu limes its nermnl figtiie j sccondlyp, it has led to a huge esLodus of the pepnktion^ 
especially in the opening tnenths of oach year ; thirdlji. it Ims paralysed busmossand dborgnabed 
tnuloj which under orJinary circomjitances mist inovitahly have attracted fresh amvalai 
fourthly, it hna swallowed hugs sums of moneyp which would undoabtodly linvo been spont in 
fair yeoTH upon various improveuiHnts, tending to provide for and to attract fresh aocretions 
of population. To take ene example only, the esLpenditnre incurred by the Bombay Municipality 
upon pkgue 0 {>emtiens, ftom the commencement of the diseaeo up to the ISth August 18&9, 
totalled to 30,61*000 rupees! Turning to the enbjoct of trade* one disooveri the avaraga 
triennial vsluo of exports and unporte togetbor fallen from 6G croioe in 189Cb92 to 63 crores in 
1895-9T ^ the exports of wheat kllen from 424,000 tons in 1890-92 to 77,000 tona in 1095*^97, 
and by XdOO to 30 tons, the latter decline b^g due in great measure to tho prevaleuoa of 
famine^ The exports of other kmdi of gmin obo show a considerable decrease^ 

Tho milkindustry Ima suffered eeverelj, both from plsigue and from improvidout 
managementi The year 1897 witne^^sed an universal ftigbt of mill-opemtives from the laland, 
open bidding for labour at the Btroet-comerB, and tho ahattanng of the tie hitherto 
binding the employer end employed i and no sooner bad this trouble been tniniiuisad 
by the growing confidence of an industrial population^ which felt that the chmoe of dying 
of plague in the city, while iu receipt of a lair wage, was preferable to the prospect of i^mtion in 
n^>^uptiy hornet than the ageuta of our local induatiy had to face the inevitable oonseqaenoea 
of ovor-prodaotiom Between 1091 and 1698 the total number of factories in tiio klimd roae 
from 89 to 136, the incFeosa being mainly due to the oonstruction and opening of new miUs; 
and this bad token place, despite the belief that a fall in silior had exercised an adverse 
infiiiionee upon the traile, despite the fact that the Hhirtn market^tiio true outlet for Bombay^s 
production—waa being rapidly glutted. In 1899 the poaitlon of the indnatry vas^ in the words 
of Sir George Cotton* ** moat oritioal; by the end of that year nearly all milb were closed 
for three dap in the week and some were wholly idle* In 1901 the poeltiou of many a mill Is 
preoarious^ and the salvation of tho industry is still unconfirmed^ 
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The y«iT 1897 wus one of sorrow, not for Bombay alone, but for the whole eontment j 
mid Sir Allan Arthar, at Caloatta of the pbgoe. fttmine. earthqnebe, ojdone. nojing, 

8e*lition end frontier warfaro, which had darkoned the political and finamiiil Iiomon, 
cbnmcterised that year a^ the blackeat in the whole bietory of India. In one week only of that 
year 10,000 dckoih fied from the island of Bombay ; mid tbe oondition of Bie city seemed to ai> 
pioxitnato to that of C5oa?tantliioplo in the axtb century, when, flccording toProoopilif, thuusands 
of poTBona died within three months at the seat of Government. In 1898 oconrrod pUgne-nots 

and a strike of Dock and Railway labourere end ortinan. which produ^ a weeks paralysis of 

trade The early mtmtha of 1899 wore marked by a fresh esodna of inhabitants ; the dooib-rite 
of later months was augmonted by an Moi of foniine-sbrioken and diseased pilpers. Statters 
improved not a wbit in 1900, and in the present Toot of Groce ; for with tlo passing of the winter 
mondis, the epidemic again swept through the oi^, and the people fled from tlw imsMii death. 
On the 1st Wturcb 1901, the oensns ™ taken of a popnhitioii, thinned by five years’ disanso^ and a 
eonaiderohle portion of which was aoattaired over distrifits iwnato from the l<hmd. 

That our populaiion has not decrossed to a larger estent, considering the imiioties aod 
ravages which it lias suffered, must strike every mind as astonishing. Tlia result is, perhaps, dtte 
to tbe rwnpetativa powers, whioh Bombay as a young city possesses, and to the estradrdinary 
prestige and infloenoe which she eiercbea over both the western presidenej and other regieua 
bavond her own sphere of odmimstroliou. She is to India, as Dr. Goiwm da Cnnlia has remarked, 
what Paris is to fo btUe patrU, what Alexandria is to Egypt! Aport from thoso hopes for 
the future, which me based solely upon her googmphical position or oommeroial relations, her past 
history bids ns hike heart, and indinjes a belief thai the chasiisement of these yea« may yet prove a 

blosaincT it* , , . . . -i 

® “ There la tame hod! dF g®**^*^™ tbuigs otu 

Would mcti ohsorringly dlfttil H out, *' 


Once before, during the period of Briliah oconpation, the popuktion of the Island was sori- 
ondy diminished. The ulo^g yenre of the seventeenth century ware as dtsas irons as the closing 
years of Bie nineteenth ; the public health has in our day bean ns sariuiuly ondermined aa in tite 
days when Ovington buried his ehipmates, and Sir KichoJas Waite appealed to the Company for 
succour. Tbo Island wna riaited in 1898 by a storm, which did considerable damage to house- 
P“P®riy, and bring^. to mind the hurricane of tliat early period of deollne, which “ destroyed not 
only the growing crfljjs, but also wrecked a large portion of the local marine.’' As the poople 
of thoM days iuccamhed to “ putrid and malignant fevoro ” or the Chinese death ”, so the nativo 
population of these latter years has guoc limbed to a pestilence, as grievoas ns that which swept 
through Florenoe in 1348 or throngh old Ijondon in the time of Defoe. And yot, as we have 
previonsly bid ocoiaiou to remark, the tronbles of the years prior to 1718 produced no lasting 
offoot upon tlift Island or upon the siw of its population ; for, by the year 1744, Bombay liod 
advanced in material prosperity, and the number of her inhabitants bad swelled to 70,000, liny 
we not hope that history will repeat itself, that the pbgue will be stayed, and that our population 
will not only regain lost ground, but rise to a higher figure than has yet baen roconled ? Mean¬ 
while, we should bear in mind that the oity cannot sfTord dwelling-raom for many more tJian 
crowd together at present in her tenements, and tbit iudnoament slionld therefore be efferad 
towards the colonisation of the northern regions of tbe Island. The people era in no wise un- 
trilling to go further afield ; the tendency to settle in localities like Mehim and Sion bos of late 
yean become more apparent. Could one only bo snre that improved ooniinanicattaus, that electric 
traction through Sewri, Parol, Sion, Mahim and bbtunga, would be carried tote swift enecution, 
tbeu might one prophecy with greater detertnination rogaidiug tho great city of the future, and 
an im!iT f » i»sed popnlatiou, worthy of the capita] of Western India. Steady ailherenoe to the 
dootrine of “ Be^ not wolds *’ will effoct muoh, will halp towards the further colouiation of 
pertions of tbe island, which are by imtare fitted to form part of the city, towards the wider 
and mo re wbolesome distribatien of a commercial and industtial oommunity. 


Ttiat the pbgue may in after time prove to have been an indirect sonroe of benefit to the 
puhlio of Bombay, we deem in no wise imposaibio: and indeed there are even now discernible 
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signs Uiat ita attacks have not been an absolutely nmniEed btU. The need for iomo systemalic 
improTement of the city most have possessed the mmd* wen for mimj jeirB j bnt it seems 
donbtfcl whethf^r the ganeml desire for sanitary reformation and improrement would have been 
carried withont delay to & pmcdcal issne^ unless epidemioa in the crowded wards had oEnphasiEed 
the oryiug neceesity for rogeneration of the city* The terrible fete of Mandvi and similar 
localities must have sunk deep into the minds of those, m whose charge lies the wellarc of ihc 
island, and have urged them towards the forniulatioii of that elaborate scheme of improvsincat^ 
of whioh we ^ to-day the outward manlfestiitioD in the City Improvement Trusty In a little 
time that “ new Bombajj ” which a lat# Governor so dedredj will be perfected for the 

lagtiog benefit of pofrtority 1 

A second moot forttmaie lojgooy of the plague is the wider mntual acquaiatancc, new 
e^isting^ betwy^t the offioial classes and the people, coupled with the presence in the city of a 
body of meap who are prepared to work gratuitoufliy for Goverament, and to act in seo-sons of 
difficulty and distre® as mediators between them and the unedneatod moiisesL This ooudition 
of aliairs has not been arrived at without trouble* distrost and stillcn obstinacy were at fir^ rifcj 
and cultniiiatcd In the plague-rtcts of 189@^ Bui the city h less impatient now of the actions 
of ^ the Sirkar/^ recognises more folly that the orders of the oifiokl, be he Hllitary officer or 
doctofi pro directed towards the common weak In tlie diffosion of milder focliags^ of under- 
H-tandiug in regard to die limitations which commend themselves to either party, the company 
of g^tlemen volunteers has played no unimportant part-. Ever rinoatheday when Lord 
fSandbnrst convened a meehug of the Juslicei of tha Feaca, and asked them, as the modem 
repreaeutatiTes of a body which bad worked so loyally for Government In old timas, to aid in the 
campaign against sickness and death, the cemmuni^ of volunteers has steadily carried out its 
self-imposed duties : and thus, whau a Supreme Government ordered that the paopJe should be 
numbered, there stood ready to ijupport the Camus Department a hand of dfizena, inthnately 
ac^nainted with the dark comors of tho city, and eager to work as heralds, m advbor^ as 
mediators between the census staff and the poputaoa. The spectacle of good citizenship and 
self-abnega£on| whioh the census weak pmsented, will not lightly be forgotten b)" him who 
witnessed it;—tbe spectacle of men, who might so ea^y Lave declined an arduous undertaking 
on the pica of commercial, profesdondlj or pri^'atc bnelnes^ ioiling through the worst poriions 
cf the dty, cajoling and exhorting the people, utilising Iheir private dependents upon gevom- 
ment work, keeping openhoiiAe for the census staff, in order to llghtan their labours, and provid¬ 
ing them with rooms for the revision of their schedules, goarding tho threatened health of 
Todivldual members of the staff by pTescription and gratuitous supply of medicine, relegating, in a 
word, their personal oonvenience and private wishes wholly and entiroly to the background 1 
So long os Bombay can count among her numbers men who maintain bo worthy nud so 
practical an idea of their duty towards her, ehe oannott in spite of her odverrities, be oonaidereJ 
uiEfortnnate 1 « 

And so here hn^ the dme come for us to cickse the ta1e» The Silahara ehieftafn, old 
Bimh Baja of Devgiri, the Mussulman, the Portugal" Gerald Aiingter, Mountstnart Elphiu- 
stone, Bortle Frere, these and many another^ ere jMwug out by the coulLssoa tf time," left 
their mark upon the laud* and oontribntedp in greater or less degree^ to the feme and beauty of a 
city, which justly clums to be called a precious stone sot iu the silver sea.” There is hopo 
that she will grow more beautiful; that the ahadowa whioh now brood in the Enakgronnd wili 
vanish j and that, os the yeaxs pasa, the Island of Bombay will he linked by still closer bonds of 
affeotlon and obedience to that parent land, which, like herself, h enoemparaed by the Ocean 
inviolate. 


Tilii ■i-iMLiP Tt iXurii SjiHr 
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